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SECt.i. 

Contains the Origin of lie French, ^QttugUjri?, ., ^utch,' 
and Kngliih Commerce^ on tbeCah^of.&txin^i^A^^ 
more particularly on the Gold Coaft, . 






HAVING in the preceding v^lu|rfe,^dtfcrib^; the /^^/^.^^^^^^^^ 
kingdoms of Benin, JVhidah, 2nd ^Jfd/ah^ Xvitli&pje //i,a to d^ 
other ftates contained under the general divifion of Gold 
the Slave Coq/t, we now come to give an account Coaft. 
of the Gold Coqft, or Cuiney Proper, As this divifion is not 
only better known, but alfo of more importance to Euro* 
peans in general, and particularly to this nation, we (hall 
beg leave to defcribe it with all the minutenefs which the 
beft authorities will admit of, adding to the teftimony of 
writers feme farther particulars we have received from fome 
gentlemen long refident at Cape Coaft, and perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the manners, cuftoms, government, produce and 
trade of the country* 
Mod. liisT. Vol. XVII. B Gold 
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Gold Coaft. 

THE GoU Ctfcfi had \x$ name »yen by the P^uguefe^ 
from the immenfe quantity of the predous metal which 
it produces. The fame reafon has made all the other nadons 
Gi9gra» of Europe retain the appellation. According to the bed 
fhicaldi' charts founded upon the U-Xd^ G^fervations» the fituation of. 
fcriftiwi the Cold Coafi is between 40 30' and 8^ north latitude; and 
of ike coaft iff and jge ^' ^ lougitudj:, be^nning at the river jinh^ 
^^"*' bar^ and extending to the RhFolta, that h, about ij* 
^^1^ • leagues from weft to eaft *• Smith makes fome variation m 
fion callid ^^ dimenfions ; but as his a(&rtions are confirmed by no rea* 
the Gold ^^°^» ^^ ^^^ adhere to the accurate Previfs account. We 
Coafl. have obferved, that the French and Portuguefe difpute ^ 
cUfcovery of thi$ coaft. Villant and RMe are pofitivc that 
Nigrifia and Guiney were known to the French above an 
* hundred years before the Portuguefe htgm their difcoveries. 
The one 'got& as high as the year 1346 ; the other fixes the 
date of this difcovery in the yeaf i364« {t was this year, 
according to Robbiy that fope merchants of Dieppe made a 
number of trading voyages to the Cape de Verd iflands, pene* 
. trating as far as Seftro Paris on the Grain or Malaguette 
Coafi. A. I3?z the merchants oi Dieppe and RoAenyomxiy 
fent three ftiips to make difcovedes on the fame coaft. One 
of the ftiips, called the Fier^e^ yrent to Commendo^ and thence 
to the fpot where the village Elmina ftands, which had its 
name from thp (quantity of gold fupjpofed to be dug out of 
"^h^ \::i(li(^*'mio^s'trt thcliqalim^ The following year the fame 
French** • ifcrcfiaRts BuiR a-fti%ng houfe or faftory here 5 for the de- 
^latm feac^ pf tdfftSi jdvty left twelve men, which cdony was for 
hehgthe foB:y3r:yeai*6.:iacreifing. In 1387 it was fo considerable^ 
fi^fidifcQ' tbaft;tb4^ IwHt a ch^l, and the trade continued to flourift 
nierers, ^ f4r5;, jvhS? the: civil wars in France occafioned its fail- 
ing into decay. The Normans were (oon forced to abandc^i 
not only Elmina, but alfo Sejlro Paris^, Cape Mqnte^^ Sierra 
Leona, the Cape de Verds, and all their other eftablifti- 
mcnts (A). 

Villant 

* Atlas univerfeU par M- Robert, & M.T. Vangondy^ 
pRjEvosT, t* V. 1. ix, c. 4. 

(A) Where Rolbe picked Up brings but lame proofs to fnp- 

^ all this ancient hidory we know port the claim of his coantry- 

Qoc. Certain it is^ that he men to the difcovery. One of 

the 
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ViLtAMT fupports the claim of his nation by it fektioQ 
fomewhat diflerent. His account is, that in the year 1346, 
feme adventurers rf Dieppe^ accnftomcd to Idng voyages, 
haviDg failed along the coafl of Europe, pafled over to the 
coafts of Ntgriiia and Guiney^ where they eflabfiflied feveral 
cdofiieSy particularly 6ne in the Cape de VerdSf \n the bay of 
Ko FrefcOy and another on the Cram Coqft. They called 
that bay cixtending from Cape Vcrd to Cape Mqfto, Baye de 
France, A village between Rio Junoy and Rio Seftos^ theV 
ealled Uttk Dieppe ; and to another village near Cape Pat* 
limu^ they gave rfie name of Sejlro Paris, or Great Sejlro* 
From each of thefe colonies they yearly imported great 
qnantities of gold duft, elephants teeth, and other Africdit 
commodities. From the ivory, the inhabitants of Dieppe made • 
a number of valuable toys; which gaining them a reputation 
of ing<inulty in that way, they maintained it for a number of 
years. The fame writer affirms, that in the year 1383, the 
Normans laid the foundation of the fort at Mindy which flou^ 
J^edtill 1484, When the civil wars prevented the i^r^wcJ^ 
from attending to commerce, and fiiilered their colonies to 
pafe into the hands of the Portuguefe, Dutch j Engk/b, Danei 
and Courlafiders. 

Bu*r if wie admit thofe fafts, it muft appear a little ci- 
trai^rdinary that the greateft French hiflorians, neither Serrei 
nor Mezeray^ fliould ever once mention them. Enter- 
prizes of fuch a nature would feem to merit their attention^ 
tfpecially in the infancy of commerce, and when, lon^ 
voyages excited univerfal admiration, and were regarded as 
mffades. Befides, not the fmalleft teftimony appears in any 
Portugueje hiftoriari, in fiipport of their conjefture, that Fsri 
Ehnina was built by the French in 1383. Nay Jzambuja, 
ivho undertoolt to fortify that place in 1484, appears to be 
ignorant of their having ever before his time been a fortifi- 
cation there. From this filenee of the beft Frmch and P(7r* Hi^oty tf 
tugue/e hiftorians, we may conclude, that the aflertions.of /^/V«^V«** 
Robbe and yUlant are bold and hardy, corroborated rather ^'O^ 
by the Silence of the oppofite fide, than proved By the argu- 
ments they bring, and founded more upon prejudice and 
national attachment, than updn authority. 

At mo^ notable arguments for cyphers 13:^ wrote upon it; 

theirhavingbailt£/«ii«i»,is,that But thefc might as well be the 

after s number of revolutiona^ laft as the firft cyphto of the 

one of the baftions p.f the fort date. In Ihort, he proves no- 

ftiU bore the name ol:t^ French ,thing. but his being pofFciRd of 

baflion, and had diltinftly thofe a fruitful invention. 

Bz Th» 
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. The Portuguefe, continues Fillant, who knew nothing 
1)eyond Cape Verd, obferving the great advantages drawn by 
the Dieppers from their commerce to Guiney for the fpacc 
of fifty years, fitted out a fhip at Ufbon^ under the protec- 
tion of Don Henry ^ for the fole purpofe of making dif- 
coverics along the coaft. Alphonfo the firft at that tim« 
reigned in Portugal. The (hip arriving on the Guiney Coqfl 
in the rainy feafon, all the crew, unaccuftomed to fuch a 
climate, fell into difeafes of different kinds, which made fucb 
terrible havock of them, that they refolved to leave fo unhof- 
Originof pitable a ftiorc; but being ignorant of the tides, winds, and 
the Porta- the navigation of thofe feas, they were driven on an ifland 
gucfe in the gulph of Guiney y which they called St. Thomas^ their 
JettUmmts arrival being upon that day. The liberal fupplies they 
9H the coaft {QyyxA here of all neccffaries, made them regard this in- 
tf/'Africa. cidg^t as the peculiar favour of heaven to them, at a time 
>Khen the crazy condition of their fhip made their fituation 
very diflrefsful. Here the Portuguefe made a conCderablc 
ftay, laying the firfl foundation ol a colony on the ifland. ' 
After repairing their vefTel, they fet fail for Li/lan^ where 
they arrived in 1454. The court of Portugal, eager in the 
punuit of wealth, and warm in the intercfls- of commerce,, 
were not long before another fleet was fitted out to fecurc 
and flrengthen this infant colony. They pufhed their dif- 
coveries as far as Benin, and in procefs of time arrived in 
the road of Jkra, on the Gold Coqfl, where they procured a 
great quantity of gold. On their return, the governor of 
St. Thomas fitted out three caravans, having on board a 
number of adventurers, and materials for building faftories 
on different parts of the coaft. Thefe vefllels came to Ebnina 
four years after the departure of the French ^. 
. PuRCHAS relates, that Alphonfo having but little leifure 
for pufhing difcoveries, towards the latter end of his feign, 
formed or gave an exclufive privilege for five years to 
Fernanda Gomez, a citizen of Ltjbon, to fail to the coafl of 
,- Africa. . By agreement he was every year to difcover 300 
miles, beglniaing at Sierra Leona,. and advancing, along the 
coaft c. . 

This Gomez it was that feat out Santaren and Scovane,, 
fays Purchas ; Efco^ar, according to Marmot ; who dlfco- 
vercd Elmina, and to Cape St. Catherine, fouth of the 
cquinoftial. During this period, were alfo difcovered. 
The iflands of . St. Thmai, St. Matthew, Annobon, and 

y Prevost, t. ▼. 1. Sx. c. 4. « PuRCHAy'a pilgrims 

t. i. p. 7. - • • 
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def Principe {S). In the year 1681, John the fecond; rc- 
felving to encourage and fupport the commercial fpirit of 
his fubjefts, fent ten caravals laden with ftores and every 
thing neceflary for building a fort, and houfes for a colony, 
under the conduft of Jago Jzambujif^ or according to Pur- 
chaSf Diego D^zambuja. This general arriving on the coaft, 
• fent notice to Kafamanfay prince of the country, to come on 
board to ratify the treaty concluded with him by the former 
Portugiiefe Ihlps. In the mean while he pofTefTed himfclf 
of a little -eminence, capable of containing 500 houfes, as a 
fituation the moft commodious for a fort. Here he hoifted 
the Portuguefe ftandard on St. ^ebqftian^s day ; a name 
Aat was given to the neighbouring valley, where the Portu- 
guefe landed. Soon after their landing, Jzambitja perceiv- 
ing that the negro prince with his retinue was approaching, 
drew up his men in order, and feated himfelf in a great 
chair in the center. He was ridily drefled in a gold brocade, 
with a gold collar fet-with diamonds. AH his attendants 
were cloathed in filks, and every thing fet off with th« ut- 
moft magnific;ence, in *order to ftrike the negroes with high 
notions of the wealth and power of the Portuguefe. Nor 
did Kafamanfa on his pari: negleft *any thing which could 
fet off, the ftatc, the puifTance, and the pride of his nation. 
He was attended by a ftrong corps of negroes, all armed af- 
ter their manner, and attended by warlike mufick, which 
raade a horrible noife. The chief officers were drefled ift 
their hoililc apparel, of which we ftiall give a defcriptioa 
elfewhere, each followed by two pages, the one carrying his 
(hield, the other his weapons of offence. All had their hair 
and bear<is fiaely adorned with gold and other ornaments, 
interlaced with garlands, or wove.in like beads. After the firft 
falutations were orer, Jzambuja entered upon a formal dif- 
conrfe, in which he expatiated on the great power of the king his 
mafter, the afFeftion he bore Kafanianfa, his defire of carrying 
on a commerce to the mutual advantage of both their nations, 
and lafUy his recjneft, that he might bp permitted to builcj 

iB) Purehas iix€s the date of that they were unknown dll the 
thefc difcoveries from the year year 1471 ; at leaft, that they 

1449 ^® ^^^ y^^^ H54' ^^' ^*^^ ^^^ known to the Portu^ 
fw«s, he^ys, had a five years guefe till the time of JohniXiQ 
leafe of the -r^nV/iw Ci;^/, dur-. fecond; and in tliis Purchas 
ing which time, the above places feems afterwards to agree with 
Wf te found out. Marmal, as him ( 1 ). 
lie is quoted by Preiot, afferis 

B 3 a fort 
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,%f9rt for the protection ^d fecurity of this commerce, Xa^ 
Jfmmfa^ who was a f<^ble politic prioce, raifed feverat 
d>je£]dons agaioft this propoial^ but ^t length confeated to it; 
tOid ne3it day Azavijnga entered upon his work. Stones wero^ 
drawn from the neighbouring quarries^ for ere^pg the fort 
and lioufes ; but the negroes began to fhew marks of difr 
gleafure, both qa account of the refpeA and worlhip they- 
pay to flones and rocks, and becauie they difliked feeing 
ihemfelv^ curbed, and hemmed in by ftrong works. How- 
e^ver, they were appeafed by prefents, and fo diligently did 
the P^rtuguefe labour, diat in lefs than a months their fort 
was in a ftate of defence. . The materials they had brought 
Vere fo artfully contrived, that the workmen had oothiog; 
inore to do. than lay them upon each other. Azasnhujo: 
baying fycce^ded no lefs happily in his trade for gold, r^« 
turned loaded with immenfe wealth, l/pon this occaiioa» 
wjbatqver the French writers may allege it is probable the, 
fort St. Georgf^de la Mina or Elmina bad itsfiru rife (C). 

John, the fuc^flbr of Alphmfo^ conferred many privi- 
leges on this new coloQy \ he made Mina a city, aQ.d lavifhed 
lus gifts and immunities on it. He ordered a church to, be 
built, which he dedicated to St, George \ audit was ordained, 
that ^ thofe whq for the future Ifaould make difcoverics 

(C) Bv a treaty concloded on conclnfive; Fird, he alleges tbe 

the foqrtli oi September, between intire filcnce Of all the Spanijb 

tne^kings of C-a/?/i and P<7r/«- writers concerning this tranf- 

gal^ it was ftipulated, that the aflioh. Next, the ftrid union 

commerce and navigation to begun this year between the 

Guiney, as well- as the conqueft two crowns, their forces being 

f>f Fesi, fiiould belong to Por- united againft the common ene- 

tufol^ to the perpetual cxcUiAon my, the Turh. Thirdly, the 

of the Cafiiliaxs j . and that the. expediton of Azomhtt^ he 

CAtutrits Ihpuld in the fame thinks a manifcft refutation of 

^p;jcclufive manner be annexed the whole tranfa£lion related by 

to the crown of Spain. Th^ Faria\ for Jzamhuja did not 

hiftorian Faria pretends, that fail till near two years after the 

in contempt of this folemn a- date of this imaginary treaty, 

greeipent, the Caftilinns fcnt a The fame hiftorian (Faria) 

fitti to- the coaft. of Guitity, fays, that in 1478, the Ctf//, 

which falling in with the For- Hans fent a fleet of 55 fail to. 

luguafi fqaadron, a brifk a^on C^ivp, which returned with 

eofued, the advantage remain- prodigious rich: cargoes. JBttt 

lug on the fide of the latter, this Barbot - likewife denies, 

^rbdt takes great patn^ to re- fupporting his o^pinion with f^» 

fute the trqth of Farta\ affer- ver^ weighty rcafon* [%]. 
t^W, ai)d his arguments appear 

(a) 9^t^fK%^ |6|. Pwwr. h,v,LHh<^^ gnem> ^ 1. 1» ^ 
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aildng the' (both coaft of Afirka\ ihould ereJl a ihonnihent 
of fqnare ftonc fix feet high, .With the antis of Portugal en- 
graved, and a Latin and Portugdejk infcriptbti, bearing the 
date of fnch difcoveiy, the reign in i^hidi it was made, and 
the admind or difcoverer's' name. 

A FEW years after, the lame prince eftabMied a Gtdney 
company, with exclufive privileges. So confidcrabl^ were the 
^fits of this new corporation, that' their views rifing With 
their fuccefs, they bnilt fort St. Andrea^ near Axim^ another 
fitde fort upon Jkra, and a ftorehonfe at Sama^ on the river 
St, George^ to fumifh J?£mtfa with ptovifibns, as it had hither- 
to been fuppHed by a fort of dependance on the prince of 
the country. The king however, referved to himfelf the 
right of appointing the governors and ofliccrs of the head 
fctdement, with a view to make thbfe cmpkrjmlents the re- 
ward of eminent fcrviccs to the crown; and the recompence 
of diligence, cour^, and public fpirit. Thus, lays Bar* 
ht^ the garrilbn diEtmina^ was in time coocipoled of officers 
cqu^y poor and covetous, and of foldiefs accuftomed to 
war, plunder, and rapine *. . When to thcfe were joined all 
Ae felons and other malefadors of Portxtgal, whofe crimes 
were thought too flight to merit a gibbet, but morals too 
loqfe to be permitted to ftay in the kingdom, can it be 
wondered, that in all hiftorians, we meet with the moft hl- 
da^us pHhires of Portttguefi violence, cruelty, and inhu- 
manity I 

In tte rdgn of Henry the third of France y trapquifity^/r/^^. 
bdng for a time reftored to the kingdom; the Trench began ci'vUtuan 
to renew tfidr voyages to the Grain and Gold Coaft* But '^French' 
ftxch was the terror the Portuguefe had ftruck into the na- ''^^ 
6ves, Aat they were afraid to accept of any ovisrtures made'^^'' *'^* 
by the French. At length the inhabitants of Akra were raifed ^"^^^ 
tb the higheft pitch of indignation, by fome feveritics com- **' ^' 
mitted by the Portuguefe \ they attacked the little fort fituated 
in this province, maflacred the garrifon, and* rafed the walls 
to the ground. Heifceforward the cre(Ut of the Pcrtuguefi 
began to decline. From 1578, when this occurrence hap- 
pened, we may date the firil beginnings of the commerce of 
other Europeans to the coail of Guiney. Others nowlharcd 
in that wedth, which had long been engroffed by the Portu- 
guefe ; but this was not accompliftied without great lofs of 
blood on all fides. Numbers of French in particular loft efuamh 
their lives, not only by the hands of the Portuguefe^ but h^ hetwan 
thofcof the negroes alfo, who had a large premium given /i&^ French 

and Por- 

* FXitBOTi ubi fiipra. tugaefe, 
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tkktttk for every French head they brought to the Portuguefe 
fort. Their heads were fet up, and expofed on the waUs of 
Elmna ; a l^aibarity which intimidated the French merchants, 
and made them once more abandon the Guiney trade. Jrtus 
of Dantzick has left us a curious account of their conduft, 
from the deftruftion pf the Portuguefe fort i^ear Mra, till 
their total expulfion from that coa(l ^, 

TjiE Portuguefe i he fays, did not confine tbemfelves to 
the c?:tirpation of the French only ; the fame fcverities they 
ijfed agamft other EuropeanSy and even againft the private 
merchants \ of their own nation, who were hardy enough to 
encroach on their privileges. Thei?" (hips and cargoes were 
confifcated, and the crews put to death. One inftance in 
partici;laris given of a Li/hm fliip, the cargo of which was 
* condemned to the kii^g's ufe, the ihlp to the company's, and 
the crew to dearth. The Dutch were the only Europeans 
who continued firm to their intereft, in contempt of dangers 
S ccers of *^^ difficulties. Their perfeverance was crowded with fuc- 
iif Dutch, cefs, 2^nd at laft they nuide themfelves mailers, of the fbrt5 
^■'•'.^' of Ehmna and Axim, obtaining that fecurityby their courage, 
yi^hich the Portuguefe had loft by their infolencje and ci:uelty. 
In what ipanner they ufed their good forti^ne, is a point we 
^all at prefent pafs over. Certain it is, that, if any credit 
jbe due to the Portuguefe hiftorians, neither natives or 
foreigners had any rcaibn to rejoici^ in the change of ma- 
ilers ; as to the pride and barbarity of the Portuguefe^ the 
Dutch added q^ fpecies of cool brutality, pecuUar to that 
phlegmatic people. The rebels, fays Vafconcelos, fpeaking 
pi the Dutchy owed their fuccefs iropre to debauchery 
and drunkpnnefs, than to courage. They fluck at m 
lueans to accomplifti their ends ; fraud and foixe were 
the fame to them, fo that they arrived at the fame end. 
They firft ruined the morals of the natives and perverted 
their underftandings, after which they became the fit 
tools of their wicked defigns. Wine, fpirits, and the in- 
dolence of the Portuguefcy were in fadi the true inftru- 
. inents pf their goqd fortune. By thefe they raifed them-t 
' felves tq be mafters, qr rather pirates, fo formidable- by 
their numbers, that, they feized the forts of Bourtriy Cora^ 
formmtin, Al&i de FuertOy and Commendo. In the end 
they got poifellion of Elmina itfelf, and for the fpace 
pf many years carried on fo peacable and profitable a 
commerce, that their returns from thence amounted to 
JJttle lefs than two n^illions in gold, bdides other cona- 

f Prettost, ibii 

moditles. 
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modules. The quaudty of merchandize, \^hich they 
ported thither from Europe^ and the good bargains they 
gave the negroes, raifed them high at £rft in the efteem 
of thofe barbarians, >vho foon found reafon to confider 
their fair and honefl dealing as a bait to lead them to 
their deftruftion. Such are the words of Vafccncelo-s^ an 
hiftorian wl^o may be fuppofed ftrongly prejudiced againfl: 
the Dutch ; although it mull be owned, that his report of 
tjieir conduft here bears but too flrong a refemblance to 
their behaviour in the Indies, and wherever they propofed to 
little polonies ^ 

The firft Dutchman who led the way to Cuineyy "Wsls Origin 9/ 
one Bernard Erick. This man had made the propofal to the Dutch 
forae merchants in Holland. The fcheme was thought fp ^ommerce^ 
rational, that a ftiip was fitted out ; the command given to *^'^^Gtti- 
. Ericky and a rich cargo fent by him in 1 595. Running along *^^^* 
the Cold Coajly Erick eftabliihed a correfpondence with the na- 
tives ; he treated them with great civility, fhewed them a variety 
of fine goods at ap eafy rate, and intireiy alienated their affec- 
tions. frQQ> the Portuguefe, The Portuguefe governors were 
however not wanting in their endeavours to cruih rivals 
they forefaw would be dangerous. They reprcfented the 
Dutch as rebels and traitors to their natural king ; a lawlefs 
people, whofe fole principle was the love of gain. They 
alTured the negroes, that however fpecioully they might for 
the prefent conduct thcmfelves} their view was firft to gain a 
fpoting, and afterwards to maintain and extend it by force of. 
arms. Commerce was thp pretext, but the real defign, they 
f;^id, was to reduce the natives to flavery. By large rewards, 
the governors engaged the negroes to deftroy the firft vefTels 
that (hould arrive on the coaft ; and Simon de Taye was the 
%ft viftim of the Portuguefe jealoufy ; this gentleman and 
sdl his crew being cut off by a ftratagem of the negroes* 
Many other misfortunes of the fame nature befel the Dutch^ 
fome of which they revenged, others they patiently bore 
Vith, while their intereft required it. They had formed a 
flrong intereft among the natives; and thofe who ftill adhered 
to their allegiance to the Portuguefey were induced to it 
Iblely from the force of rewards, or the fear of punifliment. 
At length by 'their intrigues with the king of Sabo, they ob- 
tained permiffion to build a fort three leagues cr. ft of C^to 
Cnrfo, ov Cape Coaft. This , fort was finiihed in 1624, the 
command, of ic given to captain ^^^r^z/z Jacob, and iYi^ Dutch, 

f Hill, gcneralc des voyages, t. v. L ix. c. ^. 
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power foupded in Gtnney, at the time the ilates ivere ^gs^ed 
in a war with PhiSp the IVth of l^^ain. 

It was in the year foUovnnjg, tfiat the Dutcb formed their 
defign againft the fort of St, G^rge itEhnina. Their 
ttoops confifted of 200 Hollanders^ and 1 50 negroes of 5^*^, 
led oil by the idce-admiral Jean Dirks Lamby who entered 
jimpona in the kingdom of Commendo. Bnt they were in- 
tirely defeated by the n^roes of Ehninay who charged theffif 
fclves with the defence of the Portuguefe. They attadsed^ 
ftiddenly the Dutch forces as they defcended a mountain, 
before they had time to range themfelves. The a£Hon was- 
long and obftinate^ when at length the Dutch were killed al- 
moin to a man/ Lamb the general was dangeroufly wonnded, 
«nd owed his life to the feafonable fuccours fent by the ne- 
groes of Commendo 8. 

The next attempt of the Dutch upon Ehuna was in the 
year 1637, when the WeJl*In£m company procured a flronjg' 
fquadron to be fent to the coaft of Africa. This armament 
Was conunanded by colonel Hans Coine, a diligent officer, 
who left no raeafures untried, neceflary to the fuccefs of the 
'csiterprizc. Eight hundred foldi^s, five hundred faiiors, 
and a coniiderable body of n^oes were latided within a 
ftatil di&stnce of Cape Coqft ; proviftons for three days were 
taken with them, and Hans Coine began his march, dividing 

' the troops into three columns. The general who led the 
itear, obferving that the negroes of Ehnina, to the numb^ of 
ar thoufand, pofleffed the hill of St. Jago^ to prevent his 
{eizinga poft, which abfolutely commanded the fort, he de* 
termined to force it, and for this purpofe ordered it to be 
attacked by four companies of fnfileers^. The negroes made 
fo brave a refinance, that the Z>i/fcA were cut in pieces, the 
heads of the flain fixed upon fpears, and carried in triumph 

; to the fort; However, another party condufted by major 
Btmgatpny eroding the river Dona by a ford, attacked the 
KU on the other fide vidth fuch vigour, that the negroes, 
after a great lofsand an obfiinate confliA, were forced to fur- 
render the fruits of their late viAory, and abandon the im- 
portant poft of St* Jago. Bongargon^ leaving a ftrong 
guard here, purfued his march, and happily rejoined the 
^army.in fpite of all the endeavours of xh& Portuguefe to cut 
off a communication. The Portuguefe and their n^oes 
defpairing of being able to keep their ground on the plain, 
l^tired to a redoubt they ftiU held on the declivity of mount^ 
St* J^gOp Here they were again attacked by colonel Cmne. 

^ Ibid* eti^in Smit^i, p, xi3. 
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The r«d(^t wa^t coTesed oo the one fide by a wood. Coine^ 
"f^dio perceived thbi and that only two paihs led to it, ons 
acrcrfs the ford of the river, the other tlirough the wood, 
CM'dered two. pieces of cannon and a mortar to be drawn up 
tjirongh the latter* and fo advantageoufly pointed, that 
after forcing tlfti enemy to s^bandbn the redoubt, a battery 
\!ra$ raifed, which pla]^ with great fuccefi upon tfa& fort dF 
B^m^ After the fiege had continued for two days, and the: 
mcnt bec^toe doubtful by reaibn of the ccnirage of the be- 
fieged, and the perfeverance of the befi^ers, the Dutci ro* 
ceived a ftrong re-inforcement under the conduft of the 
J9»fc^ commander in chief, F^^n Ifren. This office, tacut^^^Datch 
c^ all delay, fummoned the garrifon, declaring in tl^ moft ^^^^ '^^ 
pofitive term$, they Ihould without diftinftion be put to the^' ^^"^ 
fword, if they flood an aflault. The Po»tugueJk governor de- ^S?'^^^ ^ 
fired three days to determine, and the Dutch general refafed ** 

i^ aflembling all his forces for ftomung the walls. This 
luid the ei&^, the garriibn hanging out a white Sag, and 
beating, a parley. Two ofikers from the governor waited. • 
on F^ Ypren to regulate the articles of furrender ; but no 
others would be granted than fubmitting at difcretion; The 
gpneml however confented to the following terms, viz. that 
the governor and all the other Portuguefe, with their wives 
and children, without thdreficAs, enfigns, arms, or protd* 
vifion, fhould immediately evacuate the fort. That all the 
merchandize, the gold, ilaves, isc. fliould remain the pro- 
perty of the conquerors. That all. the ornaments of the 
church, except fuch as were of the precious metals, might be/ 
dUftied away. And that the Portuguefs and Mulattoes Siould: 
he tranfported to the ifland of St. Thmas ^. 

. Thus it was, that the Dutch entered upon the pofiefSon. 
of the celebrated fortrefs of St. George d'Eimina^ on the. 
^th of j^fugufif 1637. Bo/man refers this tranfaftion to 
the following yea^ ; but in this he is contradj<fied by all 
other hiftorians, French^ Spani/bf and Portuguefe. Here 
they found 30 pieces dt caft cannon, nice thousand weight of 
powder, great flore of other ammunition, but little gold or , 
nierchandize. Colonel Coine having appointed a governor, 
imd a garrifon of 140 Dutch ^ befides negroes in the fort, 
l^etumed to Mnt/ri^ Rjefolving to draw all poi&ble advan^ 
vf&tage.friMn the conflemation with which io rapid a con* 
queft had flruck the whole coaft, the Dutch general fent a 
meflage to the governor of j^xim, fummoning him to fur- 
TPK)^ the pi^^^f before he ihould be compelled by force of-. 

^ Bik%MOtf p, |64 
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arms. This was a fettlement, next to Ehnina,- of the greateft 

coiifequence to the Portuguefe\ and the governor anfwered/ 

with d rcfolution worthy of the confidence rcpofed in him. 

Brave an* Hi$ reply was, that the fort' had been given him to defend ; 

/wer of a that his oath, and duty to his country, obliged h^m to this ; 

Portu- that therefore the DuUh might come as foon as they 

gucfe gO' pleafcd, they would always find hijn in a condition to receive 

^iruQr. them. This bold conduft caufed the Dut^h for that time 

to lay afide the defign ; nor did the fort of Axim come into 

their hands till the year 1 642 K 

After the reduftion of Elminay the Dutch doubted not 
but the whole trade of Gmney would foon center there, and 
fall into their hands. Van. Tpren was ordered by the com- 
pany to refide at that important place in quality of gover- 
nor-general of Cuiney and Angola, He applied himfelf 
affiduoufly to the reparation of the fortifications; he en- 
larged the chief buUding, encreafed the number of the 
houfes, and was no lefe careful to give ftrength and beauty, 
• ^han conveniency to the place. At firft he treated the natives 
with great indulgence, but as foon as the Englijb exprefled 
an inclination to ihare in the trade of the country, and had 
' for that purpofe applied to the negroes for leave to eftablifh 
colonies, then was the kindnefs of the Dutch altered for a 
feverity and cruelty unbecoming a nation that owes its 
being to commerce, and forms pretenfiops to civilized hu- 
5j^^ Dutch manity. They even prefumed openly to attack the Englijb 
attack the by feizing upon Fort Cormantiny where at that time the go- 
Englifti vsernor ufuady refided ; a barefaced ufurpation, that became 
fettle- one motive of the war in i (^66, between England and the 
ments. United Provinces > To keep the natives in more abfolute 
ftbjeftion, they erefted forts at BourtrVy Sama, Cape Coqft^ 
Jnamaboay and Jkray under pretence of protefting them 
againft the frequent incurfions of the inland natives, their 
^heir »- conftant enemies. Not contented with this, they afTumed 
Jurfation. to themfelves a right of confining the commerce of certain 
places folely to themfelves ; even the filh caught by the 
poor negroes of certain fea-ports, they prohibited, under fe- 
vere penalties, from being fold at any price to other nations ; 
although to cheapen it they have fuffcred it to rot in the 
market. In a word, the government they erefted was the 
moft defpotlc and arbitrary that could be, taking cognizance 
of all affairs civil and criminal, and rendering themfelves the 
fole judges of property, liberty, life, and death. Notwith- 
ftanding this, they ftill continued to pay the lawful fovereigas 

« Ibid, ettam Provost, ubi.fupra. 
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a finall tribute for the lands on which they buik their 
faAories ; but this they foon reimburfed thcmfelves in,, by 
the moft unfeeling extortion, and corrupt perverflon- of 
juftice. 

The difcontent and difaffeftion of thenegroes rofe fo high, 
vrhen Barbot refided in the country, that having come to an 
open rupture with their imperious mafters, they kept the 
direftor general blocked up in Ehnina. This quarrel, which Nati'oes 
continued for ten months, ended, after two aflaults 'wtrtheJUgg 
given, in the lofs of four men only on the fide of the Dutch ^ £lmiaa. 
and about fifty on that of the negroes '^. However, had thofe 
barbarians' had perfeverance enough to continue the fiegc 
longer, St. George Elmina muft probably have fallen into their 
hands,' and been* for ever loft to tl^ Dutch. Barb§t thinks 
their refentment againft the Dutch but too well founded. 
He relates: fome of the moft cruel and farage puniflunents 
inflifted upon thofe miferable wretches for fedlts merely 
trifling, by the Hollanders , who ought rather to have fmiled 
at their fimpUcity, had they been pbflefled of the bowels of 
humanity. Hence it was, thafthe author was daily implo- 
red to procure them the prot^ftion of France, and affift them 
to throw off a yoke altogether unfupportable (D). ' 8uch has 
been the conduft of this phlegmatic people invariably, in all 
their conquefts and eftablifhments, whether in JJta, in Jfrica^ 
or in America. They would monopolize the whole trade of 
thofe countries, without deferving any fhare of the favours of 
the natives ; they would infinuate, cajole, flatter and cringe, 
that they might rule, domineer, and play the tyrant, both 
tending to the fame ends, felf-intereft, and the love of 
gain. 



^ Barbot, p. 162, 163, &fcq. 



(D) The following inftance 
may fenre as a fpecimen of the 
arbitrary conduA of the Dutch. 
As Barbof^ fhip lay in the road 
of Elfmnoy the Dutch governor 
obferved, while our author was 
at dinner with him^ fome ca- 
aces going to trade with the 
French (hip. This put the 
Dutchman into the moft violent 
paflion, and made him threaten 
CO feize the fliip and cargo ; 



which the Frenchman knowing 
he was too weak to refift, en- 
deavoured to divert by all the 
conceflion's in his power. Every 
means however was inefFedlual, 
till he propofed felting the car-' 
go at an under price to the go* 
vernor This bargain wae made ; 
and Barbot^ to prevent lofing 
all, accepted of about a tenth 
of what the goods were worth 

(3). ^ 



(3) Sariotf p. 167, 
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W£ come now to the firfl eftaUafhme&ts of our own tiation 
QQ the coaft of Cuiney ; a trade l^re bxviag been carried oa 
fbme years by private adventurers, wkhout the partidpadon, 
aid, or prote^ionof the government. In 1585^ and 1588, 
queen Elizabeth granted two patents to ceruin rith mer- 
chants of Englana, the one for an exdufive trade to die coaft 
diBartaryi the other for that of t^um^, between the rivers 
OriMoni Senegal and Gambia. In 1592, the fame body of merchants 
fr^refs 9f obtained a third patent, extending thdr rights from the river 
the Bng- N^u or Nagnez^ to the fonth S Sierra Lema. But whe- 
lUhV^a/ tber this trade was difconttnued on account of a deficiency i£ 
African ^^ capital ftook, from an ignorance of the nature of the 
€9mfaf^. traffick, or that the term of tl^fa- charter wasexphedi We are 
no*wfaere told ; certain oidy it is, tlut the trade was whbUy 
dropt, and again refumed in the fixtb year of Jaimes the firft, 
who granted a patent under the great fisal to Sir Robert 
Michf and other merchants of Londm, with an esclufive 
power, of more validity and extent than any of the fomltfr 
grants. Eveil this was infufBcient > the new company fiii* 
tained fuch a variety <^ lofles,~ that they grew heartily tired 
c£ the commerce of Afriea^ and as appears by a menaoiial 
delivered to the houfe of commons, were ready intirely to 
abandon it, without relief from parliaments Then it was 
that the Dutch b^an to (hare in the wailth of the other he* 
mlfpherey and to divide the trade with the Portuguefe. 
Their fuccefs excited fcnne other EngUJh merchants to re- 
prefent to James the firft, of what importance it was to 
this kingdom to prefferve the ^rican trade % a remon* 
ftrance that was followed by a patent to Nicholas Crijp^ 
Humphrey Harney and company, for the fole and exclufive 
right of that commerce ^. 

In the year 1 6 J; i, the iame rights were rendered and con- 
firmed to Rowland Wilfon and feveral other merchants, by 
the republic of England ,- but during the unhappy diftra£lion . 
of affliirs preceding this period, the Dutch and Danes had feized 
the opportunity of fortifying themfelves on the coaft of 
Africa ; infomuch, that with the lofs of their fetdements^ 
the £//g'/{//& company had the misfortune to fee their ftock 
arid capital ruined. Some pi'ivfte traders ftUl however con- 
tinued to frequent thofe coafts j but their fuccefs Was ni> 
better than that of the company, having loft (hips and eflfefts 
to the amount of 800,000/. fterling. The parliament, up- 
cfil feme reprefentations made by the merchants of London^ 
refolved to addrefs Charles the fecond, upon the fubjeft ot 

' V. a pampletintituled. The importance of the African com- 
panv, p. 10, 11. & feq. 
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the ^rkan ti;ade. Accordiagly ia 1664^ they petitioned 
his majcHy that be would be pleafed tp re-dlablUh this 
CQftiiQ«rce» and, by a vigorous exertion of his power, cur)> 
the iofotence of the Dutch ; but the war la 1665 {)reveated 
the e££ts of this appUcatiou >^. 

CuAJUUBs had granted, in 166X9 ^ charter to a body of 
merchants, under the name of the Royal Company of Eng- 
land traJing to ^rica^ .extending their limits fr<Hn the 
mouth of the Streights to the Cape of Good Hope., This 
comjsany, vMch was only^ in its infancy when the war 
broke out^ fiiffered extrandy from the depredations of De 
Huyt^, who took the caftle of Cormantm and fort of 7#^ 
iarayf with (hips to the amount of aoo^ooo /; By an ar- 
&ie in the treaty of Bre^^ reftitutioa was to have been 
made of aU the places taken by either jparty during the war ^ 
bat the a£&irs of the company were 10 low and dlfordered, 
that they confented to furrender their charter for a fnm of 
money ; upon which the king immediately eredted another ^ 
corporation!, called the Royal African Cmpany^ which has 
iiibMed tp this day. This charter bears date September 27^ 
14^72, and eftabliibes the Hmits of the ccmnpany's exdufive 
privileges from Cape Sale on the fbuth of Barbary^ to the 
Cape of Good Hope* Although the capital this new corpora- 
tion begun with was fmall, yet fo great was their diligence 
and fuccefs, that in a few years the face of afFdrs received 
a total change, Cape Coqfi was enlarged and beautified. 
This fort was the only remains of the old company, and 
purchafed from them at the price of 34000 /, The forts of 
Alkra, Dixcove, Winebauu^ Sukkonda, Commendo, and Anor- 
maioa, were built or repaired, all of them on the Gold Coqft^ 
leveral within muiquet (hot of the Dutch iettlements. They 
bought Frederickfbourg of the Danes y and bnilt a* new fort 
in Whidah. In a word, in fpite of all the murmurinss, 
jealoufies, and heart-burnings of the Dutchy they railed 
their commerce equal to theirs, and fuperior tp that of all 
other nations °. 

It appeared, that the Royal African Company ^ foon after 
their efiablilhment, expcH*ted of home manufa^res to the 
value of 7000 /. yearly (£) ; that they abundantly fppplied 

^ Vid. JonrH. H. C. fiib hoc anno. ■» V. a memoire pre- 
ttntod to the committee of the houfe, p. 667. 

our 

(E) The exports from Eng- amber, brafi of all forts. Wan- 
land to Africa^ at present confifl kets, bays, bells, amber beads, 
#f annabafles, arranges, rough €ryftal,coralandallotherbeads, 
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our American colonies with flaves at an eafy rate, and often . 
gave long Credit ; that they imported into England a great 
quantity of red wood, elephants teeth, gums, cottons and 
gold dufl ; the latter in fuch plenty, that from thirty tb fifty 
.thoufand guineas have at once been coined from the gold 
imported ; the impreffion being an elephant. Their fuccefs, 
however, was lefs confiderable on the north-coaft, where the 
Vutch Wejl' India company pofleffed themfelves of Fort Jrguirn, 

broad cloth, boyfadoes, car- as pickled beef, pork, buttef/ 

pets, camblets, copper of all ,cbeefe, bread, floor, brfcait^, 

torts, cotton ftufFs of all kinds, ftiet, vinegar, oil, fugar, raifins, 

worfleds, damafks, druggets, currants, ipices, tobacco. ShaU 

duroys, earthen ware, fringe, loons, Silefia linen, and aU other 

fiint» £re fleels, fuzees, rouf- German^ Scotch and Irijb linen 

quets, carbines, blunderbufles, cloths, fealing wax, fwords of 

piftols, gun- powder. Goods all forts, hangers, fcymetars, 

from the Eaft Indies, viz. at- cutlafles, foap, flops, tallow, 

laflfes, atchabannies, allejars, flate and marble. Trimmings, 

allibanes, brawls, baufts, beju- as lace, buttons, gold and fil- 

tepats, bombay fluffs, callicoes, ver thread, mohair buttons, filk 

carridarries, cherconnees, chel- thread, buckram and tapes. 

Iocs, chillas, chints, coopees, ticken, flriped hoUands, and 

cowries, chucklaes, cuflilaes, flriped . linens, IViicb plains ; 

cuttanees, elatches, ginghams, coats, wai(lcoat8, breeches, 

Guiney cloths, jamewares, long drawers, fliifts, flioes, flippers, 

cloths, longees, herbalongees, flockcns, perukes, wool-cards, 

lilkorphotalongees,lemmancs, all coarfe woollen cloths, l^c. 

muflins, negannepauts, nillaes, fcfr, Mr. PoftUthiuait^ the 

niconees, pintadoes, photus, fenfible author from whom w* 

poizees, romals, falam pores, have extracted this catalogue of 

lattins, feerfuckers, tapfeels, exports, has fliewn a Variety of 

taffaties herba, taffeties filk, irrefragable arguments and rea- 

tepoys, foufees, and many o^ fons, why the government 

ther fllk» and callicoes, with ought in a peculiar manner to 

great variety of drugs, por- protect this trade. Hfc has * 

celain, i^c» Befides the a- alfo given fome vifionary pro- 

bove goods, the African com- je6ls for raifing iugar colonies 

pany fend fine hats, felt hats, upon that coaft; without the la- 

handkerchicfs, hollands, iron hour of negroes; but as the 

bars, wrought iron, knives, firfl can hardly be denied by 

fciifars^ hard ware of all forts, any who adroit the. utolitf' of 

\ lead bars, flieets, 4nd (hot, li- fupporting oar American colo* 

quors, a« arrack, brandy, beer, -nies; fo the latter do not me- 

rum, malt fpirits, yvine, long- rit any great attention, till, the 

ells, looking- glaffes, medicines, author has proved them recon- 

paper, padlocks, pewter, per- cileable with pradice (^4). 
petuanO'es or ranters. Proviflens, 

M rid. Die. dm. G, 
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and the French^ of St, Lewis, at the mouth of the river 
Senegal. In r673, iiideed, they got pofTeiBon of Fort James 
on the river Gambia, and of a fmall cafUe at Sierra Leona ; 
the commerce of the coaft from Cape^ Blanco to Cape Monte 
becoming about this time equally open to the Engiijh, French, 
and Dutch. , But in 1677, and the year following, the 
French drove the Dutch from Arguim and Gereey and fmce 
thrfe places have been formally ceded at the treaty bi Nimi-- 
guen to the French, and they have clainied an excluiive pri- 
vil^e from that time. They have frequently fei2ed upon 
the Portuguefe, Dutch, and Engli/b traders, and not only 
affumed a dcfpotic government over that diftrift, but made 
conAaot attempts to extend their limitSi 

The revolution introduced a number of interlopers in the 
African trade, to the great prejudice of the company. 
Thofe adventurers diminifliing the price of European com* 
modities^ and raifing that of flaves, ivory, and gold duft^ 
obliged the company to implore the aid of parliament ; but 
a majority appeared at that time4n the houfe for an opert 
trade. For three years the trade was made free to all the 
merchants of Great Britain, upon paying to the company 
ten per cent, on their exports and imports, from port to port 
in Africa. Thenceforward, the decline of the trade became 
fenfible, and fo low was it reduced in 1 700, that the com- 
pany, after fetting forth the prejudice they had received from 
the encroachments of adventurers, propofed, as the only re* 
fource, to enter upon a treaty of neutrality with the French 
company, for all the eftablifhments between Cape Verd and 
Sierra Leona ^. This, however, did not take effeft, and the 
aft for laying the trade open being expired in 1712, all the \ 
remonilrances of the company to parliament did not prevent 
a renewal of it. Then the direfirors again changed their 
meafures, and began to think, that the decline of commerce 
was owing rather to the warm oppolition and rivalfhip be- 
tween them and the adventurers, than to the aft, w^hick 
laid the trade open. In faft, this oppofition only ferved to 
irritate both parties, now fo highly inflamed, as to flick at 
no means to accomplilh the I'uin of each other. The com- 
pany fpoke of the adventurers as pirates, and treated them a$ 
iiichas often as they had it in their power ; while the private . 
merchants retorted upon them, by aflertinjg; that they fattened 
upon the f polls of the nation, and reftrifted the trade, in or- 
der to raife the profits. ^Jow at length, the company finding 
every other endeavour fruitlcfs, began to chime in with their 

® Labat Douvcllc relation deTAfriq, occ!d. v. 4. p. 346. ' 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XVII. C rival*. 
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■^ rivals, and to inlinuat«, that by a coalition, the profits of 
each might be augmented, the trade extended, and the en- 
croachments of foreigners prevented, 6y means of their 
forts, and the facility with which they could penetrate" the 
navigable rivers, the coiixpany in one refpefk maintained 
gre^t advantages over their competitors. They could eafUy 
' pufh their trade into the inland countries, and procure a 
variety of commodities in greater abundance, and at a lower 
price than their rivals. But the adventurers, on the other 
. hand, balanced thefe by equivalent advantages. They fitted 
out (hipping at lefs expence ; they carried on the trade by 
correfpondents, without the expence of forts, governors, 
faftors and feryants. Hence they were able to cinderlell the 
company, particularly in the fkve trade, and to make three 
returns from the Jmerican colonies, while the others per- 
formed two voyages. All thefe reafona conchrred ift |>er- 
fuq^ding the direftors of the company, that their bcft method 
was to join iflue with fome of the moft wealthy among the 
advcntur-ers. In truth, they could notexpeft but to be 
lofers, while the nation in gSneral were gainers, and this it 
was that put it out of their power to maintsdn their forts and 
eftabiifhments. But as it was unreafonable, that they ihould 
fupport the expence, while ihe reft of the nation ftiarcd the 
advantages 6f . their forts/^^Ac company, in propofi^ a 
coalition, demanded an equivalent for this. The matter 
was referred to the board of trade, and all the parti- 
culars examined Sy a. fpecial committee. The refolutions 
of this committee were, that th^ trade (hould be free, and 
be exempted from all expences whatever, and that thecrowii 
be at the yearly .charge of 10,000/. for maintaining forts. 
The company complained that this fum was infufficient, and 
made it appear from their books, that in faftors, agents, re- 
pairing, intereft of money, and other expences, near three 
times the money would be necefFary to put the commerce 
upon a right footing. This they more folly proved by the 
examples of France and Holla?id; but notwithftanding all thefe 
meafures, things remained In the fituation.'We have men- 
tioned till the year 1730, when fome new regulations, of 
ConcluF^on ^i^^Ie confequence, were made. As we fhall have occafio'n to- 
oftbe hi' wards the cloie of our hiflory to fpeak more particularly of 
fiory of the the prefent ftate of this trade, we have here given only Iei 
European general idea of the rife and progrefs of the three chief £wro- 
fettle- p^^^jj^ companies:, 
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i Geography of the Gold Coaft. 

; CTRETCHING along the fea, the Gold Codjl c6h- Di^vifio^ 
j ^ tains a variety of different kingdoms and ftates, viz. ofthi 
Admir, called likewife Saku and Avina ; Axim ; Ankobar ; Gold 
Adcmy likewife called Little Inkajfan or Warjbes ,• Jahi or Coaft inttk 
Jahs ; Commendo or Guaffo ; Fetu ; Sabo ; Fantin ; Ackron ; *^iff^rent 
Agonna- or Anguirra § Antra or Aquambus ; Labbade ; Ma- kingd§mu 
go or Lampu Several authors have reprefented Cumey as' a 
mighty kingdom, whofe prince had by his valour and 
po\jrer fubdued all the neighbouring Hates, and fubjefting 
them to himfelf, erefted the v^hole into one potent empir^; 
This,' however, appears to bef a miftake of the groflcft nature^ 
the very name of Guiney being hardly lyiown to many of 
the natives, and fuch a monarch as they defcribe, unheard 
of by the bell and faithfulleft writers p. 

Th£ beginning of the Gold Coajl may be placed at Rio di 
Suitro da Cojiay near Ijfirii^ that being the firft place where gold 
is found; and the end at Lay in the country oiLampi^ three 
or four leagues from Akra\ becaufe there the gold is pro- 
cared, but accidentally from a people called Amaho] inhabit- 
ing the more diilant interior countrjfc Each of the above 
diviiions, provinces or kingdoms, have one, two or more 
I towps or villages on the fea coaft, ' between or under the 
i European forts and fettlenaents. Eight of them are real mo- 
Barchies, haying their own proper kings, who before the ar- 
rival of the ^ Europeans were called Captains ; the reft are 
• republics governed by magiftrates, who are fubjeft to the 
laws and periodical changes (P) . Upon the river Ankobar or 
Cobrj^^ which is properly the firft country of the Gold Coaft ^ 
there are a .number of towns, which compofe the three dif- 
I fere^t .provinces of Ankobar^ Aborrelox Abocro, and Eguira. 
The firft is a monarchy, the two latter republics. For a 
I number of years .the Dutch had a fort at Eguira, and their 
i gold trade, befidqs what they drew from the neighbouring 
I countries, was very confiderable ; this canton haying its 
own proper miaesu During Bqfinan's prefidcncy at Axim, a 

*F BAR^or, p. 145. 

(F) The negroes call it Ax* a guttural or harih found, call 
km ; the Dutch Atjitn or At- . it Axim^ HOW the moft geueral 
chiemi but the Fr^«f^, to avoid term (5). 

[$) Trenitfi^ vid^ t, v, I, ix, c^ 4. ^. 96» 
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very rich one was difcovered ; but the Dutch fooa loft foodng 
in the countiy, by an event equally tragical in itfelf and 
prejudicial to their intereft. The Dutch governor having 
quarrelled with the chief of the negroes, befiegcd him in his 
own houle, where he made a brave defence. His ball bdng 
exhaufted, he fired golden bullets at the Dutch, giving them 
at the fame time to undcrftand, that he was ready to com- 
promife the difference, which was an artifice of his defpair, 
to involve the enemy in his deftruftion. la the middle of 
' the negotiation he blew up himfelf and the Dutch, by aa 
aA sS brave:, as it was defperate and unfortunate. To efie£t 
mt this he had engaged a flave, by promifing him new cloaths, 
to ftand ready with a lighted match, with which he was to 
fet fire to the train, upon a fignal given. The poor wretch 
punctually executed his orders, and was buried in the ruins, 
no one efcaping befides a flave belonging to the Hollanders, 
who fufpefling the defign, ran to acquaint his mafters of it. 
By the .communicatioa between the negroe's houfe and the 
fort, the whole was deftroyed •*. 

Eight leagues eaft of Cape Jpollonia ftands the town of 
j^xim (G), which Barbot, without affigning a reafon, calls 
Achemhene. According to the ideas of power eftabliihed 
among the negroes, this had formerly been a great and 
powerful republic ; but^ the arrival of the Brandenburghers 
divided the natives. One party, in expeftatlon of an eafier 
government and loofer reins, put themfelves under the pro- 
teftion of the new comers ; while the other adhered to the 
Dutch* If we take a view of the country before this period, 
we flaiall find it extended fix miles in length, fevcn, fays Barbot, 
computing from Rio Cobre to the village Bofna, a mile weft 
of the Dutch fort, near Bourtrie. The canton of Jxim 
produces a prodigious quantity of rice, water melons, ana- 
nas, bananas, cocoes, oranges, lemons of two difl&rent 
kinds, with abundance of other fruits and vegetables of all 
forts. As to the maize, it is neither plentiful nor excellent, 
. by reafon of the humidity and moifture of the foil. So con- 
eferrf^ tinual is the rain here, that according to the proverb of the 

tion of thi ^ .^ . I i_ A • J • r 

cmntn ^^^^^^y ^^ f^in^s eleven months and twenty-nme days m the 
year, kice the natives export to all the kingdoms of the 

< fiosMAN, Epifl. II. Prevost, t. v.'l. ix. C.4. 

(G) Bo/man divides this coaft dnd Des Marchais, the miniite- 

into feven kingdoms^ and four nefs and agreement of their ac- 

republics; but we have here counts giving an air of troth 

followed the divifion of Barbot to thtir relations. 

coaft. 
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coafl» bringing home in return millet, yammSy potatoesi and 
palm oil. Axim produces iikewife great numbers of black 
cattle, fheep, goats, and tame pigeons, as well as othei^ 
fowls. The whole country is filled with populous villages, 
ibme OH the fea-fide, others farther up the country; all of 
them rich and beautiful. All the intermediate lands are well 
cultivated, and the foil fo fertilt as richly to compeofate the 
bbour of the hulbandman : befides wh],ch the natives are 
wealthy, from a conftant trafiick they maintain with their 
gold with the Europeans. This trade however is fomcwhat 
diminifhed by the long wars fupported againft the aegroes of 
Ante^ or Jderriy fince the year 1 68 1 ^ 

AcHOMBONE, the capital, ftands under the cannon of the Achomr 
Dutch fort. Behind, it is fecured by Jt thick wood, that bone f^e 
covers the whole declivity of a neighbouring hill. Between ^^-^''*^' 
the town and the fea runs an even and fpacious fiiore of 
beautiful white fand. Ail the houfes are feparated by groves 
of cocoes and other fruit trees, planted in parallel lines, each 
'of an equal width, and forming an elegant vifta. Thefe 
avenues, together with the extenfive profpeft, render the 
Dutch fort herCpOrie of the pleafanteft eftablifhments in Giii* 
ney^ ; an advantage which is greatly diminifhed by the humi- 
dity of the air and unhealthinefs of the climate, particularly 
in the rainy feafons. The little river of Axim croffes the 
town, and the coafiis defended by a number of little pointed 
rocks, which projefl; from the fhore, and render all accefs 
to it dangerous '. 

The government oi Axim is compofed of two bodies oiQovtrnt 
the natives ; the cabocereos^ or chief men, and the mance- ^f»*- 
roeSy or young men. fn their republics in particular all 
over, the coaft, the modes of adminiftration arc fo perplexed 
and confufed, that it is difficult to defcribe them. At Axim 
the cognizance of all civil affairs belopgs to the caboceroes} 
but whatever is of general concern, and may properly be 
called national, equally appertains to both members of the 
ftate. Thus, making war or peace, treaties or alliances, 
impofing and augmenting taxes, levying or paying tributes 
to foreigners, are determined upon by both bodies com- 
poCng the kgiflative power. Tbey here form a conftitution 
ibmewhat fimilar to a Brifijb houfe of peers and commons, 
where nothing pafles into aft that has not received the aflent 
of each. Like ^& commons too, the mancero^s often treff 
^af$ upon. the boilinds of authori!ty, and tran^grefs the pollf 

f B08M. ubifupra. * ^AaipT, ibid* 
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. tkal line that feparates and divides the difFercrit departments 
pf the government, Th^ir number being greater, their 
property is proportionable, and this will ever imply power 
m all dates where a fpark of liberty remains ; fo the peers of 
j^xim are often forced to yield their opinion to the obftinacy 
^nd weight of the commons. The caboceroes arc lefs wealthy 
in gold andv (laves, and of courfe l^fs regarded by the peo- 
ple* But what fists the authority of the. manceroes more 
• confpip uoufly fuperior to the caboceroes is, that the. fatter are 
often impeached before the bar of .the former ; but no man- 
ceroe can be tryed for primes of a public nature but by his 
own affembly ^ . . 

^. .. BpsMAN defcribes their m:eth9d of ^iftributing juftic^ 

c»wts. pearly in the following^erms. If one negro of private rank 
• • hath pretenfions upon another, he goes loaded witk prdents 
of 'gold or brandy, both qf magnetic virtue here'; to tte 
caboceroes. This he delivers, thep ftates his grievance, de- 
fires fpeedy redrefs, retires, and leaves them to deliberate 
rather upon the merits of his prefent than of his caufe; tf 
, it be determined to favour the plaintiff in an extraordinary 
manner, a full aflembly is convoked immedj^tely, or at fiar» 
Corruption theft in two or three days. Her? they proceed with great 
pf fhe ma- {o\tmmx.y to ai) iniquitous ■^ecifion, without iafligning any 
^ijirates, other reafon for their verdift than the force of the received 
bribe, and the gratitude due on that account to the plaintiff. 
If, on the contrary, the prefent of the defendarit be the more 
liberal, or if the bribes be equal, and the addrefs of the lat- 
ter fuperior, then the fentence takes a quite different turn, 
and the juftefl caufe in the world cannot procure the plaintiiF 
redrefs, or even a hearing. However, when the cafe is too 
flagrant, and the mei-its of the plaintilF's grievance univerfally 
known, to avoid fcandal, the caboceroes will decKue giving 
fentence, and have recourfe to artful evafions arid procraftina- 
tion. The fuit will be perplexed by falfe ^ofles, or inter- 
rupted by other * affairs ; nay, if hard pufhed, the aflembly 
fvill be adjpurned, and the plaintiff ofeliged to fit down with 
the lofs of his bribe, his grievance, and the difapppiritment 
pf his views. Thp fuit is iu this manner devolved to his heir^ 
ivho perhaps thirty or forty years after refumcs it with 
more abilit)% and perhaps before lefs partial judges. Bo/man 
^dds, that he himfplf^has in the derniere rejhrty or laft 
^ fippcal, h?td fuph caufes before him, as, from their antiquity, 
pne would be amazed how thf fmalleft trace of evidence ot 
yeftige of refcntm^n^ could be found ^mong a people igno* 

« * - 
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rant of writing, arid who have no memory of 'paft fafts hut 
by oral traditioa «. 

It Tometimes happens, that the plain tifF, finding the fen- 
tence likely either to be tedious or unfavourable, redrefles • 
himfelf by feizing upon the property in gold or Oaves of the 
aggreflbr. In this method of retaliating he keeps ftri^ly 
within the bound|'of.juftice, and apprehends no bad confc- 
quences from this felf-decifion, provided he Jives in anotjier 
town or village. Here he is fure of being fupporred by his 
^townfmen, xmd a private quarrel prefently terminates in a 
civil broil, noother way to be appeafed than by the fword, 
or an agreement between the original opponents. If the 
fentence of the cahoceroes ftiould happen to be equitable, or 
if the caufe fliould be decided by the Dutch governor, the 
difpute is amicably concluded by adjudging according to evi- 
dence ; but if neither party produces fufficient teftimony by 
witnefs, or probable circumftanccs, the defendant, clearing 
himfelf by oath, is acquitted. Should he fcruplc to purge 
bimfelf by folemn deprecation, judgment pafles againfl: him, 
on condition that the plaintiff corroboi-ates his charge by 
oath. The oath of purgation is always preferred to that" of. 
accufation : but if the plaijjfiff proves his charge by two 
or one witnefs, then the purgation-oath is not permitted 
to be taken. Hence arife numberlcfs inconveniencies, per- 
jury being a common crime among tlie .negroes : beCdes, he 
who believes himfelf aggrieved, by fubornation, never fails to 
watdi an opportunity^of revenge. Inftances of this nature 
are however the moft frequent in the interior and diftant 
diftrifts ; as all fuits arifing near the European forts are de- 
termined by the fentence of the faftor and the taboceroes : 
a judgment that is obligatory, admitting of no appeal, but 
to the. direftor-general. " Thus," fays Bofman^ " you fee, 
'^' when a law-fuit commences without the affiflance of at- 
tornies and counfellors, thofe pefls of fociety, they are 
terminated in a fhorter time, with Icfs expence, and per- 
haps with more juftice, than in countries where thofe 
gentlemen are employed. It mufl indeed be acknow- 
leged, that caufes here are fcldom io puzzling and per- 
plexed as to require the advice of counfel, or the addrefs 
of follicitors and attornles^ for the point in difpute; the 
judges and the parties are equally fimple and ojl a level." ^ 

This account of Bofmati's might have bren true in trivial 
crimes, and before the Europeans came to (hare Iq the exe- 
cutive power ; at prefent we find it contradictory to his owa 

» Epift. II. 
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tflertions, and the accounts of the beft writers^ who all 
agi'ee, that venality and corruption are no-whcre carried to 
a greater hdght than in the little republic of Axhn. As all 
qrimes are atoned for by 6nes and pecuniary punifhments, a 
door 18 opened to partiality and the indulgence of an avari- 
cioiis difpofition, the judge always fharing a certain propor- 
tion of the fine*. 

As to penalties in criminal cafes, firft, murder is puniftied 
either by de^h or a pecuniary mulft. The former is feldom 
executed, except where the criminal is poor and unable to 
anfwer the demands of his judges. The latter is of two 
forts with refpeft to freemen and flaves, the. fine for mur- 
dering a Have being trifling in comparifon to that exafted for 
the life of a freeman. We ihall have occafion to fpeak of 
this more explicitly under the feftion of general cuftoms 
among the negroes. At Jxim all fines are paid into the 
hands of the Dutch faftor, who in a .manner aflumes the 
fupreme executive power. This fine he diftributes to ,the 
injured perfop, after having firft deduced his fee, which 
before the prefidency of Boftnan rofe high, but by him was 
reduced. At prefent the faftor is permitted to receive no 
more than eight crowns for determining the moft important 
fuit th^t comes before him (JH). The only puniflvmcnt for 

^ ^cfts 

' "^ Aut. fupra citat. ibid. 



(H) Wc are at a lofs how to 
teconcile this with the follow- 
ing relation extrafted from the 
fame writer. In thp cQuntry 
of Artcohar^ which hath long 
been fubje6l to Axim, there 
lived tNvo caboceroes, both men 
of rank and diftipdion. Thefe 
had for a number of years been 
involved in a difpute, each pre- 
tending that the other was born 
Jiisflave, and that by inheritance 
he ha^ an ipviol^ble right over 
him. Each fupported his claim 
with plauiible reafons, and 
proofs deduced down for a fe- 
ries of ye^rs; infornuph that the 
cahocer-oe.s^ finding themfclves 
finable to decide a cafe fo per- 
plexed, referred it to Mr. Bof- 
ifnan^ a( that time pr^fid^nt of 



the Duuh faflory. Both par- 
ties came to an agreement to 
plead their caufe before him, 
and to fland by his award. 
Accordingly the court fat, and 
a whole day was fpent in thp 
hearing, after which Boftnan 
afTures us he knew jufl as much 
of the merits of the caufe as 
when it began. Both fidea 
broqght fuch a cloud of wit- 
neifes, and advanced fuch a va. 
riety of arguments, that it was 
ipipoffible to decide, where the 
merits feemed fo equal. To 
put a period however tp fp liti- 
gious an affair, Boftnan afked 
both parties, whether they were 
wilHngto fland by his.fentencej 
and upon their anfwering in the 
affitmativ^^ he proceeded to 

fpeafe 
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theft Is reftltQtlon, or paying a fine proporticmed to the Law fw 
quality of the ofiender. In cafes of debt the creditor may cemini 
feize of the property of the debtor double the fum due xoM^^* 
him : but the execution of this law being deemed oppref-* 
five, the ufual method is, to fettle the account by arbitra* 
tion, or peftitntion of the goods and chattels bought ^. But 
of this we (hall have occaiion to fpeak elfewhere. 

7 BoSM'AHi Epift. 1 2. 



fpeak to them in conciliating 
teraiB. He told them, that 
their pretenfions on both fides 
were plaufible, and their claims 
apparently juft; that the pro- 
per witnefTes of the caufe being 
long fince dead, it was not 
poflible to arrive at a certainty ^ 
and that all the evidence hi- 
tlierto produced being only 
hearfay and tradition, the me- 
rits of the canie moft confe- 
qoently be donbtfal. In a wotd, 
after having fully prepared the 
parties, and reprefcnted in the 
nrongeft manner the difEculty 
of the cafe, he reauefted that 
they would both relinquifh their 
claims, and enter into a perfedl 
harmbny and friendfhip, each 
acknowleging the other free, 
and fubmitting to the penalty 
of a fine, if he (hould ever 
again refume the fait. Both 
parties and all the'by-ftanders 
feemed pleafed with this equit- 
able deciiipn, and departed 
with all the marks of fatisfac- 
tion, after embracing each other 
and vowing eternal aflTe^on. 
The more eifedually to con- 
vince Bofinan of their entire ac* 
qaiefcence, both fides made 
liim prefents fuited to their abi- 
lity, his rink,' and the trouble 
be had taken. But three months 
»fter, the one hired rufHans to 
l^orther the other in his own 



houfe, which they accordingly 
effeded in the mofl cruel man- 
ner. Bcfhan receiving intelli- 
gence of this, fent to demand 
the criminal might be furren- 
dered up to him, that due pu- 
niihment might be inflidled ; 
but this the people of if^roW 
, abfoltttely reftifed. He then 
went in perfon, but with as 
little fuccefs. Determined to 
maintain the authority anddig^ 
nity of bis nation, he threatned, 
that, if they perfifled in their 
obftinacy, he would feize all 
the inhabitants of the town in 
his power, and punifh them as 
accefTaries to the murder; upon 
which they defired time to con- 
fider his demand. Next d^j 
the criminals appeared before 
the fort, in fetters, and were 
furrendered to him ; their coun- 
trymen at the fame time foli- 
citing that the crime might be 
atoned for by mdney. To this 
Bo/man had no objeflion; but 
pretendea dilHcuUies, in order 
to raife the price. When the 
fum was agreed on, the crimi- 
nals were difmifTed, the fine 
paid, and almofl the whole ap- 
propriated to the judge, a fmall 
proportion going to the rela- 
tions of the deceafed. Such 
were the equity and refolution 
of the Dutch prefident, by his 
own confeiHon (6]. 



.if) Bofmn, Eiifi, t|. 



We 



^* . • >& .. #• 



26 rbemJioryoftheGo\ACca&, B.XVII. 

Defcrtp' We fhall now defcribe the European kiikxn&nxs in Axim^ 
tion ojrthe beginning with the butch fort of St. Anthony. This fortaefs 
£aropean ftands on a high rock, which projefts into the feaia form of 
fittU' apeninfula. It is fo invironed on this fide. by other dan- 
^^r'*a yrgerous flioals and blind rocks, as to be inacceiGble to .an 
Fort St. ciien^y but by land ; and there it is fortified by a parapiet, 
Anthony, drawbridge, and a battery. of heavy cannon. - The building 
is neat, ftrong, and commodious for.the extent, that being 
but fnrall, on account of the narrownefs of the rock or point 
• pn which it is fituated; At fome difi:ance at fea it may -be 
. taken for a large white houfe ; but for two miles along the 
ihore nothing can be more agreeable than the fort in per- 
fpeftive, the village of Achombone, the wood behind, and 
the multitude of rocks of unequal heights which border 
upon the coafl:. In war time, the cuftom of the natives is, 
to place their families and mod valuable efFefts an^ong thofe 
rocks, to fecure. them againft the enemy. Th^. Port uguefe, 
who were the founders of this fettlement, fixed themselves 
during the reign of Emanuel upon a fmali point, which they 
found not only inconvenient but infecure againft the attacks 
of an enemy. They therefore, on being hard preffed by the 
Dutch, built the fort where it now ftands ; from which they 
were likewife driven in the year 1642. Upon a peace be- 
tween Portugal and the States General it remained by treated 
in the hands of the Dutch company, who have ever fince 
kept poffeffion of it.- 

The form of Fort St. Anthony is triangular. It has three 
batteries, one towards the fea, and two, fays Des MarchaiSy 
towards the land, in all mounting 24 pieces of iron cannon, 
befides redoubts. The gate is low, and fecured by a ditch 
dug out of the rock, and, as we have faid, a drawbridge, 
behind which is a platform, capable of holding in military 
order a body of twenty men. The faftor's ex prefident's 
faoufe is built of brick, and of a moderate height. The forra 
is the fame with that of the fort, having three fronts, each 
of which has an efplanade, adorned with orange trees. The 
garrifon is ufually compofed of 25 white men and an equal 
number of negroes, under the tx)mmand of a ferjeant. It is 
maintained at the expence of* the Weft India company, and, 
when well furniflied with ftores and provifions, capable of 
making a long defence againft any number pf negroes. 
However, St. Anthony fort is liable to the fame inconve- 
niencies as all the other fortifications on this coaft ; tie 
heavy and continual rains damaging the walls, and render- 
ing frequeftt reparation neccffary. -^his obliges the Dutch 
.always to keep a quantity of lime, or cement compofed of 
i calcined 



calcined oyftcr^fliclls, of which the coaft produces great 
abandance. The fituation of .the fort is eaft of the river . 
Jxim, which the Portuguefe called Rio Manco ; a river navi- 
gaWe only by canoes, but rich in gold duft waftied down fcy 
'the ftream from the inland countries ^. 

Three leagues eaft of Fort St, Anthony ftafids MouHt 
Man/ore, near which is the to^vn of Poch/oy large aiid popu- 
lous, the cMef or captain of which is known by the name 
of John.- This is probably the fame perfon as Atkins calls 
'JohnRonny. Pbckefo is an extenfive handfome town, fays he, 
' the houfes not inferior to thofe on the north and weft bf 
England, each furrounded by a grove of coco trees. It is 
ufnal with the people to aflemble in th$ ftreets, to fell their 
'COCO nuts, oranges, lemons, maize and kanka, or a kind of 
-paftiy, in making which the women are very expert '. 

Mount Man/ore is a jTituation extremely commodious for Fredericf- 
a fort, ie being the firft point of Cape TreS Puntas, Here it burgh, 
is that the Brandenburghers or PniJJians have their principal 
•faftory, called Frederic/burgh. This fort is well built, ftrong, 
and beautiful, mounting 46 pieces of ordnance upon four 
batteries. Bofman obferves, that the cannon are too fmall 
for the importance of the Settlement, and the gate fo large 
as to give the other Europeans an opportunity of applying in / 

derifion the proverb, "Shut your gates, that the town. may 
** not run away." On the esnft fide is a beautiful outwork, . 
which greatly diminifhf s the ftrength of the fort : but the 
greateft fault in the whole building is, that the breaft\vorks 
are too low, reaching no further up than the knee^ whence 
the garrifon in cafe of an attack would be totally expofed 
to the fire of the enemy. * 

The commander in chief of Fredericjhurgh^ and indeed 
bf all the Pruffian eftabliihments in Guiney, takes the title ^ 
of direftor-general of the Pntffian African company. In 
Bojman's time, their commanders and fervants, common fol- 
diers excepted, were chiefly compofed of Dutch 5 who, in 
Imitation of that people, exerted a fupreme authority over 
the negroes. However, they were always unfuccefsful, ow- 
ing chiefly to the inteftine divifions among themfelvcs, and 
in fome meafure to the obftinacy of the natives, who are tena- 
cious of their liberty. Barbot gives us the following relation Account of 
bf the rife of that eftablifhment. In 1 682 the Eleftor of Bran- ^^^ P**"^" 
denburgh fent two frigates to the GoldCqaJl ; the one mounting "^"y^'"<^" 
32 pieces of cannon, the other 18 guns, having on board ^'^ a ^- r 
120 men. The largeft frigate was commanded by Matthew ^J^fg|^ . 
de Fas, the fmalleft by Philip Peter Blanco. They arrived 

? J|)|4{ Etiam B arbot^ p. 1 36, * Aut* citat, ubi fup. 

ia 



28 The H0^ of tbi Gold CosA. B.XVII. 

in the month of May off Cape Tres PuntaSf and landinjg at 
/ Mount Man/orCf then called Mantfort, era&ed the ftandard 

of the eleAorate. Blanco, who was well acquainted with 
the character and cuftoms of the natives^ employed his cre- 
dit with fo much addrefs, that he obtained liberty from the 
caboceroes to build a fort upon the mount, and to eftablifii a 
regular commerce. After landing his cannon and throwing 
up fome flight works, he built a few houfes, and left a gar- 
rifon there, after which he returned to Hamburgh. So well 
had he managed his affairs, that fgme of the caboceroes deter- 
mined to accomps^ny him to Europe, and they were accordingly 
conduced to Berlin,whcre the ekftor received them with great 
kindnefs, fliewing them every thing that could excite their 
admiration and engage their efteem. , Next year they returned, 
under the conduct of the fame BJanco, who then built the 
fort and fully eftabliihed the colony. 

BosMAN gives us the names and characters of fix fuccef* 
iive dfreft<M*s ^, Of thefe the lafl, John Vifior, was a perfon 
of fo little conduft and prudence, that the affairs of the com- 
pany began to fall into confufion and ruin. At lafl the 
negroes, enraged agaiufl him for fome afts of cruelty he had 
committed, feized him, broke ail his, limbs, and after tor-* 
turing him with the utmofl barbarity, threw his body into 
the fea. Henceforward the affairs of the P ruffians were on 
the decline till the year 1708, when Sir Dolby Thomas was 
governor of the Englijb fort at Cape Coaft. This gentleman 
acquainted the African company, that the king of Portugal 
had offered his P ruffian xxa^o&j 40,000 /. flerling for the 
fort; however, it was not till the year 1721 that the Bran- 
denhurghers abandoned it, the company having purchafed 
both it and Arguim for 30,000/. 
The^aban' ACCORDING to Des Marchais, the Prujfians quitted Fre^ 
don Frc- dericjhurgh in the year 1 720, and put the fort into the hands 
dericf- of John Ronny^ king of Cape Tres Puntas. This author adds, 
burgh, that the y^ar following it was attacked by the Dutch, under 
■ pretence of a prior contraft with the P ruffians » But that 
the negro king replied with great courage to the commif- 
Honers fent to him, that the fort had been put into his 
hands, and that he would defend it with his blood. That 
he could not conceive any right the Dutch could claim to a 
fort built in his territories, and that their menaces fhould not 
deter him from defending it for the French, whofe right only 
he chofe to acknowlege. The conference being now broke of^ 
the Dutch began the attack with great fiiry, the governor of 

«> Epifl. J. 
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Mna marching with a choice body to give the aflault, John 
Ronny received him with ftich fpirit and addrefs, that, after 
the lofs of 1 55 men, they were forced to quit the liege, and 
embark with great predpitation, the governor and feveral 
officers being dangeroufly wounded. During the attack^ a 
French fliip, called the Princefs of Rocheforty lay at anchor 
in the road. After the Dutch were repelled fhe approached 
the ftiore, and the captain in landing was civilly received by 
the natives, and particularly by the king, who offered him 
the fort and his protection. A formal inflrument to this 
purpofe was drawn up, eight French and a certain number 
of negroes were appointed to garrifon the place, till the 
captain's return from Europe with a fufficient force, and every 
method for eftablifhing the right of the French nation. But 
all proved abortive, through the timidity of the captain. 
' After his return on board his fhip he fent orders for the 
eight French left in the fort to quit it, and avoid the fnarc 
laid for them by the negroes : thus, by his fufpicion' and 
pufillanimity, robbing his country of a valuable fettlement. 

Des Marchais aflerts, that Fredericjburgh is one of the 
moft conmiodious fituations on the whole coaft c. The an- 
chorage is fafe, and entrance into the harbour eafy to pilots 
acquainted with the road. The climate is as healthy as any 
, in Guineyy and the furrounding country rich and well culti- 
I vated. Befides the great quantity of gold found in the river, 
i the inhabitants carry on a^ confiderable trade in ivory and 
; flaves, befides the profits arifing from the fait made by the 
women for their amufement. The government is well con- 
duced, and the people in general, the magiftrates in parti- 
cular cafes excepted, pofTefled of fhe principles of humanity, 
induflry, and juftice. In a word, fays he, this trade is no 
lefs pleafant than profitable ; and, if the French had known 
; their own interefl, the moft important colony they could 
have fettled in Africa might have been at Fredericjburgh, 

Soon after the above accident it was taken by the Dutch, Taken fy 
who have kept pofTeffion of it, with great advantage, to this theDxnclL 
■ day, and probably will continue to do fb, unlefs circum- 
I fbinces occur to make them totally abandon the African 
trade ; a refolutionf that can only flow from fome peculiarly 
' unhappy change in thefituation of the United Provinces. 
Cape Tres Puntas, of which we have made frequent 
mention, had its name given by the Portiiguefe, from its 
being compofed of three points or eminences projefting 
I into the fea. Thcfe points are fcparated by little bays, 

f Dfis March, vol. ti. p. 56. 
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which, afford good anchorage. Each of the hills is cloathed 
by^beautiful woods, which are feen a great way at fea. Upon, 
the.fliore of the two bays ftand three village, Jkora, Jkrqn, 
and Infiamma ; to which lafl the Englijb give the same of 
DickfcQve, The village oi Mora is fituiited at the: bpt;toin 
of the firft bay, weft ward ; .^^r««!, on the declivity qf,, the 
middle, point, and Dick/cove on a little gulph formed by d?^ 
land between that point and Akron. Some voyagers affirm,^ 
that thefe three villages belong to WaJbaSy a country lying, 
between Jxim and Jnta. The whole of this coaft is moun-» 
tainous and woody ; among which the timber moft in efteem 
, is a yellow tree, much ufed in chairs, tables, and houftiold 
Fort Do* furniture. Near Jkora ftands the little fort Dorothea^ which 
rothea. received confiderable improvements from the diligence of 
the Hollanders. This building confifts of one houfe, flat- 
rodfed, defende4 by two batteries of ten guns eachj, and 
divided into a great variety of convenient apartments. 
Dickf- DicKsciovE was rebuilt by the Englijh in 169I1 ^tet 

having long dlfputed the ground with the Pruffians^ who 
were at length forced to evacuate it. In the fpace of. fix. 
years the conquerors had not completed their building ; ap4 
after all it fcarce merits the name of a fortrefs.; Bofman has 
often heard the Englijh complain of the fituatioa of this fort, 
as it is not only inconvenient for trade, but placed .in .the 
midft of a fraudulent, intradtable, and obftinately viciojas 
band of negroes, with whom, there is no dealing with fafety. 
If the Englijh have recOurfe to force, they are alfo Qpp0fpcl 
by force, and fo warmly, fays our author, that for five years 
after their ellabliftiment they were continually Ikirmiftiing 
with the natives, who at length laid fiege to the fort, and 
wer6 very hear carrying it. The confequence was, thj^t they 
forced the Englijh to accept of their terms, threw off tte 
yoke, and recovered their liberty. * Hence proceeded, fays 
the lame author, an alliance fo ftri<St between them,- that 
they jointly agreed to cheat all the ftiips that traded there, 
by paffing falfe gold for pure ; a fraud they here fi^equeatly 
praftifed. Bojman relates an inftancc of this within his own, 
knowlege, an Englijh veflel having bartered 1700/. worth .of 
merchandize .for fophifticated gold. On difcovery of. the 
fraud he applied to the Englijh chief governor on the coafl ; 
but could never procure redrefs. Thefe are aftions which 
difcredit a whole people, and ought to be puniftied by the 
legiflature with the utmoft feverity. The fraud is fo common 
as to be every day praflifed in ibme degree ; nor is it hardly 
poflible for Tlrangers in the trade to difcover the falfe from 
the genuine gold, fo artful is the imitation. In a word, 
' fays 
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and the French^ of -S/. Lewis ^ at the mouth of the river 
Senegal* In r673, indeed, they got pofTefSon of Fort James 
oa the river Gambia, and of a fmall caftle at Sierra Leona ; 
the commerce of the coall from Cape^ Blanco to Cape Monte 
becoming about this time equally open to the Englijh^ French, 
and Dutch. , But in 1677, and the year following, the 
French drove the Dutch from Arguim and Goree,. and fince 
thofe places have been formally ceded at the treaty bi Nimi^ 
guen to the French^ and they have claimed an exclufive pri- 
vil^e from that time. They have frequently feized upon 
the Portuguefe, Dutch, and Engtijb traders, and not only 
aflUmed a dcfpotic g6vernment over that diftrift, but made 
conAaat attempts to extend their limits;. 

The revolution introduced a number of interlopers in the 
African trade, to the great prejudice of the company. 
Thofe adventurers diminifhing the price of European com* 
modities, and railing that of flaves, ivory, and gold duft^ 
obliged the company to implore the aid of parliament 5 but 
a majority appeared at that time^n the houfe for an opert 
trade. For three years the trade was made free to all the 
merchants of Great Britain, upon paying to the company 
ten per cent, on their exports and imports, from port to port 
in Africa. Thenceforward, the decline of the trade became 
feniible, and fo low was it reduced in 1 700, that the com- 
pany, after fetting forth the prejudice thfey had received from 
the encroachments of adventurers, propofed, as the only re* 
fource, to enter upon a treaty of neutrality with the French 
company, for all the eftablifhments between Cape Verd and 
Sierra Leona o. This, however, did not take effeft, and the 
aft for laying the trade open being expired in 1712, all the \ 
remonllrances of the company to parliament did not prevent 
a renewal of it. Then the direflrors again changed their 
meafures, and began to think, that the decline of commerce 
was owing rather to the warm oppofition and rivalfhip be- 
tween them and the adventurers, than to the aft, which 
laid the trade open. In faft, this oppofition only ferved to 
irritate both parties, now fo highly inflamed, as to ftick at 
no means to accomplifh the ruin of each other. The com- 
pany fpoke of the adventurers as pirates, and treated thema^ 
fuchas often as they had it in their powef ; while the private . 
merchants retorted upon them, by averting that they fattened 
Upon the fpoils of the nation, and reftrifted the trade, in or- 
der to raife the profits. J^Jow at length, the company finding 
every other endeavour fruitlefs, began to chime in with their 

* Labat nouvelle relation ^el'Afriq, occld. v. 4. p. 346. 
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food : but with the number of the people, the fpirit of the 
. . few remaining inhabitants is fled; defponding, difpirited, 
And abjeft, they fhelter themfelves under the cannon of the 
DuUl^ fort, leaving the greateft part of the land wild and 
uncultivat^. It is really deplorable to view it at prefent, 
and refleft on its once flouriHung condition 5 and perhaps a 
better lefTon in politics and the direful effefts of war cannot 
be given, than by a view of the changes made by ambition 
and a haughty, turbulent fpirit iti the Antefe nation, in the 
fpace of one century ^ Bofman relates, that before the war 
that put a period to its glory, and clpfcd the laft fcene of its 
felicity, he had an opportunity of walking to Bourtry^ when 
it regaled the eye with numerous villages well peopled, with 
rich fields finely cultivated, and with every other objeft 
capable of filling the mind with pleafure, content, and ad*' 
miration of the wife Author of nature. Here a foldier, who 
could hardly breathe on his fcanty pay in other places, fared 
luxurioufly on half his income ; the labourer lived with the 
affluence of the gentleman, and he with the fplendor of the 
cobleman. Befides, it is remarkably the moft healthy fitu- 
ation on the coafl, it being obferved by all writers, that the 
number of deaths here bears no proportion to that in any 
other country on the coafl of Giiiney ^. 

The river that wafhes Bourtry^ whofe banks are covered 
with flately trees that fpread a melancholy fhade ova* the 
water, is navigable for four miles up ; but there it is choaked 
up by rocks and prodigious falls of water, which add to the 
beauty of the fcene, though they diminifii the convcniency. 
On both fides are feen infinite numbers of monkeys, apes, 
tygers, wild cats, and fome elephants, as well as cows, hones^ 
fheep, hogs, fowls, and all kind of birds. Its waters arc 
filled with ftidals of delicious fifti ; but the catching them, is 
rendered dangerous by the great number of fharks and cro- 
codiles with which the river abbunds. 
Bourtry* The principal villages of this country are Bourtry^ or 
BotrOj Boyera, or Petre Grandj Pando, Tokorary, which 
furpaffes all the' others in extent and beauty, Sokonda^ Jnta, 
and Sama ; all of them deferving particular notice, on ac- 
count of the coo^mercQ they drive. Bntro, pr Bmrtry^ flands 
upon a fmall river at the fbot of an eminence, on which the 
Dutch have built an irregular and mean fort, of an oblong 
form, -divided into two part;s, each defended by four fmall 
pieces of caonon. It was built by one Car aim y in the fer- 
vice of the Dutch^ who afterwards pafled into the pay of 

'' BosM. Epift. 12. ' t Ibid. 
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France^ and vfao obtained that privilege from the Eii^of 
jlnta^ on acknowleging his fuperiority by a flight tribute. 
This fort is called Badenftyn^ Its batteries command the 
village of Bctry^ which has no other commerce than the gold 
trade carried oil widi the negroes of Adorn. The inhabitants 
are of a mild and gentle diipofixion, greatly affeAed to the 
Europeans^ upon whom they look as their proteAors. In 
1708 the Dutch began to mark out ground for forming 
fugar plantations, and their dh-eflor-geoetal fent to U^iddh 
for two hundred flaves, who were to be employed in culti- 
vating them. They likewife fent to Europe for all the necef* 
fary implements, and noade fuch preparations as alarmed Sir 
Dolby Thomas^ the Engli/b governor at Cape Coqft. He tranf- 
mitted an account of their proceedings to his conftituents, 
and frequently rtmonftrated to the Royal African Company^ 
the danger of permitting the Dutch to bring to execution a 
plan which muft leflcn the value of the Briti/b colonies in 
the Weft Indies. Whether the intrigues of the company, or 
fome other caiife, might be the occafion, we know not ; but 
thofe fugar plantations never anfwered the great expeftations 
oiihc Dutch. 

The king of Anta !ias fixed hi^ rcfidcnce four miles from 
the Dutch fort, chufing to live near the Europeans^ as evea 
now. he is feldom freed from his apprehenfions from the in- 
curfions of the Adomefe **• 

. PoTERA and Pandosj two villages lying between Bouriry Tokorari. 
and Tokorariy are wholly inhabited by fifliermen and labour- 
ers, who drive a confiderable trade with their neighbours, 
exchanging the fruits of the earth and fifh for tlie produce 
of other countries. Thofe two villages are known at fca, 
by a large pointed rock lying before the coaft. Tokorari, or 
as the Englijb call it Tokorada, is the chief village on the 
coaft. Its fitiiatiun is on a hill, advancing into the fea at 
fouth-eaft, furrOunded by a number of rocks, fonle below 
and fome above the, furface of the water, for two miles along 
the fliore. Thcfe rocks are extremely remarkable, on ac- 
count of the prodigious waves that da(h againft them, which 
probably infpired the negroes with the notion of praying to 
them as divinities ; fear, according to jthe maxim of Lucre;- 
tiuSf rendering them fufceptible of the fentiments of piety 
and devotion. The town, which is difcovered behind thefe 
rocks, yields nothing in point of beauty, wealth, and ex- 
tent, to Bourtry, Around it are plains and delicious vallies, 
adorned with large trees and thick groves, and at every yard's 

* Barbot, obi fopra. 
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dtftance cgre feen the footfteps of different ammals on the 
'white fand. The Dutch had formerly a fort, called Witfin, 
' hard-by Tohrari^ which the Engli/by commanded by captain 
Holmes^ t()ok from them. De Ruytar retook it the follow- 
ing year, and, after putting the garrifon to the (word, 
levelled it to the ground, as a place of little confequence. 
Still the ruins of the fort are to be feen, after having fuccef- 
lively paficd through the hands of the Partugue/e, Danes, 
PruJJlans, Dutch, and Engli/b; and fome French writers 
allege, that it owed its origin to certain merchants of Nor- 
tnandy ; but on the moft minute inquiry Barkot declares 
that aflertion to be falfe and groundlefs ^ 
ne 9ia» The inhabitants of Tokorari have the reputation of 
ti'vesfa- building the befl finifced canoes of any in Guiney, One 
mousfor Ihall fee them thirty feet long and eight broad, compofed 
huilding of oue plcce of wood, and dug out of the trunk of a fingle 
tauoeu tree. The European (hips who frequent the coafts of Whi- 
dah, and trade to Ardrah, ufually load and unload by thofe 
canoes ; and their value may be judged of by the price they 
are ufiially fold for, which is never lefs than forty or fifty 
pounds fteiling. Such is the opinion Europeans entertain 
©f the difhonefty of the inhabitants of Tokorari, that no 
commerce is carried 6n with them, except for their canoes; 
befides, the coaft affords but. unfafe and bad ancborj^ge. 
Bojman relates, that in the wars between Anta and Ad&m 
this village was deftroyed, fo that in his time it confifted of 
a few houfes only. Since his time it would feem to have 
been rebuilt, as fubfequent writers fpeak of it as a large and 
populous place. 
Sakottda. Sukonda ftands on the oppofite fide of the fame bay. 
This is a rich and pleafant village, much noted for the cle- 
mency and healthfulnefs of the air. It ftands about fix 
miles diftant from Bourtry : and before the wars of which 
which we have fpoken, was reputed the fineft village on the 
"whole coaft. It however fliared the fate of all the other 
places mAnta ; its inhabitants were difperfcd, its houfes de- 
mollihcd, and a number of years enfued before it was re- 
ftored to its former flouriihing condition. The country for 
eight or ten miles round is not inferior in any particular to 
thofe we have defcribed. The vallies are beautiful, beyond 
imagination ; and here, fays Bo/man, nature feems to have 
exerted all her fkill, and poured forth her riclieft treafures. 
Ti^^Eng- Formerly the French had an eftabliihment here ; at prefent 
lilh and the Englifb and DiUch are the only Europeans who maintain 
£)utch 

* Barbot, p* 92. 
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forts at Sukonda. The Dutch fort, called Orange Forit, was ha've each 
built in the year 1 682 : the Englijb fort a few years l^efore ; ^fi^ ^' 
but the exaft date is not known. They are exaftly of the ^'^^^^^^^^ 
feme model, dnd fituated at the diflance of a mufquet (hot 
from each other. In the year 1694 the Dutch fort was fur- 
jprifcd and pillaged by the negroes, who maflacred in it a 
whole fhip's crew, that had unfortunately put into the road. 
Four years ifter, the Englijb. fort m6t with the fame fate ; 
and was rebuilt the year after by Mr. Nmrfe^ the EngHJb 
feftor, whofe name is ftill infcribed on the wall. Phillips-, 
who relates this tranfaftion, fpeaks of it as a meaii atid tri- 
fling fortification. In the year 1699 it was, according td ' 
hirfi, no more than a plain- houfe in the middle of a courts 
defended by eight or ten cannon. For five or fix years after 
this the commerce of the Europeans at Sukonda was on the 
decline ; owing to the mutual jealoufies of the Engli/b and 
Dutchy and a rivalftiip that was prejudicial to the interefts 
and felicity of all parties. Their animofities, indeed, had 
birth pftor to the taking of either fort by the natives, and 
this it was that encouraged them to the attempt. When the 
negroes formed their defign upon the Englijh fort, they came 
in two bodies froni Elmina, the one in a lai*ge canoe, the other 
by land. They approached the fort under pretence of de- 
manding an old debt • and the Englijb, after being made 
acquainted with their complaint, referred them to the Dutch 
governor. Although the Hollander was pcrfcStly informed Bruta /if j 
of the defign of the negroes, he affefted a profound igno- 0/ the 
ranee and difbelief of their intentions, notwithflanding the Dutch, 
repeated re'monftrances of the Englijb. After they had been 
driven from the fort, they were hard prefled in their flight 
by a party of the enemy *in their rear, upon tvhich they ^ 
requefied the protection of a Dutch fiiip that lay in the road ; 
but the captain's anfwer was, do you imagine that we take 
any concern in your misfortunes ? Art anfwer perfe<5tly fuit- 
able to the charaftfer of a Dutchman and a barbarian. The • 
Englijb replied, that they mufl: then pei-ifh. " Perifti then,*' 
faid the Hollander^ ** and God have mercy on your fouls." 
Hence there remains no doubt but the Dutch vftre deeply 
concerned in the plot, and other reafons appeared to con- 
firm the fufplcion, that they had no fmall dividend df the 
plunder k. 

In the year I700 there remained only the walls ofth-d 
Englijb fort : but though the Dutch pofTefled the whole trade> 
ihey di*ew little advantage from it ; becaufe the continual 

* Barbot & Phil, laoi fupra, 
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cfTorts of ihcrEng/iJb to reftore themfelves, greatly difiurbed 

their operations. At laft a re-eftabliihrnent was efief^e^, 

and a new fort rofe out of the kflies of the old, with more 

Df/crip' fplendor and ftrength than the former. Smith, who had 

tiono/tbe been there in the year 1726, reprefents it as larger and bet- 

Engfifli ter fortified than Dick/cove. The form i? quadrangular, upon 

new fort an eminence, fays Bar hot, about fifty paces from the fca, 

hire. between two Dutch forts 5 that at Tokorari on the weft, and 

Sama on the eaiK It is built of brick, and mounted with 

feveral pieces of cannon, the garriibn confifting of five white 

and twenty black men. As for the harbour and pier, the 

gardens and other particulars, they are in every refpeft 

equal to thofe of Dick/cove. One advantage the Euroj^ans 9t 

Sukonda enjoy peculiar to this fituation ; it is, that the forts 

(landing fo near, the faftors of both nations have conftant 

opportunities of each other's company when they happen to 

live in friendfhip and harmony; an advantage of inefiimable 

value to rational and focial beings, placed in this barbarous 

and ignorant country. • 

As to the villages of Anta and Boari^ their commerce is 
but accidental. They are fituated between Sukonda and Sania; 
the country behind being woody and mountainous. The 
former is of fome note for its palm wine, which the mer- 
chants buy up th«-e, and fell to all the countries on the Cold 
Coafi. This makes a chief branch of their trade, at the 
ftated periods of their vintages. The foil produces abun- 
dance of roots, fruits, pulfe, goats and fowls. It is remark- 
able, that the natives of this country are ever harrafled with 
a canine hunger, 2iboulimy, or infatiable appcdte; arifing, as 
fome imagine, from the liberal ufe of krifca, a kind of wine 
common in this place. Their gold comes from Mampa and 
Eguira ; but only with the permiffion of the Adomefe, and on 
paying a high duty ; thofe negroes drawing a large revenue 
from the power they have of blocking up the chanels of this 
trade. At the village oi Aboari the Dutch had formerly a 
fmall faftory; but the profits were fo trifling that they 
removed it to Soma, a large and populous village, where 
however the inhabitants ^re extremely poor ^ 
Sima. Sam A ftands on an eminence, the fort of which is watered 

by the pleafant river of Sti George, that difcharges itfelf into 
the fca. The town contains above two hundred houfes, 
which feem to form three diftinft vil^^ges, one of which is 
immediately under the cannon of the Dutch fort St. Sebaftian. 
Des Marchcds deems this town to be one of the largeft on 

J'BosM. Epift. I J. 
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the whole coaft, Barbot likewlfe agreeing with him in its 
fituationi extent, and number of inhabitants. The foJe 
employment of the natives is fifliing,. a' circumftande which 
cafiy accounts for their poverty. The government of this 
place is republican, the magiftrates having the fupreme 
power, being fubjeft to periodical changes, and under the 
authority of the king of Gavi^ who feldom, however, inter- 
feres in the ai&irs of the ftate. This prince refides fomc 
league3 diftant from (he fea, is rich, and much refpefled by 
his ndghbours ^. . 

Here the Dutch fort is built upon much the time plan as,^ Dutch 
that at Bourtry, During the wars htiwetn England SiVid fort htre. 
HoUan^f the EngRJh joining the negroes of Jabi^ made fre- 
queat attempts on Fjort St. Sebqfiian, but could never fucceed 
farther than in damaging the fortifications, without being 
able to feize it, the ^w^r^ keeping pofleflion in fpite of all 
their endeavours. Barbot' fays, that the apartments are con- 
venient,^ and the fituation for trade exceedingly favourable, 
the negroes of /^dom and lVi)r<:has caiTying on a conftant traf» 
fick in gold, which they exchange for European commodities. 
The Dutch maintain a great authority over the natives, not- 
withftandipg they pay an annual tribute to the king of Gavi. 
The river of Sama was by the Portuguefe called Rio de 
St, Juan, bat the natives xall it Bo/um Prat which fignifieS 
God, or tlie Divinity, agreeable to which they worfhip it. 
They affirm, that its fource lies four hundred mijes up the 
country, and Barbot agrees with them. The entrance is 
commodious for (hipping, ,who have nothing to fear befides 
aflat rock,"\vhich the failors czW Jihtfugar-cake. Des Mar- 
cteV alleges, that the Dutch having refolved, if poflible, to ^ 

difcover the mines, whence the negroes brought their gold, 
they fitted out a yawl with fix men, to proceed up the river 
to its fource. After they had been gone fix days, anid had 
rowed with great difficulties againft a rapid ftream for fixty 
miles, they found their labour was loft, and that the pafiage 
was choakcd up by rocks, ftio^, and cataradls, which 
obliged them to return ^, 

Sama is fnpplied with roots, fruits, and other vegetables, Produce of 
by the little territory of Jahen on the eaft, it Handing at the coun- 
fo fmall a diftance, that moft geographers have miftaken Mtry roun^ 
for part of its diflrift. A little farther eaft lies the country of Sama*' 
Jabi or Jabbah, which extends quite to Commendo. The 
king of this country is fo poor, that Bofman advifed the > 

European merchants not to truft him with goods to the 

«* ©esMarchais, Bo5MAM ubi fop. " Bap.»ot, p 15^. 
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' value pf ten pounds iterling, and this from no dtftruft of his . 
will, but of his ability to pay. He adds, however, that the 
fertility of the foil would foon enrich the inhabitants, if they 
were not expofcd to the continual inroads of their ueigh- 
bdurs, \viio fpoil and deftroy what they are not able to 

Abrobi. carry away. Here the village Jbrobi alone defer ves mention. 

• It is fituated upon a bay, with a large plain behind,' that 

ftrctches to the foot of fome high mountains. Very little 
pure gold is to be found here, the natives being as well 
^killed in adulterating it, as any other people in Guitiey, To 
conclude this, head, the Chamefcian river, or Rio de St, Juan 
is fo ufefu^ to the ^Holla-nderSy that without it, Be/man fays, 
' it would be difficult to keep poffeflion of the fort. By 
means of it they are fupplied with wood and water ; the 
kitchens and ovens have not only their fuel from thence, but . 
materials for canoes and fmall fhipping are procured tjy mean^ . 
pf the river. In ihort, it is the chief channel both of com- 
merce, and of the conveniencies of life **. 



Defcripion of tbe Kingdom of Cpmrx^endoV 

, np HIS country, which by voyagers is called Commendoy 
VConT Commany, Komany^ Jguejioy and Giiaffo, is border^ 

mendo." ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^y '^^ countries of Jabi and Jaben, on the 

*^ * north-weft by Adorn, by Jmbranbp on the north, on the 

eaft by a little republic lying between Commendo and Fetu, 
called Addena or Elmina, and by the ocean on thie fouth. It^ 
dimenfions are about fiye miles along the fea eoaft, and 
about as much up the country. In the center, on the flrand, 
ftands Little Commendo or Ctrmmany, by the negroes called . 
Ekki Tekkiy having Cape Aldea das Terras qx\ the weft, and 
Ampani on the eaft, with fome little hamlets lying in the 
intermediate fpace* Commendo had formerly been a part of 
Sahu and Fetu, but of late years erefted into a feparate and 
diftia6l monarchy. The chief city or-refidence of the king 
is called 6>^<3. It is weM inhabited and large, containing 
no iefs than four hundred houfes. The fituation is upon a 
Jiigh ground, at the diftance of four miles from Littie Com- 
viendo ; the Dutch diftinguifh both by thg names of Great 
Produce <?/^"^ Little Cqmmendo. This kingdom produces but little 
ihecoun- I'i^Gj Y^^ ^^^ ^^^ Valleys no Iefs fertile than agreeable, and 
>;-v,' the hills covered \vith wood, which affords the moft de- 

lightful profpeft. Behind Utth Commeiido, ^he- land rifes 

* 
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by a gentle af<;ent into little hills, beautifully clothed with 
li^oods of a perpetual verdufe, and at the bottom are mea- 
dows and plains difpofed in the moft agreeable manner, and 
filled with fruit-trees of various kinds : The natives are of j)i/kofyi^^. 
a warlike difpofition^ and fo numerous, that in this little gftht 
kingdom his majefty is able to raife an army of 20^000 men. peofle^ 
His ordinary body guardi s compofed of 500 llout fellows, 
well armed, refolute and lopl. Moft writers are perfuaded 
that Commendo abounds in gold mines, but that the king, for 
fear of exciting the avarice of the Europeans, prohibits their 
being worked. Barbot relates, that near Cape Jldea fome 
of the natives had difcovered a rich mine, which the policy of 
the council, to guard againft the Qonfequences, and prevent 
its being opened, immediately confecrated into a divinity p. 

As this country is divided into, two diftinft provinces, wc 
fliall begin with defcribing Little Commendo, This province, 
■ fays ArtuSy is by the Portugiiefe called Aldea das Terras^ 
and by the natives Ekki Tekki. Villault fays, that this town 
contains at leaft one hundred houfes. It ftands upon the 
banks of a fine rivulet, that empties itfelf into the fea on 
the fouth ward, which forms a kind of canal, or little oblong • 
harbour for canoes. The north-eaft fide of the town, where 
the French had formerly a fettlement, is bordered by littlrf 
i hills, at the foot of which lie fine rich meadows and pafture, 
I as well as fertile fields, every-where intdafperfed with groves 
of fruit-trees. Little Commendo had once been a place of 
great note, and one of the fineft towns in Gtdney. At. pre- 
fent it is only the remains of a town deftroyed by fire, and 
well peopled ruins of a once flourifhing and great city. Such 
it was in the year 1675, when moft of the inhabitants, who 
were burnt out of their houfes, retired to Ampeni, 

Here the natives are in general turbulent, cunning. Little 
and deceitful, much addifted to lying and ftealing. Their Corn- 
employment con fifts either in fifhing or in commerce, andmcndo, . 
their neighbours employ them as brokers and faftors, par- 
ticularly the people of Akamen, who drive a confiderable 
trade. Every mprning 70 or 80 large canoes may be feea 
upon the coaft, fiftiing or trading with the European {hip- 
ping in the road. About the middle of the day they put to 
fhore, when the fouth-weft winds begin to blow, both for 
facility of unloading aud for fecuring a market for their car- 
goes, either at Creator Little Commendo, whithier the inland 
negroes aflemble with the commodities of their feveral 
wuntries." No markets on earth are better fupplifed with all 

.... 1 
; 9 Barb()t> ibid. Prevost, t. v.I. ix. €.'4. 
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forts o£ gram, roots, fruits, palfe and fifh, thaa^thefe, aor 
at a more reafonable price**. * 

Her£ the Engiijb and Dutch have forts. According to 
Englifti Barbot, the Englijb fort is a regular fpacious fquar^ with 
fif^* baftioQS at each angle, the whole mounted M^ith 24 pieces of 
iron cannon. The fort is well fupplied with water, and 
guar^d by a body of 60 men, including negroes. Smith 
affirms, that next to Cape Coaft^ this is the prindpal fortifi- 
cation the Englijb have in Guiney^ at leaft on the Gold Coaft. 
^ , The Butch fort of Wedenbourgh is but a mufquet-fliot di- 
f ^ U d^^^^ ^^^ ^^ advantages arifing from fo near a vicinity are 
Weden-' deftroyed by the quarrels and jealoufies between the factors 
bourgh. ^f \^^^^ nations, who, according to the fame author, never 
. * live upon a footing of friend/hip. An Englijb faftor, a 
friend of Smith's, was attacked by a Dutch faftor in a 
cowardly manner, as he was afleep under the fliade of fome 
trees near the fort. The approach of his adverfary wiaked 
him, and he was juft able to fave his own life at thecxpence 
of the Dutchman s. The landing place, or where they un- 
fliip goods, is convenient, the gardens excellent, and the fcMrt 
pleafant '.. 
Weden- "Wedenbourgh, the Dutch fort, was built in the year 
bourgh. 1^88, by iS-u/^r/y, at that time diredlor general. The build- 
ing is a fquare, defended by good, batteries, capable of 
Siege of mounting 32 pieces of ordnance, if complete. "In 169 5, the 
Weden- negroes attacked it in the night, and at a time when 20 out 
bourgh. of the fmall garrifon, commanded by Bojman, were laid up 
with ficknefs. However, after an engagement of five hours, 
they were rcpulfed with confiderable lofs. Although the 
negroes poured (bowers of fhot into the embrafures, which 
could not be (hut clofe^ yet fo bad mnrflcmen were they, 
that Boffhan loft hut two men. Not difcouraged, they re- 
turned a iecond time to the charge, refolving to pufli their 
way fword in hand. Bofman had Tent for relief to Ehnina^ and 
a feafonable reinforcement arrived, juft as the negroes were 
cutting down the port-holes with their fwords. An obfti- 
n^tie engagement enfued between this detachment, endea* 
vouring to force their way to the fort, and the negroes de- 
termined, to oppofe them. After a warm confli^, which 
laftcd half an hour, the Dutch were overpowered and dc* 
fcated^ however, a confiderable number found means to 
enter the fort. By this fupply the fpirits of the garrifoa 
were raifed, and the negroes difcouraged from pro&cuting 
the fiege. ?ofinan relates, that liis gunner had the treachery 
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to nail up his cannon ; a piece of villainy that was nearly 
attended with the lofs of the fort. When the liege was 
laifed, the delinquent was fent in irons to Ehnina, to be 
pnnilhed according to his deferts, inftead of which, he was 
not only fet at liberty by the direftor general, but promoted 
to a place of more trull and profit, than he had before en- 
joyed ^ Thus we fee that prejudice and partiality can have 
place even in the bofom of a ftoical Dutchman. 

The principal commodities for which there is a demand Comnodi* 
by the n^oes of Commendo, are> glafs beads, brafs heUs ties. 
:uid buttons, long linen cloths, and woollen (lulFs. The 
former they fend up the country in exchange for gold ; the 
latter they keep for their own confumption ; however, thofe 
articles are fold only by retail, and fuch a. variety of faftors, 
brokers, and agents, are employed by thofe negroes, as 
makes trading with them equally tedious and uncertain^ 
When they are at war with, neighbouring nations, trading 
thither for (laves is profitable, for they hurry to difpoie or 
their prifoners to fave the expence of maintaining them. A 
vefTel arriving upon fuch an occafion is fure of completing 
her cai'go in a few days. Barbot complains, that the adul- vj ^ . . 
teration of gold here is commonly praftifed, and with great //^ -^ 
addrefs. The worft gold is that called jlkra or Kraka^^i^i^/ 
but this fraud is not of late invention, for Artm obf^rvcs, 
that in his time, the people of Commendo were infamous for 
this fcandalous cufiom. After having melted it with copper, 
they cut the mafs into fmall pieces, the better to difguife the 
mixture. Nay they have even had the effrontery to oflfer 
the Dutch copper inftead of gold *. 

When the people of Commendo are at war,, they ufoally 
have a flave market at Little Commendo^ for the more quick 
difpatch. Here too they keep quantities of gold in the hands 
of certain agents, employed to carry on trade, while the reft 
arc fighting the enemy in the field. The gold trade indeed 
. is not very confiderable, tho' the negroes fhew the ruins of a 
Mrmdn feftory, eftablilhed folely for the gold traiEck. ,Thc ^^ ,// 
frmr^. build much upon this old faftory; and a late writer i^rencli 
of that nation afierts, that had theychofen it, they n)ighty!»r/ «f 
have retained the exclufitre commerce of Commendo to this (^om- 
£y. His arguments are founded upon a traditional ftory, wtDdo. 
that one of the kings, hearing that 2l French (hip was arrived 
in the road, fent refrefhments on board, and ordered the 
meflenger to acquaint the captain with his refolution never 
to trade with any other JSuropeans, as long- as the French 

* BocM. £pift4. < 6Aa*<yr, p. 268. . 
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favoured him with their cuftom. Barbot relates, that the 
natives to this day exprefe a peculiar regard for the French. \ 
On his fecond voyage, ia the year 1682, the king fent his 
fda on board, a^ a pledge for his, the captain's return, if he 
came to Commendo to fettle a treaty of commerce between the 
two nations, although at that time he denied the Englijb and 
"Scheme of Dutch the liberty of erefting forts. Barbot^ after his return, 
Barbot. propofecj this treaty to the minifter, and mentioned the di- 
./.' ilrift of Ampeni, as the mofl commodious for a fort. His . 
remonftfances were, however, difregarded «. In the year 
1688, Du Cajfe arrived on that coaft with a fquadron of 
four men of war, equipped at Rochefort^ with intention of 
formfing fome fettlements at Commendo^ where the natives 
werepropofing to throw ojfFthe yoke impofed upon them by 
* the Hollanders, Here he aftually erefted a faftory, in which 
he left a fmall garrifon, and then failed to Alampi and 
Whidah, with the fame- intention. A few months after Du 
Cajfe's departure from Commendo, the intrigues of the Dutch ^ 
kindled a war amongft the negroes, in which their king .was 
- klUed, and the new-founded Fre7ich fettlement pillaged ; 
• ' 'the garrifon being forced to flcreen themfelves under the pro- 
teftion of the EngUJb, at Cape Coajl, After this diigrace, the 
cnterprize was never again refumed.' 

A LiT^TLE to the eaft of this fort ftands a village, called 
Lari Terra Piguena, or Lari, It belonged to the Dutch, but 

the commerce carried on was inconfiderable, on account of ' 
its vicinity to Efmina, which engrofTed all the capital branches 
of trade. When the Portuguefe defire to trade, they fend 
fome of th^ir natives to Tekki Ekki, or to Commendo^ with 
^old duft to be fold to the Dutch ^. 
Caufe of The kingdom of Commendo was in tbe moft flourifliing 
the ^ar condition, when the arbitrary and haughty conduft of the 
twiththe Dutch obliged the natives to feize arms in defence of their 
Dutch. liberty, and to refcue themfelves out of the jaws of deftruc- 
tion. Hoftilities were however for a while fufpended by the 
'good offices and inierpofition of the king's brother, then in 
the fervice of the Dutch governor of Elmina ; but this ufeful ' 
tnfediator having been difmifled and affronted, the Commen- 
' dians only wanted a fair opportunity of decla? ing themfelves 
and coming to an oJDcn'rtiptureV In 1694, the governor oF 
' Elmina^ having had .miners fent him from Europe, began to 
make fome trials of their fkiil upon a little hill, two miles 
di-ftant from Wcdenhourgh ; the natives were highly -enraged, 
becaufe that eminence happened to be one of their divinities, ' 

^ "' idemibi^. * y BpsMai^* Epift. ^. 
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They^attacked the miners, feized upon all their utenfils, and 

made prifoners of thole whofe want of addrefs or aftivity 

prevented their efcape. Of this infult the Dutch complained 

to the king, but he declined giving fatisfadlion, by proteft- 

ing his innocekce and ignorance of the faft. Being ftro^gly 

urged to punifti the offender,, he laid the whole blame upon 

John Kabesy who refided near the fort Wedmbourgh^ 'and 

carried on a confiderable traffick with the Dutch (K). Be/man 

howevef contradift? this, giving for a reafpn, that Kahei^ 

was a perfon of no courage or refojhjtion ; a charafler by m> 

^eai^s confident with what ^/zri<?/ rejates, and probaMy 

owing to BofinarC^ flrong prejudices agaioil him. The governor 

oiElmina, upon the king's declar^ition, marched fomp ttoops 

into the territory of Commendoy under the pretext of obliging 

Kaks to make fatisfaftion. . Upon the firft repcwt of their Hoftilities 

arrival, Kabes came out of his village? to juftify himfelf, and begun be- 

io offer them prefents ; but finding that they proceeded to 'fnusen the 

ravage and lay wafte the country, he prepared for hjs de- Dutch 

fence. He af&mbled a body of troops, imet the Dutch, and ^^^ Com- 

a Iharp aftion enfued, in which both fides loft a nuaiber of '^^^" 

men. . This event flung the affairs of the whole country into ^^* 

fonfufion. Kabes^ to be revenged on the Dutch^ invited the 

Englijh to fettle in Commsfzdo, or iiji'its neighbourhood.* He 

pven offered them a refidence in \ih own town, and promifed 

them in a fliort time to enable them to rebuild the ruins of 

an old fort they had formerly poffeffed. Bpjman faid', that 

with fuch diligence did they fet to work on the fort, as in a ' 

few weeks to make it habitable, and fo ftrong as to render 

difpoffefling them difficult *. . 

* Idem ibid. etiamBARBOT, p. 159. & fe^ 

(K) By Sir Ddhy Thomases i^^Wi?. Upon feme freflioccafion 

letters to the diredors, dated of complaint, he joined himfelf 

I^ov. 1 , 1 701 . it appears that to the interlopers, and by his 

this Kabes had formerly lived at affiftance, put themfelves in a 

Cape Coaft, from whence he re- condition, in the year. 1702, to 

tired, to avoid the payment of ered a fort with eight pieces of 

pertain debts he had contradlcd. cannon. This did not prevent . 

Although he had been the bitter his being again reconciled tq 

cDcmyofthe£>w/f;&,onthisocca- the company in 1707, and fur- 

ifion a purfe of gold gained him nilhing them with powerful fuc- 

tbe governor of Elmina's protec- cours againft the Hollanders. In 

lion, and the liberty of fettling a word, be was a perfon 6f an 

near Wedenbourgh. Afterwards aftive lively turn, perfei^y ac- 

wpon fome difgufl he again went qviainted with his own intereft. 

©vec to the Englift?, and became but too fickle lo purfue it' {7). • 
ufcfu] in ere^ing a fort at Com- 

(7) Barbot, p, 439, 
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: It is defended by four batteries, and a ftrong towar 
mounted with' cannon, which might greatly annoy the Dutch, 
Bo/man aflerts, that the Dutch company complained grievouily 
of this eftabliihment, and impeached the indolence, the ig« 
norance, and the cowardice of the governor of Ehnifia^ for fti 
Mifioft' cafily permitting it to be ercfted. His condiift to Kabes was 
iiuS o/tht likewife taxed as highly impolitic ; but the governor flattered 
Datch bimfelf with acquiring the fame honour as Swerts^ another 
l^vemQf. j)jj^fch governor, had done. This man, after the king's- 
death, had obtained by his addrefe an abfolufe power over 
the natives of Commendo^ and the prefent governor expe^ed 
the fame fuccefs. To repair his former errors, he had the 
precaution to engage for the fum of 5000 /. an army of ne- 
groes in the fervice of the company. This body was formed 
out of the inhabitants of Jc^er and Kahejierey and poweif ul 
enough to reduce both the king of Commando zxkiKabesy had 
not the governor been imprudent enough to declare, that 
after chaftizing them, he would turn his arms againfl: the 
negroes of Faniin and Sabu. To avoid ruin, and from abfolute 
neceffity, thofe kingdoms were obliged to join ths, Commen- 
Coramtn^dians* They formed a body fo powerful, that after fre- 
dians de- quently defeating the Dutch and their allies, they rendered 
fiat thi ^ them incapable of attempting new enterprizes ; but'divifions 
Batch in foon arofe among the conquerors, that quickly flopped this 
Jroeral y^pid courfe of viftory. Tehki Ancariy brother to the king -of 
hattUi* Cammenda^ unmindful of his duty to his country, king and 
engagements, went over to the Dutch y with the negroes of 
Adtmiy and fome other auxiliaries. An incident fo unforefeen, 
put the Dutch in a condition to venture the hazard of another 
battle, where the ifTue remained a long while in fufpencc. 
At length viftory fo far declared itfelf for the Dutch y thtat 
their troops began to neigleft every other care for the bufinefs 
7be of plundering the enemy's camp. This the king of Com^ 

bravery o/mendoy one of the braveft princes of his age, obfervcd, and 
the king of ^QXisxmixiti. to profit by their error. He rallied his men, 
^°^' and gave orders they fhould march up to the enemy with 
^^^ ^' their mufquets clubbed, to deceive thepi into a belief of 
their being a body of allies, come to fliare in the booty. The 
ftratagem fucceeded to bis wifti ; he attacked the enemy witl^ 
the utmoft vigour, eafily drove them out of the camp, made 
prodigious (laughter among them, and obtained a moft com- 
plete viftory. Bo/man charges the whole of this lofs upon 
the mifconduA of the Dutch governor, firft in imprudently 
irritating two powerful nations, and next in permitting his 
troopsrto defert the viftory in their hands, in quell of plundec^, 

y" BAaBOT, p. 265. 
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. The next governor who fucceeded^ refolved to purfue 
pth€r meafur^. Having, nothing to hope for by force of 
arms, he tries the eiTeAs of negociations and treaties. He T'ArDotch 
propofed to the king oi Comme^ido z perpetual alliance oiflen- offer tnrms 
iive and defenilve, on the fole condition of being indemnified of peace ^ 
in die lolTes oocafiotiod by the war. H.«re the Englijby who *"' ^^ '•'; 
could expeft no advantages from this rfxonciliation, repre- -^f . '*•* 
fcnted to the king, that as he had not occafioned the war, J f '*" - 
it^s unreafonablc.he fliould fuftain the expence, which ^7f£^^ 
would only ferve to encourage the Dutch to enter upon a lifh^ 
frefli war* They added, that now it was in the king's 
power to impofe his own terms, and that the Englt/h were 
ready to affift him with all their forces, in doing himfc-Jf 
.joftice. The king, gained With propofals which equally flat- 
tered his refentment and his interefl, recommenced hoflilities. 
the Dutch continued for fome time to bear thofe injuries 
with patience, hoping to overcome the king^s paiHon by 
gentlenefs and moderation ; but perceiving that every daj^ 
produced frefh outrages, they had recourfe to the negroes 
of Fantj^n, engaging them by a fubfidy to remain neutral. 
Thus thofe barbarians were engaged by both fides ; from the 
one they received a fum of money for fighting, and from the 
other, a larger fum for remaining iDa<^ive fpeftators. The 
laft they chofe, as mofl for their intereft and agreeable to 
their inclinations; nay, by raifing the fubfidy to 300/. 
fteriing, they engaged to declare war againft theirformer 
allies, andtoaiTift the ^ Dutch with all their forces. While 7"^^Dntch 
the governor of Ehnina was feeding himfelf with great ilifappoint* 
hopes from this new alliance, he had the mortification to fee ed-by all 
all his views defloyed, by a counter-mine of the Englijh go- their al- 
vemor at Cape Coajlj who offered the fame fum to the Fan^ ^'^'» *"' 
tynefe, if they would remain neuter. This they embraced ^^fi^ted. 
for the fame reafons for ^^hich they accepted the firft offer of 
the Dutch. Their chief was the only man among them 
who was difpofed to perform his engagements with the HoU 
landers. Him therefore they depofed in a folemn aflcmbl}% 
and in his room fubflituted a prince more ready to comply 
with the humours of the people. The Commendians flill con- 
tinuing their infults, obliged the Dvtch to apply to the Ad9* 
mefe, on the one fide, and to tlie negroes of Jkani and Ka- 
bejhore on the other, promifing each the fum of 500 /. for 
their aid againft the Commendians. The efFefts of thefe trea- 
ties appeared infallible ; but the divifion of the fubfidy had 
. occafioned civil wars among the new allies, and fo embroiled 
their affairs, as rendered it .impoflibls for thqm to ferve the 
Dutch, Inftead of reproaching their treachery, the governor 
8 of 
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of SbniHA turned to the negroes of Dinkira^ whom he en- 
deavoured to gain heartily Into his caufe, by a fum of 800 /. 
ftcrlipg. This they accepted^ and were preparing to take the 
^ fields when an incurfion of fome neighbouring nations into thdr 

territory, obliged them to employ their troops in their own 
defence. Howisver, they had ^o much honour as to returtt 
the fubfidy, dedufting on^y a part for the expences of am- 
bafladors ; an example that was by no means followed by 
the Fantynefe^ who thought of nothing lefs than a reftitution. 
In this defperate ftate of their afiairs, there remained no al- 
ternative befides ruin, or in the humbleft manner fuppUcat- 
•j|/5wwtf'- *^S P^^ace; but a fortunate incident gave a happy turn to 
Meinci' ^^SakSy and an opportuuity , of extricating themfelves ifi^ 
dent re- more honour. The brother of the king of Commendo, who 
fieves had deferted to them in the beginning of the war, had, upon 
tkem, fome mifdemeanour, been banifhed with all his family to 
Surinam* His baniftiment coming to the ears of the direftors 
of the company, was by them thought too rigorous, and 
accordingly revoked. The prince was fct at liberty, brought 
back to Elmina, and employed to bring the king his brother to 
hearken to reafonable propofitions of peace. In this bufinefs 
he acquitted himfelf with fo much addrefs, that he foon dif- 
pofed the king to liften to certain tarms, in confequence of 
which, a peace was concluded every way honourable and ad- 
vantageous to the DutchK We are (hocked at the thoughts 
A trea* ^^ relating the fequel. The Englijb at Cape Coqft^ difgufted 
chiroui at' "^^^^ ^^^ king's conduft, had him afTaffinated at a feaft to 
tionofthe which they invited him; a fad recompence for the faithful 
Englifh. fervices this brave prince had done them; and an aftion, that 
will ftain with ignominy the memory of that unworthy go- 
vernor, whofe name we chufe to p^fs over in filence (L), 
An adtion fo barbarous and infidrous, threw the country 
^he Com- into new troubles *. The Commendians were feized with the 
mendians the ftrongeft refentmeirt againft the Englijhy and entertained 
refent the themoft bitter but juft notions of revenge, for the death of their 
tnurther e/* brave king. On the other hand, Tekki Ankan^ the king's 
their king, brother, who had connived at the murther, fecretly quitted 
Elmina to join himfelf to the EngliftOj and with them to fight 
againft his country. They propofed to the Dutch an union 

^ Idem ibid. BosMAN,£piil. 4. * Barbot, ibid. 

(L) We have it from the beft Coaflj which the negroes are 
liuthority, that the head of this defirous of purchafing at any 
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.againil the Commendians, and pointed this out as thefavour- 
. abk opportunity of revenging the injuries they had fulFered 
in the late war; but the governor of Elmina ftiut his ears 
againft every, propoiition tending to involve him in freih 
quarrels, fo ruinous to trade and commerce. Tekki Ankan 
and the Englijb then looked out for other alliances ; they 
engaged feveral little ftates in their caufe, and aflembled 
an army greatly fuperior to the Commendians. The iflue of The Eng- 
the firft battle was agreeable to juftice ; the Englijb were hfh /at- 
defeated, and a complete viftory obtained by the CommemUanSyfi^^* 
owing chiefly to the conduft of their leader Tekki Ami, who 
iignalized himfelf greatly in the adlion, and gained the 
reputation of being as brave and fkilful a commander as 
tlieir late king. 

Although the 2)»/t:^ had embraced a An£t neutrality, 
the Commendian general paid them the complin^nt of fending 
to Elmina a great number of the enemies heads, teftifying by 
this, that he was refolyed to live and die in the fervice of the 
EoUanderi. The compliment was well received, and the 
ambafladors returned loaded with prefents. A fairer occa- 
fion, fays Bofman^ could never offer of revenging themfelves , 
upon the Englijb, had they heartily efpoufed the caufe of the 
Commefidians ; but the Dutch governor was influenced againiV 
the national, intereft by a favourite negro, called Azim, a 
raprtal enemy to the Commendians, This man never de- 
fifted from exciting his ambition, by propoiing the conqueft 
of Commendo, as a juft reparation of tbe lofles the company - ' 

had fuftained under the preceding governor. His arguments ^ <viVain^ 
had fuch weight with this weak agent of the Dutch, th^t ous aaion 
without confuhing his council, he determined to attack the of the 
negroes of Fetu, a nation fubjeft to the Commendians, All Dutch go^ 
the rights of nations were violated to gratify his ambitiop 'vemor. 
and favourite flave. He began hoftilities upon a market day, 
when theFetuans were bringing their goods to Elmina, under 
the fanftion of publick faith and folemn treaties. In a word, 
as if the Dutch governor were determined to equal in 
treachery and the blackeft villainy the Englijh at Cape Coajl^ 
he attacked and pillaged, without honour, remorfe, or con- 
fcience, thofe induftrious and inoffenfive negroes. Many of 
them were killed on the Ipot, and twenty-four prifoners 
carried into Elmina, put on board a fhip in the road, arnl 
fent into perpetual flavery. The pretext for fo ihocking a 
violation of publick faith, was the murther of certain womea 
of Elmina, whom the Dutch afTerted were maflacred under 
the walls of the fort by the Fctuans, The allegation was 
faifc; and had it been true, none but a bafe mind could ftoop 

to 
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to fo mean and treacherous^ a revenge. Thofe women weffe 

rmt to death by Tekki Ankan^ and the conncil of Mina were 
b fenfible of the (hare their governor and his fkvonrite Azim 
had in it, that they chofe to drop the inquiry, which they 
knew muft terminate to their diOionour ''• 
Wr Dutch ^^ '^^5 deteftable and unwarrantable conduA, the Dutch 
trade en trade at Ehnina was ruined at one ftroke, and the Comment 
thi decline, dians and Fetuans became the irreconcileable foes of Itol^ 
land and the Dutch company. On the other hand, the 
Englijb had ftrengthened themfelves by new alliances, and 
believed the opportunity favourable for renewing the war 
with the Commendians. They attacked them with an army 
greatly fuperior in number ; but the fuperior courage of the 
Commendians would have gained them a decifive \dftory, had 
not their brave general received a mortal wound, juft when 
the fcale of fortune was weighing down in their favour. 
This unlucky accident difpirited the troops, and made them 
fall into confufion ; for Tekki Amo was the foul and vital 
-.- t: principle of his army. The Englijb puftied the advantage ; 
lifti defeat ^^^ '^^^ ^^ ^^^ °^^^ made fortune change fides, and de- 
tbi Com- ^^^ againft the Commendiaiis. They were routed with great 
jncndians, fl^^gl^tcr ; a prodigious number of prifoners were taken; 
and kill which, with the booty, more than indemnified the EitgUJb 
their king, in the expence of the whole war. In confequence of this 
p m ^ viftory, Tekki Ankan mounted the throne of Commendo ; t 
hlijhed! ' ^^^^i^S^ ^ government greatly to the advantage of both thfe 
* Englijb and Dutch ; though they might, had other meafurcs 
been at firft purfued, have hoped for advantages ftill more 
confiderable and important. Bojman has concealed from us 
the names of all the Dutch governors, whofe felfe fyftcm of 
politics brought upon the company all the Idfles of the 
Commendian war. He excufes, or luther palliates, the con- 
duft of the laft governor, by transferring the blame to Azbh^ 
who had all his confidence ; and feemingly with great reafon, 
as he had done him the moft eflential fcrvices, before he ar- 
rived at the government of affairs *. - 



^ Des March, p. 236. v. i. Barbot, ibid. BosuAit, obifap. 
£ BosMAH, ubi fup. 



Defcriptian 



DifaiftiM tf tbi kingdm cf Fetu. / 

'THE reader idll pcrcetve that in defcribing the fituatioii kutfinfor 
4 of coantries, M^e have fomewhat changed the method cbanging 
foufoed in the former volumes for one, which we hope» the mm » 
he will efteem more rational and unifbrm. We have here net of ^^ 
proceeded from weft to eaft, in defcribing the maritime^^^'^iff 
kingdoms, in order that we might In one.regnlar chain purfuc '^'l*^* 
the hiftory of the interior countricsfrom eaft to weft. Thus, ^^^^l ^ 
wc^bcgin the fea coaft with the provinces fartheft weft, 
going regularly Iiack till we come to the moft eafternly pro*> 
Tincc of the divifion we are defcribing. Then we proceed 
to the interior kingdom immediately north, and follow a dl* 
reft line to the weft, where we fall in with the ntot diviiioa 
to be dtfcribed. By this method all chafms are avoided^ and 
we are relieved from the difagreeable neceiSty of flapping 
over whole kingdoms, in order to lay down the geography 
of thofe north of it. The maritime and interior kingdoms 
are defcribed in one fweep $ the reader's attention iixed^ and 
bis ideas rendered perfectly clear by the uninterrupted fuc-^ 
ceflion of kingdoms immediately adjoining.^ This alteration, 
became the mor^ neceffary on account of the multiplicity of 
petty kingdoms, ftates and provinces, into which the coaft of 
(hmey and the inland country are divided^ Without it we 
apprcjiend it would be impoflible to lay down the geography 
with any tplerable precifion, as we muft have defcribed in* 
land and maritime kingdoms, after the manner of voyager?^ 
juft as they happened to occur to our memory* 

This kingdom, which Barbot calls Fi^u, has the hime of G^^u^kf 
4futo hy f^a/concehs, And by moft Engli/b writers is called^ w 
Fftou, The firft orthography we have retained, as ncareft ^ingdem y 
the found and expteffion of the word by the natives. It is ^'^^^ 
bounded on the weft by the river B$njay and kingdpm of 
Cmmendo ; on the north by the country of AH ; gn the eaft 
by Sahi^ and by the ocean on the louth. The king tvb0 
reigned in BarUt's time, was called Ahn Pentn AJhHvf. 
The crown is elective, and the capital, alfo called FetUp 
ftaads in the inland country. Bo/man gives this<^ngddl)l 
160 miles in length, and near as much in breadth. He de^ 
fcribes it as beginni23£[^t mount Si, JagOy or the river S$t^ 
ud termitiating at mcCnt Manfro^ ov M^nifiri ^t 

« PaEVOsT, t.y. t lit. 6.4. 



:4 



y 



/ 



10 The ^Hifivry ef the GoH CoaA. B.XVJK 

This king' The kingdom of Fetu had once been fo powerful as to 
Jom once in{pire with terror all the neighbouring nations, and tcb- 
fowerfuL ^ier CommeAiD tributary ; now tte icftse •ji»'jrc*^rf54* the dvil 
divifions and broils among thr inhabitants reducing it fo 
low, that neither iSa& kin^ or tK)bilky dare tab^ a fiep witii« 
out kave from the king of Commendg, Dmri^ig <hjp C(m^ • 
menckan war, the Fetuans ivitt^ divided, one part^ j^Hftiag 
with the D2i/^^, the other with the Idi:^ of C$nmum<kti 
Hence they contributed to cbeir owa ruja ; neighbour 6>Hghl 
agalnft neighbour ; they were cut dowaoo all fides, wA il 
the laft'battle almioft totally deftro^. At preheat the i»- 
habitants ai?e fcaroe fufficient to cultivate the'country, wbi^h 
is fertile and pleafant as aoy uppa the coaft. Befture th^ 
Wars, which ended in its deftruAioQ, Mq/man^ who had ehm 
tfaver&d it, &ys that it was filled with populous Tillages, da« 
country every- where ihewing proofs of weakk aod ffcpty. 
Grain of all kinds, cattle of all forts^ oU and pal9i wii^ 
Beauty of ^nflitutcd its fn*incipal riches. ^ ^t»t what r^xlafed it vvai* 
the com- fpeakably pleafant and beautiful, weite the grovel ^itb whik^ 
try. ^ {he public roads were /haded, by whkh the f^SksjgsK Wis 

equally defended againft the rain, aad the fcorchuig \l&am& 
of the fun. One of the fined in th^ whole kingdon was tbnc 
firom Ehnina to Sambu^ a village near the capitaL lAdd to 
^ this the trees of various kinds vith which the hills wei:t 
eloathed, and the rivulets, which in pretty pneaoders "Ovutei ed 
the vaUeys, and the whole will give the prQ^j)e£t'Of a oouq^ 
luxurioufly beautiful. It is . extremely weU fituated ii 
European Settlements, by reafon of the neighbottriog trading 
kingdoms, aild the cdnveniency aad dieapnef& dE living. 
Employ- The natives, to a man, were bufied in tilling the ground* 
mentofthe^^^'^^% the feed„ planting trees, making oil, or dmwing 
natiifes, wine from the palm, with which the l^gdom abounded* 
^. Some indeed were employed in fiflilng, in makit^ fait, in diir- 

kg a trade upon their own capitals, or as brokers for l^c 
, Merchants of the inland countries. Smith affirms, that ttie 
ix)untry round Ehhina and Cape Cuafi is not inferioi: to 
any part of the kingdom in beauty and fertility ; but ths^t it 
13' more thinly inhabited r In another place he fays, that the 
nearer you approach the Slave Cmjlf the fand grows ipoic 
rich and pleafant ''. 
Dtfcrip- • Three miles below Wedenbourgh^ flands the town and 
tioTT of the ^ixi of La Mina^ or St, George Elmina; a name given it. tqf 
^^^^^Jort ^YiQ PortugUe/e ;. but for what leafon cannot fo dearly be de- 
^' EI*' termined, as no J)art of the country affords mines of any 

« Barbot, p. 142, Smith, p. 139, 
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^d. B^/mn >t}uaks it->probable» that the name af ofe &oai '* "^ 
^e groat abundance of ^Id fent hither frota the interior 
fpuntry, which made iTleeni as if the neighbouring mines 
' i)rodu€ed it. The town is by the natives called Oddcna, ^fff^yj^, gf 
though the Europeans in ^general i:etain the appellation firft Elmina, 
iwpofcd by the Portugucfe ; it is of a great length, but itsformtr 
.narrow. The houfes are built of a ftone hewn out of a ^taltb 
jseigbbourlng rock. In the year 1684, this town was {xy andponffir* 
populous, fo powerful, and the inhabitants fo brave, that 
ihcy were the terror of the whole coaft. Under the con- 
(iuft of a good officer, they were, according to Bafman^ 
capable of the greateft undertakings ; fmce then, the fmaU 
DOS firfl made terrible havock among them ; afterwards the 
tyrannical government and Wars of Commendo concluded the 
dcvaftation, begun by that naufeous and filthy difeafe. So 
depopulated, impoverilhed, and miferable is the place, thijt 
one finds it difficult to credit the beft authorities concerning 
jts potency, and that a change fo fad (hould be produced in 
jTo fliort a time. It is not able to raife above fifty men, ex- 
dufive of the fervants of the faftory, fit to bear arms, 
^ardly a town on the whole coaft, but has profited by the cala- 
mities of Oddetuu They have become populous by its becom- 
ing a ciefart ; and the tyranny of the governors otElmina, the 
,'drcad of the fmall pox, and the Commendian war, have aft 
been fo many advanta^ges to Mim and other places, which 
"have furniflied an afylum to the miferable inhabitants of 
Odiena. When Bofman firft arrived- there, not a morning 
jpaflTcd, but five or fix hundred canoes were fcen fiftiing be- 
jond the beach ; in the fpace of four years tiot one tenth 
part of that number were to be found in the whole town ; 
but he indeed imagines, that were a governor of a mild and 
cllfpofition, an encourager of the arts, and a man of condcuft, 
Tct oyer theni, the place might foon be brought to its former 
flourifliing condition. , He might by his gentle ufage recall 
the fugitives, reftrain the engroffing difpofition of Jkim, and 
1)y proper encouragment render the town of Elmina popu- 
lous, induftrious, and wealthy ; a change which would be 
.aitended with unfpeakable advantages to the company. 
Hithecto, neither the natives or Dutch have been fo happy, 
as to meet with fuch a governor, and one would be tempted 
to think, that our author's fe;ntiments of one are merely 
ideal. 

The town of Elmina, Ld Mina, or Oddena, as the nadves 

all it, ftands on the river Benja^ upon a low, flat peninfula, 

formed by the ocean on the fouth^ the river on the north, 

Commendo on the weft, ^and the fcimous citadel of St. George 

E *2 ' * D'Elmins 
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D'Bhnina on the eaft. Towards Ccmmendo it is foHEIfiei 
with a ftroQg wall of larffc ftonc, brought from ^n adja^t 
rock, a deep ditch, and iome pieces of cannon mounted on 
each fide or the gate. The wall begins at the fea fide, aflii 
firetches along to the banks of the river, which feparates the 
town from the fort on mount St. Jago. This fort the 
Dutch call Conradjhpurgh, which they built for the'fecnritjr 
of Ehiina, upon a fituation thai equally commands the 
town and their chief factory. 

The natives of Elmina are well limbed, clean nuide, and 

robuft, of a warlike difpoHtion, but more civiUzed and po> 

liflied than other negroes, on account of their familiar ac* 

quaintance with the Europeans. Their ufual occupations afe 

mhing, trading, and making palm wine and oil. They 

- come to market with their nih ^bout mid-day, paying the 

Dutch a fifth by way of cufloms. Their commerce extends 

along the Coaft even to Whidah. They have great addrefs in 

adulterating the precious metals, and pretend that tbejr 

acquired the art from the Portugue/e; if fo, they greatly 

excel their inftruflors. In Elmina are a great number of neat 

artifans, who work in metals in a manner little inferior to 

the befl European mechanics. They caft and carve in gold 

and filver ; they make buttons, plain or filigrane rings, 

chains, fword hilts, and other ornament^; nor arc they 

ignorant of the method of cutting, grinding, and polifluog 

cryftal ahd glafs, and of giving it all flupes and forms. In the 

town are about two hundred houfes, and hardly any bur has 

Its mechanics. Moft of the flreets are ill peopled ; otherwife, 

from the ingenuity of the inhabitants, they would appear to 

great advantage. . 

The town is divided by moft writers into three diftrifts, 
each having its particular rights, and governed by a cladf, 
whom the negroes call braffo. Under them the Br^oi have 
taboceroes flnd certain inferior officers, the minifters ^ jufHce^ 
In ordinary cafes. The three chiefs with their councils 
form the regency and legiflative part of this fmall republic^ 
flnce the Portugue/e rendered it indefpendent of the kings of 
Fetu and Commendo, who enjoy the Ibverdgnty of aff the 
country befides. In this condition, and from the nature dF 
their government, it was, that the inhabitants of Ehnina ' 
found mean^ to render themfelves formidable to all thrir 
neighbours ; their freedom infpiring them with a courage^ ^ 
boldncfs, and independency of thought andaftion, no-where 
elfe on the Gold CoaJi^Xo be met with. Firft" they maintained 
their, liberty under the proteftion of the Portuguefe, zs^^l^ 
afterwards of the Dutch ; but no foooer had the latter began 
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to limit their privileges^ ta retrench their rights^ and to.mix in 
ji^r government^ than thatfpirit which vras the foul of their 
cdorage^ vaniihed, and they became timid, cautious and 
ttd ^flardly, like (laves, feazfui of difobeying the nod of 
10 imperkms mailer ^. 

Bkvore we proceed to the defcription of the Dutch fort, 
we fhali beg leave to mention a few particulars concerning 
the river Sertja, lyhich glides by the walls of the town of 
Ehmna, Monfleur Foequenberg obferves of the waters of* 
thisfiream, that they are ten times more fait than the falteft 

, brioe or pickle. In the months of May and June^ it is as 
freih as rain water^ from the quantity of rain that pours 
down in dreams from the hills. It is only in the dry feafons 

. diat it is remarkable for its faltnefs, wUch Foequenberg at- . 
tributes to the nitrous quality of the foil ; but perhaps more 
properly to the evaporatlbn of the fea water, by the intenfe . ^ 
heat of the fun, and the, fhallownefsof the channel : for he 
acknowledges that the tide rulis for two miles up the river. > 

' What confirms our opinion, is the praflice of the natives, 
who generally make their fait after a high tide, which they 
let by fluices into bafons, 6x fmall ponds dug in the earth.. 
Here the water is evaporated, and a line bay fait produced in 
the fame manner as in different parts of Europe, 

The citadel of Elmina, ftanding in the center of the Cold 
(iafi, is extremely commodioufly fituated for the purpofes of 
trade, and the proteftion and fecurity of the trader. Its 
iituadon is apon a rock, bounded on one fide by the ocean, 
and aUb defended by ftrong baftions. The whole building 
i« fquare, furrounded by a high ftone .wall, cannon proo^ 
As the company have fpared no expence in beautifying and 
fortifying this fettlement, it is beyond contradiftion one of 
Ac moft complete on the coaft. The fort, exclufive of the 
ootworks, is forty rhindland yards/m length, and thirty two 
ia breadth, furrounded by four grand baftions, or four . 
interior batteries. Two of theft point towards the fea, and 
are of a prodigious height, the point of the peninfula on 
which they {land being a high perpendicular rock ; the 
Other two front the river, where the land dsfcends by a 
geatle declivity. Upon thefe four batteries^ are mounted 
forty pieces of heavy cannon, with a multitude of fwivels 
and pattereroes. A little lower Aands another battery of 
large iron cannon, chiefiy intended for falutes and public 
rqoicings* 

i BoiMAN, Barbot 8s Smith, in locii citatit» 
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Thb ^rifon is compofed of aa handred ^hite mei^ 
well officered, and ao equal number of free n^oes hi the, 
pay of the company. On the land fide are two canali cnt m, 
the rock, fcrving for the fecurity, the conveniency, and tBc 
ornament of the citadel, fupplyin^ it with fre& water, at ifie 
fime tiine that, by means of a drawbridge, and two re-, 
^ubts mounted with eight pieces of cannon, it renders it 
Arohg; and almofi inaccei&ble. Here nature took the leaflf 
(care in fortifying it ; but this defeA art has compen&ted, by 
portcullis's, flroog barricadoes/ and iron rails of prodigious 
weight. The guard-houfe, which fiends immediately be- 
hind, is a flrong building, well defended with' fwivels^ W 
iides a number of flits in the walls, by which the m'nfqnetry 
have the intire command of the river. It is inconceivable 
with what toil and expeoce tbefe wor^s have been completed^ 
all the houfes being built of a ftone hewn out of a hard rock, 
and the canals of a gr«eat depth, eiFedced by the fame labour.. 
They were begun by the Poriugue/e, but not completed 
when the place f^U into the hands of the Dutch* 

The principal building is a magnificent fquare Hone 
boufe^ divided into a number of different dq)artment3- 
Tlie upper part of it; is appointed for the governor's, 
. ^refidenc^, which you afcend by a grand flight of ftairsy of 
black and white floiie. At the very top of the houfe are. 
placed two fwivels, and a variety of fmaller artillery, whidL 
ipommand the armory, and are defended by a Ibrong guard 
of foldiers.' In your way thither, ypu meet with a fine long. 
. g^llery^ beautifully ornamented with hard plaifier, c^yed 
with great art, Sind Fenetian windovrs, handfomely glazed* 
There is a fpacious chapel with a rich altar, where prayers 
af(5 every day read, and all the officers were obliged to attendj. 
qnder the penalty 0/25 fols for each abfence, and double that 
fum pn Sundays and Thurfdays. Along the ramparts by the 
river fide, is the infirmary for the fick and wounded, capable 
pf containing an hundred perfons, and attended by the fur- 
geons of the fort. The magazines for ftores, pravifions and. 
merchandize are large, convenient, and always well flocked*, 
J^or, is the faftory or refidence of the agents negleAed,, 
where there are accommodations for fixty perfops, the Jium- 
ber qf ftrvants, exclufive of foldiers, retained by the com* . 
pftny. . On the porch of the old florehoufe, there is an in- , 
foriptlpn, intimating the year when the foundation was laid,; 
in the reign of John the fecond pf Portugal; viz. iQ 1484/ 
1 he letters, which are engraved on a hard ftone> are as 
diftinft and d^ar,' as if they had flood but a fe^lir years.' All 

l&p^hfndlze and gpods enter the Jart by a gate towarffs thei 

. . ., ^ ... ^.. ... - ^ 
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.ibv^tcWhkKacraneand ott:Lef macbiaes for raii]ogthem,aivl 
: ujiloa<£og tbe ihips, arc ere<^e<I. In a word, tfao* the citadel of 
Sbnina is iirongt it has more the air of a palace than of a fo^- 
:t^y or a.]k>ulfi deflined for the purpofes df commerce. It was 
t&r from being thus beautiful while poflefled by the Portt^ 
gmfe\ it was the Uutch W^- India company that gave it this . . 
perfe£UoD» at a great exp^oce, which they have ao caufe to 
r^et. Smith affirms* that it is larger, more convenient 
and beautiful than Ca^ Coafi^ but lefs pleafant'on account of 
the iituation. You land from the Shipping at a grand key, 
boik by the company, near the mouth of the river. The 
fimteiials aie the fame we have mentioned, only that great 
iabaor has been befto^ed in cutting the ftone, and giving 
the cornices an elegance andpoliih. 

On the north fide of the river Benja^ the company have The fort 
boilt the fort Conradjhourgh on mount St, Jago, fo called e/'Con- 
from a Portuguefe chapel dedicated to that faint. Fprtifying ^^^' 
this hill the company judged necefftry for the fccurity of ^"^£ 
Ebnina^ though if the enemy once got poiTeiTion of it,, th^ 
vrdUld foon be in a condition to oblige the citadel to fus^- 
reader. Hence it follows, that. if obAinately defended, an ^ 
enemy will be able to canyon no approaches againil the 
€ttadel by la»d ; but from the moment they get poneifion of 
ConraMourgh^ they are mafters, alfo of Eltnhia. Conradf- 
bourgh {lands in the kingdom, of Fetu^ juft on the frontier^ ^ 
Its form is quadrangular, with a ftrong baflion at each angl^ 
and a curtain between each, twelve feet high, built of ftone^ 
behind which fland four batteries, mounted with 48 caf»- 
nons. The interior edifice confifts of a tower, which coift- 
mands all the adjacent country, and affords a commodious 
lodging for a garrifon of 25 feldiers, with their officerft. 
The garrifon is relieved every day from Ehnina ; and .upot 
.emergencies, inCreafed to double the number. As it is.^ 
poift of the utmoft importance* it is conftantly well fupplied 
with ftores and provifions, and the fortifications kept in con- 
Ilant repair. On the fide of Elmina it is not difficult of 
acce&, there beii^ a fine road cut by an eafy afcent out 
of the rock ; but on this fide it cannot be attacked by aft 
enemy, who muft neceffarily be between two fires, thajt 
frcMn Elmina, and the poft rf St, Jago, Towards Fetu an4 
dmrnendOf nothing can be ftronger than the fituation, which 
is a Jiigh pei'pendicular rock. The bridge over the rivei^ 
which fornis the. communication between the two forts, if 
altc^etfaer after the DutcA faftiion, with a dra\tfbridge 19 
the middle. At the foot of the hill ftands a large magiizine, 
where .they lay iq). their canoes in the w^jt /eaff>». This 
^.v ;^ ^ ' . E' 4 alfo 
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00 U tide repofitory of carpenters toold» and «I1 odA 

' snech^nkai inftrnments. Near this fft feen ft great nnmbor 

pf tpmbs/ with ridiculous figures cut upon I^one ; the ^work- 

mftnfhip of the negroes, in complim^mt to the memory of thdr 

lungs, who lie buried here. 

tif i^fffc Below mount St^ Jago, on the north Ade, the comfNUiy 

^ftfsgar' have a fine garden, indofed by high ftone walls, and di^ddejl 

^h into beautiful alleys ^nd parterres, by rows of orange, lemoiw 

palm, and coco-trees. Here they havie all forts o^ frait^ 

roots, and p^lfe peculiar to that country, as well as the 

natural growth of Europe. In the center ftands a magnificent 

dome or temple, furfounded by Ipfty trees, that zStord the 

xnoft delightful cooling (hade and fragrance. In a word, aH 

' the fruits prodpced here are the belt in their feveral kinds, 

and in particular, their fweet oranges yield in nothing to 

thofe raifed in China; by many they are thought fu» 

fcrior t. . 

Des March ais obferves, that the territory of Ehnind 
U by no means fertile; a remark which he fays is appU? 
cable to all countries abpunding in gold. However, other 
authors, of no Icfs credit, affirm that the country U fruitful, 
an{i no gold found^ bcfidcs whs^t is brptight from the interior 
countries. Z)/j Marchau adds, that they are fupplied with 
prpvifipn from Fetu, Cmmndo, and Cjtij>e Co^. " Befides," 
lays h^, " the gold found in the rivers and rivulets, there 
^^ are feveral mines of that precious metal, at the diftancc of 
** five league$ north north-eaft of thcibrt. TJie negroes 
f ^ have neither the art nor induftry to work them ; and they 
f^ are too jealpus to permit the Europeans to open them." 
"' Whence pes Marchais procured this intelligence we know 

ilOt ; nor is it very material, as it appears to be without 
foufadation *. Bojman cxprcfsly aflirms, that no part of the 
ppuftQ7 affords gold ; and his long refidence in it muft pro- 
pure hhn fredit. A$ for the.<juantities of gold, which Des 
Afarciais fays the Portuguefe drew from Jicncc, it is pro- 
\A\k\^ they were fupplied by the negroes from the interior 
Countries, The Dutch have fince amaflcd prodigious fums; 
|>tit |t was Hf ver imagipedj that they were in poflcflion of 
pti% mine in Jfricat hotwithftanding they pretend to havip 
«tde great djfcoveries in the inland kingdoms. 

l^JFORE wp enter upon the trade and regulations qf thb 
feftpry, fince thejconqueft of Blmina hj\htDuti:h, it may not 
}it difagrfeable to the reader, that we take a retrofpeft view 
ff thefe, while it rcmaii^c4 in the Kai^ds gf thp Portugueji. 

^ f B^fii Ai|> BAai0f , uU fttpt * T\ i. p. »i 5. 
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Aher the difcovery of the CoU Coaji by thofe great foQiiden 
vi European commerce and maritime power, and the great 
fiuDS expended in building fort$ and eftabliihing fettlementi, 
thekiog of Spain^ to vhom they became fubjeA by the union 
of the crowns of Spain and P^rtufal, looked upon himfelf as 
ibc abfolote matter of all the difcoveries of the Ptrfuguefi, 
Ete bellowed therefore the citadel of Elmina and it9 dcpen* Jecmn if 
deodes on a company, for a certain annual acknowledgment ; this fitik» 
prohibiting at the fame time all his other fubjedb, under pain ^f^^f^^mdiir 
iJf death, from trading to thofe places fpiecjfied in the char- J*^**** 
ter of the company. The governors, who were ftill appointed !•"•' 
by the king, became triennial ; and old officers, who had 
fenred with reputation in the army, but without intereft to 
raife them to the higheft preferments, were fent thither. \ 
Here they foon found means of enriching themfelves and 
rewardii^ their faithful and long fervices. The inferior fer- 
fants of the company were the chaplain, furgeon, viador or 
b&QT^ kbg*s attorney or judge, the commandant of tht 
garrifon, the deputy of the company, and the military offi- 
cers and fddiers ; all of whom bad their lodgings within Htm 
feet. All the artifans and black foldiers in the pay of tht 
company were quartered in a neighbouring village, protected 
by the cannon of the fort, all of them returning to thdr 
fevend employments at ftated hours to the citadel. Whea 
BO ihips were in the road, all military duty was wholly 
heg^efted ; and for a fmall bit of money a foldier was excufed 
fram guards and permitted to employ his time as he pleafed ; 
to abufe commpn to almoft all European fettkments in Ajia^ 
Africa^ and Jmericat where the military power is lodged in 
tbe hands of the civil ma^ftrate. The g^rifo^ were com- 
Y&A of criminals, banLQied tbeir mother country for Ufe. 
hMfoo they were fo diminUhed, that only thirty remained, 
and thefe loaded with difeafes, (hut up within walls, and 
(X)ilfined to the hofpital. However, Jrtus affirms, that even 
theii th^e were among them perfons of rank and quality. 
They were paid by the king, who charged himfelf with the 
ihdt military expence t but when the trade began to decline, 
fte court of Spain began to relax in the care with which 
hithisrto they had fupported it. They negkAed to maintain 
the ufual number of troops to fill up the vacancies, and ta. 
relieve by ^ble-bodied men the old, decrepid, and infirm. 
The mifery and weakness of the garrifon had often been to 
gnitt, that a ipldier was afraid of flirring out of the gates, 
dreading to be knocked on the head either by the Dutch; o^rigjgcUm 
^ the negroe$ in their intereft. At length the commerce ^/^^Por* 
fas fo to6dIy defMrefied and iiink, that they leldom faw at tuguefe 

Ehninatra^e. 
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.£Am»rtQore than one or two fmall fhips in a year &om Eur%^^ 
tEe whole trade of the coaft palSng inta the hands of ihp 
JSufcSK 

Whw-e the afiairs of the company flburilhetf, the Lifbon 
Se^t arriyed every year, abont the vernal and autumnal equi*- 
ooxes* This* fleet conJifted wholly of five flout fhips, whicfi, 
after unloading their cargoes, pafled a monfh in refrefhii^ tiue 
»eft and laying in a flock of frefti provifions. The native 
bad no other trouble than to deliver their merchandize to ^ 
£a£lor5^ who gave them European commodities to the vabie 
'" cf the gold they fent in. In eight or nine months the whole 
voyage was compleated, while the Dutch feldom perfbnnecf k 
jin kis than twelve, fifteen, or eighteen months, for want cf 
ffroMjwarehoufes and forts to depofit their merchandixe in 
Caufi of <wi(;h. iecurity ; yet did this induflrious people overcome aO 
tbert/eof'^'^c\xi\Ats^ and by dint of diligence rile fuperior to all thip 
the Dutch advantages of the Portuguefe. Such a number of fiups were 
trcule. j^ear^ fent out froqi Holland^ that a flock of European good3 
was never wanting on the coafl. They fnatched all oppor^* 
tunities of improving their condition, watched the indqlence 
of .the Por$uguefe\ and profited by it, * ^ 

- W;£ need not wonder at the fuccefs of the DutsK and the 
jareference given to them by the natives, if we confider the 
arbitrary jnkuner in which the Pcrtuguefe traded. They 
obligod the negroes to keep then: warehoufes conflantly filled, 
10 barter their gold for whatever kind of goods they diough^ 
fit to give in exchange. The nobles of the diflrift of Ehmna 
lived in perpetual terror. Upon the fmallefl fufpjcion, fre- 
quently upon falfe. evidences, their perfons were imprifoned*, 
and all thi^ir effedts feized and confifcated. Thus for a time 
{JHQ, African trade became greatly advantageous to Portugal i 
but it could not hSk long under fo defpotic a govermnent. 
The natives threw off the yoke, as foon as they found them- 
{elves fuccoured by the Dutch ; yet in the fequel it appearedl 
that they had only exchanged one fet of tyrants for another; 
the DutcJr being now as arbitrary as lately the Portuguefir had 
Been. Itmufl however be acknowleged, that the country j^ 
fiUigpd to the Portugueji for many advantages it has received, 
akhoi^ they had only their own interefl in view, and that 
^iflakenly« The cattle, fruits, and grain have £een iot 
cteafed by their means, and many of thefe, intirely unknown 
\n the country, are now fo abundant as to be thought indir 
gcnous. The Portuguefe fupported all the inconveniencies 
of the climate much better than the Dutch. This mod tra- 

. . ^ Ajltu* dans le coll. de De Bruy , part vi. p. xi i. > 
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Vffler^ have attribmed to^ tfteir tcmpcrttOB and Ibbfiety % 

But the Wdiben are more faiceptibitt of difeafes poenl&tr to 

ttte Country ; nnrabers of the inoft healthy and robnft bchig 

drrkd dff in a few months, weeks, and frequettly hi txvo 

<Jr three days ^. It would be difficult to explain this pfeeno* 

ipeiion, and it is the bufinefs rather of the phyiician than 

flie hiftof ian. We can eafily perceive why the Dntc^ ftiouM 

Be Id's healthy than the Portnguefe ; the dxange they trader* 

go from a cold to a hot, from a moift to a dry, and from a 

anfei 'heavy, to * thin, fine, and nirified atmofphere, rnnfl' 

dccafion correfpondent alterations in the fhiids and folids^ : 

Btu why the Pornigiiefe females, whofe habit is hjc, fibres 

(fclicjltc, and perfpiration free, flionld be more ficklv than 

Ae males, i^ what we find fo difficnft to explain, that we 

liitift either doubt of the faft, or afcribe it to fomc irrcgu- 

ikrity in theif manner of living. As the PortPguefe who fct- 

tkd on the toaflr intermarried with the uegioes, a race of 

adplattoes fo^n fprung up, more healthy than the Bvrvpran 

wtmjen, better-liked, and more congenial to the bfecics;' 

alid, fuch is the force of cuftom, no Icfs agreeable to ther 

Europeans than the ti/hon ladies. Notwirhftandlng thispru- 

dentmeafure, their arbitrary government alienated the minds" 

cf the natives from them, and made ro6m for the edabtilh* 

iHent of the DutcA y of which we are now to fpeaiu 

WiiEK the Hdihndm firft began to fettle on the Gi>ld 
6fafi, the higheft rank among them was that of miliiary 
cfflceirs. The government conftantly employed th^ foidlers 
as clerks and agents in the counting- honfe, if they were 
(Arable of bufinefs and taught lo y^rite. Their appointtnents' 
vrere thirteen florins per month, which they might pocket, 
afld twenty florins kt their fupport. The mifconduft, ^ntf 
ift^lar behaviour 6f the foloiery, obliged the company t& 
altfer this method, and totally to exclude them from the df»' 
reftibn of tradfe, and aH clvil-affktrs ; a change more agree- 
able to the conftitution of a comtotrcial ftwe, and the getitral* 
iflterel! of commerce ; though freqaently attended with iir-' 
c6n?eniencies, from the jarring interefts and incBnatlojns oiF 
tie civil a&d military power. At pfefent, the ferv^nts' erf the 
company, are. gradually raifed to the higheft employments/ 
faiag a khid of probation hi the fevcral inferior nations. 
Hiaee, by underffendln^ the prt3pcr duty of tzds depkrt-' 
meat, they ate reaibnably fbppofed t6 dlttft the Whole with, 
mor^ ability. 
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Th rtgU' Thb firft ftep towards the poft of direSlor general is thae 
tMHoni of offub-diputy, whoie appointments are 24 florins per moatfa. 
the Datch Tliefe fub-deputies receive all the gold, and ^ve in their 
/*^^» accounts to the inferior favors, and fometimes to die ddef 
^^^ faAor, wlio is accountable to the company. As the public 
'^gt^ tg, magazines, ftores, and warehoufes are at Elmma^ the employ- 
g^' J ment of Jub-faBer is of confiderable confequencc, as he hat 
i!irAm* & gr^t (hare in the rq^ulation of markets, and the neceflfaries 
can treide. of life. Thus, the headfaSor^ who is refponiible for the- 
conduct of his inferiors, iiolds a delicate poft, that z^uirer 
great addrefs, diligence, and judgment. The eyes of al!, 
are upon him, and he is equally to fatisfy the expe£latiojj;LS. of- 
the negroes, the fettlement, and the company. From the 
fub<*faftors are cbofen the commiflaries or governors of the 
fmaller fettlements dependent on Elmma. Thefe are obliged 
to refide at their feveral governments, and mthout any other 
authority or power than in affairs relative to trade. Thdr 
ialarics are 36 florins per month, exclufive of 10 florins for 
thdr domeftics, and 20 for the expence of their table, be* 
£des the profits ariflng from private trade. The fort of 
Maiuri, or Cormantin^ being the moft cofifiderable inferior 
fettlement, this government is beftowed upon perfons of the 
greateft experience, diligence, and merit. The gift ei it is 
referved to themfelves by the company, all the others being 
in the difpofal of the dire£tor-gieneral. TUl the year 1 699 
the governor of Mawri derived great advantages from the 
flave trade to the coafts of Ardrah and midah. The profitt 
were io confiderable that the gold trade was negleAed and ' 
funk to the loweft ebb. Upon information given to the ' 
company, they determined to commit the flave trade folely to 
the commanders of fhips, which j9^^» fpeaks of as a greater 
evil than what they intended to remedy. Their ignorance 
of the manners and cufiioms of the natives led them into^ 
numberlefs difficulties, and their low rank in life and 
rough manner into contempt. The company lofi: the eAeem 
of the natives, and that refpeA, which will ever attecid 
grandeur and power, vanifhed as foon as the trade was taken 
cut of the hands of thofe who alone could fupport it with 
dignity. 

Besides thofe immediately employed in trade, the com- - 
pany maintain a number of other officers on the coalt of" 
Africa. Of thefe the fifcal is the chief in rank and profit. , 
His falary is'fixty florins per month, ten for piaying the ea- 
pence of domeflics, with th^ privilege of eating at the table 
kept for the direAor general. If Ms apppintoHfats fliould 
ktax mean and trifling for a poft of fo high a nature, this 
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defidency is amply compenfated by his perqnifites. He hat 
a tlurd of all the gold and merchandize forfeited by inter- 
lopers or others apon the coaft, and alio a third upon all 
fines upon criminals, which are fo frequent as alone to make 
a hanmbme revenue. Next to him is the comptroller gensralp 
whofe buiineis it is to infpeA the books of the faAory, The 
lakry annexed to this poft confifts of 70 florins per month, 
and 35 for the expence of his table and fervants. Under 
him he has a lieutenant, or deputy comptroller, and two 
fecretaries, each of whom have 390 florins per annum. The 
ion^troller of the garrifon is the next office, whofe appoint- 
ment is about 3$ florins per month. His inferiors have aa 
equal faiary ; but, to fupply the finallnefs of his, five per 
cent, is given him upon the effeAs of all oerfons who die 
upon the coaft, together with the power or felling them by 
public aufiion, fliould any difpute arife with the hdrs at 
law, concemmg the amount of the propertv. /There is alfo 
%fecretary of the fort, with a faiary of 1 5 florins per month ; 
but with perquifites which render the place not contemptiUe. 
The taft and formerly leaft lucrative employment is that of dt* 
pvtyjifcal^ or auditor. This place is nrither agreeable or ho- 
nourable ; the employment ot the deputy confifting in lodging 
iiformatbns and proving indlAments againft his fellow oflSL- 
cers, the fervants of the company, and the natives. As the 
nature of his ofiice is in itfelf contemptible, add the faiary 
fintU, in order to r^ife the credit of the place, the company 
have ^ven him a fifth of all confifcations, and ordered, that 
he fliould take rank of the fub-faflors. Thus it is, that 
with all the ignominy and ill-wiU annexed to his employ- 
ment, he is at prefent raifed to the rank of the third pqrfon 
£:>r confideration belonging to the faAory ^ 

Ad fummam fapiens uno minor eft Jove^ DiVjES, 
Liber f honoratus pulcher, rex denique regum. 

Thi interefts of religion are by no means cultivated with 
the fame care as thofe of trade ; fjpr in this whole trad of 
country the Dutch have but one chaplain or mldfier of the 
gofpel. The ftipend of this clergyman is very confiderable, 
amounting to an hundred florins per month, exclufive of ten 
florins to defray the expence of domeftics, fpiritual fines, 
and' the conftant ufe of the governor's uble. The fines 
arifechiefiy from an excellent cuftom we have mentioned,^ 
of mUlAing, according to their rank and ability, every per- 
fon who abfeats himfelf from divine fervice ^. 

< Aiuffopra cltat, ibid* ^ Barbot, p« 168. 
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Order and , T«^ itSiomxig is the QRler and frfce^eaqr i&ra^i^k^anqg 
frecfdittcy ]tj[xfi GoiDpaQj's fervants 10 AfricA^ or raijier of Uie officers 3f 
oftbecom- glmijut \ 1. The (Hceaor general, a. The chaplain. 3. "Jlh^ 
/^"/^-/"^•iifcal. 4. The hca4 fa^or. 5. Three fiijwior feftors. ^ 
'^"^'' Ordinary or inferior fadlors. 7* Tcn.laweft feftors. &, 
Twenty deputies* 9^ The captain or guard of the magazioo^ 
10. Tac comptroller general, fi. His lieutenant. 12. Thp 
' jcomptroller of thegarrifon. 13. The clerk of the ^urkiuJ^ 
court (whofe employment we are ignorant of )» 14. Ilae fiib- 
iifcal or auditor. The chief .power and cdns of gosi^nuBeat 
'are lodged ua the hands of the director gener^il, as the-otbqr 
officers are imcapable of ading without his coafeot aao 
^m>riahatiQn ; yet in all affairs of importance, and mdmp 
^utioQ and deiijberation are requUite> a CQuncil is aflemble^y 
o»niijftiiig <A the dire£bpr general asprelident, the fifcal, hea^ 
Xadlors^ and comptroller general. The goi^eroprs of dj& 
0iai: forts are fo^ietimes called, and the council enlax^g^ 
;ii3Cording to the exigency and circumftaoces dE afl&ixs. .1^ 
this aflembly each nxember has the liberty of freely 4dlvc9r- 
ii^ his feniiments^ or votings without aiGgoing a ceafep, 
for the opinion he approres. The authority of the direfiaqr- 

gneial is very extetufivey having power to difi^ace at pksr 
ce all the officers on the coaft, without being accouQtaiAs 
/or his conduf):. For this reafon they pay him the moft fir- 
jdle fubmiffion, watch every nod, and tremble at every cloud 
upon his countenance ; a defpotifm that has been attends^ 
with the worft confequences under bad governors, and ofisfiil J 
in no conjun^tire, but to quicken the motions of trade, aojll 
prevent div^fions among the fervants of the company. BJf' 
iman, fenfible that commerce can never flouridi under tip 
conduct of an ill-difpofed dire<5lor general, exhorts the coin- 
pany to retrench and nioderate their power : he proves la- 
conte(li]$ly the advantages which would refuklFfOffi an admi« 
niftration more regular and equal, where iheintereft «if each 
individual is regarded with more difcretion and juffice« 
In a word, as the fervants of the company in the aggrega^ 
do not exceed fixty perfons^ none of them, if they bdia¥e 
J well, can fail of being advanced to profitable and lucratiTjC 

employments n. 
De/cnp' ^^ ^^^ proceed to a defcription of Caj>e Coqfly the cbitf 
fion of ^ngl\fl> fettlement upon the coaft of Giiiney, Previous hovr- 
Oegwa. ever to this we fhall fpeak in a few words of a confiderable 
town lying between Elmina and Cape CqoJI. T]ie town 5fe 
mean is Agua^ or Oegwa, {landing, accordii^g tQjirfuf, 
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tj)l^ ^liMr f)f aa €ji|iBeQ9c^ mi^Ag itfelf by a ge^k Alcoot tp ^ 

fb^ W9iv^htu witb the utsouoA idoleoce^ jiad a aoife wl^cli^ 
^ ,heiUF4 H a gF€at dUlance o. 

aiirais, that Qggwa comams above 500 hoi^fei^ 
aarrow crooked ibreets ; aad thai: from tbe iea 
IcJ^ the a^p^rance of an amphitheatre ^ D^s^ Marchjois 
reduces the dumber of houfes to 20a, in the center of whici^ *, 
flswds % Jarge £)uat« building, the repoiitof y pf tbdr gold 
^N^ 9xA Q(daer com^iodities (M). The houfes are buUt s& ' 
inrtb «94 day, bttt convenient,, aud well furniChad with 
<jm^^ fleiols, ma^, carj^ets, earthen pots, and even look- 
iigTgldfl^ which lail they purchafe from the Eurt^eanu 
T&Q fsmt tyf the coaft is better p2X>vided with all kinds of eat* 
^le^ which are ient in from the adjacent cantons, and fol4 
lA pttbtic mai^kets. Every thi^g is bought and fold by gQl4 
(iuft, whi(jh is the ftandard of all other commodities, aa4 
iMTOiigbt hither iii gseat abundance &am all quarters pf Fftu^ 
J^amtfit 4S^^^9 A^d Mandmgo ^. The gold is Ibid by 
weighs » ^and tbe quantity determined by nice fcales, made in 
the eotiBtry befeipc it was frequented by the Europeans : a 
froof thftt thofe negroes are not wholly ignorant of the more 
j^fSmA .ptwcSpIes of mechanics. Next to gold, the chief 
mstmasmcof the fdace confifts in the faleof fifh, of which 
liiqy'aitch prodi^Ous quaat^ies on the coail. Although the 
Mtiires are brave and waclibe, yet in time of peace no peopk 
Lj|i!e more induftrious, their whole time being employed in 
'"VHohaDg fiflat or cultivating the frui^ts of the ^arth. They 
are cKtremdLy e:x^rt in throwiog th^e lines, and iifluBg by the 
hfook ; nor is their intfejndity in comibating the elements, and 
purfuing their employments in all kinds of weather, lefe 
uttooittSsig. Every day in the wedc, beJddes W.ednefday, 
which is facred to their Fetiche^ is taken up in their feverai 
iDCcopations, aod no ibaibn of the year exempte4 from iifh- 
iag* Their canoes weather Aonns which would endange^r 
Alt krgeft ihipfnug; and the negroes have the docterity c;^ 
ngkiog thdr advantage x>f jhofe feafdns, which obliges others . 

* Dans coll. de De Bruy, part vi. £.114. ' Ibid* 

J% JDbs MAacii. t. i. p. 266. , ' - 

(M) AlmoU all writers agree, Duui charts of the Geld Coafi^ 

that the town of O^giua is in- ' wher^ the town is placed half 

tircly commanded by the can- way between Etmina and Cafe - 

Hon oi Slmitta i which plainly Coajf^ •*viz. fbar miles flsi4 * 

^ indicates aa error in the bell halffrom either. 
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to difoondniie thdr labonts, by throwing thdr Jines nd^ tli« 
fiune foccdii in tempeftuoas fts in calm weather* Tins €011-^ 
duCt bowerer we are not altogether to afcribe to courage) 
inienfiboiity would feem to have a great fliare in it; for 
PhilUps aiTares ns; that he has fcen them drinking and fmoak* 
ing npon barrels of powder they had bought of the EngHfi^ 
V ^tbout apprehen^ng the fmalleft danger from the fparks of. 

fire which fell from their pipes '. 
JiMcrih '^^^ °^^^ ^ ^^^^ Oiofti by which the EngUfb call dieir 
Hwmi ^^f fetdement. is thought to be a corrupdon of Cabo Corfi^ 
^•^ tf ^^ astient Portuguefe appellation. This cape is fbnned by 
Cape an angular point, waihed on the fouth and eaft by the iea, 
Cml, tbi upon wUch flands the EngUJb fort, nine miles from Ebidna* 
tthfUng' Here the Portuguefe fetded in 1610, and built the citadel of 
lilh fiitU' Q^p^ Coaft^ upon a large rock that projefts into the fea. A 
2^'* few years afterwards, they were diflodgcd by the Dutch, to 
^' whom this place owes its principal ftrengtfa. In 1664 it 
was demoliihed by admiral Hobnes^ after his expeditioa 
againft fort fVitfen, at Taberari. In 1665 Dt Ruyter^ the 
femous Jhacb admiral, had orders from the dates t» revei^ 
the infults committed by the Englijb. With a fquadnm <^ 
thirteen men of war he attacked all the fetdements of this 
nadon along the coafE, ruined the faftories, and took, boral^ 
and funk all the ihipping of the Engiyb company : but after : 
all his endeavours he was fruftrated in lus attempts on this 
fort, although at that time it hafd not recovered the damage 
done it by H§lmes. The treaty of Breda having cotifirmed a 
Cape Coafl to the Engli/b^ and the king granting a new \ 
charter in 1672, the direftors applied all thdr attendon 
to fortifying and rendering conmiodious this their chief pof- 
fcffion •. 

Tif E walls are high and thick,- efpeciaUy on the land fide^ 
built pardy of ftone, but chiefly of brick, wUch the Ef^l^ 
made at a fmall diftance. To the height and ftrength of its 
walls the fort owes its chief fecurity, and the neighbottriag 
negroes dependent on the company a proteddon a^inft the 
Sncurfions of the Fantms* The interior parade, raited twenty 
ftet above the furface of the work, forms a quadrangular 
fpace, cooled by the gentle refreflung fea breezes, to whidi 
it lies open,, and pleafandy fituated, on account of the pro- 
{peR, having in view ^^en Anne's Pointy and all the flilp* 
ping in the road of Jruintaboa, This platform is defended 
by three pieces of large cannon, the three other fides of the 
fquare being extremely well built, containing fpacious lodg* 

' Bakbot, p. 170. ■ Smitr> p. I s6. & ieq< 
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iflgs, "With their offices and other conveniendes ; but parti* 
€i£riy the fpath fide, which is occupied by'a handfome 
chapel, adjoining to the wails of the fort, or rather the walls 
making one Ade. The three pieces of artillery on the plat* 
-form command the road and its entrance ; nor is the landing* 
place lefs expofed to the fire of the mufquetry behind the 
foeLs. The fort has four baftions, mounted with 29 pieces 
of cannon. On the battlements are ten- pieces of cannon^ 
and fix upon the wall towards Tabora^ of up other ufe thaa 
ID command the refpeA of thofe negroes/ and to keep them 
in awe. Towards the fea, the profpeftive of Cape Goqfl is 
beautiful and regular ; the fortifications are happily ima* 
gined, and all the aflifiance that could poifibly be drawn from 
art is added to nature. You enter it by a large gate» well for- 
tified, which leads to the fqiiare parade we h^ve mentioned, 
capable of receiving 500 men drawn up. The four baftions 
communicate with each other by covered ways and curtains* 
forouDg abeautiful chain of batteries of 1 5 cannon, pointed to* 
war^s the road. Smith fays, that the whole artillery of thie 
fort amounts to 40 pieces of large cannon, exclufive of demi- 
culverines ^ Phillips fays, that the garrifon is compofed of 
an hundred men; and Barbot mentions that number of Eun^^ 
peons, befides as many negroes in the pay of the company, 
with thdr proper officers, and all cloathed In red. Neither 
dl thofe writers mention more than one military officer 
abcnre the rank of a ferjeant, whom they call captain, and 
who would feem to be the lieutenant of the fort. The 
gates are {|iut every evening at eight o'clock, and defended 
by a regular guard. 

Notwithstanding fuch a number of authorities, and 
undoubted teflimonies of the ftrength of Cape Coajl^ Bofinan^ 
who is an' author of reputation, would infinuate a very dif- 
ferent idea of the fort. After giving an advantageous account 
of tl^e fortifications, he adds, that the garrifon is coinpofed of 
wretches, lefs capable of infpiring terror tbm pity. The rea- 
ion he gives is, that the Englijh too readily receive the Dutch 
dderters, from a falfe principle of humanity; which in faft 

,kan ififrajlion of the articles flipulated between the com* 
paiiies. ^* Though," fays Bofinan u, " thofe who leave us 
** are generally drunkards and fots, yet the Englijb' receive 
" them gladly, as their faftors are never better pleafed than 
•* when the foldicr fpends his money upon fplrits, fold at 

, « double the price. Of this the agents make a confiderable 
•' profit^ felling it privately by their emiffaries. No care is 
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^' takeh whether the fc^dier iaves enough of his pa; ^ piw 
'< vide viAaals» fuficieQt for their purpofe it is that beHttS 
** punch ; by which exceffive tippling and poor feeding tk% 
f ' garrifoa is compofed of leaoi meagre, half-flarved, and 
** decrepit beings, fitter for the eafe dF an hdpital than the 
** duties of a fort/' Nor ia Smith more favourable to. the 
condttd of the officers of the fa£tory ; for he fajs, that the 
Ibldkrs are fuifered to abridge and ihorten their lives by ex- 
eeilive drinking, while their fuperiors run into an extreme 
, equally dangerous, by inducing in tdlenefs, and the mofk 
grofs and luxurious eating. 

With all its advantages of fittiationy Cape Coajt has aifb 
its inconveniencies : among thefe are fome neighbouring 
hills, by means of which it would be no difGciilt matter for 
an enemy greatly to embarrafs and annoy the fort. This it 
is that obliges the Engfijb to ftudy the inclinations of the 
natives, to keep well with them, and engage them by a£ts of 
kindnefs into a ftrlA alliance. They fpare neither prefents 
nor carefles, exclufive of the tribute paid to th^ ki^ of 
TetUy by way of acknowkgement for the ground they pofiefs. 
^hus it was in the days of Barbot\ and we believe that^ver; 
Imall alterations have been made to this time. 

The foldiers at Cape CoaJt are lodged in the beft barracks 
of any upon the coaft of Gniney^ and receive their pay daUy 
ill gold duft. Here are alfo convenient apartments for the 
ilaves, who, in this particular, are treated with, great homar 
sity ; with forges for fmiths, fliades and work-honfes fcnr 
carpenters and other mechanics, together ^ with a convenient 
public kitchen for the ufe of the fettlement* X^ur author 
temarkis, that the officers of the company at Cape Coaft make 
but two meals a day ; the firft at t^ in the moa-ning, the 
fecond at four in the afternoon ; notwithft^dtng which the 
expence'of the public table amounted to near 1500 A in cme 
year\ ^ 

The governor's apartments communicate with the chapel, 
which is no more than a large hall, anfwering a double pur* 
pofe, that of a church and a dining>room. The firA fiory 
is ornamented with a h^dfome bakony, extending the 
whole length of the front ; and th^ accompting-houfe is lai^e - 
and convenient. In Barhofs time there was a fchooi for the 
infh-udion of negro children, to initiate them in readmg, 
writing, and the principles of the ChriAian religion : whe- 
ther it ftiil remains fo, is what we cannot take it upon ua to 
affiim; A little way from the gate is a prifon for murderers, 



' Smith, ubi fopra. 
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triitorSf imd othc^ crhmnals» coavifted of capital crioie^ 

wfae^c tbey ara dstalned till an oocafioo offers of (mding v 
Ihem over to SngUnJ, to take their fmal trial. Finally, 
diere Is cot in the rock beneath the platform a large vault, for 
the confinement of (laves* This horrid dungeon is divided 
into a number of cell$> well conuived to prevent dieirrevolt** 
uig» or forming confpirades. Such only are confined there 
as are purchafed for exportation. An iron grate ferves if 
for a roofr to admit the ab-| and as much light as is thought 
neceflSiry ; and the numbers of ihtps which frequent the 
coaft prevent thdr besog fo long detained ai to omtraft 
diftempers, the confe<iuenoe of dofe confinement* The 
dA&m for preferviag their water^ by Mfhich the fort is chl^* 
ly fupplied, is capable of holding 400 hogfbeads. It is dug 
in the rock, and rn^de as convenient as the nature of (uch a 
ne^fiary contrivance wUl admit ; for, beijdrs this, th^y have 
,lio water but what is brought at a confiderable diflance f. 

Formerly' th& faiary and perquifites of the gofeitnof SularieTt 
were very confiderable^ amounting to two tl^oufand pounds bank, ^nJ 
peranmtm ; at prefent tbey are dwindled to half that fumi emplof-. 
9nd the chief profits arifrag from trade. His council is com- ^^^ff ♦ 
pofed of the govei*nors df the out-forts, in which he has ^^ '^'"^ 
no more than a fingle voice ; but as this is aflembkd upoA ^' • '/A- 
extraordinary occafions only, the chief man^ment of a&irs ^^^^p^^ 
devolves upon him. He had formerly the appointing <i fgJiice gt 
fetors and fupercsrgoes, ibme of which were exceeding Cape 
lucrative, as, befides thek fakries^ they were permitted to Coaft. 
trade to a certain extent. The g^^veramentfhip of AkrA was 
in particular a place of profit ; but thofe of Anamaboa and 
DUkfcove were rather laborious and important than lucrative 
or conveiuent ; the living being bad, the lodgh^gs inoonve^ 
cicnt^ and the £dary and trade inconfiderable. In general 
the prefidency of Cape G^afi is lodged in the hands of one 
man ;- but when Smith refided there the government was 
divided among three perfons, who enjoyed a more ample 
authority than any fingle governor, the company leaving to 
their choice the difpofal x>f all places and preferments in their 
fervice. Des BiarchaU fays % that the governor of C^9 
Coqft do» not confine himfelf to the tra£ck of the place, 
but employs a number of great and fmali veflels, who bring 
t» his warehoufes all the commodities of Gtdney^ which h^ 
fldps off for Eun^e. At prefent they deal chiefly in gold 
dull: and flavct, the former being returned to Europe, laid 
«)ttC in tradCx or die purchafe of flaves for the*^^ tn^i. 

y AxKiNSyip. 99. Barsqt, 'Jtiiii * Ubifupra. 
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Vefcrib' The copipaiay/s gardens, which 4ire no Icfs than eight miled 
tion of the in circumference, arc the chief beauty of the place, but 
company s without walls 6t any other enclofure ; all that place gmng 
gardens, by this name that Js planted with trees. Here the foil is 
fertile, producing every fort of fruit to^be found in the 
warmer climates, as lemons, oranges, citrons, gnavas, man- 
goes, plantinsy bananas, pine apples, tamarinds, cucumbers, 
^ water melons, coco nuts, cinnamon, and every kind of fal* 

lads and roots. It is believed that the cinnamon tree would 
grow here to great perfection, if properly cultivated ; an 
experiment we are amazed the company have not made, as 
it would juftly revenge the injuries received from the Dutch 
in their fpice trade, and be a prodigious faving to the naticm, 
without interfering in the fmalleft degree with the rights or 
intereft of the Ec^ India company. When Phillipt was at 
Cape Coaji, the African company had two gardens ; the firft 
a large one, and probably the fame that Smith fpeaks of; 
the other the pleafure garden of the faftory, where they had 
\ , a pleafant fummer-houfe, in which the gentlemen of the fort 

ufed frequently to refrefh themfelves. It ferved for a bury- 
ing-ground for the factors, and all tht Europeans in the fort, 
except the governors, who were generally interred within 
' the walls of the fort *• 
AccQunt of The fea coafl: extends from eaft to weft, facing direft- 
the fur- ly the fouth. The country is filled with mountains, which, 
rounding without having /any extraordinary height, render tl^e vallies 
country, narrow, upon account of their ftanding fo clofe to each 
other. They are covered with a fort of low thick briar, 
that renders them impaflable, except where the paths are 
cut. The negroes dp not cultivate one tenth of the ground ; 
and fix months interruption will produce a new crop of 
jbriars in thofe places they had intirely cleared. Voyagers 
iiavd endeavoured to account for this extraordinary peculi* 
arity by conjeftures equally unfatisfaCtory and abfurd ; fbme 
afcribing it to the barrennefs of the es^-th, others to the dif* 
pofition of the air, others to moifture, and a few to a vitri- 
olic principle in the foil, as if they were determined to be 
^orjc ridiculous in their fyftem than any of the foregoing* 
The furface of the earth is in general fandy, poor, and 
gravelly ; a kind of foil which in this country we find pro* 
duftii^e of thorns and brambles. A little lower is a kind of 
white marl, and fomewhat deeper a brown earth, of a dry, 
fandy nature. We here fpeak of the hills, the vallies being 
in general .fertile and rich, except round Cape Coajl, where 

• PiiiLi.iP9^ p. ito7, Jibi fop. • 

the 
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the kri<! is dry and ftcrile. Except ^ere the kingdom of Fettt 
is peculiarly rich and fruitful, and the ground well culti^ 
rated. The people arc numerous, and induftrious, employ- 
ing themfelves' in the gold trade, fifliing, agriculture, or 
fome oth^r bufinefs fupplyinjg the neceffities of life. They 
fend great quantities of provifions to the markets of Elmina, 
no leis to their own advantage than to the convcniency of - . 
the Dutch. Their fifh is excellent and abundant; their -i 
fowls, and efpfecially the mitfcovia ducks, are good and 
cheap ; the mutton, and goats flefti of the country lean and ** 

infipid ; beef fcarcc, and pigeons in great plenty **. 

With regard to the climate; Barbot fays, that it' is nA*Of the ' 
ther better nor worfe than that of the oihtr kingdoms of the r //«w//. 
Gold Coajl ;* although he obferved morning and ei^ening a 
thick fog fprcad itfelf over the face of the;- country, which 
he imagines could arife from no very good caufe, nor con- 
tinue without carrying ficknefs and difeafe with it. But the 
principal caufe of the unhealthinefs of the country he places 
in the quality of their food. Smithy on the other hand,' . 
affirms the air to be the moft wholefome, and the people the 
moft healthy, of any on the GofdCoqfi ; nay, he calls Cape 
Coaft the moft fupportable fitudtion in all Guiney, 

In the neighbourhood oi Cape CmJI the Eyiglt/h have hmlt /„^^.gj^fj 
two forts, the one called Phillips's Tower, and the other ^^ /ti,,^ 
Fort RoyaU or ^tcen June's Fart :' each of them are thxee forts at 
quarters of a mile diftant from Cape Coajl ; the firft ftanding on a/mall 
an eminence on the fide of the garden, fouth-eaft of the fort, difiartce 
InBo/mati's time Phillips's Tiw^r was garrifoned with fix men,A^«» ^^pe 
the intention of it being to keep the negroes in awe, by means ^o^^^- 
of fome pieces of cannon, and to gu^rd againft the incurfions 
of the neighbouring nations. Phillips fpcaks of a redoubt 
raifed upon an eminence, refembling thofe little watch towers: 
on the coaft of Spain^ to alarm the country upon the approach 
of the Moorijh pr Turhijh pirates. It was garrifoned with a 
few men, and mounted two or three pieces of fmall cannon, • •' 
to found the alarm upon the fmalleft danger c. 

QtfEEN Anne's Fort is fituated near the village of 
Manfroj upon a hill called Danifiein, where Frederic/hirglr 
formerly ftood. At prefent it is a fquare building, mounted; 
with fixteen pieces of cannon, twelve of them ftanding o»*a! 
platform, and guarded by fix white men and an equal rium-> 
bcr of blacks.' Des Marchais fays, that it is acceflible only* 
by a crooked path, which f<6rms a kind of fpiral fti*eet, bor< 
dered on each fide by nbgro huts **. .... : ! : ' 
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Till tOMmpf^tf^lfroUoftncHMl forms fimatf4pa the btiiQkf 

. ^ of 1 riv«r, in a place almoft irfacceiSUf , on account of r^gge4 

rocks that furround it. The inhabitants are eontianalfy 

bulled in fiibing, agriculture, and making fait, a commoditf 

gready ^nted in that country ; and many of than a/& ai 

Of ihi ^^^^ ^^ ^ inffirchaats of the inirrior countries. To con* 

J^^y^'.xlude onr acconnt of the kingdom of Fetu^ thcra is held at 

01^ 4gi Jbramhf a briHiaitt afleidhly of the naiitfs, ^m all parts af 

Abram- the kingdom, to celebrate, by dancing and^pther diverfiws. 

Jhoe. the birth-day of the king. Here an incredible number of 

nqproes of both fexes pau the whole day and night in tidt 

fttigt^hig esKcrcife. The only divifipn of time at F^u oon- 

lifts in the fitting df the coorts of judicature at ceitaiii 

P^iods, at which all caufes of prmerty, that caQix>t be deter* 

mined by the inferior judges of diftri£ti are tnred and finally 

' decided^ This fupreme court is competed of the king, the 

prime minifter, the jaraffQ, the irafiof and two Engli/b fac* 

tbrs, chofen by the governor <:SCape Co^. Tfaefe twQ.com* 

'miflaries appear at every feilion in new fnits, an expence 

which cofts the company annually sthe fnm of 300 /. jflerliog. 

Finally, Aquaff^ is a negro town, weft of Cape Coafi^ that 

has the reputation of being large and populous, with ^ 

market, where the natives buy and fell their flaves which 

they intend fliould be faciificed at the iaterment of their 

lung, and buried with him ^, 



I 



Of thi Kingddtos of Sabu and Fantin. 

T is not the extent of Sahu that has attraded the attea" 

tion of voyagers ; for this is fo incon/tderable as to be 

confined to two leagues, fome fay miles, from eafl to weft 

along the coaft ; and four from fouth to nortih into the in^ 

HgioM. land country. It begins ^t the foot of mount Odnifi&m^ and 

fhicaiiU' ends within a mile or two of Mawri, or Ahrwerri, there 

Jtription joining the kingdom of Fantin^ Its boundaries being the fea, 

^f^ptu, and the countries of Jtti and Fetu on the fouth and wnrfl, 

Sabu produces an amaiing quantity of htcHaii corn, potatoes, 

yamms, bananas, oranges, l^nons, and other frntts ; befides 

palm oil, with which^it fiipplieft the oonntries of Jkra and 

Jxim. The natives pafs &r the moft isduArious people ot 

fhe 6M C9qfi^ being is a perpetual courfe <X eropk^meBl, 

titber in tilfing the earth, fiflung, or trading with the Eur^ 

§mmt or jSumfiff a nation that excfaai^es gold^ the fifli 

end j&'uits of Sahu. 
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Bowman repf^fenu the aegroei of Sahu a^ equal ia power 
tei tfaoft of Gmmendop and nothing inferior tp thea) in vil* 
ksoy and treachery ; probably because they difappointed tlie 
defigQ <if the HManden agaieft C^mmmdo. This writer ruo$ BofoianV 
out tato bitM ki9e£^ive$ againft the kiag of SaHi, for have- afrtfir;^/ of 
iBgy HQxier pretence of mc^ating a peitce^ ruined the i%/^^i& /^^ Fetu- 
affiikt by a politic prtKreftloation and del^y, which he calU .ans/n^ 
fraadnkni and wicked; although by bis actoo^legment th« ^^(^^^' 
eandc^ of the D«fcA merited every artifice that couJd f<>f' 
£Uy diiire6 or oblige them to abandon th$ ,€oa»try' Bur 
.wkt chiefly excites B^finm*^ indjgnat^ i9» iJial hisjcwnx 
trymen Ihould not (»ily be forced to acquiei^pe in the condu<ft 
of the king of Sdhftf but alTo to engage him by prefeot$ frc^ 
fidiog vith &c CommanUns K tiinc iU0 lacbrymit / fft^rboU Barbot / 
on ^hc contrary, attribfites the animpfity c^ the iiegrQe$ t9 account of 
the Ehiich to that brurlAi Ipfoknce and barbarity tb^t cb?- thecondu^ 
raflcMca this nation where^eyer they have acquired domif of the 
fdoQ. He adds, that, with the af&Aipn of thQ natives, th^ Dutch* 
Dt^cb have likewife loft their trade ; and that the king oJF 
jbifi in particular has frequently offered to aiCft with twp 
thoufand men, fupported at his own expence, any Eurc^e^n 
aatibB that would undertake to expel the Dutch from the 
coaft. The motive of bis. difguii arofe from the intrigues of 
the Hollanders to wean the inhabitants of Mawri fi:om fh^ir 
all^iatice to him, to excite tliem to a revolt, and perfpac^ , 
them to refufe paying the ufual 'tribute and homage^. It 
appears from the diftinft teftimony of Artus^ that the dif- 
a^feftion of the negroes to the Dutch was by no means volun- 
tary, or the effects of caprice, but the rjtfuk of a fer ics of ill 
uftge, and an arbitrary, cruel ufurpation which the governor 
of Ehnina aflumed : they were far from wiftilng to difturj> 
commerce ; but they panted ^gerly after freedom, and longed 
to remove that iron fcourge held over them by the HoUandirs. 
Thb voyage idates, th;^, a few years before his arrival in 
that country, fom€vi>Mi5rA.failQr& landed, to cut woodmpoa 
the bonks of a neighbouring river, and began with hewiiig 
down thofii trees con^^ated to the Fetiche. The natives, 
who. behdd the fecrilege with horror, gently remonftrat^ 
ta thoji upon &> prophane a conduct and unprovoked ufage ; 
btttj perceiving all their rej^^efeut^tions difregarded, they 
had jecourfc to arms, and fooa obliged th^ , Dutch by X 
fliowcr of darts and arrows to retreait to the tr fliips, Oso 
failor wa& left dea,d on the iield, and hk lii^d cirt off by a 
acgro, THe day foibwing lh« AegKPes, rep^ntiijg cf wbai: 
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they had done, repaired in a troop to the fliip, and oflfered to 
deliver up the (nurderer of the Dutchman^ deiiriog he might 
be puniflied in the manner his crime deferved : their }HrOp6- 
fal and contrition being reje^d» they returned, and with 
their own bands cut 6S the head of the offender, fevering 
his body into quarters, which were expofed a prey to the 
birds and beafts of the field. When the Dutch came afhore 
they found the body of their countryman decently interred^ 
and th^ head of the negro placed on his grave ^ ; whence 
we may rationally infer, that the inclination of the nadves is 
to live upon a footing of firiendihip with the Dutch, 

For a number of years the negroes of Sabu were in a per* 
petual ftate of hoftilities with thofe of' j4tti and Jkana : but 
the late king, being of a mild and pacific difpofitioa, put an 
end to tho^ troubles, and reftored peace and tranquility* 
The Sahuans were always inferior in number to thdr ene« 
mies ; but fufficiently made up that deficiency by the ufe of 
fire-arms, in which they were expert, and gaining thereby 
many fignal advantages* They frequently brought loads c£ 
their enemies heads to the Dutch fort at Mawri, as a tdkai 
of their refpeA and fubmiilion K 
Sabu tbi The city of Sabu, where the king takes up his refidence, 
t^itaL ftands two leagues from the coaft. It is long and populous; 
and Des Marchais defcribes it a fine city, north north-eaft 
of Manvri ; which is all that hifiorian relates concerning it« 
The Eng- The firft place weftward which dcferves mention is the Eng- 
liih/ort lijb fort ori ^een Anne^s Point, built with ftone and lime, 
pfi Queen upon an eminence about a mile from Fort Royal, or mount 
Anne*s . Daniftiin, and two miles from Naffau Fort on the eaft. It 
Point. is drfended by five pieces of cannon, and a garrifon of five 
white and as many black men. Near this lies the village 
Jkorty or Congo, where may be feen the ruins of a Dutch 
faftory, the principal intention of which was to defcry EtnrO' 
fean ihips at fea, which were commg to difturb the commerce 
MawrL of Mavfri. Next ftands Mawrij or Mourei, a town half a 
mile from Congo, and, according to Jrttis, upon an eminence, 
without being more healthy, clean, or regular, than if it 
flood in a pkdn. Its market is bad, and every thing, even 
palm wine and fruits, icarce and dear. It is the Immediate 
property of the king of Sabu, who levies his rights by jm>- 
per officers, under Us own dire^ion, and accountable only 
tbvhim. The chief trade of the place confifts in crude gold 
duft, with which canoes every day arrive from all the iea-port 
towns. Before the J9|i/cA fixed their refidence here. It was a 

* Artvs, p, 4S. • B«8M. Bpift. '4. 
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petty iQConfiderable place : at prefent it carries on a trade 
the fuoft flourifliiDg of any beildes Ehnina and Cape Coqft on 
the coaft of Cuiney. Villault affirms, that it contains above, 
aoo houfesy >vhich furrouad three fides of the Dutch fort 
Naffau. In his time it was fupplied by the Akanefe^ and by 
Ikmy or Congo ; though then it bad the reputation of a place 
rich in gold, but poor in the conveniencies and neceilaries 
of life. The greater part of th6 inhabitants are liihermen, Dufm 
' who go out every morning in four or five hundred canoes^ luinch ih 
paying on their return one*fifth of their fifh to the Dutch Dutch 
h&xx in the town, by way of toll or tribute. This kind of '*«* 
tribute they alfo exa£l at Elmina a^d Schana, in r^ht of 
cooqueft ; though Bojman does not pretend that they have 
yet conquered ManuriK No other Eur^ans have this pre<« 
rogative, nor do any of them exerdfe the fame fovercign 
authority as the Dutch, who would feem to aSkR defpotiiai 
abroad, in proportion to the freedom of their conftitutioa at 
home. A great number of Ahane/e have lately fettled at 
Mawri, for the conveniency of trading with the Dutch, 
The houfes Aand at a great diftance from each other, aod 
the intervening fpace is generally filled up with a rock, 
which makes the pafling from one to another inc<xnmodio|2s, 
and (bmetimes dangerous. It is called the grave of Dutch^ 
men, on account of the great number who have died tb^e ; 
yet is the place ftiU in a flouriihing condition, becaufe all 
.{hips bound to the Gold Coaft are forced to wood and water 
here^ . . . 

Fort Naffau, the greateft Dutch fettlemcnt in. Cumey^ Port 
eaccept Ehnina, ftands vpon a rock, watered towards the Nafiaa» 
fouth by the fea. It owes its origin to the HoHandtrs, who 
made it their head fettlement as long as Elmina was in the 
hands of the Portuguefe* Its form is nearly quadrangular, 
the front being rather the largeft fide. It is provided with 
four batteries at^d eighteen pieces of cannon ; and, if we ex- 
cept Ehnina, its walls are the highefl of any fort on th^ 
c<»A. The curtain comprehends the two fea batteries, and 
' is fo fpadotts and convenient as eafily to admit of fuch a bat<^ 
tery as tht Engli/h have on the platform at Cape Coaft, But 
the greateft ornament and ftrength of the fort confifls in four 
towers at each angle, well provided with artillery, mufquets, 
and ftores. Des Marcbais remarks, that it flands on the 
eaft finite of Mawrif the gates being defended by an out- 
work refembling a half-moon, built with the fame Aone as 
the baftions or towers'. According to Barbot, Fort Najfau 

.» Epift. 4. ^ B^ptaoT, ubi fupra. 

was 



f4l . Ste Hijfsty cf tie Gold C6ii&. B.XVH; 

Mma bnUt in the year 1669, by order and at the expence oi 

the States General, who gave it the name o£ Najku in com- 

' .pliment to the prince of Orange At firft it waa. iottadecl 

for DO other purpc^ than to awe the inhabitants, of Afawri: 

The States foon made it over to the Wsft In£a company ; 

but in a condition very difierent fnxn itS/prefent fiate, the 

works being all of earth, <rften deftroyed by the ralns^ and 

leaving the garrifon expoTed to the infulta of the' Portuguefi 

ziEhnma, No fooner had the DutcA feized upon thi« fort 

than they ferioufly applied their thoughts to (ecoring |hem; 

felves upon the coaft, and fortifying Najau. Thl^ it waa that 

occafiened the eredling of ftone walls and baftioQs, togeth^tf 

with commodious apartments for the governors and fa^k»-$^ 

and garrilbning it with feventy or eighty foMkrs. A|t a finaU 

diftance from the fort the company have a fine garden, ki^t 

In excellent order, and neatly laid out in partetres, groves, 

and (hades c^ fruit trees ; but it has one fiuiifm common 

with the gard^ms of Elmina and Manfr^y and that is the vlci* 

nity of high mountains, whence tcMrents of rain rufli down, 

that frequendy deftroy the roots, herbs, and all the labour 

of the gardener »». • 

Geotra- Next follows the kingdom rf Fantin, bounded by 8alm 

fbicaiJi' ^ the weft, the Iran mount half a mile below Miwri bdng 

/criftM its extremity. This hill is a quarter of a mile long at die 

c/ the bafe, and hath from its bottom to its fummit a chahnkiK 

kingdom e^walk, fo thick (haded with trees that the fig^t is obicui^at 

J^antin. noon day. From the foot of this hill Fantin extends ItCdi 

about ten miles eaftward along the coaft, having on the 

north fide Jrti, y^gua^ and Tongua; jtkron on the caft^ and 

the fea on the Stmth. The Engiyb and Dutch have eadi 

their feparate forts in this country, and the former three 

/mall lodges b^fides. The firft Englifb flag that prefents it* 

Vfe'Eng- fctf w at Jnican, or Ingenijian, itanding upon a little erni* 

l\&i Jiag at ncDce two miles from Mawri. Formerly the Z>»^^ had a 

Anican. fettlement here ; but finding the trade did not anfwer, 09 

account of the (hare which the Engtifh and Danes had in it, 

thpy refolved to abandon it. Upon this \!tiQEngUfi took 

poflHSon. In Bofinan^s time if was defended by only one 

white man and two or three negroes ; a formidable power, 

hys he, to fupport the honour of the Britijb flag, Barboi^ 

however, gives a more favourable account, and lays, that k 

was fecurcd by two pieces of canncm, three Engii/bm^^ and 

fcveral negroes ^ however, he does not boaft much of iti 

tommercc. He relates farther, that the PortugueJ^ )iad lik#- 

' , ' wife 
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wife < iettlemem here^ defended by a redoubt , and a garri* 
ioaoiioi Poriugutft and tMPclve blacks. Tketr trade con* 
itfled in.pi|iei, tobacco* foap, rum, and feireral Amencdn 
iommodilte$ ; but Barboi is intirely ignorant what advaatagt 
they could pn^K^e by fuch an aftabl&ment, and in a ^acf 
where all the trade bad been {breOalled. 

Hitf a mile below thi3» fays Bojman^ and. two talleSy Tin Eng- 
accor^Qg to tariot, tbe Engbjb have a fmali compaft fort at XMhJmn a$ 
Anamabod, ixc^Jamifia. Phillips reprcfenu jinamaioa as a Anank- 
todfiiBie large town ; but tbe inhabitants as the moft raf* ^M : 
fsHy )]^Qg people on the GeU Cuiflj furpriiingly artfol ki 
Icbalji^ and comnterfating the precious metal. The toi^ft 
ileod under tfce €a&iK>n of the £n^2/% fort ; and the toad was 
ceaftantly filled with (hips. This place wonld afford a con- 
fiderabk g^ and flare trade, fays Bd/man, if the Engfi/k 
ViA Z^md interlopers had not met with fo much enoourage* 
aent, and fo firmly eftabli&ed a trafick. Anaimakoa may 
fidthfolly be repnted the moft powerful town upon the whote 
ceaft, bdng aUe to arm as many able-bodied men as the 
whole kingdom of Conmrnido, or Sabu ; and yet in propor* ^ 
tioa not a fifth of Fantin. The town is divided into two 
farts, the one inhabited by the .fifhermen of Ebninay the 
Mhcr by thoie of Faxtitiy who py a certain duty to the 
Br^§ tor the liberty of purfuing their callings. They treat *rh infit 
tktEnghJbg^ybia with fo much infolence, as often to block /ence cf 
them within thenr walk; and frequently, if they dillike the tlft nn» 
governor, dicy i!rod lum in a canoe to Cape Coafty with maVks ti'^^^ *• 
of die ntmedft contempt. Far from being able to oppofe ^^^ ^*^t* 
Aem, the En^Bfi> are glad to appeafe them by prefenta « in ^rt ^^^ 
fliort^ the negroes cf Fantin are the moft turbulent anddef- "'^* 
perate of any upon the coaft ; and were it not for their civtt 
dii^tMis th^ would become nmnanagcable and dangerous 
Bcighbours to all tbe furroundiDg ftates. In 1701, they de^r 
dared war agaiofl the Eagfijb^ and the Dutch were fufpeA<rd 
ef fapplying them with powder. Upon Sunday the 4th of 
Sfftenier they aflembkd in a tumultuous manner before the 
fort, letting lire to the exterior building?, and going on 
with then: outrages, till dicy were difperfed by a dlfcharge 
of tbe caisnon from the bonerics. Th^ night following the 
E9^li/b tocdc theh* revenge, by iettmg fire to the greater part 
sf the town of Jnamaboa and laying it in afties } and thu^^^ 
After open hoftilities had beeu carried on for the fpace of 
twenty days, the natives oAred a truce,- leaving the terms 
to the EngHfif governor, and the king of Sai^ a{>ing as 
mediator. }io objeAion was made to the demands of the 
tsjj-^^ and ^kfff agrved to (atisfy them for dam;^ done to 
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the fort ; taking their Fetiches folcmnly to witnefs the fin- 
ccrtty of their intentions, and giving fevcral of their children 
. as hoftages. However, after the arrival of an Englijlrintex^ 
ioper, who promifed them tcnj>er cent, extraordinary on the 
price of flaves, they forgot all their engagqpients/ entered a 
iecond time upon hoftilities, and carried on the war with 
fuch vigour, that, Bloom affirms, the governor and garrifon, 
feized with a panic, fled to Cape C^aft. Farther particulars 
we are not favoured with. 
DifcfiP' T|?E Englzjb fort at Jnamahoa was built jipon the founda* 
Hon of tion. of a large old houfe, which fubfifled intire in the year 
Anama- 1679. It is a large edifice, flanked by two towers, and 
hoaifirtk fecured to the Tea by two baftions, the whole of brick or ftone^ 
well cemented with lime. It flands upon a rock, at the 
dilVance of thirty paces froni the Tea. It is mounted with 
twelve pieces of cannon and two pattereroes, and defended by 
a garrifon of twelve white and eighteen blacks, under the com- 
mand of the chief faftor. The greatefl inconvenience attend- 
ing the fituation arlfes from the difHculty of landing from 
the fhips, the fhore being covered with rocks a fmall diftance 
into the fea, or rendered equally dangerous by a continual 
high furf. . All fhips are^forced to come to an anchor with- 
out fide of the rocks, and goods are landed by means of 
/canoes upon a fandy point, furrounded by a wall, built at 
the pxpence of the company, and rendered convenient by 
lodgings for the negroes under the cannon of the fort. Our 
author obferves, that the foil here is well calculated for 
' making bricks, and the abundance of fhells upon the coafl 
fufficiently furnifhes them with excellent lime ; fo that build- 
ing here is cheap, efpecially as the country affords great 
plenty of wood and timber. 
Aft account ROUND Anamaboa the country is mountainous ; but the 
of the ad' hills are at a fufficient diflance from the town. Five in par- 
,jacent ticular are remarkably high, and ferve as diflin6t marks at 
country* fea to determine this divifion of the coaft. As they arc 
covered witli wood, the muldtude and variety of trees form 
an agreeable pfofpeft. Heie the palm wine is made in 
great perfeftion, efpecially that which they call packer, 
Befides that the couatry is populous, it is exceeding rich In 
gold, flaves, and all the neceflaries of living ; but more par- 
ticularly in corn, which they fell in large quantises to the 
Europeans. Their opulence has had. upon them the ufual 
efFefts of wealth, rendering them fo infoient, arrogant, and 
haughty, that an European who trades \wth them muft pay 
. the moft abjeft fubmiiIion,^nd even ftand uncovered in the 
' .pefence of thofc barbarians. , In the wQ9ds of this coijntry 
. ' , , n ' ^re' 
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ire found the m6ft beautiful paroquets in the world, and an 
infinity of other birds. Fruits, roots, and vegetables of all 
Unds are plenty, and cultivated with little trouble; and It is 
really amazing to fee countries fo contiguous. as this and 
Sabu^ ,fo different in the qualities of the foil, the one clothed 
with a perpetual verdure, rich in all the produ(flions of the 
earth, while the other in moft places looks bare, barren, and 
naked, affording fcarce a fcanty fubiiflence to the indigent 
inhabitants »• 

The fort at Jnamaboa was abandoned in 1733, but 
afterwards the Englijh refumed the fettlement, arid continued 
in it ever fince. . About half a mile from Jnamatoa, Hands Adjav/A 
a village called Ac^a, or j^ga, upon the fea fide. Here the lage, a 
Dutch formerly poflefled a fort, whence they were driven by I^utch 
the treachery of the Englt/b, who, upon fome quarrel with thtfi^^^^^^ 
people of Jnamaboa, fought, proteftion among the Hollanders^ tbtre. 
and feized that opportunity of diflodging their hofts, forget- 
ting all the rights of juftice and hofpitality. At preient 
the Dutch keep but one faftor here; and one might retort 
upon Bofman^ the raillery he beftows on the EngUJb on an- 
other occafion. Barbot fays, that the village oiJga is divided 
into three different dlftrlAs, each of them containing 25 or 
30 houfes. It is a fituation by no means favourable to 
commerce, the landing being dangerous and difficult for 
fhipping ; yet round it the country produces fevcral valuable 
commodities, and among others a very fine cotton. In the 
the war between England znd Holland^ in 1 665 and J 666 ^ the 
Englijb committed great cruelties upon the Dutch of this 
faftory, which ufage the Hollanders have fince faithfully re- 
paid in nnmberlefs inftances o. 

Thr^e miles from Mawriy and a little below Jga, (lands Little 
the village of Little Corrftantiny in contradiftin6lion to Great Corman- 
Cormantin, Bo/man fpeaks. of it as a contemptible place ; tin. 
but Des Marchaisy a later writer, afTures us, that it is larger 
aud better built than mod of the villages of that country. 
Artus (ays, that, after having been a place of confiderable 
note, it was ruined in the year 1 600, fince which time it 
never recovered its former fplendor. This village is fituated 
upon an eminence, eafily difiinguifhed by a lofty tree that 
grows upon the very fummit. Hither the French and Por* 
tuguefs drive a great trade, the Dutch alfo (haring in it, till 
it was difcovered that the negroes adulterated the gold. This 
firfi gave the Dutch a diflil<e to tlie trade, and at length 

* Des Marchais, ^osman^ & Sarbot, ubi fup. ® Bos. 
cpift. 4. Artus, p, jO, 
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drove awty aimofl: all the Eurt^eani* Afterwards the tr^dft 
was refuined by the Dutch, about the year 1682, wbca 
A ftcr- ^^y greatly enlarged and ftrengthened Fort An^fltrdeanf tte 
dm/br/. ^cf f cfidcncc of the £«^4/i, till they were drivea thence by 
D^ Ruyter, m i66c. This is a fquare ftooe bmldingi 
(Irengthened by four bafttoQS» mouating 20 pieces of canoon. 
In the center is a tower, where the^ Dutch flag is fixed. The 
apartments of the officers and foldiers are neat^ dean, and 
conunodiousy the parapets fpacious, and fine viewft of the « 
country and fea prefeat themfelves from the tower. The 
fort is well fupplied with water, by n),eans of large ciftemS|. 
^ that contain an incredible quantity of rain. Here the garrifoa 

confifts of 25 white men» and a number of blacks, ,who live 
happily and at their eafe. making fortunes with veify Uttie 
trouble or labour. 
Great About cannon-Ihot from the fort, ftands Cr^t Corman^ 

Corman- lif^^ upon a high hill; a town fo large and populous/ as 
^» juftiy to merit the name given it of Great. It is fituated 

upon a high hill, behind and under die cannoa of F^rt Ait- 
fierdam. The number of merchants and fiihermeo in the 
town exceed 1200, befides other inhabitants of diiierent: 
occupations. Cormantin and Jnamaboa wer^ formerly the ' 
great marts of the, Snglijh and Dutch <:oauaerce,. as they 
were greatly frequented by the Akhatiefi ; who came hither 
with their goods in large caravans.^ In 1665, Holland and 
England being at war» the. flames fpread themfelves to the 
coaft of jVriQa, >vhere they broke out with great fury, each 
company nmporting the intereft and honour Qf their feveral 
nations^ with the utmoflr heat and animofity. In confequence, 
the Dutch were forced to abandon Cormantin and JnamcBboa^ 
~ and retire to Mvwri \ but the Englijb, lefs fkilful in making 
the proper advantage in viAory than gaining it, ufed tbd 
negroes with fuch infblence, that out of revenge they re* 
called the Dutch, and ailiiled them in building the fort, 
which the Englijb took the year fbllowing. After this the 
BngHJb factors prudently flrengthened their intereft, by 
entering upon a fubfiding treaty with the Braffos of Fantin 
and Jiem, and by their means built a ftrong fqrt at Ana^ 
- maboa, ^f which they keep pofleiCon till this time. 

Besides the above, there are other towns and villages 

within the diftrifk of Fantin, which carry on fome trade* 

Jgua, Laguyoy Fantimqueri, and Manpran, are the moft con* 

^ fiderable, though feared deferving to be mentioned in biftory* 

G0<oer/f ^^ ^^ *^^ government of Fantin, it is lodged in a fupreme 

j^„^ ^ magiftrate, called a Brafo ; but without the enfigns or dig- 

Fandn. nity of royalty. He is the chief governor, leads their armies 

• ^ into 
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.m the field, enjoys the greateft power of any perfon • in 
dte QAtion, but is greatly retrained,, and his authority" 
lifliitedby theold men, who form a national councili feme* 
whalt refemblinig an Englijb parliament, their votes and aAs 
bdng intirely independent of ^Braffo. Befides the fuprem^ 
Brmo^ ts^Tj town and fubdiviiion of the kingdom lias its 
chidt, wha n-equently throws off his allegiance, aflumes in- 
dependency,- and enters upon a war with his fovereign and 
the council of Elders. The natives of Fantin are, in gene- 
ral, as we have iaid, a hardy, bold, and intrepid people, who 
/tick at nothing where either their revenge or intereft are 
concerned. They trade freely with interlopers, frequently 7^^ ^^^^ 
fliut up all the paflages to the inland countries, and prevent ^Us. 
all tr^de between the Europeans and the merchants of the 
interior kingdoms, either in gold or flaves ; nay more, they 
fotnetimes almoft ftarve the Dutch in their forts, by intercepting ' 
all fapplies, till their demands are fully complied with. In 
confideration of their aid in taking Fort Arnfterdaniy the 
Butch company entered into a contraft with them, that all 
ihips, except (lave (hips, trading to their coaft, (hould pay 
^ duty of three hundred guilders ; but now the negroes nuke 
tfo diiUn£lion, and infift upon the fame cufloms- for all 
vcflels whatev^. They alfo extort a fublidy froip the 
Ef^iyhf and the remonArances of either company have 
l^therto had little ^cQ. ?. 



Of the Kingdoms of Acron^ Agonna, and Aquatnboe. 

# 

WE now come to the remaining eaftward maritime king- Kingdom 
doms of the Ci?ld Coaft y after defcribiog w,hich, we rf Acroo* 
(hall proceed to recite the interior countries, in the order in 
which they lye from eaft to weft ; that is, from the river 
V$lt4i to Cape Apollonian the boundaries of this coaft. The 
ranainder of the Gold Coqfi from Fantin to the river F^lta^ 
jDontains three large kingdoms, viz. Acron^ AgomtOy 9odGe9gra-' - 
Aquamboe^ which are divided into an infinity of lefler ftatte. fhicaldi* 
Thefirft extends along the fea eaftward from Fantin^ to ^^fiription^f 
mount called Monte delDiabolo, or the Deyits Mount. - It is Acron. 
divided into Great ^nd Little Acron } the former, which v^ 
the interior country, being und^r a republican government-; 
the latter, bounded on the fouth by the fea^ having |t 
Ibfereign, and all the requifites of a pum monarchyi 
Notwitb(landing they ar« abfolutely independent on each 

^ Bo^MANi abi fupra» 
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ether, yet has there always a flriA union fubfifted, both 
living under the proteftion of the Fantins^ who, in their nm^i^ 
are obliged to the fertile and induftrious jicron for a. prin- 
Wr Dutch dpal part of their maintenance. In the year x6gj^ the 
fa^ at : Dutch began to build a fort, now fortified by two batteries, 
Apam. ztApam, to which tliey gave Leydfaamkeyd^ or Patience^ -be- 
caufe they met with abundance of opportunities to excrdfe 
that virtue while they were employed in the building. The 
village of Apam is fmall, and formerly; as well as at prdeat, 
only inhabited by filhermen. The fort is mounted with 
eight pieces of cannon, and contains a garrifon of x6 men, 
whites and blacks; but its chief ftrength cdofifts In a fine 
firong tower, built by Bojman'^ order, when he commanded 
at pimina'^* This is the only Eurcfean fettlement in this 
kingdom ; and indeed its poverty affords no great enconrage^ 
ment to other nations to attempt an eftablilhment. ' 
Anacctnmt BosMAN relates, that though, by the conftitution, the 
pftbtking king of Acran is abfolute, yet fo mild was the difpofition of 
und chiefs the monarch reigning at that time, that he was influenced 
^Acron, by all his fubjefts, and perfeftly under the controul of a 
nephew, a pernicious viUain,^ whofe favage humour occaiioned 
all the quarrels between the Dutch and the* natives. TTic 
' otlier chiefs were, according to him, moderate, fenfible, and 
good natured people, with whom it was no difficult matter 
to live in friendftiip and amity. The king he had frequen^ 
cOAverfed with ; and always found his temper fweet, mild, 
and engaging. He was then upwards of feventy, the richeft 
prince upon the coaft, except the king oi Aquamboe, bat to 
plain in his diet and drefs, that he might be mUlaken for the 
meaneft of his fubjeAs. As the natives of Acrqn live under 
the proteftion of the Fantins, they enjoy perfeft cafe a'^ 
tranquility, cultivate their lands in peace^ and purfue that 
p J cijiployments in fecuricy. So well do they hniband thck 
ii^ '^fthe ^^^^ ^^^ ground, that every year produces a plentiful hanreft, 
'y&//« ^y ^^^^^^ they fupply the adjacent countries, and their pro- 

teftors in particular. Hatts, hares, patridges and pheafants, 
^ ' with various other kinds of wild fowl and quadrupeds, are 

here in great abundance and perfeftion; yet aniidft this 
plenty, the Dutch fort is poor, and the commerci^ trifttngi 
although for what reafon we are not informed; -It Is pro- 
bable, that the Fantins diftnrb the trade, and repay Irefe 
^he infults they receive from the Dutch at Cormantm; 
but thefe fuggeftions we Ihall leave to the reader's own 
fefleftions ^ 

\ SosMAN, epift. }• ^ Barbot, p. 182. 
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The Gonatry of Jgonna begins at the. QfyiPs jUfunff Kingdom' 
iiretching along the fea coaft to the village Anoi\faj oii '^eV Agon- 
frontiers of ylquamboe or ^cra^ a fpace of 1 6 mll^s» bogn4ed. *• 
on the north by Songitay, and on the fouth by fhe.qcean. It, 
abounds in towns and villages along the fea,^ the chief o^ 
which are Dajon^ PoUer, Mango, IVIniia, ^im^a, an4 
others. The Devil's Mount properly belongs to /^gonha,\ 
tbough.it is'the frontier between this kingdom and Jcron^ 
Actording tomoft authors it is rich in mines, thegold oi which^^GMmtM 
it is affirmed, the n^oes after heavy rain gather to a con- '»'Agoa» 
iiderab.le quantity in the fand ; however, as yet, no attempts ^^'' '- ' ' 
have been made to open the mines, or the. natives have op-- 
pofed it for the reafons given by all the other negroes, the 
apprehenfion of inducing the Europeans to difpoflefs them. 
Bofman relates, ^that when he rclided in Jf\ tea, the Engli/hi 
(x>mpahy had inverted Mr. Baggs, governor of Ca6e Coaji^ 
with more ample powers than any of his predecefTors hftd . 
ever enjoyed ; upon hi^ promife of carrying on works upon 
Devits Mount y and tranfmitting gold to England. " For thii 
purpofe he bought up all the neceflary inftruments, but 
fuddenly dropt the defign, probably apprehending the refent* 
meat of the natives *. ^ 

. Agonka furpafles Acron in extent and number of people^ ' ' " - 
and is equal to it iniertillty and beauty. It'has thead- ^^ 

;vantage of a fine large fi:efh water river, well ftocked with *' " '. 
filh and oyfters. The Englijh built a fort about the middle Englilh ^ 
of Agonnay at a village called Simpa or IViniba, The roof \%fi^^ 9f 
flat, and the building fquare, with a battery at each angle, Winiba 
mounted with half pounders. In a word, it is fuclu a ^^ Simpa, 
fortrefs, as Bo/man defcribcs, that requires another fort tp 
d^end it. The village of Simpa is populous^ and the na- 
tives iaduftrious, in fifhing, agriculture, and grazing ; for 
they breed great numbers of cattle, which they fell to their 
neighbours. .In B<i/man*$ time, the commerce. of the fort 
and village in gold and Qaves was inconfiderable ; but he Is ^ " '*^ 
,of opinion, that, as foon as the wars.ceafe with the inlancl 
countries, they will both ,become fiourifhing. . Six miles 
farther ftands Barku, a village once frequented by the Frencf^^ 
and remarkable for one circuitiftance, thsif the .language, 
which is the fam^ all along the Gold Coajiy begins here to 
xrhange, firfl: into a different dialeft, and a little farther into 
a quite different language.. Bariot f^ys . that this is tt^ chief 
town in thejiiingdom qi Jgonna ; that the furrounding coun- 
,try is fertile, plcafant, and exceedingly well adapted tor the 

• f • f » * . 
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.'^ d^ftittdmitAr df i k&xaj. Pormerly the Eh^fi fiad great 
ififtienceh^^, bdng allied tt> die qaeen By a fbrclud ccm^' 
l^att ; but the biitch gained ftich an advantage wer 1S^tSBtt^ 
iHat they built a trfailgular fort at Barku^ mounted with la* 
oahnons. Sotne years fince the EngRfb had a fort at 
ichido, four miles froiti Barku ; but it is fince abandoned, an2 
6ow nothing befides the ruins remain. ' . ' 

iVffonna When Bo/man wrote, Jgohna was governed by a wcHnan^' 
x^emeJ ^nd had been fo for feveral years before tWs period. This[ 
ija qui$H. queen had a mind noble and elevated, with a ftrcngth oF 
judgment, arid piercing wit, fuperior to the weaknefs rf her 
(ex. To prevent ftiaring the power with a hufband, fhe 
Continued fingle ; but that ftie might not be abf6lutely a 
ftranger to the fofter paffion, (he uftally kept a young hand- 
fome fmall flave, with whom ftie amufcd herfelf in her vacant 
iiours, prohiWting him under pain of death to intrigue ^th 
any other woman. As focxi as this gallant had loft lie 
^harms, or her paffions were palled; he was exchanged for 
Another ; and fome affirm that ftie kept a number of lovers at 
a time^ One cannot help imagining, that B^ifian was draw- 
ing the counterpart of our Elizabeth. 
ThiMmt Next follows the kingdom of Jquamboe, bounded on the 
kingdom ^ kaft by ^he river fW/^i, and on the weft by j^gonna, Prevo^, 
Aquam- fpeaks'bf the diftrift of Acra as a diftfnft kingdom ; but ^^ 
boct cannot difcover any fnffictent authority for his opinion. ThSt 
part of Aquamboe which lies on the coaft is called Acra^ 
and might formerly have been an independent ftate; at pre- 
fent it is annexed to the crown, at leaft tributary to ir. 
Aquamboe is otie of the greateft monarchies on the ooaft of 
Guiney^ his majefty*s maritime dominions ftretching for 
the fpacc of twenty miles, and ten times that length int«> 
Dtliotifm ^^ inland parts. Bofjnan fays, th?it the coaft is divided int6 
of the go- a number of petty royalties, biit all of them fubjeft to thfe 
w«wdJ^..king oi Aquamkoey who indifcriminately exercifes an un- 
jjimited authority over them and his meaneft fubje6b. His 
;defpotic power gave rife to a proverbial faying, *• that thcrfe 
** are only two ranks of men at Aquamboe , the royal fatniljr 
'** and the flaves." The natives of this country are haughty, 
turbulent, and warlike; and their power is formidable todl 
the neighbouring kingdoms, except Akem, which in general 
is an overmatch for them. All the tributary nations arfe 
miferably tormented with the plundering vifits the ^fquutm- 
4$ans make them. Whole armies enter the adjacent territ©^ 
rj», take whatever they like, and meet with no oppdfitlob 
fi-ott the inhabitants, who are fenfible, fro n experience, that 

^ llbifapca. 
"• ^ " the 



thj^kiDg^^mmid not fail to ponifli any rdiftancc^ oflbrel to 1^ 
troops, efleemiog that an indignity ofTcre^ to his crown. Ill 
Bofiian's days the fupreme power was divided between the 
£ulier and the fon^ the former retaining to himfeif the greater 
iivare of audiority. This had been the ufoal method of ad* 
muaiftradon till the late reign» when the young king was do- 
pofed by his ynde, under pretence of incapacity. This 
dooUe fb«ereigaty' IXi^as e&tremely burthcnfome to the fub* 
je6h» who by that means became thd flaves of two tyrants 
isAad of one, and were facrificed to the capriee equally of 
the£ither and the fon, at the fanie dme that they were op* * 
fnShi with the .expence of fnppofrtin^ two mcfnancht". 
*f The old king," fays Bojman, *' was of an abjeft but 
^ vld^d difpofidon, and an inveterate enemy to Eiiropeanr* 
** Although he received from the Engli/b, Danes, and us 
" (Dutcbyzn ounce of gold, in acknowledgment of the It* 
'f.bcrty granted by his pr^oedbrs of building ill the 
^yjjuairkbocai territories yet did he horribly pefter us in the 
•V moil ttnraLfonable manner. If he but fanlied thait anf 
'I one of the European nations had injured him, be was fufii 
*^ to make all three pay for it, by Shutting up the palTage \A 
f^ iiichaway, that no trade could be carried on till his wbiitl 
^' and avarice. ?vere fully fatisfied.'* His Ton was more 
£urourable to the Europeans, more regardful of the delica<7 
of trade, more intelligent and hofpitabie, and his acceffioo 
to the throne was of the utmoft advantage to the Bngli/b and 
Hutch faAories : fuch was his confidence itl tht Dutch, that 
upon a certain illnefs with which he was feized, he put him* 
kif under the care of the furgeons of the company^ and 
refidcd in the Dittch fort, till a cure was completed. 
, The EngUJb, Dutch, and Danes, have each of them forts EngJitfi^ 
at Acra, which may be looked upon as the b^ft on the whole Dtitch, 
coaft. Steering eaftward, the firft we meet with \i the W Da- 
^nglifb fcttlement, which is a well built fquare building, with nifh/»r/i 
four batteries ; its wails hig|i and thick,, cfpecially towards*^ AcrtU* 
the Dutch ion, and the whole mounted with 25 pieces of 
keavy artillery. This, like all the Engti/b forts, is badly gar- 
rilbned, as if it were fuf&cient to build forts, mount cannon, 
and lay in ftores without men. This is the faving fchtoie of 
the diredtors of all our companies, whence repeated misfor- 
tunes have enfued to the fetdemcnts, and the proprietors in 
ftpcks. Smith, who had heen at Acra in 1727, affirms, Port 
that Fort James is ftrong and beaudful, ftanding upon a Jam<NI» 
rugged jTock that hangs over the fea, upon which a battery 
is raifed^ capable of mounting 20 cannons. Near it is a fait 

■ Barbot, p. 187. Atkin«, p. 107. 
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iplty which fupplies a grett part of the coaft^th thatcoji)- 

; modity, and brings in a confidcrablc revenue.' 
p^y( ' Within cannon-fliot of Fort Jamesy ftands the DutcS 

Crevc- ^'^^^ CrcveceuTy on the extremity of a high rock,' the beach 
ccur. for landing being under the fire of the artillery and, mufquetry 
of the fort. The building is fquare, and, after the general 
^ ;.manner of the coaft, flanked with batteries, joined by long 
curtains, of fo irregular a conftrndtion, as tol)e able to with- 
'ftand but a fhort attack. Bofrnan aiErms, that it funpafles 
•the Englijb fort in extent and weight of metal; yet he ac- 
^ • knowleges' that a rupture with that nation would be attended 
.with dangerousr confequences to the fort. On the contrary, 
rail the Englijb writers give the preference in ftrength greatly 
-to the Fgrt Jamesy aflcrting, that it is able in a few hours 
rto reduce Crevcceur to dull (N). 
Chrifti- ' DfRECTLY a cannon-flK>t farther eaft, ftaiids the Dan\[b 
anibur^h.* f^*'^ Ckrtjlianjburgh, ihe only one they poflefs on this cgafi, 
^ • It is ftrongex than either of the above forts, being a fq^a^ 
^building, of one continued battery, as Bqfman exprefles U ; 
*for the roof being flat^ the cannon may be pointed in crery 
idireffion "*". But all thefe advantages could not prcferve it 
7he hlfory*^^^^ ^ number of misfortunes and revolutions. In 1 670, it 
^//^/jyr^^^'wasr governed by John OUarichs deCluckJtad^ a man of xnedt 
^'and perfonal courage, who was perfidioufly murdered by the 
natives, at the infligation of a Creek ht had kept a great 
number of years in his lervice. This traitor fold the fort to 
'^JidianJe Campo Baretto, the old governor of St. Thomas^ for 
the fum of 444 /. fterling. Towards the beginning of the 
-year 1 682, Baretto was confined by his own garrifon, and the 
command taken from him. The chief of the Mutineers ihut 
,' up 'all entrance into the fort, declaring that he was rfeady 

to juftify his conduft, adding, that if Baretto defa*ed to re- 
turn to Europe^ he w?is at liberty to purfue his intention^. 
Baretto f however, was obftinate in his refolution not to quit 
■ '' his commaad, but by order of the king of Portugal; charged 
Barbot with a letter to the court at Lifbon^ expefting in cop- 
■fequence a fpeedy releafe. ' In. the mean while the garrifon 
was reduced to extreme neceffity, being totsdly deftitute of 
bread and the necefiaries of life, and the whole effefts ia the 
'Warehoufe not exceeding 60/. invalue, although they aad 
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(N) A trial of their compa- farmed, in which, the Dutch 

rative lirength has laitely hap- had reafon to repent the ex- 

pcncd, as we are credibly, in- periment, ^ 
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ttodred 200 marks of gold for reparations which they never; 
made. In'this'ilate of affairs the Dan^s folicUed a reftitutioQ 
of the fprt, and obtained it ia 1 68 2, for a large fum. They 
purfued their commerce with great fuccefs till the year 1693, 
when they fuf!ered it to be furprized by the negroes. The 
Danes having incurred Ae difpleafiare of the kmg of Jcra^ that 
prince feis^ed an opportunity of a ficknefs that prevailed in the 
fort to revenjge himfelf. Obferving that the Danes repofed 
great confidence in a negro called Jjmif who had acquired 
great inflnence in the kingdom, and had done them condderable 
ferices in. their commerce, he wanted not addrefs to^ain 
hiffl ovef to his purpofes. ^Jfemi^ flattered with the royal 
profflifes,- perfuaded the Danijb governor that a body ot 
^effo nierchants were coming to tne fort, to make a purcbafe 
ef fire arms, and advifed him to ralfe the price. In effect, the 
legroqi; to the number of 30, being introduced, and the 
kaigain ficdihcd, tbofe perfidious wretches loaded their pieces 
with powder todbUl, under pretence of proving them, and fell 
upon the garrifon unprepared, finding it no difficult mattei^ 
tocanquer them. In a word, the Danes were driven oat of 
the fort, their magazines plundered, and fold to the king of 
Jcra for 7000/. fterling. The fort was given to the 
tticherous and artful Ajfemi^ who maintaind a profitable 
commerce with the ftups of feveral European nations. For 
feme time it remained in his hands; bfut, on the arrival of 
Iswi Ddmjh ftiips,. he found it neceflary to make refUtution, 
aad yield to the mediation of the Dutch ; a fervice, fays Bofman, 
which they foon repaid with ingratitude. They had no fooner 
regained pofleffion, than they ftripped their fhips of the necef- 
wyfaand^, which occafioned their falling a prey to feme Turkijb 
fintes, before they loft fjght of the coaft, on their return ^» 
' When wc refleft on the courage and martial difpofition 
rfthofe negroes, it appears extraordinary, that they ftiould 
permit thcmfelves to be bridled by three flrong European 
^s, fo contiguous to each other ; but what will not gold 
do, even'in the native country of gold ? The king of Acrd^ 
•gained by the prefents of the Dutch and Danes, firft permit- 
ted lodges to be bulk, which they foon improved into regu- 
lar forts. Each fort hath its adjacent village, though the 
general one is Acray the name of the^antient kingdom, before 
it was conquered by the Aquamboans, and its inhabitants 
driven to Uttle Popo^ as we have mentioned in the ^nd of -the 
laft volume. 
It would be no unreafonable conjefture, that th* com- 
' -panics trading hither might be fatal,. by,tWu;Cc|ftt^^ry ii^- 

> Idem, ibid.^ Etian fiLAR&oti ubi fu|^ra. 
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tereft$ and nvaObip^ to tbegenerkl'comdieit^; botexpferfciicer 
proves it otberwife. The abnndanicc of ^pldiiidifavcsrim^' 
indeed fo great, that n^either is in dkng^r 6f wiindt^-a ftif^' 
licient prpportidcb ind bach is ftocked witH comtmadities: 
^vhicH the other ha;. not, a drctimftaiice ttrhiell oftnl^ tends: 
to promote trade. At ^ra alone, more :gold is irc^yxaaAf 
received thaii on this whole coaft bcfides ; itnd iis trxtcnfivc 
commerce would be ftiU gwatly inlargcd, but for the^ppr-- 
pbtual quarrels bet^reen tha natives tf 4juknitie ^d 'jdtm, 
the latter pretending a f(pidalfpvereignty over the former, in 
fonfequenpe of which they demand an atuu^ 'tribimi 
^hich the former rcfufe paying. The. krnj of 'wi^aswfc^, 
fenfible of the fuperrority of tHi eo^my, iLnA nt tjt^ hxa^ 
time that any cpncdTions would in t'^ine coft'him teMwIe 
'(Country, has the addref$ to divert the ftorfc, by ftiwing dff< 
jfention m their councils, by which means: hap pr efei^s tN 
tranquiUty 'a^d trade c£ hi^ realm. This i$ the gen^ 
^axim of the fovereigns o^ J^dndme^ hmApii doWh fifdM 
father to fob for fevbral generations y. .^^^n is of iqpiiiioi^ 
that th^ king and his nobility ^re richer ia^olB and flaveBi 
ind pofT^fs greater treasures, than all th^ kingdoms on thb 
Coaft of Cuinfy^ 4t leafl on the Gold Co/tft. 

The chief hufinefs of the people is trade, kgriquitot^ apd 
u^r,s employments almoft incompatible in othier countriOi 
but; here perfefiHy confiftent, where war promotes trade asi 
husbandry, by increafiqg the number of flavcs and prifoiiers» 
who are obliged to labour for the Ajuimboans whUe they 
are maintained by them. This people is therefore by inteim 
^nd inclination much addiftedto arms. Tliough the foH 
is fertile, yet provifions generally fall fliort toU^rds the aid 
of the year, and they are forced to fupply thcmfeltes fronj 
pther countries. The Jquamboans take no pleafitre in IMh- 
ing or falt-hQiling, though it wou^d be eafy to anpro^s 
'toth to advantage. Thofc employments, which thdy reptrte 
beneath th^ir dignity, they leave to the maritime n^^rtses^^ 
whom they afFcft to defpife, or to other nations, who t«mo?e 
hither for the purpbfes of fiftiing and maidng'falt. " The 
mvitime negroes ^re numerous, land all the fine villages <)f 
•^he fea coaft thickly peopled, the inhabitantiB; einpldyfeg 
their time hot only in fifhing and making fait, birt in dttvteg 
•^ grcs^t tr^de with the European (hipping. The ftumber ^ 
t^avc^ fold here is at Icaft equal tq what is difpofed ©f bft 
the whole coaft befides, not excepting Anamabidii. ' Whdn 
the ' Jfpidndbans afe at war with a rieighboiring * nadon, 
iitty man Sft p bear arms enters the field, Ull the fi^fon W- 
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(|iwp^iiKjr ihoald xitf lira to their ciyil etopfoypN^i^ ; Jj»^'ii 
OKtaia ovmber are deuched to cuUiy^ liic {p'OQfld 9flA 
ftU their prifooers^ .while the refjt arc emplo^ la Qfippjisff' 
iIm e&eo^« Thofe who are of a more tiirbttJoDt wi^UJte m*t 
giafitk)Q, e&ier iato the iflrj?tce C3f ndghbojirjog Q^ttoA^^^ lif^lit 
ye^ war wbk others, if iheir own CQvntry JSiPuld hs^l9tf»|f :\:^ i 
tf» be at,peaoe» wbichieLdom i$ t^e cafe. AOK^ng the fjiO»(ttv ' * ' ' ^ 
8101091 the c<»ft^ th^e are few warriors ; for as-t|;ke; jiv^ ^o* .. ] 

d^tjbefrotefliQa of the Eur^eanSp aad arc idknd^s^tJMf 
mrth bjrtiieir more warlike couatr^meji/ they are f<^i}Aii - 
^IttadBed, 4or forded to change the faooic^uid |iet .for tjbe {wwi 
and^bttckier *. j.. ^ ♦ . / 

. BsajDSiS theldiigdanis we havie here defco^dt ^rtMf mA 
Bad$t ijTcak of the conotrm of Jj^addf^ J^f^^ And SQk9% ' 
idi of which have ports oa the fea coaft ; bKt ^$ they ^ c^ 
diviiioB&of the great J&iogdom of Aqu^mhe^ i^e ihgtU ^pr 
ceedro a fliort recitgl of the inland countries, jis.we iasa^ic^ 
ii^^cader*& patience will be already tired y^ith a. tedious but 
pecei&ry geographical defcrrption 6f the coaft. It is truoy Agiogra* 
VKSie but little acqxtaiated with thofe coufttdies lyingjoortli ^^V^i/ a^ - 
ti the fea; .bat as their names haVe^iequently ocdirrcd ip ^o^nt $f 
the above defcription of Ae coaft, it my be proper to.enu- ^h »»/<«»</ 
|B»na<ic .them, and lay down their fimations. Accordii^g ^^^^f^^^^* 
^ the iteftimooy of the mo|l intelligent negroes, apd the 
f^m.E^o^eans who have peneti'ated ifito the inland cotici- 
tries, the .firA is the kingdom of Jujoko^ five days joumc^ Infoko. 
^t»n AfAt or the maritinie part of Aquamboe;, bonnded by -v: : I 
li^Ay&JKekA on the eaft, by j^quambt^ on the fouth, and • -•• - •^ 
^ the north, by tfae.great defart of Nigritia. Its frontie^fs 
Mther way are but inaccurately marked, becapfe the road^.ia ' 

^ country are conilantly peftered with robbers, w1)i<h 
deter ftrangecs frpm gratifying their cucioflty. The natives. 
^K'Cxtremely expert in weaving beantiful ibiffs and cloth^i, 
viiich they fell ^. great advantages jyO.the neighbouring r^* 
firaes. The Akamfe a£ert, that the Jnfahtu are intirely ig- 
^Aor^pt of the difierence. between gpld and ivory, .neither of 
Aefc commodities beix^ oil%rwife known to them than gs"* 
*c\uiafities, fometimes prefented in fmall pieces by their - • ' . . ^ 
.•yOeij^ups. Happy wonld.it befor inorepcdiflied nations, ' ^ 

t^««^ their icnowlegei leis of ai metal, that occafibi^sthe ipiU- 
^iogoiircr&xrf'lmman blood r. ., 

' :Ne]Ct StxaAsConummi, jboDoded on the^aft by hfonkf^^fin Comaa- 
•tlietfei)ih% LahaddeSivA Mrigo, two provincea of -^9t^;»6*% na« 
^i*i«no^thern limit being iatirdy. unknown-; Attwc kncxw^f 
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ib'the mftrkets ^ Akkiradi, a kbigdom toa<;;hmg ait. oailiag^. 

tieA» who aft«rwsM*ds carry it ta iihom, tLndthea^io.tkM 

negroes^ of ' the &ft edaft. . Thea foibw, iuairegularJerieii 

from eftft to >v^^ btttirith undeteriniiiiedboaQela^^.tp ite^ 

Latabi> ^^^h and north, the kingddias of Lxtahiy Efiai^ Bmm» 

Equea, ftsDding filr north ; T'^ir, %iakay Jbonif Sanku^^ ^^^M^ 

(^c, and ^1^16^ an of ' them fuppofed to.be fich Jo vgol(d> favii 

^Ftkularly >the lelng^im of j^o^^. Maay of tbeqnegroeft 

Achem. is^r, that ^eA^;?^ extends icfelf all the way to thc^4ai&.0i 

&«r^iiry, wiilohis^what we ^are. unable tb x:ompixbeiid»J)j)k 

the ailiAance of any charts or maps we have yet fteiisi^ . fiftif 

tlt^ded ^tisf ^niit^ add- tittie. 'Jchem^ both teing ftxaierljr 

united mto^onefvnonarcb^ 4 .now they arefplit tatotwojosi 

)>€^blk^ ^nd: xkitit civil dii&Qfion&Jbave made themJ^i £3r« 

tni4able'4o:their neighbours than heretofore* Moft.of the 

^old exported from this coonnry is brought to the European 

^bH% zi^Aina, The negroes ci<>reai Achem and^rAomarA 

*r.,' '.^\ <of a' charadter extremely infolentandfhaoghty, ptqaiog them* 

. I :'\ frli^es^ Uppn'thtdr wonted gceatnefs, aud.:airuming. in thdr 

.'tkdtiverlis^on A the fame, fapenorlty they .once maiatained in 

;..x. .vV* -^fcn over <hetr .ndghbours. . The moft univcrfal' cfaand 

o •' ••— 3>f 4:|veir trade turns- to thofe- countries bordering upon the 

^Mg^yio tht northern kingdom of Meezora^ and t<ii tfa^ 

-gwwft empire -of Gogo^ celebrated- for the immeofe profufiot 

.c.!?\nil V(0f 'gold it^fc«di by caravans. 10 Toaziz/*^? and A/e«o^^ . . * 

Ili*a or 7 I West x>i Achmiiiznds, the country of Inia'^ts^ ^jfieni^ 

Aifiento, 'jyuhicji moderfl travellers look upon as thfc fame kingdom. It 

, '\% bordered on xhi^ north by the.unknoxvn jegioos, on ihe 

:eaft=by j4chem^VivA on the fouthby. J!^a»n/, s^v^LittU Adam^ 

i'Jffimta is but: little known, vQs its iahabitaots maintaiQ littte 

« or- no correfpondence with tliic? ijiaridnie negroes. 7 his aloae 

, tWe arc affured of,- that it is. rich mgold, ifhich the jlcham^ 

'foretimes bring to the coaft^ Its fituation, which is Ae&r 

• the fource o^ Rio Sacro de Cafta^ is extremely advantagooas 

for trade, were the- natives nxorediipofed to commerce* imd 

-better acquainted with thdr oiwn hitcreft. ■ -• -,-. .ii* 

Pinkira. ' STifei/ iartl^er weft lies thecoimtry of Dinkir0^,&% ikiys 

.journey'from-;-^x/»i, and five fram Elmine. it idsirite 

copntry of JJfUrtU^. fome iay. thb mtemediate tUmgitoi 

of Cabqfterra^ on the eaft, Jddni.Qn theiweft, afi4€iar the 

•' ^ ftorth the unknown regions, extending to Rkthary, >\Tph^ 

• '^ ' /roads leading to ijt from Axim and Ehnina arebad» i^i^K 

'^nd filled with windings, which gres^tly lengthen^the^-jotoAf 

gnd fatigue the traveller ;. an inconvenience which m^l.lte 

jremov^ with little trouble or expeace» were 4b^ oo^obcb 



UpsM w k, Formarty dib kingdon vgsconfiiied wiMs* 
mmm HmtSf and thefir but thkly inhabited $ but the ]it«^* 
im^ vatofir cl tltt oauii^s foon rendered them formidable to- 
aK their n^hbonrs, txcept thde of yArAM?» and JgknU, whoi^ 
atways ovcr^natcbed'theni by the great ftiperiority of nam-^ 
\im, Wfaefi the roads are free and open, the Dinkit^fe mer^' 
cfaunti, and the ^ciuiff^, imjaent thessiiicets of y^JTim) Et*' 
itmoy CommmidBy and C^e Coafti according to their diftancet 
aad coQVGfiie&cjr. Wh^ they are /hut up,- they turn tfaciff 
eboMieroe to the more diftant parts of the toaft, and thertf 
eccsfi^n a. ^€s9X afflnx ^of wealth at the inferior fafbories* 
Slie gold >'S IHnkira^ is naturally fine, but artfully mixed 
irith the Fetiche gold, of which we have fpoken, and fhall 
have fiurtfiero{^rhinities of explaining. As to the Jcha* 
tt^y they have been long noted for the krge trade they carrjf 
. wwith the natives^ both' of the coafl and the interior coan* 
tries, Thefar reputadoii for honefly, good fenfe, and fair 
dut&^y is fo well eflabliffied, that the merchants of Qmh 
mfndo and Sifj^a, give their gold the name of Akkaney 
0itnkaj: on account of its purity and genuine qualitieiC % 

The natives are naturally (^ a fierce, bold, and wai^ke dif^ 
jxsiition, which makes them dther eiteemed or feared l^ 
i tbdr ndgfabours, accordii^ to the occafibns oflered of 
! hmg or dreading them. Such weight and important do 
I thep bury, that, in trsTelli!^ throu^ any ^ the adjaeeni 
I ^countries, they are fiddom ai any expence/ every one^ bei^g 
defirous of fhewing his refpe<fV for the nattoui by the favovkr^ 
he beftows on the iadividoall Their, arms are d^ts, icy- 
ttitan, and bucklers; their language a mixture of Widk 
^ tU the vuelghbouring countries with vAkoin they cori> 
idpond ; and they retaio a great number of Portiiguefo li^orda^ 
^vfakfa their anceflokrs borrowed during their commerce wtt4 
d»t natKm. In a word, it is a iingim Franca^ a mfacturib 
o£ ail langfuage^ wiAottf any pecitUar princqiles or klicxn <tf 
'its^awi.. 

Tii|»VM9ic kingdom, mentioned by voyagers, is J^^rd^ QgifvoJ 
the bdnadades of which we are unable t0'a&ertain, the na- 
^hnci harii^ hanlly any intercourfe with the maritime parts. 
^Hiis ccrcmtry is alfi> called Jvfftr. Next folbws ^^nsjwf orVasqid* 
^Kmifiy bordered on the weft by ^u^oroy and acccrding 
. ^ fome g^QgrapherSi by Ineafia-Igginay on the fouth by 
fkfiiksi smd on the north by Bcnti* The natives have the 
' art of weaving elegam gold ihifFs, which they (ell ^ to the 
'^^f^Mmt ^kksg the Niger y or to the furrounding countries. j^ 
^*IUjt ot W^bab^y as we find it in the Dutch daar^s, is ^ 
tMhad on the* caft by Van^ui iMsd ^u^<if0^ and on the 

nortll 



wtaitk InfjfAi i bvtt jb it has jcarod any, dterB, imA'Irapigiift 

iM of QtHmPB» tiult it is inpcwtcd iroai more diflantcow-* 

lriti> dtlk>Qgh'«e;toQkupDntiiuj»a^«e$ril&iurgQf^^ Ttet 

Goofilry is miile» procfaicing noihti^ itatftitoMc;^ •»( tte 

wb0]el>ufiiie& of -^sttives cooiiAaiatbegfildiffldQ. Qm 

nTd^uld think) ihffet thi3 barnBMe& qf sihe cowKiUf m^o^ml^ 

hckmt to conviGoe loyagcrs that .gold is. t}ie jmi |rqdiioe 

^»KB€o(i houf eife ihouU a b^oq, that ,i«i!a9Atiig.->l» 

g»Te in exchange, obtain it i It is true^ tbby di^iQieof.i^ fiOl 

the maritime kiogdoms, and procise by ^»ay>0f AsaBter le»end 

Burp^m CGnuDo£ties^ b^ ilill they! mttft^hava h^gfm^ x^fOA 

ta original .cafital^ ' . . , • v . : . i . .•- 

Monpa. . Thb Dvtoh.^iTd befi charts i^tcMom^^otsMmOf^A, ^ 

Ae neKt promce to the lyieftsvacd ^ (iiutits boutidaries are 

Adam, very imperfe&fy known* To <tbe rwdk f£ Manfk liiss the 

fiimoas iuQgdom of Jdam^ hacAsx^ihy £ue^o oa^the foatfr, 

bjr Vaffabs on the north, and by y^Ar:ttmfo/eaft-nb]:th*eaft» 

The Jdomefe trade in general wIHi Jxim and Bobriry ; but 

when the roads are iofefted, or fhvtiip by robbecs, theti they 

tutn the chand of CG^nMrce t0\rards iif/^/^ €ao^^ Tl^ 

country of \JdGm €9d£nds on a right liaealong dle'baaksof ^ 

iiv^ JScbamap ha*^afkg:a great iinmber of fine^iflaiid&bekjfig- 

ing'.to :it, covec»i i^ith beautiful and popolous villages. 

£o^merly thei govisniment w^ monarchical'^ at pse&n^^ 

^pj?enie aut^ity ;is lodged ia a cotocil .of >lix Jord^ |p 

f)diiA/crf ul, : tl|^t, adcocding to? tho proverb^ ' ' they <are able Id 

^ ^ear ithe king of }abi dn their ^homa." Were the jUkmuf^ 

itttammousyiand (fsee from ;dvil .wacs» they would ,be the 

4erf or cf all the flirrounding natioaiB.i We h^i^ Ihad^ocea- 

Son to ijpeak of thehriprowefs/tn ixtiaAs% the w{ars;%kh 4«: 

Ath^fi,^ . Aa «the inhabitants of onani cootthem ir^ona aast 

^Uigfed to p^s.tbrongh ir^imt.faafqte Jbej^oaiti tcade withsdie 

ijtoegrQca of ths^ ooa^, ithe .(^/^vi^ cnism ^ tf^kii^fiid- 

vantage of this neceifity, obliging them to pay a dacpttet 

. \ // jEaifes jdbe. p;rice «jMm thel&fr<;^^^ 

•revenue.to 'd^e i-apuiiliek. ..«^U»» Js popiiioiss, i&c^ici ^ftoii 

.(ich| natmoIadvintageSy^tluithaveiiKivafcd^ 

/ .7 -fiatites, ^nd^ sdoderad It 'difficu|.t ^ trade wiihc tfamn*. *4H)tte 

4&^at plenty pfxom, roots, >£ruitl9, sold and lam^iafiaidls, 

Jo a word, alb that cati^make a peiople ;kapp^ «ece qtt 

Jabcn, * their felicity deftroyed by dvil dlfcbrd rand airogaocc. '^ JSckt 

IncaiTen, tfbllow.the cotmtri^s of Jaben^ Grand inatj^nyl^itmy ^mA 

l^c. ,j9iina^ differing but tittle .from ^a^ said iMmt^ ito -Whiah 

.they are contiguous, rither m-ttad^^ jprcfdocc, ^latirs^^fr 



c&aiitj, ^ now ^roccod to tUt^^eiietidiiluum^ ik^H, Ml* 
gibn, md nattral M(loiy> tnd xMier )*rtknkrs rehdfig W 

dem ^pdur tmebtetiuidng wd b!iim to tiie itfliksr, hr%ai 
]^eto€onfidierk'wab&ittdyirtKK^^ iki# 

t6ftt thofe <seisiitHe» te hik my isnpbafftAly teonM^ eolBh 
fe^pendy not Vei^ inteiteftb^ tto febdfe ^bo Mid for aiMfeu 
liient» and who ftgard booteiifefid ^takf^ m Ihty Arvfc 10 
l&uptTaclmtbo^ . 
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S E C T. 

C0aHtii^ -Hife Methotk v/biS the Nepvet feateB t0&i 

[ an4 purify the ^oJd I the Ewoptan MetioJs fif^ far 

trying iinsMit^t the j[eneral Matam'Sy Lawtt tUr 

l^toHt tmd G^tnmeHt^ Sec ^4it jiif^pvetff ^ 

Gold CM. 

e IFOR'S; ^#c itf mtmpcto ih« ^(Jpiftd Mfe^ry, v^ fhafl f^^^a^: " 
iif%hBA^tb iextniA f#om Se^^ a'fifort aceottdt tHEfMtBg 
Ae iDethod ^he Qegnx^ ^atch ibf ||<)ld, -fbe feveral kikids of ne^r&tf * 
d^ramda], nbe naaarrih yoAMk £fi^ ^adotler^e It, the iXi^Jkarchtf* 
%rent fdrtrcf we^hts ufed -la tfHitoHliti^, aftid 4(Mne dther ^^ ^^/'^^ 
particulars relaring to the |)i«ciOtts ^mfettJ, which =airc iMdt^t^A 
fpBrallytaawii, 'i^ndd^iiVeattaiti^^^ ' it from M 

Thhut? ve MJttbere of ^h^hvife infdligeiit pcrfotes !ft '*^^** 
this country, 'who imagine that the gold mines of Jfrita 
are in the power '^ih^ Emrope^s^ m this fame mannl^ras 
^Bpaniaxii poffefe tliofeof America^ whtre they wofk 
them by tteir Savia. The i^rctferflances, tiawever, are 
^dely dliierem ; -nd fjE'ifrtjMflii/ have apcife to the mines df 
Afrii<a, f^ hivte eVer fe*n any, and all the]g6td is brought 
*thcm from the interior land*; Aough'we have upon thebeft 
aiithortty, th^t ifomc parts of fhe<foaft afford mmes, if the 
lacgroes would pcrtnit them to be opened. The negroes 
efteem theif gpld mines facF^d, and of confeqnence cut off 
the Eurc^eans from all immediate conMBunieation ; n ma)dm 
foanded upon true ^polity and felf defence, Icnowiog IvaW . 
fcort a time fliey yould pijpy them, if , once the Europeans 
got footing. 

^ The 



luil4l 'or pl^cei ; tfae &ft and beft is io vallies, fituated be- 
imreen naoaQtalos* ^.ifem the n^oes, knowing by certain 
mtliis trtot tbs gcdd is, dig ^^, and fepai-ate it from the 
fdbmitg. earths The fecond is io, at, and about rivers and 
Hdii of water, which m/hing down from the mountains, 
Wftfli aWAy l&tge quandties of earth, and with it the precious 
metai. The third method of finding gold is on the fea 
fgafti «nd atthe;C?oltth of rirers and rivulets/ as at Axim. 
No fooncr a heavy (fiower of raia falls, than thqfe place^ are. 
vifited by hundreds of negro women naked. Ea^ch of them 
ilr fu^/bed with a 'iinkir tray, which they fill' with earfli, 
' anJ wafii repeatiedly tillthc gold is freed from the earth, an<f 
falls by its fpecific weight to the bottom. Some in a whole day 
find perhaps not the value of fix-pence, while others are To 
fucceftful, as to make jwunds:' Thrgot^ thus dug Or found 
Is of two forts. The one is called gold duft^ which is as fine 
ts ^ur, and moft valued both' in fifrica^sA'Euro^e, The 
btKer kind confifts'of pieces of different fizes^ fome weighing 
not two pence ;* others. perKapis ' thirty guineas; but thefe 
iaft ane feirce. Hpwevef, the negroes affirm, that, in the in- 
land ^toufttQcs, pieces.' weighing 200 • guineas are found. 
Thefefolid lumps go by the name of mountain gvW, and when 
melted touch better than the duft, if pure, which it (eldom 
Metiodi^/Ts* ^ The'negroes have a variety of methods !b fophifficate 
fiiMfi^^^' ^^ precious metaU One is thecafting*it into fetirhes, nux^ 
^S^^¥' with half or a third part filler and copper (A). Thcfe 
r^ . Jf^tiches are cut into fmaU bits by the negroes, tothe value 
' of three farthings ea^^h, v^iich fefvcs for the current coin of 
i * . - the country. It is a common proverb among them, " that 
\- . V you cannot ^urch^fe much gold for 'a farthing,*' but even 

• ^ i^ith that value in gold, you may here go to market and fur- 

t 

;. f A) Thefey^/fV^/ are a fort genolile gold. If ihe Eur^peam 

pi artificial and bafe ^gold, refufe^ they arp no lefs peremp- 

ftrangely ftaped in moms of tory indienying the cheat, thaa 

,ai t>lack ponderous earth. Th^ artf^ in , xoncealilig k; S9 

.jiegroes have alfo fetiches of un- great is their oMinacy in ^s 

alloyed mountain gold, which particular^ that the Eurvftma 

they keep for ornaments, and are ofte^ forced to acc^ ti 

feldom pafs into trade. No* what they know to be falib 

thihg can exceed the addriefs gold, and ftrangers ixt b^- 

* of thofe barbarians, firfl in conn - q uently deceived by the warmth 

. terfeittng the precious metal, and feeming integrity of the^r 

^ad then 10 |p^Dg it.j^ for profei!ions(i). 



(i) Sojknn, epift.C, Sar^, f, 213. 



,^ yourfdf with 43rcad» fruks* atid ^tliec. oeoeflmfc^ ^he* ^ ^ 
negroe femaks know, tke^ exaft "value of each bit a( fight ; ^ 

.tbe7 are feldom ^ iaiftaketH generalljr -gtvii^ you the exaft ^ 

valHe, with tlie iame accuracy as if it had been weighed, ' '"' 
and yet the difference is foliball as to efcape the eyes of 
Bur^eans. Thefe pieces go by -the name it kakeraaSf €fc 
little worthy whith is true in a liteitil fenfc^ for in Bur^ 
it is valued only at 40^. pe^ ounce; yet it is current all 
over the coait, and accepted • by Ewropean garrifons ia 
'pay. 

Another neat manner of adulteration they have, whic& 
foffletimes deceives very experienced traders, who haire not 
.weighed it in water. They caft pieces of gold, fo artificially^ 
that the external cruft about a line thicks fiiali be pur^, 
while the infide conilAs >vhoily of copper, perhaps of iron^ 
This is a new invented cheat, but the moft commion fOSt 
mountain gold, is a mixture of filver, copper, and a propor- 
tion of gold, extreme high coloured, which much facilitated 
'the deceit ; for the Europeans being obliged in trade to re- 
ceive two or three pound weight at a time, it would be in* 
tolerably tedious to touch every piece, fo that they frequently 
tnift to appearances and are deceived. A third method 
which they fometimes praftife to deceive the Europeans, h 
the moft- barefaced and palpable. This is by a powdo: of 
coral or copper filings, tinged fo exaAly like gold, thai 
only fcales can difcover the counterfeit. 

The ufual method taken by xh^European faftors for the MethoJs:of 
iletdfHoQ of thofe frauds, is to cut the large pieces throu^ tryit^ 
themiddlct> which imme<iiately difcovers whether the mvLkgoU. 
be pure and homogeneous. The fmall bits they lay upon 
aftone, and beiit with a hammer. If they are compofed of 
coral^ they will crumble and fly off; if metal, they will 
prove fnalleable ; after which, to,- know Ai the metal be 
gold, it is tried by the knife or by the touch. ^ To try 
dnft; they ptit the gold in a bafon, .ani winnow jit with their* 
blowing it as it defcends. The bafe will flyaway, aind- the . / 

' genuine by its weight fall to the bottom. Upon repeating . ^ ^ 
this experiment, the falfe is feparated from, the truQ, and 
only^e pure is found in. the bafon. Strange, thai;, where 
the trade is of fuch confequence, and frauds fo frequent and 
important, the methods of trial fhould befo grofs, irhperfeft, 
ftiid liable* to deception 1 How cafiiy might the intrinfic value 
of eveiy parcel be known by the proportional fcales ! And jts 
ioi the current coin, that is of little confequence to traders^ 

who leave it all behind, 

Ths 



1^ fha^i^^tJki^^'eotai B.xyA; 

^iiwtUi \s^^riffii, ai Iqift OP the irii/^ <2i«tf^ mI]^ sfi aie aHoimU, 

«|i9 fQur aQg|s)9, aiui tfaqUliter two cHP^es. Thus io/m 

kfndfif mlfj^ oniitnarkf aivi tw^ »4fkf me pound of gold, 

^n^ tQ 6(kr gittkkrs^ Tbb ftaA^ard however varies, its 

Y4I99 ,df p9ad||Qg 09 the imsefa of the gol^* and the price it 

lieaf 9 ia Suro^.^ la gei|«raU oqe poimd pf good gold is 

%orth a thoufand guilders ia Africa, and the baier jud^pe^' 

, ty fbueir vqiria^tl mm (bi$ fiiii£idaiN|« Then is aUo aaother 

, k^d of Wfigbes, at A^iiotfii t«rms it, or raiiher curmiqr, uied 

m th<i 0«14 Go^ ; tfadSe ai» VUte and black, beans; nd 

j l^ms tc^or^Ag to 9^^rioi. The 9fd beans, fpotted with 

' : Mk4^ ^m:^ patted fkn^^t twenty^our of them being valued 

M m ftogd^ ajMl paum in ptymonts for fuch. . Each of 

I 4h^ besmi is ^q^ to a Outch Jiver. The white beaM, 

I wilh bt^ck ipptt, are ^uSi^jao^Sj and pa£i ofiEeii for ^ur 

fiiv^s,\mt they ar^^ lefs current than the others. The 

iKgroes haijf tin end c0fSfCT f^ales, (^ the fame model widt 

ib^ nf^ io tiurof^ but divided a&d adjured after a di£- 

jE^^l munn^. To ooool^de tlds article; it is obvious^ that 

^, gregit quantity of gold muft be loft Miith the earth £dc want 

qi Mii. in feparatiag ^em. It is even probaUey that large 

pefligiiS of pure gold muft be left behind, throogb- the ig- 

^ norance of the negroes in metallurgy^ We are toM by fiiiBS 

^f the intelligent natives, that their manner is to dig at >ranr 

4oa)it wil:bout having any id^ of purfuing a vdn« Wetei 

die qiioes in the pofleffion of the Ewro^ans^ it is almoft 

^^islii, that much greater profits would arife from theii' bk- 

perior ildU In the arts 9 how advantageous they might 

pr9ve in a political fenfe, we (hall leave politicians to debate. 

Sa $^fim^'% t|me» the exports of gold were as fdlow. 

TiorfyiX'- 
^rti hj The Dutch Wejl-lndia company — 
4rope* The Englijh Africaft company ^ — 
•at. The Zealand interlopers — i- -— 

The Knglijb interlopers — - ^ — 
The Dan£5f when their trade is good 
The Portuguefe and French — — 

•The Portuguefe^ though they have at prefent no (ettlements, 
yet frequent the coafts, felling brazil, tobacco, braAdy, suid 
.rum, and carry off the greater fhare of what is ftated to 
theirs and the ir/n^i^ account. Thus, upon tfae^whde, in 

*. - ^ BoJmafCi 
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J|teSfV tiiBic, the Snr&feant carried tijcBtlf abbiir tj tint' 
ff^oH/ # 2^,000 f. iSMing three inarks to 100 /. How 
imrai^]gipart of the preeious metal kriay at prefcnt virj. 
fitte' (}^ talcuhttoo, "vtt CAtxttot take it bpon us to deter-^ 
i4fne. The opltrion of moft "people is, that, yAth regai^d 1^ 
thisffiitioo, ItfidbgrcatiyfliortS 



Q^ ih^ F^ure^ CharaSer^ tirefst MamifSy and Oujioms^ 

4^ tbejf^^a ^ ibe Gold Coaft. 
• ■ • ■ • • 

THE wdtef of.the GMGnifi are ia general lalli firait^ Dtferip- 
land -well pnDf)ortiQi]ed, thdr fices oval, their qres ti^n of th 
fpsaUmg; their teeth regokr aad white, their eye-brows ^^^'^'^ y 
tfcick, and their cars fi»ali. As to their mouth it is not, ^' ^^^* 
Wf. large, and tfadr lips acre tiaged with a better colour^ aa4 ^®*~?' 
ddqncr, thaai thofa of the aegroes of Aigda, But it would ^^^^^^^ 
be a&neceflarjf to. dwell ujxtt dtteir figure ; every man who 
ion ev»r Aqiped beyond the place of his birth, has feea 
them \ As to the qualities of their mind, they have s 
(fokkiappreh^fion and ready meoKNry, together with a 
ftvpriang fn-efenee of itund upon the moft fudden and alarm* 
iagtxrcafioas; but fach is their indolence, that only neceffity 
cm oblige them to nfe thofe talents given them by nature. Their itt^ 
MeHher profperity nor adyer£ty make any impreflion upon dsleneiami 
4(em ^ and altbot^h thejr are greedy in amajOSng wealth, yet ^^fi^fiHr 
srcdlcy'perfeftly indifferent to the 4ofe of it. In general''^* 
Aey ape' crafty, frauduloit, and vill^ndus, feldom to be 
confided in \ and no opportunity is pafled over of cheating an 
iw^an, or indeed oi cozening each other. They are 
dUfembkr&, flatterers, tluevea, gluttons, and drunkards; 
eqtmlly incontinent and covetous, to gratify either ef which 
fi&ons they ftumUe at nothing. An inftance of their in* 
feafibility is, that, if they obtain a viftory oyer their 
enemies, they return home dancing and iinging ; if they are 
defeaicd they do the fame, .round the graves of their fricnda 
and fellow foldicrs. The fame joy appears on either occa- 
£oa, and a ffoanger cannot dUlinguiAi a vi^ory from a 
'^tcfcat, but by their (haven pates aft^r the latter. M. Foequen^ 
^ro^&ysof them, that they ^joice at funerals ; and were 
tb^ to i^ ^kmx country in flames, they would cry out 
* kt it bum,'* not po-mittisg the misfortuae for a momeat 
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tp fo^Mtid their riotous mirth, aod drunkeooeii. Lik^lti^ 
old philofopher, everynegro has his maxima zinnia anfiiff|i^G|^ 
pfftQ ; their whole care is concentrated in their owa fiei^i^^ 
In a wordy they are perfeftly ia&niible of grief an<} ^^ ; |^ 
thoi^ iallies of aaimal iptrits fcarceiy delerve the aanae. qjt 
joy : they iing till they die, and dance into the grave ^ . .^ 
Defcrif" The women are proportionably'handfomer than the meB, 
iiono/tbt ftraity flender, and well limbed; their chefts high, tbdr 
'womiH. mouths fmally and their ey^s full of fpirit and yivadty. They 
&fe quick, chearful, and loquacious; gay in their difpofition,' 
and loofe in their principles as to gaUai^try, but temperate in 
jtheir diet. Yet after all, both males and females^ whoi He* 
Ceiffity furmounts their natural indolence, are laborious, ia- 
duftrious, ^nd ingenious; applying themfelves with great 
diligence to agriculture and fiihing, fo far as they ate eao^p^ 
either by avarice or poverty. In a wcn-d, to fam. up tbdr 
charader, they are likethe reft of mankiiid, a compofitioB. 
of virtues and vices, only that here the lattei; are greatly pne* 
dominant, and the former the refult of neceffity, if in facb.a 
cafe they 'can be called virtues. Thdr natural tabats m 
good, but their paifions are ftrong, their ignorance greats 
and they abandon themfelVes totally to the calls <A oatiif^ 
without dread oijhame^ that (hield of decorum, decencj^y vA 
human virtue itfelf. Be the aflions of the day what tlwy 
will, thofe negroes go to reft at night undifturbed% r c flefti wi » 
free from cai e, and true difciples of that doftrine, *^ t^h-Mf^ 
** thought for to morrow." Artus proceeds in tiieirdbAr 
rafter ; they are, fays he, of fo ready a conception,, tha^lhef 
eafily apprehend whatever is ftiewn them; nor are tl^ei^es 
of the body lefs piercing than thofe of the mind ; for it bis 
been obferved, that they are able to diftii^iih objc6U-«l 
^fea, incomparably farther than EufopeanSf and even to 46- 
fcribe faces, where the very men are iniifible to Dtutchnkn, 
'But it would be tedious to repeat all that audior has fakl of 
them; a miniature defcribes the features with as amck* 
' ftrength, as a pifturc as large as the life *• 
q'jjgl^ As to their drefs it is various, depending upon faac^aod 

4re/s. circumftances : fome wear long hair curled, plaited, pr tkit 
- upon the crown of the head in the form of a rcne,' whiclxthef 
moifteo with oil, and tinge with different colours^ Otkem. 
'again wear it ftiort fwr conveniency, or loofe, dther for oma*. 
meat or through tiegled. . In whatever ismmes the hair is^ 
done, it is generally adorned with, gold feticjjes ;. a fort uf 
coral, called conte de terra^ four times the value of gold \ 

■* ■ . 
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9t vnA k hivtt coAl, which they call ^ccori, efteemcd of 
eSfaH vftlue with the precious metal. They are fo fond of hats» 
that they purchafe them at any price, never imagining they 
caa pajr too dear for the gratification of fo agreeable a vanity. 
Their arms, tegs, 'and waifts are likewife fet off with gold, 
eonte de terta^ and accori. The tifual drefs is a petticoat tff 
vdvety filk, cloth, perpetuana, or fome ftuff ; and fome who 
pretend to a tafte fuperior to the vulgar make their paans of 
a mixture of fifty different kinds of cloth. This paan they 
^Mtfo artfully that it fits neat round the middle, hanging 
half-way down the leg. Rourtd their necks they wear 

\ ftriogs of gold and coral, amounting fometimes to an hun- 
d^ pounds in value. By thefe worth is eftimated, and 
Aofe who want them are excluded the company of thofe who 
poffefs them. The mancerocs^ or youth, are Icfs gorgeous 
itf'their drefs, and the caboceroes^ or chief council, fo meanly 
Mited, that one would imagine they chofe to pafs for the 
pO(Hfe:ft inft^d of the richeft inen of the nation. They wear 
eia^*Vi<ozxkpaany a cap made of hart's (kin, a ftring of coral 
itmnd their temples, and a ftaff in their hands, the enfiga 
of'thoF ftvlhority. The common people, as wine-drawers. \ 

fifternien, i;c. are very poorly equipped, fome with a yard 
<Jrtwo of a forry fluff formed into a petticoat, others with a 
fart of -girdle only drawn through between their legs, to 

\ hiite'tfabfe parts nature diAates to conceal; to which they 
fi«(]tieiltly add a cap made of ruHies, or, if they can obtain 
ir-by Ifedth or intereft, a failor's old hat, which they \5rear 
irhot as well as cold weather ^. 

'"l^fiw in favage countries pride feems to have reared h& 
dspotie chiefly among the females, who in Guiney have more 
ttpef)ce« whim, and caprice in their drefs thin the males, 
lie kidks dre loaded with gold, coral, and ivory trinkets*, Tlfgnigf 
wikh they difpofe with infinitely more genius and variety ,^^Cf5 
tfcatf the otlicr fex. -^No part of the body is left unjidorned V&<^/nr-^ 
^t^ -thofe jewels ;- the head, waift, legs, and arms fweat'*'^^*- 
nnder the weight of their finery; yet does vanity make them ?^*^ '*' 
dUi«gayd con^eniettcy, and a lady had rather appear amiable *"'^*""'** 
tlvsm ea(y> ^tie than healthy, convenient, and natural. From^ 
t|te:Wt^ft downwards they wear zpaan four times the length 
ofiiuMnens, which they wind round their bodies, and bind 
iton with a fillet of red doth, half yard wide^ the ends 
iofpeoded over their paans, and, among perfons of wealth, 
niktjy oT/faihson, it is laced with gold or adorned with fi-inge. 
OvBT the^upper part of their bodies they throw a veil of filk 
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pr fine ft^ff, ii^ ^ ip^nner they hcUcve tiie ppft tpaptiog ^ 
alljaiihg, in which intention they frec|uently i)ipcci:d ijfkfe 
fluropeans, be{roiid >rhat the difierience of manoeFs BqA q^- 
plexion renders credible, Befpr^ the a? riv^l of the P^rtM^. 
niefe and Dutch they h^d no id^9 of ihi^ r^gjs for df^ • 
^oth males and females went n^ed to the age ^ ^^tu^l^r 
}}^t, finding this fimpUcity difguAing to thp Eur^ems^ tbqf 
^fliAed their charms by aU the einbelliibpaents pf ^rt ^4 d^ 
ornaments we i^ave defcribed> p^ng firopti one e^^^n^ <Q 
another; nothing Wing fp unn^tt^ral as too e^gor a d^rq of 
being agreeable. In proof of this we jp^y inftanpe their 
manner of fcarifyiqg their facf^s and paiRtipg th^ picatriprs 
with various colours, which they have a notion adds greatly 
to their beauty. ViUc^ult mentions certain necl^aces^ braiif- 
lets, and ear-rings of glaf^ fet in gold, whkh they w^aar ii| 
l^OBOur of the Fetiche^ after tbey have 'been cp&ftaqrated by 
forne myfterious words fpoken over them. Siich i9 t^ liMtC 
of fijiperftition, that the more iaeompreheniible aqd repiQUi 
from human underflanding is the craft c^ rel^on, chemoie 
lOipUcit and blind is our obedience ^ 

THEtiE is in the manners of all the xiegra^ qi^ aod 
female, a neatfiefs peculiar to warm climates, ai^d indeed 
ippft neceflkry there, we mean the praftice of wafliiog thcic 
bodies twice every d^y, either in the fait or frcfli ^wratcr. 
This is the reafon why they cpuft^ntly chufe tbje feg-spoaft or 
b^nks of rivers to build on ; and where thde are vr^tHlg 
they make tanH^ or baths, with infinite pains ^d UP^Ue, 
habit rendering cleanlinefs as efic^tial to them as food. Tiiey 
icaeh A^ir children tP fwim very young ; wbeiic^ ^fsjy hc- 
fcome expert divers, continuing incredibly long under Wfttcr- 
In a word, tbiey are fo fpnd of this element, that half tbfiir. 
' time is fpent in it, and they may with trmh be teriMd M»- 
phibious. 
(yf iije ' BesIpes the Qaturai inhabitants of the G^U Co^^ thoffi 
*jmalal. IS a great number of fHu\atto^s^,z, mi:?ced progeny, aflfiog 
tiK's. from the commerce of Europeans with the black VfpVDm» 

This fpurious race form gangs of thieves and robbers, vpid . 
of decency, honour, honefty, or principle in thdir dcalil^s 
with each* other, 4ith the negroes or Europeans. They 
call themfelves Chriftians, although of all idolaters they are. 
the groflcft ; and the greater part of thjcir women pivi(liU8te 
their bodies publicly to Eitropfians^ and privately tO the 
negroes. In a word, the mulattoes are a eoiopoiltioA of all. 
the. \^ and bad qualities of 'whites and bhcks^ equtU^ 

t 
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deformed ia \«3dy aod miad* and gro?wuig in bodi as jooflfif 
increafe. . At firfl tbeii;: complexioja is a lawnj ydlow, a« 
dtffooLt from the cokmr of the Suw9ptans as negroes ; but 
as the3r grow old, their Osm appears fpotlted with wbito, 
j^w.^ aod hrowa fpoi:Sy re&mbliog a leopard^ and render-* 
Ie^' them the moft hideous of all mortals.. In general, thu 
naks ai£ employed in the fervice of the Buici, zttd cteei^ 
^iter the fame. faihion ; .but the womea in a way pecuUar to 
themfeltes, which we. will not attempt ^o.delcribeS. * 
. Tub towns, and viUagea of thU coaft co^fift of a mtdtitude fhenuthod 
tt iittla hats, or cabins, difperfed in gfoupes, witfacutt otAe& of building 
er defigii, and coounnnicating with each other by tk^rovf peculiar i§ 
crooked, roads, which tenmnadnt in the center of the towa,^ ^^^ »*- 
or market-place. The farter you remofire from the i^groes^ 
coaft,' tlffi more civilized da . the nattvies appear, at jjeaft fo 
fer as relates to their bn^tdaog and liYiog. All thp towns and 
Tillages on the coaft are. fitnated in d^y, baarneo, and fand^^ 
li^isds, or upon rocks afi^ precipices; thofe in the interior 
ODttntries, upon the mo(t delicious, fpots that can be chbfenp. 
in the latter the hotoTe^ aire not only better buik, and of z- 
more ingenious eontiiwnoe, but more neat in the &i?nitope, 
»id better peopled. But whai chiefly renders the marith»e^ 
places inferior to the inland towns is^ die loads, of filth, a«d 
ittfapportabls fteoch wliich pecpetuaJly attends them ; for 
then^rpes ka^ their ordmre rpntid their iiabjitatioas, whicb, * 
vitkiHe fmeU; of putrid Jfifhv of which they are fond, falutes 
the nofe with aa unfavoiiary welcome at- the diftance of al 
llBaguef. Tl^ss Iti^ that makes tbfir kings chsfe fome inland* 
fitoation for thdif refidence, their example being foUowed by^ 
^ery nanwiioCi^ occnpation of poverty does, not prevent hla- 
foflowing bis inptioadons. Another .inconvenience is, thae: 
cxfiept. the market-places of' if/mm^i zsACa^e Cah^^ none of' 
tbeir ftceets are paved, ^hkh makes them abibhately impaf" • 
ikfab after heavy rains. Tb^. are likem^fe lefs^ curious ia-^ 
pkoiting' rooad the villages: than, their intaiid,nei]g;h!b0uiff^'^ 
and v^x/9s ak>ne affotds pleafaat flaades ag^nil the fokfy^ 
heat ofi the &in. In bmlding their houfes they h;(ve not the « 
fttafleft regard to beauty 017 cpmneniency of fltauuion, nor 
thdfainteft idea c^ ped})e£Mve walks, or any kind of palke* 
:d}oot thdr villages t every one builds ^hexc and in the* 
nsmoer his &ncy or rather his lazinefscfi^kates:-,' and, iQ:fj^tfe-> 
1 of ail theremofiftpaiKes of. the^Eurof earns; andthe&ctlit)' with • 
^dikh th^ might efi«$| oertaia^eparatiXHis^ tbey ttsaditk 
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pjBrfcftly liifeHfible to their interefl;, with a ftupid indalenar 
which nothing c^ iurpafs or conquer ^. 

Ditto/ tbi ■ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^9 ^^ ^5 ^ ^'^ nicans delicate or expenfiv^v 
ff/^r^/. Thdr common food i» a pot of milkt boiled to the cpa? 
fifttoce of bready yamflM, and potatoes, over which they 
pour ibme palm oil, and garni(h the difti with herbs and 
putrid fifli ; the whole dinner not exceeding two pence ia 
?alue. This thdy efteem an excellent dUh for ccnnmon days ;. 
for on holidays they feaft upon beef, mnttoo, and fowls# 
The better fort of peo{rfe compofe a di(h of fifii^ corn, dough, 
' palm (»i» and herbs, which they boil in water, feaibned witti 
fait s^od pq>per, and eat hot or cold. This difh they call mal^ 
laguiet, pleafant etiough to thofe who are accvftcmed to it» and 
perfefUy whofefome and innocent* Bat however temperate 
the negroes may be in ieating, they are not ib in drinking.^ 
The morning is ufliered in with'brandy, and the evening con- 
. dudes with palm wine, mirth, riot, and tobacco, of which 
ihey are extravagantly fond. They are temperate in eatii^' 
that' they may be profufe in drinldng ; and where theh- money 
is infufficient to fupply their deiires, they have recourfe to: 
their natural talent for ftealing. Thi? vice the women have, 
in common with the men ^ and even children are taught it: 
. from their cradle, as if it were the firft of virtues K 
Mar^ Their marriages differ but little from what we have, 

r/tfjf#/* ' defcribed under particular kingdoms of Guiney, They are not 
incumbered with ceremonies, nor have they any notion of; 
previous court(hip; and no difputes about marriage-fettle* 
meats are known. If a negro fixes his regard up(Xi a young 
wonlan, nothing more is requifite than to apply to her father^; 
mother, or neareft relation, who never deny their requeft, 
provided the averfion of the girl be not infnperable. If (he 
be marriageable, he immediately carries her home with him;. 
but if otherwife fhe is' left with her parents. She brings no 
other fortune thaa her .youth and beauty; nor doe^ the man 
require 'much ; 'tis fulikient if he have enough to defray the 
cxpence of his nuptial dinner, clothes for the bride, a imall 
prefent of gold to the father, and a iheep to the other rela- 
tions. Thofe expenoes are proportioned to his ability, and , 
an exQid account kept of the laft farthing laid out, that the. , 
relations may indemnify the bridegroom, ihould the bride 
ever after defert him for another. If he repudiates her, the • 
account is cleared, and every pretext for a demand on the 
relations taken away^ unlefs he can give inconteftable proofs . 

*» Bariot, p. 120* Viik^AViT, ttWfupra. * BbsM. - 
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iof her itiHdelity, or natural defers ; in which cafe the wlic^e 
difburfements muft be refunded. The \vedding*day is not 
fpeat ia any extraordinary a(ts of mirth and jollity; it Fs 
the following day, vrhen the parties can give a fatisfaAory 
account of the choice they hav^ made.' Upon this occaiion 
the, bride appears with all the pomp of dreft, the grieatcr 
,jpart of which ftie makes no fcruple of borrowing, if thfe 
circumftances of the bridegroom be unequal to the gratifica^ 
tion of her vanity ; and flie continues to appear in the fame 
attire for feveral days after ^. 

A MAN is permitted to marry as many women as his hu-^ Polygamy 
mour direds and his circumftances can maintain, though thtjf irmiut4» 
fcldom exceed twenty, and generally content themijblves with 
Any number from two to ten. Thofe. however who would 
make an appearance of grandeur make up the lull comple* 
ment of twenty. In general the women are the laborious 
fatt of the country, though many exceptions Occur in diffe- 
rent province3 and kingdoms of the coaft. They ar€ obliged Th indufi^ 
td cultivate the ground, fow millet, fdaot yamms, and ipff^^try^fth^. 
yide JubfiAencc for the hufband, who is idly fpending his "wonm^ 
time in goffipping (the province of the women in Eurepe}^ 
drinking, and fmoaking. His eiy}eaces the womaoijB forced ^ 
to fupport by her labour, and her obedience is meafbred by 
her induftry, and the indolencie in which the huiband is per« 
iQitted to liv^^ This, however is not the cafe in many towns 
and nllages on the coaft, where the men toil and labour for 
the w^er fex, and preferve their fupcriority by the oalf 
natural nicans, the rendering th^mfelves uiefui and a^^f- 
lary. , . 

Tif E rich have two wives, exempted fi'om labour and ail Qf tht 
iervile employments, to whom the management of the houft mulierf 
is intrufted, and a fort of authority over all the other woig'*"^® 
©en given. The one is called muliere grande^ and fee isf*' "y. 
firil in rank ; the other is called bojfum, and is confecrated ^^^ , 
to the houfhold god, or that deity particularly worfliipped''^^' ^^'* 
by the mafter of the family/ Of this laft the hufband is par- ^ 
ficularly jealous, it being highly criminal for her toufe the " 
moft innocent freedom with another man ; and a kifs is deem- 
^. capital, though he feldom has the power of iqflifUhg. this 
pumftiraent. As to the reft of his wives, he is lefs regard- , 

ful of their honour, efpecially if he can profit by their inconi 
tmctice.. Thofe ^c^mj are (laves, bought with intention qf 
being confecrated tp the Feticb^, and their beauty it is that 
^uaUgci them for this elevation. In right of thdr profef* 

> Artus apud De Bru^', p. i^i."^ 
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£oa they tie intlded U> the htsfbind's embraces, ever^ nigilt 
Abdicated to the god, and a^ this occiirt ooce at leaft etefy 
weeki diey eiljoy ofie coi^crable prd'ogative ova- tbe otheUr 
•:womeD, ^en the muHer^ .grande herfetf; This is theVea^h 
.w^y womtfn are fo ambitious •£ beifag iqffbms, and t(^l rtift 
4IU the h^ard) fi'oih the htiiband's jeaioofyi provided thiy tat 
ieeur^ of thpfe fubftantial prdofe of his a^iftion. The vi'tte^ 
of rich merchants and tradefmen enjoy the greateft haippiiiefi 
•ofanywofpen, as their htifbands, indoftrious in accumtrlatlbg' 
wealth, are lefs obfervant of thofe little aAions^ the irfteft 
, fources of domeftic ftrife and jcalonfy. They are likeWifd 

^. -; . handfomely provided for without labour, ahd th6ir cx>fid^ 
generally left to their own difcretibn ; whence it is remarked^ 
that, for the moil part, they are the moft dutiful to thek 
husbands, and repay with gr&titude and confian^y hte khidK 
aefs and cptifidence K :- . ; i * - ^? 

Many of - * 'I"^ '^ ^'^ uncommon expedient among negroes to tnarry 
iifi n^gr^^ for a livelihood by the difhononr of their wives^. Th^f^ huO 
fypfuffrt . baad$ are a fet of vt^untary cuckolds, who^ not otily pdtM^ 
theiif0v4* but excite their women to fpread all their fnares'fi^ loters,' 
h '^^ P^^' tjie hu/band often executing the office of pimp; It is fnfcohj* 
/^*'«^»^« e/^fseivable; with wh^t addrcfs thdfe wbifaen cbunteffeit tte 
'!^ gemiiae pafliQri of Ibvei and ^eriuade thfe cult that thtV art' 
'^^^'^^ oply gi^tifjriog their' ownr defi«s /While they are fle^lttg hifli; 
Tl^ pf^al.way is either to pretend thfey are not )ti^i6d| fit 
eU^'^rtfuUy tio iriiinnate to their gallinis their' diHlk^ 6f tM? 
jnfiiiibands, <^n account df their inbutnanity Or imtxyeetee; and' 
Ix 'x^ i^ttQSiV^\My that this laft plea is g^flef ally "die firongeft- 
With Europeans ; as if it were a pleafure to rob another of hiJ 
\ i}rp|>erty, or ,&a indiireft complkvehf to tSiWtt that thfr iuf- 
" • < " band is unworthy. . It is freqaebfly fo tocftitfl^t^ betU^ettf 
' ' . the hufband amd hiswife; that hefiiOuId fiirprize the jgi^ili' 
i* ia the a€l of, love j in which baft: he iecoverj about fi« poilodf 
'"' llerling deupfg^s j that being the price at whfch fcfliale b(kidli> 
■ "^^ is rated ™. ■ ..,.%.... 

ne duties - .Art*os lieliftcfii . that the bufbaad has a right «> tliiSfe 
pf the hup which of his' woniea fhall pafs tie night with hiift' ; • "ytt life 
\imd. ; preference ifo.dne over another is fliewn with thfe utfitioft ta«^ 
» . • t|pn, to prevent jealoufy and contention. B^finon fsyd; ' thai 
the emulation' for; t|?e conjugal favour is earfied to'-the higheft 
pitch of rancour, among the wdtfien; aiKl the choice depend- 
ing on the huibaad's' will, they temploy every* irtifk:e: and 
^ ' display every chirm to attraft hito.' In gfefteral, topreferve 
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fCMiU order sttid pestce, a pradent faofband difpoiles hU favours 
eqtTdlty) and takes the women to his bed m their tilrns, all 
. b^{ide6 the fkuUerB grande and koffutn^ who extjoypeculiaf 
privil;^es which are not cootefted by the others : but this is 
ttti kbg^ tsuVL wUte their beanty reffiait^ ; for when they 
grow dd) they ate difmiiled from their authority, and re- 
duced to menfadd, where bm httcly they were miftreflcs. 

As the wealth of the negroes confifts chiefly in the ntim* 
ber of thdr family, and asr this is the pofleffion that giires 
dto the greateft coaflder^ion whb ftran^s, th(^ apply 
tbeir dtief ^^emioif m the ixmlti]4y]ng their children. In o/ tht ' 
psx^ thrfi* titoffien are neither balrreni nor reifctrkabiy ftxLitr fertility of 
m* Th^y ptfe fifeqttend^ two or three years dfier marr»ge /^^ »^^''<' 
brfcfire tftey becoitte moihers, probably o\ving to the ^n^ "^ofnen. 
<jOife practice of marryiffg while they ar^ chUdreir. Villaul$ 
iod^ 'aicfibed this regtilaHty txs tfaesr datural conftituttori .; « 

ii^d zMiy thfit few of them ever hare more than fdur pr five 
chitdrenv Dei Marthdis acconnts for thefiiiallr iJdniber of 
tirths frORl d pra[£tice amon^ them of fuckliirg a' child foui- 
years, ^nd detef undbr three ; a cuftonr Inghly prejudicial to 
th6 Hatufd intereft of the propagation of the fpecics, ani 
the hedtfe and ftf ength of the mother \ 

In Quiney a pregnant woman is treated withf the hi^eft Great rer 
refpeft and tender neft, as well by ftrangers* as by he^ kuibahd. fpea paid 
No fooner is (he delivered of her child thjfn rich offeringst arc to a iajo- 
faad6 to the Fetieh^i for the recovery of the mother and ma$t4»itt^ 
health of the infant : but the moft ettraordinary ceremony f^^^*. ^ 
{$ before delivery. Imrnediateiy before the pains df labbut . i 

{Ait her, (he Is Condudl'ed to the fea fide or the bahks of a 
liver, fc>llowed' by a number of little children/ who throw A\ ' . 

mafiner of ordure and excrement at her in the way, after * ' • 
li^hich (he is Mia(hed with the tranoft care. Wkhont thife 
clealnly ceremoiiy the negroes are fully pcrfuaded, that either 
the mother, the child, or one of the parents, will die during 
the period of lying-in. Alt vdyagers agree iit afferting, that 7i^/ greats 
the negro vN)men are delivered with the greateft eaie tb facility 
Aemfelves, aiftd the leaft trouble to thofe abobt them, of any 'with 
of theh- fe3c in the WOrhJ. •* Here isf nalykig-in, no goffipl- "^^ch 
-" ifig Of e^tpeafive groaning entertainments," fayy Bofman^ *fvh^ 
^' as id Europe \ a woitaan Wngs forth her chUd in a qua^^•^ .^ ^-^ 
**'ter of in hour, goes the fameday to thefea.ai^d wafhes ^^ * 
** herfelf, ^riix>ut ever thinking of confinmg herfelf for a 
** month to her bed of <?fiambcr," He^fays, that he haa 
^eaTKromen bring forth. tWin^'Wii^ut a; fiaxlek or fcreadi^ 

' • » ht,^Xi% St 8v»M. ^lb^fap^a^. : ^ 
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And it is feldom they are ever confined above two or d&PBi 
days. Here is no provifion of childbed linen for the new-borii 
inrant, no fwaddling ftays and rollers, and y«t all its £aab^ 
grow ftraity vigoroos, and well proportioned ^. \ 
frames ^^ ^^^^ ^ the child fees the light, it is confecrated by die 

gi'ven to prieA, and, if above the common rank, hath three xnoxi 
tb0 infant, bellowed upon it, though always called by one only* The 
, -firft is that of the day on which it was born ; %ht^ next, that 
. of the grandfather , or grandmother, accordii^ to the lex of 
the infant, and the third, that of its parents* ^ter this 
the number of his names increafes with his^years, every r^* 
snarkable adion of hb life, as the^ kilting the chief of the 
enemy, awild beaft^ or fome fuch ftat of pr'0>d^w6, givii^ 
pccafion for an additional name. It would be uxineceflary 
to enlarge upon the ridiculous excefs to which they carry 
this praSice ; the beft memory being unable to Iretain uk 
pames of a man who has been much in adion. The moft 
yefpeAable and honourable name is that which a miaa obtaias 
in the focial hour, and at a palm wine feaft in the market* 
place: a prefumptive argument that the focial virtues are 
here preferred to all others. Some have their names given 
according to the number of children their mother has bom^ 
as the eighth, ninth, or tenth child of fuch a woman ; but 
this is only when the mother has broi^ght forth at leail fix 
or feven children p. 
Thecfrer In the kingdom of Jnta^ a woman who has bpme tm 
ptonyin children is feparated from her hufband, and baai/hed to ^ 
regard to folitary hut, remote from all mankind, where ihe is carefully 
i^jf mother f^pp]lQ^ with every uecef&ry of life; at the ^piration rf 
ffttncbil- jjjig ^erm, and the due performance of all cuftomary cerc-^- 
^^^ monies, fhe returns to her hufband, and lives with him ^. 
before. It is pity no writers have informed theinfelves as ti9 
reafons for fo peculiar a cuflom ; probable indeed it is» thad 
like mofl of their other peculiarities, it is founded upon 
fuperflition and ignorance. In all the countries in Gmneyj 
without exception, women are efl^emed unclean during their* 
catamenia^ and not only deprived of tiieir hpfband's bed, 
but banifhed the houfe during that term. Jrtus report^ 
Children ^^^ th^y circtimcife their children of both fexes at a certw* 
arcum- age with great fdemnity; but Bojmn a^d Barbot both' 
ci/ed.' affirm, that the operation is hardly known in ^ny countryi 
on the ColdCoafl^ befides Acra^ where it is deo^ at the time' 
of baptifm or confecration. Mzny. Europeans have thought 
that this cuflom was borrowed from the Jews, like fqm^: 

^ Jldem^ ibi4r ' ViLiauLT* iW* Paittips, p- rif^ 
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iMbcr siages amoag them, ibch as marryiog the wife of k 

ixothpCf doing honour to the moon at certain feafons ^^ ire. 

imt a very little reflexion would have iheMm them, that the 

jite of ciicamdfion prevailed among aimoft all original and 

finmixfid nations, and that it now prevails among x& favages 

J>Qth.in the idands and continent of the Terra Jfifiralis, or 

ffcit Scutbem Continent. 

: We have &id, that the penalty of being taken in adultery PauJtii$ 

b aboo^ fix pounds flerling for a perfon df ordinary fortune, tmmiffii^ 

Ihoogh the ri<;h goierally pay a hu-ger fum, efpecially if he iUbtlnry. 

has debauched the wife of a man of confideration. In this 

cafe it requires an knndred pounds or two to atone for the ' 

.crimr: but firft &e cale is elaborately pleaded before a court 

of judicature. Bofman has fat as judge frequently upon fuch 

tcyals* The ccHmant plea of the negro, even when he is 

dcte^ed by a number of credible witnefies, is mt guilty t 

The woman, who- is frequently the accufer, is then called 

into court, where fhe explains the whole procefs of the in* 

trigue, with all its circumibnces of time, place, attitude, 

;md deportment. of the accufed, in colours io glowing and 

Wann» as would make an European courtezan blufb^ Both 

fides adhere to their point with the utmoft obftinacy ; he io 

sckdowledging that he was upon the point of perpetrating 

^ faft, but allerting, that reflexion on the confe^quences 

prevented his carrying his intentions into a£t ; ibe, on th^ 

Other hand, laying open every particular, and giving every 

pofiible proof of his having completed the faft, inkmiuch 

that the judges are greatly perplexed what judgment to givQ, 

In cafes where the proofs are equal, the man purges himielf 

)>; an oath : if he refufes to fwear, it is deemed a proof of 

g^t, and fentence is accordingly given % 

Married perfons have no community of goods, when the 
VQOian happens to poflels a fortune ; both have their parti- 
polar proportions of the expences of the family, which they 
fiiQ>ort out of their prefent funds, or fupply by their in^ 
miry ; but the cloathing of the family is always at the 
chafge of the hufband. On the death of either, the reflec- 
tive relati<7ns iei;Le Dpon all the efibfls, not leaving the fur^ 
vtvor. or children the fmalleft part, notwithftanding they ar^ 
oUigitd to pay a certain {hare of the funeral expences. , > 

. ^Besides, their lawful wiyes, the negroes often keep con^ 
(obines,' who are frequently preferred and more tenderly 
trekted than thofe women to whom they are yoked for life; 
t>at their children are reckoned illegitimate, and, if begotten, 

% BxitiiQT, :p. iq8. Bosm* ibi4» ' Smith, f.^zz. 

V; 8 vpott 
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\ip8n 1 flavfe, arc retdned as fljch by the heir to the fathd''^ 
formn^:* Thfe ufual method theh for fiithers who a^c ft«#^ 
oFtherif baftard children is, to maninnit theiiA wrth the uftWLl 
'^t^fcohiest trpon ^hich they are inconfdlably free afti6rlrisr. 
'destth; and enjoy every i^ht of fret-born perfow*. 
The laws '^ itt-T'HouGH the children by thcit- Wteil be legtfteiite, y^ 
fonctrmni ^^ ^^^ never inherit their fortune m ^tty kingdcttt oh -thfe 
ikBerh' Odldhnft, except t\. Acta. The <*ldfeft 'foh> fiif^fetfrtig the 
"^u. fether to be a kirig or cHtftain, fiiceieds !d<ft id hi* ^eAvfisc^ 
• hieAt • btrt, bfefide's his father*^ ftfield HAfiht^ he his *6 
^ prdt^rtfiofis to any othfer part of Mi ftrfnlft?. ' Witt it ii itti 
' -advantage to bfe defcettdftd^froto rJcS'ipliiefitt, ttflcfe, Mflfat 
fdddih hafipens, paternal fore obK|cs*tbciii totnifcd z fetfle^ 
irieht dn tti childreh biifore" their death,- which mtrfl ofc 
•dowi tirith die iitmoft fecrefy, Othenfrlfe th^ M^dpn^ ttdl 
Tcompei the children 40 refund the laft fiftJiihg. NoAJUt 
can be more perplexed than the right of inhef Itatice. St^hutrp 
fays, that from ill he could learn or oMcfve, the brothers 
^nd lifters are the hwfiif heirs, m the manner ^followin^^ 
-They do fiot joifttly inherit, but the eldeft foh of his indw 
-iher is heir to his Another's brother, or h€t fon ; ^s <he elddl 
^ daughter is heirefs of her riiothef 's flffer, or her darfghtci'. 

Neither the father, his brothers, filte-s, or other relations; 
■ hjcve ^ny ckim upon the chattels ot cffefts of the drfctnft; 
btf t fdr what teaf6n, ' neither the few flor ti'aditionr explaJtt 
Bo/jTian is of Opinion, th^t the irtirtiotality and IdOfc ptin- 
t:i:ples of the tvomert firft introduced a law feeming^y fo irth 
tlatural : at prefent it Is, cnftomary in Edflei-n <;ofttntries t6 
educate the children of a fif!er a$ one's own, and appoiift 
thetfi {q fucceed either to a throne or an efliate ; for they ^t 
afliired that a fifter'S fon muft be of their own blood, bu* 
cannot be fo of thofe called their own children ; the trtrth of 
^hicli mnft entirely depend upon a woriian's vcradt^ ^ fn 
defeft of thefe heirs, the brothers or frfters take place ; fmt ff 
the deceafed have no hear kin, then the relatioh^ Of \ht tmt* 
ther fucceed.' Bojman fays, that no European could ever yd: 
'attain a clear knOvdege of the hws of inheritance, yet ar^ 
thdy fufficiently diftinft atid well known to fiegroes. ft is 
'<rne, violent difputes and contentions frequently drife on ^^A 
occafions, but they are never owing to their ignorance wnb 
biTght, but who ftiall fucceed, when the relations of the de- 
ceafed are too pdwerfol in men or arms, and thence art 
'etiCouraged to difturb the courfe of law^. '^' 

• ViLLAULT, ih^d. * Bo.sM. Epift. 12^, « Id. ibid, 

Wb 



We hknf^id, H^t a h«gm 9fthi» hk rkhcsiby tbe imni- ilf^T^^rr 
ifit- tif lu^d£Y^ though tkij fetqmitly bring cm hb vtHtiyrefponfibU 
(Aeattit:: ^v^ timftct i& cfeligeA tb t^k the injury d^iM byA" ^^ 
Ms flaw, vh^ther ft Wfteft, robbery, adtiKtry> or i&6#dt£r« ^^*^*^ ^f 
Neg^de^ ftit l^wire fefpofifible for thAt fonS) nephews, atid ^'''* 
laitlier f^lalions j though to tWfe cafe all the tdatloftt afflft-' ''*^* 
to«^l1l$'&e fiiie^ by a tcmixxA torttrfbutioii, ^ch giving 
to\ftrardd It ^ccordin^ t6 his cirtiiHiftahces. Should tht^y 
reftife to et^fytete the flne^ \ht deliiiqiieBt ftxtrft fefiiM- cof^ 
^bhLl ptihtfh^^ilt^ afid ofteh d^ihj fii^uld his ttlvat be df a 

li^ th^ ihtetiol: &sibntr1^ the law^ Ifl c^iif{iiial ca^ aft Z^iwi cviv 
|[^er41y tnore feveri^, asi th^y AH ftot foftened or leftraiiied by ceming 
the iflftafete df the toHdfer mamiers of the EUr$pMns* Hi adultery m 
^hd d«btt«ehes the^ife of findthef itteij hiirt, is hot 6iAf^^^^^'^ 
iTIified hihifelf, bu! draw's deftruftten titwn all tbofei»^hdai»«^*'"*'"'^- 
ootne^ed ^th him by Mdod. If the deUnqueut b^ a flf^^ 
the punifhnient is death, and that in the moft cruel tbainier 
that cah be deviled ; befides, a certain fine is iffopofiNl dn his 
inafter.* Here they defpife the fordid ^Uainy of fijtting k 
^iMnaft'9 vlt-tfie to fale, aikl profiting by her proftitution. 
If tee be caught in adultery, her life is the ptkt of h<it fault, 
QnleTs it bepiirchafed by her relations at a great experice; 
bnt the ^oihan who indulges her paffion for a flave infallibly 
dJes, wlthdut poiRbility of redemption. The flave perifties 
with hef , and her telatiahs afe obliged befides to pay a cob* 
fiderable fbm of money fa the injured hufbiand. Ercry cdti* 
fiderable negro is in this fcafe his own judge ; khd, if h6 
dionld be too weak alone to avenge himfelf, he calls in th* 
tffiddnce df his ftiehds, ^ho t-eadily offer their aidj being 
fure to be no lofers amidfl the plunder that enfuei. The \n^ 
fend fiegroes are rfiore wealthy than the inhaKtants of th6 
eoaft, laftid therefore perfdns cdnvifted of adultery pay rdt^fidlj^ 
fot thteirkicontinencfe, the fine fotnetimes adiounting tO'5oooh 
fteriing. Bvfittan ftys, that ht has lived in moft parts of 
ffee toaft, fcut cannot reeoUeft one pcrfoh whqfe fortune was 
^tifd to* fo heavy a burtheii ; yet is it by no meatw uncom- 
ftK>n in the .interior couiitries. Even the marltiitie kingi, 
Ifotcept" thofe of Aquamido and Acron^ would be hard preffed 
to iaife fueh-aTum by the fale of all they were worth. But 
the feverity'of the puniftiment by no means banlAies thc5 
lirime ff^m fociety : a woman with flrong pafltofas is blind 
to all eonfeqtiences ; • nor is it indeed to be wondered at iti 
dountries where polygamy is permitted, and where twenty 
women are confined to one man, each in her turn to tafte 
the frigid, cold, and languid joys of atixnervat?d buiband. 
^•'- '\. ., Their 
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Their Mrits Arc therefore continually employed on the ftitafft 
of procurisig^ Jover, and becairfe the men, terrified at ^:iit 
puiiilhmentf are Icfs forward than the nature of the fex 
might admit, the %voinen omit no ftratagem to allure theml 
So unbridled are their paffioos that if tl^y meal a young fel^ 
lowtlone» they 'run into the mod: indeceat excefles, wad 
fwear they vill accufe him to their bufbai^ds^of an attempt 
to violate their chaftity, unlefs bs gratifies their WtL Tht 
viovoMi has no redrefs, Ihould the hnfl>and prove unfaithfai ; 
her only remedy t$ to wean him from his vice by the gendefl; 
fofeft and moft engaging arts ; for none befides the mulmr 
gratuk datre prjsfume to diide htm. She indeed will check' 
him fevcrcly, ani even threaten to le^ve^ him, if he perfiftf' 
Sin his irregularky ; but this is all the puniihment flie is able 
to In^Ck. Hence it is that every woman is ftu£ou9 of fioL* 
tore, and of preferving to herfelf thofe marks of fevour l^ 
|ier obliging cooduft, which (he cannot command by ber' 
authority^. 

BpSMA^ir relates^ that all over Guiney feveral of ^ach fex 

live unmarried, at lead for fome time, though coiQmonly th^ 

number of Tingle women exceeds that of fingle men; and> 

yet few negroes die -unmarried, unlefs it be at a very early * , 

'period of life. Barbot confines this celibacy to the interfor* 

countries; and afBrms, that on the £earcoaft all the womeQ" 

marry young ; and indeed th^ difproportion of men to wo« ' 

men muft be very extraordinary, if, where polygamy is trfc^'' 

rated, and th? men reftraiijed to no certain number of wives, ^ 

the women Ihould be allowed to live Jingle for any time, J 

Chifdren J^ay, it is certain, that many femilies ally themfelyes by marv^ 

sMurriedas fjage as foon as the children ^re born, without .any othei!* i; 

fion 0f ceremony than the confent of parents on both fides. TS^-^i 

tb^ are women would indeed frequently chufe to live a fin^ Vi^ '\ 

^^'"'^ becaufe they are then free, and confined to the embraces of 

i^Q particular man ; but the demand for wjtv^es being fp great, 

their parents feldpm indulge them in then* inclinations, and "^ 

they are hardly ever refufed when aflced. Such however as'| 

have niade free with the paflion before marriage, are never * 

the lefs refptfled for it by their hufi^ands and the world i"' 

on the contrary, they are efleemed the better qualified ta^ 

enter into matrimony, and ar^ accordingly frcqijently pre* ' 

ferred to abfolute veftals y.. \ 

^f ihi In the countries of Eguira, Jxm^ Jnc^hat, Anta, ^nd [ 

fublic prO' Adsmy are certain women who never marry, but are dcdi* ' 

ftittttesy cated by profefTion to the public ufe, being ipitiated in their ' 

tailed . ■ ' ■'' 

4^ctores/ a^ 14, ibi^, r Artv? a)pvd pe Bruy, p.-; 7. p. vi. - ' 

voca* 



tMfCatioa fft the -foUo^ng inanner* When the mdne&t^Jip^ 
ffire that a public courtezan is wantiiiff, they petitioQ the 
cabourea that they will gracionfly pleaie to buy one for the 
eohundn benefit. Upon this the caboceroes either give a 
beautiful female flave for the purpoTe mentioned in the peti-* 
lio9, or they permit the memceroes to buy one. She is im« 
eiediately brought to the market-place, attompanied Mrith a ' 
woman praftifed in Che arC,. who biAriiAs the novice in al! 
the myfteries of the prdeflion* As foon as ihe has gone 
through, her noviciate, (he performs a pubik> pf obationary 
trial with- a boy ; by which is iofinuated, that from the nature 
Qi her profeffion (he muft receive all perfons indi(criminately 
who oiler themfelves to her, nor even excepting little boys. 
A houfe is butit for her, in which (he is obllg^ to confine 
hqrjfdf for eight or ten days, denying no man accefs to her 
&vours ; and this term being expired, (he obtains the re-^ 
potable title of abehre, or abelecra, fignifying *' a common 
•' proftitutc." She now has a more fafhionable dwelling-' 
haafe appointed her by one of her mailers, in a particular part 
of the town, lives by her profeffion, and pays a certain pro** 
portion out of the profits to thofe who put her in a way of 
btead. The price is ftated at a peny for each favour (he grants ; 
aod the wretch is foon reduced to infamy, poverty, difeafe» 
and the loweft ebb of mifery. While her beauty and health' 
remain (he is the idol of the place, and no misfortune is 
jcqual to -the Ids oFthe abehre : but no fooher is (he attacked 
idthdUeafe, the infallible confequence of her calling, than 
iflie is defpiled, abandoned, and fuf&red to perifh, the moft 
kadifome and wretched of all human creatures. Bo/man 
gives it as a proof of the high efteem in which they are held 
dttni^ 4he reign 6f beauty, that if the European fadlors have 
any difpute with the negro Mercadores, no metho^ fo efiec* 
tuaUy terminates it, as kizing on the-peribn of the abelore, 
and confining her till fatisfaAion is made. The mancerois^^ 
^.youfiig men, are no fooner acquainted with the fatal tidings^ 
than they hurry with a petition to the caboceroes y or elders^ 
ieque(ti^gr that, they may have her fet at liberty at any price, 
which t)i€^ will, pay by a general contribution. Ot this 
i^sn iays he has had frequent experience. Once in parti- 
cnlar, upon Came commercial difpute, he arrefted three c^^9- 
uroeSf and as many of thofe courtezans ; for the liberty of 
the former no intereft was made, unlefs by a few of their 
rdatioDs; but the whole village were upon their knees to 
him, interceding for the latter, and ofl^ing to purchafe 
her freedom by paying the fum hi difpute. Bo/man enlarges 
to an indecent length upon this futnoft : what we have Qd 

we 



D^e hop9 1^ foment txf gm^ fhe cti^fte mileri ^\^ 

kiaire op fjeafure in rel^ung m^oa^d which d^gf»^ tfaft 

Kioft barbarous and favage parts of bpijDaflHy ^ 

P^litentfs JipwEVEi^ ind^io^te and u|ipoli(hc4 the li^oiss na^% 

•fthtne- ip (onie partfcuiar cuftoaas, yet w th^; by po v^m^ w«!l- 

^ri?« i» ing in a ccrt^^n exterior poUtentfs in all thw ptf|u^ ii^W- 

tb^r falu- GCMirfes. v^f/Ki informs vs, th^t wh^ they firft meet to''i» 

#«/i«ffi. inpniing, Uley <:Ufp each oitlw in their ari»?» 9ta4 pmjj ibal 

the d^ piay bp profpprous. Tfeey b?g|a their t^x^^^ms^. 

by feizing the twf> fir^l fingers of the righ^ h^pd s«i4fr^ 

vi% tbeoij after yhich they pull ^U the o^bier joiQt^, Ki£s tbe 

forehead, a^nd repeat, the word (W^u their iiiode of 0^t%t|)9. 

Upon an accidental meeting, alFter th^y hi^ b§fpi^ i#^^ 

other, tb^ form of cpompUment ap^opg tH^ cq^A n^pes J9, 

puUiDg oiFthe hat or cap; but the interior i!^;roe$ do QCtt 

elleem uncovering, the head as any m$^H pf reipedf. &. 

Elwina the ufual compliineni aft^r cracking ^he fii^tsr^is^ ^ 

repeat the word here^ b^r^ ^* peac^, peg^re ; " ^ad thp Wft 

quefliqn is, " How did y^u deep I " Wheoee* f«J Bfi^ 

z^^ Barkotf we may infer, that the negroes ^pi^e^ivf^fefiOJi 

fleep t^ be the tpoft efleati^ prdleryjitive of gooi he^*. 

This is the <:ereQiQny of the firft yifit fcx* tte <^yi bf0t 

they have feen each other before, |be fll^fkr of the to^ 

expi^ITes his wetepme by telHng km* ** yoQ W§^< Out* flHi 

*' are returned ; " to whkh the vifitor vcplissi, ^- 1 4m 49t» 

*f again:" words which probably Q;^m9f^(oim^«9^90^ 

t^at we cannot readily di^over. But th#lr <ihie§ p^lsS^tnAf 

is c^JLled.fofth v^en they 9ire hon^r^ i^k tb9 ¥tfi^ rf i 

l^r:^nger, the ipiative o^ {qnm other co»»|ry \ The Sttfk ©W" 

p^ents hei^ p^d, die wife, or fewile flayes, bri»g V%» 

gr^e or ointmeAt, m w$(b and ajo^t him ; YiUA ofi«s 

tji^y perfopgi \iritlx ihw awo tonds. 

Of royal TwB vifits of I^^^p %iid perfood of fuppBior rwk are ii^ 

n;ijiti. tcad^ with f^ver^ pe^u^sir an4 ^(rwrdinary cwrcmoliift. 

When one Kl^g ppppofe? vifiting «*9ther, Wore he ff^ 

proaches his paia(;e. he difp^tch^ 9 pcffoo of the firfi £ifi)to< 

ia his. train, to give ne|ige of \m intention %&. ki& bis majc^s 

hjaiiids, thofe of ^1 d»§ QQbilliy of the cpuot, and tso profefit' 

his mafter's ^pmi4u9$PII# Ife is prefentl^ reim^ t»V^* 

o^s;^ king, atteQ4f4 by iojD^ pEeribti of (Hfiis4l:ioi^^^' 

court, to afTuFe b^ m^i^ of a lineer&aivd^ hearty welc6&»* 

Vf\iS^ he is q^ ^is wftjT the gPEtctal t9nge$ thefeHisrs in 

C|rd?r of battte b^«e tj^ p%b<?e, 6f ia the ©affkct-pbwi «? 

dp honour to the irpyid vifito/^ and aUb to ffiewthe j^ovtr 

« Bom; Epift, 12, ij„ % iu * Railjqt & Bwfti. iW* 

' . and 



^ifP^gf W4f y Pf Ws QWP ii»54^cr, The vifttkg- kiAg mi^Ni 
4t;^l)$^ bf^4 of ^i^ arfn^ reiinq^, yrith all t)ie iblea^QijLy^^ 

•drav^. up to the beA a4va|itMe^ a^d ia fuch a m^jf{i^ as t$^ 
l^ll^^^a \h^ ceremooy and i^^^ ^9 incrfafe th^ir fiuo^I^ry 
^itiJi^T the oth^ is po lef$ politic and artful o^ his fide. 
.V^)|ea tbey paTs ea^h other militar; cpmplimeius are fiiadeK. 
wJi^cb cpfifift ia ikippingy leapiog, ^nd hovrliqg^ m a m^a- ' 

i^er iflifiQleable to Kurqj^^n ears, but highly ple^og tq theirs. 
i^Pj^ 9f, ial( x^^ed ^e palace, w|xer^ the other jciug )^- 
i2:9^ a; dke gaj^e exp^ipg, he dp^ nof advance dif^^lF. 
^IY^4^ hi(n» bu^ turiui^ either to ;he righl: pr If ft^ ^ his 

^IC#^at»y lbrc!W}|ig doyra their ^rj^^s, F^fc^t their JMd?> ' 

.^y WW pf Ai^ut^tf^^, to the court; ^n^ gu^r4 pf th(e lyflg- 
i^t^. 4f(^ ^i^ t|ie fwo ^onar^ appvpach each Qttikpf^ 
with s^ iblemQity of pfic^ that coavey^ porfi of the .r^i<^V>^? 
t|m^ pf t))^ dignity of cpwned heads. They aie eacl^ aj:nie4 
with ih|eI4i| a^d iet off with their fiaefl ornamefiis aod . 
^f^^, l£ the v^i^ant (hould happen to be of higher r^ 
4syX fow^^ or that ejjLtraordinary boooiir^ are intended hiopi, 
lu$ three firft fipgers are pulled, then he is eiabrace<l. aiy)- 
ii^elcpine4 ^^^ feveral times ; bat fhpuld he be of inferior. 
quality, then only his middle finger is cracked and one falutQ, 
re^i* T^^ ^^^M: coqiplimen^s paid, they eaci^ i^ire to 
ieverai ^ts placed for them^ and the lor4s of e^h' 
litisiuf goi thcough >he fame cereiponies. For the fpgce o£ ' 
SA Ik^ nothing can preient a nv^r^ bufy foene ; ai^bafladors 
.cqutinually paifing to ^nd fro with iriu^uai congratulafipns : • 
at t)}^ e^d of which the vifitant b defired to V(alk i^fO; the- 
fid^^e, W(her^ he is prefented with a coUation at Y^h^iev^ . 
t^.-cpm^ry af&i^s, Wh<sn they have feal^d l;iearti|y,. thqir 
take leave with a repetition of the fame ceremoni^^ i^ the . 
fj/it |S ended l>. ' .■ ■ ^ -. 

^;p.w families upon the coaft keep any coaftderab^ WV^^* 
b^ pf d^meftic Haves, nor do they make at>y greaf p^r^de of 
. 4^ ^t tb^r feftivals or vifits. The e}cclu4ye right of feU* 
iqg d^Vfs is.vefted in the rich, not fo much by» law^ as. 
-.firoia^tbe aec^i&ties of the ineaner rank, which cea4er:thenji 
. unequal, to their purcha£? and maint^nanoe. Thol^ whp are DifikkC^. ^j 
•Qftploy^ iu this capa<^ty in almoft all the maritifl^e^ parts, i/m«<9M^ ^ 
cppfift of fuch as have bartered their freedom to the rich ioftbijlwu* 
. fuj^Q$u^^e.i an4 a^e marked by them with certain ^gp^ that ^ 
€9fv6i?U *t}^em their- property* If after this ajay attieanf^ 
iijf^ VS W^^ to run-away, th^y bfc tb^ left eac fpjf tbfi . 

* B(}(l«. & Aktv«, obi fupw, / •> 
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firft'trefpairsy the right ear for the next, and the ibiid fs^M 
is punilhed either by death, or fdling them as flares to tbe 
Europeans. Hence it appeafrs that the mafter does' notot^- 
nally enjoy the fame authority orer them as over boriiflaves;' 
it is their vices and a repetition of their fanks tha:t increafe 
his powers The children indeed ^ere bof n to th^t ferrhmie 
their father entailed upon them by his engagemems; but 
ftill there is a degree of tendernefs (hewn, dhknownin^e 
inland countries, and as a kind of compeniktioii for misfor- 
tunes, the refult of their birth, not their crimes. They are 
eniployed chiefly in fifhing, agriculture^ ' and thofe arts ne« 
ceuary to the fupport of their mafters and themfeives. As 
to their kings, they have flaves of different degrees, among 
vrhich they particularly difllnguifh thofe who have hicnrrej 
f^rvitude through inability of paying certain impofitions or 
fines impofed either by the Idng or courts of judicatore. 
Thefe wear neither cap, 'hat, or bonnet, their diitinf&o 
being to have the head always bare, Moft of the natives, 
according xoVillault^ difavow the appellation of negro^ vhidi' 
they allege is proper only to born (laves. This is the zSk" 
tion of Bofmafii who makes no diflindlion between negrm 
and Moors ; though Fillault rather thinks the terms negn 
and JEthiopian to be equivalent and fynonimons «• 
Of the Among the negroes there are a variety of mechanical arts^' 
^ts « in which they have made a proficiency; fuch as wooden ani 
known to earthen veflels and plates, chair-mattings, copper ointment* 
ihe «*- boxes, bracelets, necklaces, rings and ear-rings of goM, fil- 
ff^^- vcr, or ivory. All forts of weapons and inftruments of' 
war ; in the making of which, and all kinds of fmith'swoiic, 
. confifls their chief excellency. Their tools are fo rridc and 
fimple that one is amazed to fiiid they can finifh xiHth any 
degree of exaftnefs fleel-ware, and materials of gold, brafs, 
and copper. They confifl only of a flone for an alit3, a" 
pair of tongs, a pair of bellows, a file, a faw, and a hammer., 
They alfo manuikflure gold and filver hat-bands, feme of 
which they fell to the Europeans , of fo fine a thread and! 
cxquifite workmanftiip, that Bofman greatly doubts whether 
they can be rivalled in this by the mofl poliihed nations ^ ; 
O/ihtir ' ^^ building canoes the negroes are ialfo exceedingly inge»K 
iOHoeu 0"s. They have them of various fizes, from thirty to fbaf' 
teen feet in length, and three or four feet in breadth. By* 
the Europeans they are ufed in loading and unloading tii' 
fhipping, and by the natives in trading from port to port, 
and fiflung on the coalls. In proportion to their dinienfioos' 

• ViLLAUiT, ubifupra* ' Bosm. epift. 9. 
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Acy are rowed by three, five, feren, nine, eleven, thirteen, 
laor fifte^i rowers, an odd man being neceflary to fleer, and 
the tieft ieated in pairs upon banks or beams laid acrofs. 
The- canoes of the fmaller fize are pu(hed forward by a fort 
of j»ddle, inftead of oars, refembling a fpade in fhape and 
imgth. With this they ftrike the water by an underhand 
iboke,. as our <author calls it, ai^d keep the canoe in a fur- 
prizingiy rapid courfe. Their large canoes are feldom ufed 
in fi&ing, except in very ftormy boiflerous weather ; and 
when .they launch out at a diftance from the fhore, it is the 
iiimil ones tliat are commcmly ufed on this oocaiion, that may 
be convef^ntly navigated by one, two, or three men (A), ; 
Thek fifliing materials coififift of great and fmall hooks, harp« 
ii^ kons, which they ufe "^hen they have hooked a large 
fifh, together wiih^ cafting^ fweeping, and fixed nets ; the 
kttsir. remaining' ail night in the water, are drawn in the 
morning:*. 

. With regard to the hufbandry of the negroes, they {ovrOfthnr 
in the iaisy ieafon^ the foil being incredibly hard at other ^g^cui* 
times. -At feed time they chufe a fpot of ground either in '*''''' 
the fields-or woods, which they think the mofi convenient; 
for heisr is no landed property ; the earth being the gift of 
nature, it is left in common to all thofe who have induflry 
to cultivate it^ The king, indeed, aflumes to himfelf the 
i%ht of pennitting particular fpots to be ploughed, and 
iometiaies eactbnds this jurifdiAion all over his dominions j 

* BOSMAM, ibid. 



(B) The fdaces moft cele- 
braitd for canoes, are, as we 
•have faidy /^xim^ Jcron^ Bourtry^ 
Tokarary^ Commando, Cormantin^ 
and IVimhay all of which drive 
a con(idt;rable trade with the 
'EwrofeanSi and the neighbour- 
ing iiates. We may form a 
jodgment of the prodigious 
growth of the trees of this coan- 
,try, from, thofe large canoes, 
which are formed «oUt of one 
folid trunk, not of the coco 
tree> as. fome writers imagine, 
ijut of a tree called cafot^ which 
by miilake might be taken for 
the coco. It is difHculc to con- 

I 

ceive the toil and trouble the 



negroes muft undergo, to re- 
duce to form thofe unwieldy 
logs of wood. When the tree 
is cut to the length of the in« 
tended canoe, tbey (hape it with 
knives, with prodigious labour, 
then grate and raTp it on the 
out-iide, to make it fmooth and 
uniform. After thi$ they dig 
it, making both edges incline 
inwards, and the middle part 
the wideft, They pay the bot- 
tom on the Qutfide with greafe, 
to make the canoe flip ea£ily 
through the water, and termi- 
nate both ends in a fliarp 
point (2). 



(a) Trvooft^ ty V. /, iV, f, 7. 
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but the requeft is no more than si matter' of form^, a& it iit 
never denied ; and if it (hould, the mil of the mooardi is hut 
little regarded ; and in this alone does his fovereignCy61k 
(liort of abfolute defpotifm. Having turned up the earthr 
with a fpade, which they call AoUon, they fuiFer it to rtoiutt^ 
in this condition for eight or ten days, until all their odgb< 
hours are as far advanced in their labours as themfelves;: 
after which they affemble on the firft day of the fetichey or 
their fabbath, to deliberate on the, neceflary regulations 
in fowing the feed. Firft the king's lands arc finiihed/ 
* ^ter which every man returns to his neighbour's ground. 
The only reward from his majefty confifts in aprefentof 
goats flelh and palm- wine, proportioned to the number <rf 
labourers; and they conclude their work by dances in honour 
of the fetiche^ and foi^s, praying that he will btefs th«tt 
with a fruitful harveft. It is. incredible with what cxpedi-' 
tion their labour is recompenfed, and the grain fpning out 
into leaf. Des MurcJjais affirms, that in three days after it 
is fown, the whole field is covered with a beauAftil verdtoie,' 
and the crop ready for fliaring in lefs than three months. 
^Hc adds, that the negroes chufe an elevated ground for 
fowing their maize in, that grain requiring a dry jfoil, not 
fubjeft to inundations ; on the contrary, rice and millet 
demand low marftiy lands, and efpecially the former, which 
flbu fifties only When it is covered with water. Their Quftc»B: 
is, when they fee the grain beginning to form it£ei^ then to 
build little huts in the middle of every field, where they 
lodge their children to fceep off the birds, and ferve for fcare- 
crows. The natives of the coaft find it fo eafy a matter to 
difpofe of all their grain, that they have eftftblifiied com 
markets in every village, where the current coin is gold 
Oftkeir duUy cowries znd bujeesK The price of grain is rated by* 
corn mat' certain officers of police, appointed by the king ; a wife in- 
i^//. ftitution, that prevents fraud and extortion, by foreftalling 

the markets. To thefe all the men and women refort early 
, in the morning, fome to buy, others to fell, and oiany to 
escchange one fort of grain or fruits for another* The 
women are fo indefatigably induftrious, that they frequently 
travel fix miles to market, laden with fuch burdens as would 
crufti an European female, a child on their backs, and a large 
Hamper of grain or fruit on their heads ; nay, there have 
• been infbinces of negro women's having carried burdens for 

an hundred miles out of the interior countries, and fold them 
at the fea-port markets for European commodities, looking- 

m 

^ Barbot, p. 25.7, BosMViir, cpift. 9. 
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gbfies, bftcdets, ear-riiigs» glafs beads, and other female 
tftokets ; t> paffipQfttely fond are they of drefs aad finery. 
Xhe matrkets are exempted 'from all forts of duties and im^ ' 

pofta ; but if th^ negroes in their way to market meet with 
taiif obj^ which they have deified, and raifed to the rank 
of 9i/ePkie,, they will make it a prefent out of their trading 
ftock. At ]^*day, the wine merchants come with their 
pQits of pakftrwine to market ; then the affairs of the day are 
fifi^ihed, nad all the negroes and failors find theqyfelves 
^^^uatty .difpofed to rejoice and regale themfelves ; nor is there 
aay other commodity that has a qmcker fale than the palm* 
wne. Market beii^ ended, whole droves of men and wq« 
laen ave to be met on all the roads. Zinging and dancing with 
a chc»ifuloefs really to h^' envied, and not the.fmalleft 
vefttge o£ the care, the toil ?nd fatigue.of the day remaining, 
tkeir fole $are b^ng pow to lay afide all care K 

B£M&s$ tbofe frequent markets, they have aUb great 0/ their 
feirs, which they obferve twice every year, and regulate 'm fain for 
fuch a manner, that they 0iall never fall twice upon the fanus Earopeam 
day. ThUber the natives are aflembled from, all hands to commdi^. 
purcJKfcfe'- European wares, which they fend to the inland '^^'* 
ce^mtFies. Here it is, that iheir paiSon for dancing is feea 
lA tbe m«ft confpicuoua manqicr ; and fo general is it amongiit 
the woraea un particular, that often without voice or inflru* 
meat, after quitting the hardeft labour, they will begin 
dancing. It 1$ a cufiom immemorial among them, to af- Of their 
fembld in the evening in fome appointed part of the town ocfiP*"^* 
viUflge, to daifcce, fing, and make merry for an hour before ^^^^^^^^t 
they go to bed. They appear in their befl; habits, and the 
woiten in particular rival eacth other, with all the emulation 
lad jcaloufy of drefs confpicuous among European females. 
The ufual hour for this ruftic ball is at fun-fet ; 'and the ma- 
lic ia compofed of horns, trumpets, flutes, and other inffaror 
ments, rather infpiriung than pleafing to the ear. The men 
and women difpofe themfelves into couples, face to fac^e, as Sdi 
<»Brc9ttatry dances, not leading through in any particular 
fignye, but dancing promifcuoufly, the pairs ftiU keeping by 
each other, with a number of ridiculous grimaces and con- 
toffdons. They advance and retire, ftrike the ground with 
one foot, and in pafling kifs each other's forehead, pronounce* 
iog certain words* Their movements are Tomecimes quicl^ ' 

icHnetimes fl(|w, juft as the muiic happens to ftrike into % 
Ihrill treble, or^a deep bafe. In a word, the whole dance is 
a kind of regular confuiion, that, with appearance of the 

* BoiMAH^ it AaTvt, 9bi fap» 
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greateft diforder, preferves a certain method and roteadjaAed 
to the mufic. But it would not be poffible to convey an ex* 
aft idea of it in words ^. 

On their legs the women wear a nuiftber of fmall bells^ 
that jingle as they move in their <iance; and the men hold it 
their hands a kind of fan, made of horfe tail, or the cxtrc* 
mity of an elephant's rump, with which they ftrike each 
other's fhoulders as they pals. All their gambols and abfurd 
gefticulations feem mightily to pleafe themfelves, bnt thiey are 
not fond of performing them before ftrangers- Their dances 
alter according to the occafions to be celebrated. Thofe 
performed in honour of the fetiche are more grave and 
folemn, carrying in them^an air of religious devoffion. At 
Jbramboe'2iVt dances in honour of the king, which thqr 
'keep for eight confecutive days, and call this term the dancing 
feafon^ Hither refort a prodigious concourfe of negroes of 
toth fexes'; both men and women fpend feveral wed^s be- 
fore, in making preparations to figure at this annual carnival^ 
and every thing is conduftM with great pomp. 
" Artus relates, that they have fchoois for dancing and 
niufic, Avhere the young people of either fex are taught at 
a fmall expence. It frequently happens, that heated vfyk 
the natui'e of thofe diverfions, and the ppwer of paim-Mine, 
the fcholars fally forth armed into the ftreets, where they 
commit abundance of diforders and riot, till they are fecured 
by the public magiflrates ; for although the negroes are by 
no means quarrelfome, yet are they fufccptible of great paiEoQ 
and violent rage when once embroiled, feldom parting with- 
out efFufion of blood. ^, 
Of their All the diverfions among the negroes confift of thofe 
mock dances, mufic, and mock combats,- which frequently end 

tattles* tragically. In the year 1667, was celebrated at Cape Coqft^ 
linder the direftion of a prince, fon-in-law to the king ofFeiu^ 
* public ganxes in commemoration of a viftory gained over the 
4cing of Jkariy and lord of Abramboe. Villault was told by 
the Danifh chief, that the mock battle performed here coA 
,. on both fides no lefs than ^vq thoufand lives. In 16S2, 
Barbst\v2iSX.Tt2ittA at the fame place with a negro battle, and 
' a handfome entertainment ; which, however, happily ended 
without blood. He was greatly amazed at the dexterity and 
addrefs with which they condufted themfelves, both in the 
-field and at the entertainment, where, fays he, there was 
nothing wanting of European politenefs ^. 

I* 

* Barbot, p. 258. ' Artus, in col. De Bruy. part vi.' 

p. 19* ^ Barbot, ibid. 
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Th£ muikal inftrumeots of the negroes are various, zaA,0/ihe 
aLtremely nuinerous, but all of them equally barbarous and m»fic of 
unpleafing. The principal are the horns we have mentioned, '^* *'- 
which are made of ivory, and fome of them weighing thirty ^''*^^' 
pounds. For' ornament, they carve upon thefe the piftures 
of men and bdads ; but in a manner fo extraordinary, that 
they would feem carefully to avoid the breach of the feconcjl 
commandment : for indeed they are the likenefs of nothing, 
in the heavens above y or on the earth below, x)r in the waters 
under the earth. At the great end of the hbrn is a piece of 
rope, coloured with hens or fheeps blood, and at the fmali 
end a fquare hole, through which they blow the inftrument. 
The noife produced is really horrid, but varied and reduced 
to a fort of tone and meafure ; fometimes they blow lb 
tolerably, that, as Foekenbroeg has it, one does not require a 
whole, bale of cotton to flop his ears. The trumpet need no 
defcription; it is much of the falhion of that ufed in Enropey 
but without the winding and fpiral pipe, that gives fweet- 
nefs and modulation to the fc^nd. Of drums they have ten 
di£rent forts, ^11 of them formed of excavated trees, covered 
with (heeps fkin at one end, in fhape refembling a kettle- 
druin. ^Some are covered only at one end, the other being 
open; and thofe when played on are placed on t^e ground, 
which ferves to confine the found. They beat with flicks 
fliaped like a hammer, fometimes with ftrait flicks, and often 
With only their hands* The drums are generally ufed as an 
accompaniment to the horns ; and to render the concert more 
full, tkey join in with trumpets, tabors, and a found formed 
by the flriking a hollo\y piece of iron with a bit of wood, 
after the manner of the falt-box. Of late years they have 
invented a fort of fmall drums, covered on both fides with 
iheeps fkin, and extended to the (hape of an hour glafs. The 
found they make is by no means difagreeable : but their 
befk inftrument is a kind of harp, with fix or eight firings. 
This is a hollow piece of ftrait wood, on which the firings 
are fbretched, having for a back another piece of wood join- 
ing' it at each end, and forming a fort of triangle, upon 
this they play with their fingers,, and not unmufically; the 
inftrument having a foft, grave, and melodious tone. 

To conclude the cufloms and manners of the negroes, we ^ exceU 
fhall juft mention one of an excellent nature ; it is an inftitu- if„t infii^ 
tion by which there is not a common beggar to be feen on tutkn a^ 
the coafl. It is true, they have a number of poor, but not mong the 
2, fingle beggar by profefHon. When a negro finds he cannot negroti^ 
lubfifl by &s labour, he binds himfelf over to a mailer for a 
-certain fum of monsy, or his friends do it for him, who is 

I 3 obliged 
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obliged to find him in all neceflaries of life. In hjturn, he en- 
gages to ddFcnd his mafter with all his power, to watdi hh 
ctffairs, and, in feed and harvcft time, to labour as a hnfbaiid- 
man. Thus every man becomes iifefully employed, and the 
infirm and aged are taken care of by thdr friends. In other 
refpefts, the whole people are beggars; and the icing faimfetf 
is not afhamed to beg of an European a trifle which he mighft 
purchafe for a penny ; but this is rather from a freedom and 
opennefe of temper, than from necefEty : Bofinan^ indcefl, 
attributes it to a fliameiefs avarice K 

' Aufl. citat. ibid, tc Bosman, Epift. 9. 



SECT. IIJ. 

Of the Difeajes^ Remedies^ Deaih^ and Manner ^ 

Burying amang^he Negroes. 

Wt fhall fpeak particularly of the difeafcs pecuBarto 
ijiis country, when we come to treat of th^ air and 
climate. >^n general it is obferved, that however unhealthy 
Guiney may prove to ftrangers and failors, who live intem- 
perately, the natives are fubjeft but to two difeafes. <3nc 
writer tells us, that their conftitutions are fo ftrong, that, 
whether wounded or fick, they pay very little attetftion to 
their recovery, but follow their ufual employments, as ff 
0/the tiothing had happened to them. Bojman on the contrary af. 
fear of firms, th^ their fear of death is fo great, that the flightd: 
4leath a- accideQt is treated with the utmoft care and fear : th^y know 

Te^roe ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^' '^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^"°^ ^^ oblivion; a 
* ^ '• thought altogether infupportabl^ to negroes. Aflnated by 

this principle, they leave fio means un^ffayed to extend 

the thread of life. They firft apply to medicines and 

natural remedies ; but where the cafe is dangerous, believing 

them infufficient Xp preferve life and reftore health, they 

have recourfe to their fuperftitious religious worfhip, as the 

moft effe<^^al. What contributes to render this cuftom 

• ' more general, is, that the fpiritual and bodily doftor are 

united in the fame perfon, the prieft always afting in both 

capacities. He finds it no difficult matter for him to per- 

fuade the patient,, or his relations, that no hope remains, but 

from offerings made to appeafe the fetiche i upon which he 

is defired to confiilt the god what prefents will be the moft 

ag^peablc 
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agreeable to him. We may believe that the prieft neglefts Method of 
.not his owa ihtereft oh this occafion ; and as the choice de- treating 
pends on himfelf, he is fure to fix upon what he likes beft, *"^fi^K* 
as a cock, hen, goat, flieep, hog, gold, cloth, wine, or 
fomething elfe the moft ufeful and convenient. He is care- 
ful to proportion them to the ability of the patient, except 
where the difeafe is extremely dangerous, and his life 
valuable to the relations ; in which cafe he raifes his demands, 
and puts a higher price on his own fcrvices, under pretence, 
of the great refentment of the fetiche^ that muft be appeafcd 
by liberal offerings ». Whatever the prieft requires, the pa- 
tient freely grants, without once enquiring in what manner 
it is applied, whether to -the god or to his fervant. If he 
recovers, either by virtue of nature's kindly afliftance, or the 
efficacy of the medicines adminiftred, the facerdotal doftor ' 
is fure not to pafs unrewarded. Foekenbroeg indeed pre- 
tends, that after their recovery, the. /Ight of the devil and 
the doftor is equally welcome to them ; but Bo/man affirms, 
that in general; they are by no means ungrateful to the ^ 
phyfician, they celebrate his /kill to the fkies, recommend 
him where-ever their influence extends, and liberally reward 
him themfelves. Indeed, where the patient dies after ex- 
penfive offerings, they attribute it to the ignorance or " , 
knavery of the doftor ; a way of thinking not peculiar to 
negroes. It frequently happens, that one phyfician is dif- 
charged after being well paid, and another called', who begins 
the cure afrefh, and knows well how to make his advantage 
of the credulity of the patient. His firft trufmefs, like the 
phyficians in Europe y is to condemn the praftice of his pre- 
deceflbr, and decry him as an ignorant pretender. Upon 
this, new offerings are made ; for the new doftor, dreading 
the fate of him whom he fucceeded, determines to make 
hay while ihefunjhinesn Thus they are changed alternately, 
. perhaps twenty times, the expence always rifirig with the 
number of the phyficians, and the danger of the patient, 
who- probably dies under the hands of the laft called, leaving 
the faculty, heirs to his effefts. So bigotted and attached tp 
offerings are the negroes, that where a phyfician of more ^ 
confcience than the reft forbids them, they will difchargc 
him, or at leaft force the prefents uppn him •*. 

BosMAN relates, that the boys and flaves of an European^ 
who has treated them kindly, will, when he is feized with 
the flighteft indifpofition, go fecretly to the priefts to make 

• Bo8MAiJ,epift.^i3. Artits, in colleft. per Dc Bruy. part VI. 
p. 90. ** Des March. V. vi. p. 326. EARa')T, p- 277. 
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of&rings for his health and recovery. The Europeans have 
frequendy found, in the bed or in the chamber of the princi- 
cipal perfons, pertain things confecrated and charmed by the 
prieft, laid there by the flaves to defend "their mafter from 
death and evil fpirits. As the Europeans are generally dif- 
pleafed with their' fuperftrtion, they do it fo artfully, and 
conceal it fo well, that it is not eafy to difcover them before 
the patient is dead, and they have had no time to remove-thofc 
charms. The mulattos women are particularly addifted to 
this fuperftition. If one of them is married, or kept by an 
European who ufes her well, fhe never fails to make rich 
' offerings for his recovery, with a warmer zeal; and ftronger 
confidence in their fiiceefs, than is found' among the negroes 
themfelves; and Bofman alleges, that even the Europeans 
are not wholly untainted with this abfurd and ridiculous 
credulity; for they have been known not only to make pre- 
fents to priefls upon their illnefs, but to wear certain charms, 
given them l)y the negroes as preventive medicines c. 
Medtcittes The chief mfedicaments ufed by the negroes are, lime 
tt/ed by the juice, malaguet or cardamoms, the roots, branches, leaves, 
wgroes* bark, and gums of trees, and about thirty different kinds 
of green herbs. Thefe conflitute the whole of their difpenf^- 
tory ; tind the latter in particular have been found, from re- 
peated experience, wonderfully powerful in many c^fes. 
Their praftice, fays Bofman^ may to a philofopher appear' 
abfurd and irrational, but fuccefs is the tefl of its reftitude. 
He has feen them in cholics adminifter whole calabafhes of 
lime juice and cardamoms, , with furprizing fuccefs; and 
affirms, that with green herbs he has known them effeft cures, 
and conquer difeafes, that have foiled all the art of the moft 
experienced European furgeons : hence he greatly laments that 
no botanift has apj)lied himfelf to this kind of pradice, which 
lie thinks more homogeneal tp their conftitutions in warm 
climates, than chemical medicines fent from Europe, and 
robbed of their virtues before ^they ap-ive in Africa **. 
Inauit^is When all the af ts of the priefl and doftor have proved in- 
ofthe re- cffeftual, and the patient dies, his relations are furnifhed with 
iatiem, frcfh bufmefs ; they now are to enquire into his death, and 
concerning why he (hould die : for though it is probable and apparent 
the death that he died a natural death, or of wounds, yet will not this 
pfthe fatisfy them; it mufl certainly, in their opinion, proceed 
futhnt. from fome other caufe. Immediately the priefl and relations 
enquire, whether ever the deceafed forfwore himfelf, or was 
perjured : if he has, ' then the difficulty is folved, and the 

« Bdsman, epift. 13. < Idem, ibid. 

caufe 
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caofe of his death difcovered, which was no other than a 
pimifhmenb of his perjury. But (hould he be acquitted of 
this, then the next inqueft is, whether he had any power- 
ful enenaies, who might have laid the fetiche under a 
promife by large ofierings ? This difcovery being mada, 
fome of his enemies are immediately attacked, fecured, and 
clofely examined, and if they be found guilty, fevereljr 
puniQied, either by 'a fine, or fome corporal penalty ; the 
latter being moft common when the relations of the deceafed 
are rich, and the former when they are poor, and the delin* 
quent affluent. We cannot omit the following relation 
given by Bofman. When he refided at j^xim^ he was ad- 
vifed, in order to promote the company's affairs, to fend an 
envoy to the king of Dinkira. In confequence', he difpatched 
one of his fervants with handfome prefents to the monarch, 
who gracioufly received them. About the fame time, the 
Brandenburghers were folici ting his majefty by their prefident 
for iimilar favours. During the ftay of both envoys at court, 
the king died, and his relations fecured both the German 
and Hollander^ imagining they had been the inftruments of 
his death. They were feized, bound, and clofely examined 
whether the prefents they-hdd delivered were not poifoned or 
tharmcd ; but after the mofl fcrupulous inquiry, the fufpefted 
ambafladors were found innocent, releafed, and dilmiffed 
with prefents to their feveral conftituents *. 

When the patient dies, and no room is found for attribut- 
ing his death either to poifon or incantation, then the wives, 
children, and flaves are examined, whAher he has been at- 
tended with due care, and the neceffary offerings made. As, 
the prieft always prefides at thofe inquefls, he has a fair op- 
portunity of punifhing thofe who have been frugal in their 
donations to him. Should no deficiency appear either in 
care, attendance, or offerings, then, as the lafl refource, 
they refolve the difficulty, by attributing his death to his neg- 
left of religious duties, and the performance of thofe rites 
which alone can prolong life. Such are the cuftoms among 
the negroes ; in many of which we fee a rational end^ altho' 
the means ufcd be ridiculous and abfurd *". 

Before we proceed to the laft obfcquies, we (hall beg 
leave to relate fome few extraordinary ceremonies, that precede 
thisYolemn duty. After all the above methods have been OuelHom 
found inefFeftuad to folve the caufe of the patient's death, ^i^z /^ /^^ 
the prieft goes to the body, and interrogates the A^i\iv£t deaafod. 
ironcerning the reafon of his dying, and caufing fo much 

• BosMAN, Ep, 13. ^ Artus, ubi fup. p. 102. 
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grief to his friends and relations. He returas to them, 
who are aflembled in another apartment, with fuch an 
anfwer as beft fuits his intereft ; every fyllable of whicKis 
believed, and matters adjufled accordingly. Some authors 
affirm, fliat the relations direftly apply themfelves for a fdlu- 
tion of doubtful cafes to the devil ; but Bofinan and Barht ' 
affure us, that this is a falfe conjeclure ; .all being referred 
the prielV, who is the mediator between their gods and 
them, and , the interpreter of all oracles delivered T>y the 
former (A). 
JAcdei of No fooner the patient breathes his laft, than all his rcla- 
mourningj tions; male and female, fet up a dreadful howling and h- 
er ceremo- mentation ; by which it is foon known all over the town or 
niesfre* village, that fome perfon is dead. They place the. body 
-w/oaj to y pQQ 2L mat, made of the bark of trees, and wrapped m fooic 
^^ ' old cotton cloths ; under the head they fet a block of wood, 
and cover the face with a goat's 6r Iheep's jfkin. Over tbe. 
body they ftrew alhes, made from burnt wood ; cullom for- 
bidding them to caft their eyes on the body, before it is fct 
out in this manner. The ddfunft is brought in this fitaa*. 
tion into the open air, fome of the women, of whom in his ^ 
life- time he was fondeft, being placed at his head ; if thede- 
<:eafed be a female, the hufband, father, brother, or uncle, 
-performs this office, fhedding abundance of tears, and draw- 
ing forth difmal groans. All the relations aflemble Yrom 
every part of the country to attend at this lafl office; a fe-. 
vere.puniftmient being annexed to thdrnegleft. The town's 
people and acquaintance of the deceafed join their lamenta- 
tions, each bringing his prefent of gold, cloth, brandy, 
wine, or animal food, which they pretend is buried with 
the cOrpfe ; and the larger the prefent is, the more honovr 
^redounds^to the donor. The oldeft female belonging to the 
family goes round the company, with a copper bafon in her' 
hand, to colleft contributions towards the expence of the 
funeral. Here all the money is thrown in, while prefents of 
- another kind are put into balkets prepared for the occafion. 

(A) The quedions are put to the anfwer \% to be in tlie a£r- J 

' th^ deceafed in a variety of mative, the relations, byfoVne' 

different ways. , In fome cafes fecret impulfe, bend the body 

the relations take the deceafed towards the querift ; if it be 

upon their flioulders,in prefence negative, the body Hands un- 

of the pried; and then he is moved ; and either of thefepafs 

' interrogated whether he did for definitive decifions of the 

not die for fach a caufe. ,If que(lion(i}. 

A great 



A great part of thefe prefents goes to the faichere or pritfft, to 
k>l>tam by his prayers and conjuratioas repofe for the fool of 
the defunft, and the proteftion of the fetiches in his pafla^ 
to the other worid. Hence we may perceiine the notions the 
negroes entertain coaceriuDg a future itate ; but this vre fhafl 
fpeak of etfewhere. Villaun adds a circumlhtnce -which we 
find fupported by no other authority, probably becanfe it ib 
proTincialy or confined to fome particular diftriA. They pkce, 
fays lie, three iioufehold gods, or fetiches, in a comer of a 
chamber ; they drefs them with jg^^s, coral, and gold neck- 
laces, collars, and girdles ; they prefent diem with large 
offerings of peafe, beans, rice, maize, «nd palm-wine, be- 
fprinkled -with the Wood of a poUet. After this, the prieft, 
{>ronouncing certain unintelligible words, takes a mouthful 
bf palm-wine, which he fpouts into the <ace of the moft 
ancient of l!he fetiches. He then takes a quantity of tallow 
or greafe, which he beats ^th leaves into a poultice, and 
dividing the mafs into .proportions fuited to the number of 
jpeople prefent, *he gives to^each a piece, one bit bring kept 
for the ufe of the deceafed, to affift and nonridi him in bis 
flight to ewfmityB. This is a ceremony of all others the 
)naft folemn, and attended with a great number of pompous 
and aw&l rites*. 

BtTRiN^ afU theofiices.perfoitmed by this ^flembly, there is A conti^ 
one tfhat is never onritted ; brandy in the morning, and palm- nuation •f 
\nxit in the afternoon, are always remembered. Thus the laft the funeral 
obfequies of a rich negro become very expenfive ; for befides ^^^^^f^^^s. 
all that precedes, the body is richly cloathed, and put into 
the coffin with a bag of gold fetiches y the fineft corals, cmte 
4e ierra^ and feveral things of value, which )f. is fuppofed 
will be nfefttl to him in the^next world. The number of 
5e\**els, and all other -exipences, arc propertioned to the 
wealth the deceafed left to his heirs. After tlhif aflembly of 
t-elations and friends have continued to drink brandy and 
palm-wine for two or three days, and all the other requiiite 
ceremonies are finifhed, then at lafl the corpfe is carried to 
the grapve, preceded by a number of yourfg fellows, who are 
continually difcharging voUies of fmall arms, till the deceafed 
Is laid in- the ground. A multitude of men and women fol* 
low, without. preferring any order, fome dancing, fome fing- 
ing, or crying, or laughing ; the grief of thofe that cry and 
laugh being pretty equal. After the corpfe is covered, and 
the grave filled, every one departs where he pleafes ; but the 

^ Barbot, p. 278, Des March, ibid. Villault, ibid, 
^ B08MAN, cp. 13. 
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grelter number ufually adjourQ to the houfe of the deceafed^* 
there to prolong their mirth and feafting for feveral d&jtr . 
longer. . - 

When a king, chief, governor, or any diftinguifhed per- < 
fonage dies, his body is generally kept a year above gronndi- 
and to preferve it from putrefadlion, it is^ laid over a gentl^,:] 
£re, upon a wooden utenfii, refembling a gridiron, to dry bf 
flow degrees. Others interr their dead privately in their dvm' Ij 
hbufes^ though they pretend that the body has undergone the 
above operation, and that in due time they will fee the funeral 
obfequies performed with the neceflary pomp. Public notice 
is given of the day appointed for a< king's burial, not only to 
Jiis own fubjefts, but to the neighbouring kingdoms, -which 
occafions a concourfe of all nations almoft incredible. Every- 
one is curious to fee the folemnity ; he appears in his richefl^ 'j 
d^efs, and more pomp and parade pafles upon this occafioOf 
than in whole centuries upon any other. Several flaves of '^j 
the deceafed monarch are facrificed, in order to attend him 
to the next world, and efpecially his bojfum and favouii^ 
woman. But the moft abominable rite is, the praftice dt 
felling thofe, who through age and infirmity have been ren*^ 
dered intjjpable of labour, to become vlftims in thofe horribfe- 
folemnities. 'Tis a fpedlacle the moft deplorable, to fee 
fbofe puny feeble wretches, pierced, hacked, and tormented 
in the moft barbarous manner, from motives of religion and 
piety. Bofman relates, that it was not without horror he 
law eleven perfons killed in this manner. Among thefe was 
one, who, after having endured the moft kqen and exquifitc^ 
tortures, was delivered over to a child of fix years of age, 
to have his head cut oif: nothing could be morefavage and 
barbarous, than to fee this younge favag hewing-and mangling 
for an hour the Jxxiy of the unhappy viftim, with as litdc 
remorfe as a butcher feels over his ordinary employment. 
Thefe facrifices are generally ufed in countries diftant from 
the European forts, and where they have but little influence ; 
though the natives of the coaft will often remove at a diftance, 
in order to perform unmolefted this horrible ritual, to w^ich 
they are fo warmly attached ». 

The negroes ufually build a little hut, or elfe plant a' 
little garden of rice or maize Hpon the grave, into which they 
throw all the efFefls of the deceafed, of the leaft value to 
his heirs ; for Bofrnan denies that they fill it with houfehold 
- furniture, as fome, authors aflfert. At Jxirriy they place 
feveral earthen images on the grave, which are wafhed the 

k 

I i Idem, ibid, etiart Barbot, p. 287. 
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following year, and the whole funeral ceremoniy repeated 
with great expence. We have before n^entloned the eager 
deftre which the natives of Benin have to be buried in their 
own country; nor is this cuftom peculiar to them, it is the 
general way of thinking among all the negroes. If they . 
ftyould happen to die in a diftant country, where no oppor- 
tunity offers of conveying the whole body home, their friends 
will cut off the head, leg, and arm> cleanfe, boil, and fend it to 
their nadve country to be buried ; kuA if no conveyance pre- 
fents idelf, they efteem it a duty to negle^l their buiinefs, and 
go themielves on the pious errand ^» 

It fometimes happens that the funeral of a negro is at- Orations 
,i^nded by an orator, who fets forth the virtues of the deceafed pronounad, 
;inan harangue pr(»ioQnced over the grave. Barhot was told ^'^^ *^ 
ixy the governor of Cape Coqfi^, thsit he was prefent at th« ^^^* 
burial of a woman of diflindion, where the prieft, after enu- 
uoierating the virtues of the defunft, pathetically exhorted 
the affembly to imitate them, to live weU, to avoid giving 
ofl&Bce, to perform religioufly their contra^s tod engage- 
jnents, with a number of other moral tof»cs. At the end of 
Jiis difcourfe, laying hold of the jaw-bones of ftieep, feveral 
of which were flrung upon a cord, he leaped into the grave, 
faying, " do as the deceafed did ; imitate her ; ftie requires 
'* not many, facriiices now, having performed them fo li- 
" b^*aily in her life-'tinie, as thefe cheek-bones teftify.'? 
This exhortation produces the dejQred effedt ; every on« 
throw in their offerings, and the prieA feizes them as his owft 
p-operty. 

In ibme countries they do not beftow the honours of bu* S/a*ves n»t 
rial on flaves, but their bodies are thrown upon the fields, bumd. 
a prey to beails and birds ; in fome other countries they 
cover them with earth, but without any ceremony. Atkim 
defcribes the funeral ceremonies at Cape Coajl very cbncifely ^ 

and difttnAIy. When a negro dies, fays he, his relations 
and friends fet up plaints and lamentations that rend the 
ikies, which they continue in the houfe of the defunft, till 
the day appointed for his burial. Then the body is carried 
to the grave in a coffin ; and on their way the relations are 
jolhed by the inhabitants of the village, who likewife join 
them in their mournings, and difcharges of mufquetry. As 
foon as they perceive that their lamentations have no effeft, 
and that they cannot recall to life the deceafed, they change 
their grief into mufic and feftivity ; they throw into the grave 
a part of their pipes, tobacco, and wine ; and this f raft!ce 

* Artps, ubi fap. p. 105, 

they 



thoy GO&ti0ue &x fqv^eral moroiogs aftes the, burisii^ ' ^nch 
are the fnnesdi ceremonies obfefved' on the GM C^^,, ' la 
difierent kingdoms they aimitbf fome variation ; but as. U' 
would be tedious to mention ^very parncular^ we hsvse ovisf. 
recited the moft general, and thofe that are confirmed fa^ \ 
the jdnt teftimony of all the beft authofities. We fhail now- 
proceed with aU poi&bk brevity to their ceUgioua mnetsiaiid. 
\ luperftiti(ms. 

As to the religion of the CMC^^ it id divided into A 
variety of fefls^ and branched oiU into a variety of dif&neac 
opinions, proportioned t<;^ the number o£ nations, ^v« maj 
fay families, on the coaA ; for ^ere is hardly a perfbn that^ 
has not his own peculiar mode of thinking on xlm fbbjefiL. 
Haweter, as it would be endlefa tQ recke every particobrt 
o^nion>- we ihall- fpeaki only of th^fe putiic forms ia whifi&« 
a^ the negroes agree. 
nene^roes ^^^^ almoft. ail tq a man bdievo in: one true €xod> the. 
h/ufve in Creator of the world, and of every thing in it; his OBmipotence. 
tie true being the only attribute of the deity, of which they ba;v:eOiu 
God, the diftinft idea* 4^tus reports, that if they . are defijred 3m, 
Creator of ^Xiplaln their religion, their aqfwer is fraught with ab&% 
ihi worU, dities^nd contradidlions to the firft principles of reaiba; aa( ' 
when one^ takes, the trouble to refute their inconfiftesK38%< 
their reply is, that they had their religion from d:mfetkAgrit ^ 
or priefts, who- had it from the f^ticits', and they irom^God 
iomfelf K Be/man beUeres^ that tkiSf are ohdiged to tke 
§ur&iemA for their idea of the time God ; and his Dea£Diis.^id^. 
> that they never make any offerings to him, or invoke hi»i» kf 

ikmi^ diApefs; which, in his'opitiion, is a prefumptive psoof 
that they had other gods befor<e they acquired aniy xdes^cf 
|be trioe Qod, and diat they believe their fetiches^ more ii»- 
tfureft^d in human aiiairs, aa they aipptjr- to thenn iaall their 
^difficulties. He offers another reafon^ of whidb^ we miift 
ieknowlege, we do not perceive the force ; thi? is ti^ itaiktgr 
^ opinions i^aintained concerning the enealion^ fisne h» 
tlevipg that the* world was formed by Ananfcl^ op :a gfot 
Kfiid^' ; others ajttributii^ it, and particularly man'screation^ • 
I© God "^ (B). 

To 



^ Artus, apud De Bruy, p. 41. & feq. » Bosman^ ep. la 

(B) Man's creation they af- was any difference in time, tte 
fert to have happened in the blacks had the priority. Ta 
following manner. In the be- thefe, two forts of favDurs w^rt 
ginning, black as well as white prefented, to the blacks, gold, 
men wtre created; nay, if there and to the whites^ the know- 
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Ta feveral' queftions^ which Artus propofod to theai con^ 
cfiniog the deicy, they replied, that he wa» blacky but nut 
dueYoas, taking pleafure in affli£liog them with a ttatoulj^ 
mis. God is palrtialy they imagine, \o xh& Eurc^eanSy and 
&eats them as his own children. In particular, he is kindes 
to the Dutch than to tjiem ; elfe why does he gkre. them fine 
deaths, jQlks, ivory, and brandy ?•- y^r/z<x told them, that it 
was plain the deity did not negleft them by bis beftowing 
on * ^em gold, palm^-wine^ fruits, cows, goats, fowi$, and 
fiih ; but he found it. impoffible to convince them, that thefe 
'Wtaie God's gifts. The earth, fay th^, gives gold, if w« 
take the trouble of digging it; it, likewise furni/hes corni 
wine, and' fruits, if we c^ltivate them. The beafts of the 
fidd beget each other without God's aififiance^* and the fiea 
pfbduces fifh ; but before we can ufe any of them, we are 
fonred to toil and labour, without which we might ftarve $ 
confeqnently we owe no obligation to God* However, they 
acknowlege, that rain is fcnt by God, without which the 
earth would produce nothing; he is therefore the means ^ .not 
libt caufsyoi thofegood things. With all their advantages; 
they believe themfdves very hardly treated, and not upon ^ 
iboting with Europeans, who abound, in fuch a variety of 
Rserdiandize, which, in thdr opinion, grow up without 
troubk or labour, as gold does in Africa °. 

According to Des Marchais, they believe not only that 
God is black, but their priefts aflure them, that they frci 
quently fee him at the foot of ^fetiche tree, in the fliape of * 
hrge black dog : fuch is the afcendant, thofe holy villains 
&ave acquired over the underftandings of this ignorant, flip 
pehQitious, and credulous people. 
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y^ of arts and fdences. It 
mu from choice, that the blacks 
kad gold for their (hare, and to 
punim their avarice, it was de- 
creed they fhould ever be (laves 
tp the white men; intimating 
by this, the fuperiority of ge- 
nius over fortune. They are 
folly perfaaded, that no coun- 
try but Africa "produces gold, 
si&d that Macks can never attain 
the knowlege of letters. Others 
again affirm, that man origi- 



nally was of a- different ihape 
from what he appears now,, the 
parts ferving for the diftin£lioa 
of fexes being placed more in 
"new for the convenience of 
propagation. If you enquire 
into the caufe of this change, 
they reply, that God did it from 
a regard to modefty, as foon as* 
the world became fufRciendy 
populous, to prefer /e the fpe-* 
cies by the prefcntlhape (2). 
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^he ideas There are a number of negroes, who believe in two ft< 
ihc negroes premc deities, the one white, whom they. , call boffuntfAe- 
entertain other black, and by them called jangu man, or the good 
9fthe Su' rnan, Des Marchais and Lahat fcrupie not to affirm, :thtt 
freme ^j^g ^^ |^25 eftablifhed a real cmpti e in the minds of theizy* 
'^^' groeSy and that his power is by no means owing either to tfa» 
credulity or ignorance. " The negroes," fa-y they, 5* haw 
not only affirmed that they have been beat in the night, 
by feme fupernatural beiug, but they have often been 
heard to cry out difmally in the dark, and found itremlde- 
ing in their huts, with marks of violence upon them^ whfi& 
** not a human veftige or footftep could be traced ; infomudi 
** that they have kept their beds for months after." Do nw 
owe this account to the credulity of the hiftorians, or to the 
impofture and villainy of the niegro piiefts ? • It is probable, 
indeed, that if there be any truth in the relation, this mirade 
15 wrought by thofe pious rogues, to induce the unhappy 
fofferer to appeafe the denwn by offerings <>. 

Dapper fays, that the negroes facrifice and make ofEsr- 
ings immediately to the devil \ but Bo/man affirms, thatdl'^ 
their devotion is paid to the prieft, the mediator between 
them and their divinities. Nothing religious is under takso 
Without the prieft. When they are inclined to make ofifer- 
ings to their idols, they cry, let us make fetiche ; by whioh 
they exprefs as much, as, let us fee or hear what our God 
feith through the mouth of his fervant, the fetichere or 
prieft. If they are injured, the fetichere is employed to pro- 
cure vengeance, by exorcifmg certain victuals and driok, 
\p|iich they ftrew in the way of the enemy, firmly believing, 
that he who taftes of it ft\all furely die foon after. If ths 
the perfon for whom the fnare is laid is by any means ap- 
prifed of it, and under the neceffity of paffing that road, 'he 
orders himfelf to be carried over the food fo exorcifcd, 
knowing that the charm lofes its virtue by avoiding to touch ■ 
It, and is quite innocent with refpeft to every other perfon. 
If a negro is robbed, he makes ufe of fimilar m.ea|js for .the 
difcovery, and condign puniftiment of the criminal; and fb 
obftinately bigotted are they in the efficacy of this method, 
that an hundred inftances produced of its impotence, would 
not alter their fqntiments. Yet if any perfon is taken ia 
the aft of laying the charm, he is punilhed with deaiii, 
whatever be the nature of the injury he has received. . Thts 
tvc fee a cuftom univerfally prevail in a country, though it 

• Des Marchais, t. i. p. 300. Lab^at, t. ii. p. 55.'^ 
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tie coouary to Uw, by which the civil and eccleiiaftical coo* 
fticu4op run counter to each other p. 

</Vti. promires of importance and obligatory paths, sLVcO/thg 
ton^Oiea by Fetiches ; for on thcfe occafions they always obligatory 
cry, *' let us iii coofirmation make Fetiches.'' When they draught. 
driok this (^ligatory draught, it is ufually accompanied with. 
ta imj^ecatio^, that the Fetiche n>ay deftroy them i£ they 
fail in the peiformaace of their promifc, or the fmalleft 
tittle of their eJ^g^mcnts : and every perfon entering into 
' i^ay obligation miiif go through the ceremony of fwallowing 
tbe draught; the ipe^lators judging by tne facility \vitu 
ivhlch it pafle$ down, whether he is difpofed or able to exe- 
cute what he has undertaken. When one nation is hired or 
eagaged, by treaty to aflift another, all the chiefs drink this ■ 
Uqupr, wHch, we are told, is nothing more than the pure 
jdement of water, with an imprecation, that the />/;VA^ may 
^baudon them. If they do not aiUft with their utmoA force 
to extirpate the enemy : but oaths of this nature have been 
io fr^Deotly violated by nations and individuals, that they 
are fallen ioto difrepute. Be0des, the negroes have con- 
^ved a fubterfu^, and method o£abfolving thcmfelves from 
the obligation;, taking the money or effefts of the oppoiite 
party, aod afting diametrically contrary to their engage- 
jxients. This they pffcftby means of the prieft, their great 
ioArument of aJl fraud and impofture : for having entered 
.open this obligation before him, they doubt not but he has 
the fewer of ^folution as well as puniftiment in his hands. 
A bribe gains him over ; and thus they make a traffick of 
honour, Jionefty, ai^d confcience. To prevent the confe- 
^queiices of thoife frauds, fome negroes are fo politic, that, 
before, the party takes his obligation, the prieft is fir ft fworn 
:and obliged to drink the oath draughty with the fame impre- . 
rations, mould he ever give atWblution without the unanimous 
x:ofi&nt of all parties engaged in the contraft. By this means, 
-jays Bofhian^ oaths arfe religioufly kept, and punftually per- 
'fonned : yet we are told by Barbot^ that the prieft is not 
whholit his falvo even in tlvs cafe, though he does^ not 
£nocur us wi^h the mode of his eqlvocation, which muft 
neceflajdly be curious *i. ' ' 

. If a negro is interrogated about the confequence <^ falflfy- 

.iag fuch an oath, his reply is, that the perjured perfon ftiall 

be fwcllcd with the liquor till he burfts ; or, \t he {hould 

«fcape that, a uo lefs fure though flower puniihmeat will 

f Dapper apud Frevoft, torn. V. p. 243. ^ Bosmait, 

cpift. 10. 
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follow, by means of feme chronical, languiilhing, and waffin^ 

difeafe. The firft generally hapjpens to women, tvho jmrgjft 

thcmfelves by a falfe oath of an accufatioA of adultery^ mc 

latter to men in cafes of thievery, robbery, and breadid 

truft ; for in all thefe inftances it is ufed by way of /arjprr 

tion as well as obligation. In a word, the methods of noffi^ 

religion fubfervient to the worft of purpofes are fo wiod 

and numerous, that a recital of them would equally IhoiJ 

and fatigue the reader. We fliall therefore content oorfilta 

with relating the following, affirmed the moft faaed attd 

Another folemn of all oaths. Every prieft hath his peculiar idol; pre* 

form of pared and adjufted in a manner peculiar to himfelf, and 

obligatory agreeable to his own fancy ; but this form is almoft gendrf. 

path* A large wooden pipe is filled with hair, blood, feathers, o^ 

earth, human and brute bones, as well as all kinds of fflth, 

dirt, and excrements. Direftly oppofite to, this pipe the 

negro to be fworn is placed, who alks the name of the SM\ 

for each has its appellation. When he is made acquMUttd 

with this particular, he recites at large the contents tf Ae 

obligation he is to take upon him, xdling the Fetiche by fef 

name, and making it his requeft, that the idol may pnniA 

him with death if he ,does not fulfil his vow, or if he fwears 

falfly. Then going round to the other extremity of Ac 

pipe, he repeats the oath, after which he returns to tte 

plaice where he firft flood, and recites it a third time.' T16 

done, the prieft takes fonie of the above ingrediedts out oftte 

pipe, with which he befmears the juror's head, arms, Mlf, 

and legs ; and holding the remainder over his head he ^m 

it three whirls round, taking the utmoft care that not a par* 

tide ftiall fall. He then cuts off a bit of the nail of a fihget 

of each hand, and a toe of each foot, together with a lock 

of hair from the head, all which he puts into the pipe, and 

clofes the ceremony. Nothing- could . be more ridiculous 't6 

an EngHJb reader, if he had not feen rites nearly as abford 

performed in neighbouring countries : a proof that however 

civiliied human nature may be, it cannot intirely be purged 

of a mixture of weaknefs and folly'. 

7he nei^ When the negroes propofe entering upon a war,^ a jbuf* 

gtoes con- ney, a bargain, or any bufinefs of importance, they firft c6b* 

fult the fult their gods, by means of their common mediator, tM 

Fetiche in prieft, concerning the event of their undertaking. THoJJ 

all cafes of QX2i(lt'^ are generally wrapt up in great obfcurities, and cap* 

import" jjjg^ jji^g jj^QJ-g ^f i)£jpfjQs^ of being interpreted according » 

^*^''' the fane J of the enquirer; but ibould they ever happ^to 

^ BosMAK^ epill. 10* 
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ty^jdear aad CT^plicit, then they never fail of being favourable. 
ifk this cafe the grateful votary can do no lefs than exprefs 
ik tha&ks by liberal prefent^ tothieprieft ; (heep, hogs, fowls, 
4ogB, cats, and gold, are offered up to the idol, in truft with 
bis .minifler the prieft, who, like the miniilers of earthly 
i^yverelgos, is fure of not failing^to'obey the firft principle of 
Bature» felf4ntereji. If the prieft be determined to oblige 
^ qiierent in a particular manner, the queflions are put to 
the Uol in his presence, and ufuaily in one of the two fol* 
^wii^ methods. The firft way is by a bundle of about 
twenty jfmall bits of leath^, in the middle of which are con* 
tained materials of the fame nature as they ufe in the pipes. 
Some of thefe ingredients indicate good, fome bad fortune. 
Xhis bundle the prieft fhuffles into a variety of forms, and 
if the fame ingredients occur frequently, then the querent's 
£ite is clear, and he is perfefUy aflured of his future for- 
tune. Here, however, the prieft afts with his ufual addrefs ; 
for by habit he acquires fuch a flight of hand, that he turns 
up wjiicb of the ingredients he has a mind ; and if he ev^ 
gives a difcouraging refponfe, it is only with a view of ex- 
torting larger olFerings to appeafe.the incenfed deity ^ 

. The fecond method of conlulting their deities is by a 
iort of wild chefnut, which tl;)ey pretend to take up, and 
iet fall again by accident. Hence the prieft draws his pre- 
didUons by the number falling, whether even or odd. In a 
iivord, their clergy are the moft crafty, fly, and infinuating 
feft in the world, their cunning to be exceeded only by the 
/^reduli^, fimplicity, and ignorande of the laity. Every view 
of the former is direAed towards their own intereft, and the 
gr^^ficaiion of their avarice, ambition, and luft, by the 
gr&&ft in^pofitions ; and of the latter, to a blind obedience 
and toul iubverfion of every diftinguifliing principle of huma-. 
jDity. Should the event falilfy the predifton, the craft; 
jprieft is nevef at a lofs for an excufe to palliate his knavery $ 
either, the facred rites were not duly performed ; fome part 
wa* luitried carelefly over, or wholly omitted ; the god Is 
enrag^, and the bufinefs crofted aud unfuccefsful. AU thig 
.is bellied with an aftonifliing credulity ; the people them- 
fdiVesi being ingenious in finding fufHcient excufes for the 
prieft. He is never accufed^ of falihood ; and if the nation 
ln^ ruined, his reputation remains fecure, untouched, and in 
the^higbeft credit t but ftiould his prediiflion be verified by 
the event, then he is a holy and divine man, his chara^er is 
raifed to the higheft pinnacle of fame, and bis veracity io far 
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above the reach of malice, (hat he mfay Ik hh HASi^th 

after ^ ' ' » » 

Public re- PUBLIC religiou^ exercifes of a whole taf&m ar^'tflfti 
ligioutci' upon account of droughts, lioodl, barrea aiMl mitfeA l i jf 
rtunonies. feafons, on which occafions the governors liad chicf-m^D 
repair to their idols with offering^, either for (he piHie 
good, or their own particular affairs. Thofe ceremoi^ iftie 
performed in groves, which dre held fo facrei, that t6 Mk 
them by any natural office of the body, to cut, )>hick, of kiji&t 
the fmalleft twig, is highly criminal, and puni&ed ^^,'W 
leaft, a malediftion, and the cenfure of the prieft^, wKchid 
its effefts is not lefs fevere than a popifh anathema. WKen 
the chiefs of a lown or nation affemble, they confelt tfic 
priefts what meafures are the moft likely to remdve the pub- 
lic calamities, fquaring their conduft fcruJ>ttJteafly by tSdr 
counfel, and pubKfhing their decrees by a crier felt ov* Ac 
place. Whoever prefumes- to aft contrary to this orito is 
puniftied without mercy, it being even capital on-foraeoch^ 
fions to difobey the ecclcfiaftical power, Wfien dieir fifteries 
are on tlie decline, about Auguft and Septmiber^ the prSSb 
enjoin offerings to be made to the fca, this bethg tl^ titoe 
when great fhoals of lifli arrive on thecoaft: and y^ ib 
abfurdly blind is fuperflition, that the whole is attributed to 
the pious endeavours of the prieft ". 
Every ne- EvERT individual in Guiney hath his pccaltor\f»?fR}r; 
grohashis which they worfhip in iheir manner on that day of die i^ 
peculiar they happened to be born. This day they cill tfeek i^fm, 
fetiche, or, in Portnguefe, their ftin8e day, on which they arink nd 
palm wine befoie fun-fet. On this day they aref dreffid id 
white, and, as an emblem of their purity, befmdir mdi* 
^ bodies and cloaths with a kind of white loam or day. Tboft 
'of the better fafhion, and efpecially the chiefs cf the pfxt^ 
"have befides this birch-day another weekly feftivol, dedicated 
to their Fetiches y on which they kill a cock or -a ftcep, a 
facrifice merely nominal with refpeft to the gods, for it is 
confumcd by the priefts. Bofintzn hjs, indexed, thai H is 
'made a public feaft, of which the prieft enjoys no mor^ flflA 
be can eat at that meal. The whole mutton is put ^\rii to 
the fire, and every man eats as he thinks proper, littfc te^i 
being had to cleanlinefs or ceremony. The guts In ptrfto^ 
lar, ckanfed only by fqueezing out the ey rement? with ffidr 
'fingers, are cfteemcd a delicious regale, when boiled hi Water, 
with a little fait and Ottifiey pepper. This they call efuijeht 

V ^ Audi, cleat. ibiiL ^ Villault, & Barbo-T^ ?• JO^v 
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:^04'k)C^ vp^Jls the higheft luxury iq eatii^, vA moft ex* 

qoifile dauiCy that can be offered to the palate. The 

H^Uowpg ^^Uervadon of BoJm€n\, who was a rigid Calvinifiy 

f«tfl|s^faegkiivefiQtraDfo:ibe: ^< if it were pebble to con* 

'^v«t the-9€grDes to ths Chriftian religion, the Roinan 

. ** pahoRcs would probably .fucceed much better than w^ 

.A« ftio^td; becaufe tbej agrpe 10 ieveral particulars, efpe»> 

^ ciajily in th^ ridkuloua ceremonies* For, do the Romaniflt 

^* fd)fi^ poe or two days weekly froin SkBx, the negtpes 

^ kw thm <1^ when they refrain frcHU wine; which, 

*^ cpnfide»ng htiw great lovers they are of it, is fomewhat 

• '' icvere. The i?cffuif2|/f# have three allotted times for eating 

^ pe(^ar forts -of food^ or perhs^ps wholly abftaining from 

^* lti in ^(luch the n^oes out-do them ; for each perfon 

^' hece js forjudden thieedting of one fort of flefh or other. 

f* Ctee eats no mutton, another no goat's Q^fh, pork, wUd 

** &wl, tocks with white feathers, i;c. This reftraint t$ 

*^ not laid on them for a limited term, but for their whole 

^* iivies ; and if the Romanijts brag of the antiquity of their 

r'^ecd^aftkal commands, fo if you afk the negroes why 

.'^ they do l^his oc that, their anfjver is^^ becaufe their fore- 

*' Others ^ the fame, and it had becQ handed down from 

^ ooe age to another by tradition. The fon never eats 

'*^ yhat has been prohibited to the father, as the daughter 

4*' o^efi after the mother ; and this rule is fo inviolably . 

/'./QbfervjBdy that it would be impoffible to perfuade them to 

•^ ibe bjtwb it V 

The word fetiche in a ftriA fenfe (ignifies whatever repre- 

ibts their divinities ; but the precife ideas of the negroes 

lODoewi^g tfa^ir lefler gods, their dii minorcs, are pot well 

ladjuAedby^ authors, or even among the moil fenfible of then^* 

. wres. AMns^ fpeaking of the religion of the country, gives 

<he: foUowiag account of one Tour^ a fhrewd negro, with 

vrh^n he had made an acquaintance. '^ Tour^^ fays he, 

*' was always able to fatisfy my curiofity about the Fetiche : 

** he bdieves it able to proteA from dangers, or recover 

^ frapi ficknefs ; (b that in travail, or in any difeafe, they 

f^. m never without the Fetiche about them, whom they con- 

r^^-'ftantly apply to for health and fafety. Tour wore his 

"f*- '4ibout the leg'; and as conAantly as be had a dram, a 

- ** gla& of wine, <xr viAuals;, he dipped his finger and gave 

*^ ^he Fetiche a tafte. It is the general belief, that it both 

*^ fpeaks and fees; therefore when they are about to per- 

• ^ fosznaoy .aftion that ought not to be. done, th^ywrap the 

• BosM< epift. 10. ft 
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** Fetich iQ a rag, to prevent tales. Every tnah has* twbi 
thret^ or ^movt Fetiches, as fancy direfts ; one worn abddt 
him, or in his canoe, the reft at home ; bequeathing thetir/ 
as they prove ferviceable, from father to fon J^.** , Thtey ad^' 
only believe thofe material fubftanccs endowed with intelli- 
gence, and the power of doing them good or evil, birt alft 
that the prieft or Feticheer, being of their council, is ptWf^ 
to all that thofe divinities know, and thence acquainted with 
the moft fecrct thoughts and hidden anions of men. The 
houfliold or family Fetiche narrowly infpefts the conduA df 
every individual of the houfe, rewards and puniihes according . 
to their deferts. Their rewards confift in the multiplicati<5a 
of their wives and (laves, and the puniftimcnts in the wadt 
of thefe ; though the moft terrible of all puniftiments is 
death. It is this indeed that inflames their zeal in religious 
rites, and occafions their rigid abftinence from every fort of 
food prohibited by fupefftitlon ; believing thfey (hould die in 
the aft. Murder, adultery, ftealth, and robbery, are com- 
paratively but venial. flips ; nay, they are in a maimer no fitfs 
at all, fm^e they can be expiated by money ; but the eiatilig 
a fpecies of food, forbidden in the family, is a crime of fo 
black a complexion, as admits of no atonement or com<» 
pcnfation*. 
Vbe great Atkiks relates, that at Cape Coaji there is a public gnai^ 
Fedche dlan Fetiche^ the higheft in power and dignity. Thk'^xaltcjll 
tff Cape Fetiche is a peninfular rock, that projefts into the fea froA 
Coaflf the bottom of th^ cliff on which the caftle is built, making 
a fort of cover for landing, but unfafe. Some years before 
the author wrote, a fleet of fifliing canoes had been drfl 
away by a ftrong foutherly wind near this pcnnt, iatid ite 
negroes religioufly attributed the calamity to fome omiflioa 
of the fleet to this divinity, called Tahra* The accident hap- 
pening upon Tuefday, that day has ever fmce been kept holy, 
and fet apart for idlenefs, finging, dancing, and |-ior. To 
this rock the prieft facrifices yearly a goat and fome rufl^ 
eating and drinking a part of the facrifice, and throwing the 
reft into the fea, with ridiculous geftures and ftrange \tsH^ 
cations, affuring the fpeftators that he receives verbal- rfd- 
fwers from Tahra, what times and feafons will be propitious ; 
and for this intelligence every fifticrman prefents him with 
an acknowledgment fuited to his ability *. 
\ Besides this fuperior Fetiche, €vtty feparate canton or 

diftrift has its peculiar Fetiche, inferior to the Tabra i^fCafe 
C^Ji, but of a higher quality than the Lares, or domeftic ^^. 

I P. 64. *JBos. epift, lo. * Atkins, ubi fapra. 
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A>^^KMiiMa|ii)> a tree, a large rock, fiih, or peculiar fowl. Is 
raKed to t)^ high diftinftion, and the honour of being the 
siaticmal divinity. A nc^gro, whq accidentally kills a Fetiche^ 
fawl or hScL^ is thought fuffidently puniihed by the horrid 
a£b; but an Eun^an who fhould do the fame, would be 
fi^ppoled to have done it with deCgn^ and thence in great 
dkoig^er of his life. Petro de Diagfo relates in his Natural NatioiuU 
Hi/tary^ that he had feen at Fredericjhurgh the Fetiche bird Fctichc«# 
of that country, a little bird, the ilze of a wren, with the biU 
of a lia&ety the ground of the plumage of a dark brown^ 
but the external feathers fpeckkd with black and white (C). 
Aa Euraftean had the misfortune to kill one of thefe birds, 
and it was with the utmoft difficulty the governor could fave 
his life, or prevent an infurredllon of the natives. Should 
this .i^pU*red bird chance to fly. round or over any particular 
bottte, the omen is deemed aufpicious, and every perfon 
belaoging to the £unily prefles to have a fight of him, and 
to feed him, Thofe negroes who meet with it on a journey 
bdieve themfelves deflined to good fortune ; nor can ev£Q 
experience cure them of their fuperflition. They look upon 
this favour as a lingular mark of the Fetiche's proteflion ; 
an4» in expeftation of meeting with it, conllantly carry 
about them a little pot of water, a few grains of corn, and* ^ 
blades of grafs for its nouriihment. Every £eld and wood 
prefbntsnumberlefs inftances of this refpc^l for their national 
Fiticbe : but this is peculiar to the country round Fredericf' 

Among trees the palm has the preheminence, this being 
idways' deified, and m particular that fpccies of it called 
tigoanamf becaufe it is the moA beautiful and numerous. 
Pfie ihalLmeet in every place a variety of thofe trees, which 
hegr the marks of their divinity ; for every negro that pafles ' 
eats off a fmall portion of the bark, which he forms into a 
bracelet or girdle, as an infallible prefervative. They are 
perfuaded, that cutting down an ajfoanam tree would be 
jittended with a dearth of' fruit for that feafon, and imme- 
4ja(e bad confequenqss to themiblves; and, in ijfSp, ten 
Putchmmviex^ maflacred for m aftion of this nature (D). 
. : . - Nothing 

* Atkiks apud Pr^voft, torn. v. 1. ix. c. 7. 

(C) Barbpt calls this bird the blance its note bears , to the 
ihtem (3), others call it the bellowing of a buU (4). 
Ml birdy from fome refem- (D) This is a fad diifcrent 

(3) Barbft, >]309^ (4) f 'wg/f, /.Jv. /. uc. jf. 7. 
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Kothihg tin be more profound thinf thfe kdixifdlMl^ ^Wiid 

they pay to thcfe Fetiches, and thecortfecteBCfc ^SitfhshtM 

their power :- but thcfe mddeS of WorAip-t^y iti- iSStsnA 

cantons, and die Fetiche of one ^vxmnct is ifcrhbfly *tf)^ 

hi another (E). ' • " •■ 

7 hi notions IfHfe ideas thd negroes cntferi;aiil of a flittrrfeiHlte Sffc m*' 

tife negroes ^^j. Some hold, that jrtimfediittdy upon thfe ^IB df «if 

bawf^a ^^^^ \^ js removed into another \frorld,^ urtifare hfe sffiifllil 

Z*''"^* the ycry faitte cha'raftcr in which he lived ia dS^i infd ftp- 

^^^' |)orts himfelf by the ofFermgs and fkcrifitcs hii fnitt* uliftJie 

-after his departure. Bo/man affirnis, that the greats AuA* 

ber of negroes have no idea of future re\i^^rd^ and fHmift*^ 

inents annexed to the good or evil alftioqs of tfiii lift, Jl 

few, ho^Vever, he allo\ji^s have fbnie grofe rioUttnS bf ftwMl' 

^ judgments, which confift in being ^Varad a'^j^ to i ftlribtt4' 

river, fituated irt'a diftant inland country, ^callt^ Bt^pis^i^, 

Here their god interrogates them coticefning the life. 

have led, whether they han^e reiigioufly kept thfe holy 

dedicated to Fetiche, abftained fi'om ail meats, and iiivfdfcl^ 

kept their oaths ? If they can ahfwter truly in the affirmitt^ 

they are conveyed over the river tto a land aboiindlhg in ettfj 

felicity, luxury, and human delight. If, on the contftiff) 

the departed hath fmned againft any of the ^bott caj^tll' 

jpillars of their religion, then the god plonfeei hhn into tfct 

river, where he is buried in eternal oblivion. Others agA 

believg in a kind of metempfychojis ; that they HitlA be tiw 

ported to the land of white men^ altered to that com^lejf^» 

from what we have related to and \<ras toM it wai ^Aftred A 

have happened at CommenJo ; appeafe their Feib^ Who hA 

for ther^ the Dutch cut down been beareh. His twrjtiit^ 

the trees in contempt, here out leading him to egeatiii»e di^. 

of ignorance. leaves, which feemied. tp l^V 

(E) Whep Vittault was at the aquatic kind, he wjasgai)! 

Frederic/bur^, he faw at the to touch them, when, ftattii^ 

dp or of a negro cottage, a man with furprize, the negro tfljff 

and woman bufied in killing a him, that touching any paftSF 

fowl, and fprinkling the blood the fowls or leaves ^6ttti4 W 

upon certain leaves which they attended with im«ie<fiatb'\J«»Ai? 

had ranged along the groifnd, upon which Villauk ordcidf 

crying out, ** mc cufa, mi cufa /" hi« fervant to |:ake .Aip bolfet'lt 

may it proiefropitious ! Vtllault boil them and eat thei»|^;4>fl| 

did not interrupt them dar^ag withftanding which be hy.cd*^ 

the ceremony ; but as foon as but did not Conviiide ^j^ 

it was iinifhed he enquired into groes (j), ' ' 

th^ QCcafion ef the (acrilice, 

(5) ^#/i^if4f, /. 103. ' . ' I 

ftod 




aM Md^NVHi with A foui fimla^ nr dielfft : but this is ^e 
i^6btfie oblf tf thofe T^fao diinit highif of the iQCcIledhnt 
htKySs^ of iht Avhhe lAeo S 

:.nPH4i hdfiAd m^«ft^ tell the riiarlthne t^egroet^ that; ma 
aiftftHc imeridr tdotitr;/ sliere liirn a greu f^tkbnr^ hi a 
^fSflMil *hiM!&^ aMi)br)CGr (tf -am«ordiffinry 11^^ hitting 
im& th<l«lHJi)6tit$. M hie tmcttiafid, changhsg the wuids aind . 
^itaiMf ffl htft f)I«diiref Hvitig' in a hotife uncovered^ jn 
idyi$%iluft#fred froift tbt ram Mid f^ght^^dttvi* perftadjlt 
itt»|ii*fited hoi Miy tritH fiU paft ostiirri^iiceSi but foreiclliAg 
fymie «tefte^ mHth aft ftyiidi certain^ ds if they "orere tefibre 
ilirtye^, n^d, lalUy; earing ail maafia* of dKeafes. ^ All p^^ 
fttis HI hi^ vkhtity sik-G estamified before him alF^er d^daxhi 
ahbcM tk^ir \:oQduift app^r unTatkfa^t^, ht kills them % 
AmiA tittiej, ^ith a lafge club thsit allvayd tks before hht 
d^ ^ but If thbiir lites ahd eonyerfatieh hat>e is^n dev&uti 
liMs, Hfkd <(^ji^jplary» theti h^ fumifhdi^ theti with stpaff- 
!^ txy a ftace of trtie clnd p^€6l tiHidty. H^tsca pndceedi 
dsep teil^ratibn In ^hieh they h<4d this prieft, eft^eniit^ 
h^ IrtUe i^flnlol- to a god. So (lily indeed had this arth- 
!%l)^di(to^ infthua^ed a notion of his pawtr imo the minds ^of 
^ih^ fimple iviietohes, that he liveis in the pomp and aflo- 
0i^4f royalty, iind finds conftant refources in the aihpl^ 
faith and bKifid ighm^nce bf his fimpte votaries^. Thus iA 
VHfk^ % frieft m4y be a conjurer frodi* hiSowti nattiral 
^MF^rlH ftttfi 'that p^rften <rf eHtraordinaty tiknt .g^n him 
%4bfel>fe}ty V ifo'J5«irt^*ttir^les sirt'wfought oftly by a eon* 
^iV^ffd^ With th<i ^€ti!'^ at leaft this is the opinion <>£ th* 
fc«^ %»ifs %* perbf^lt. 

vfl^^tVfeia, the htejgWE)6fe aric tKrt: Igftdrtrtit of Ae ^UevajheiriJtft 
M*bfti they bcliete % Ihalfeibtis, ill-ftiitijwtd, deceitful bring, e^ '*< 
JftftaM&Sg i li^hltfe ^Itk. gojhtiih ditoles «iat they Jimy ot-^-^''- 
fc«A* to Mtti, fe* htdA^fe* ffu^hW tef»e alfifrfifited . Dapped 
a^ikibilik itSlt^, liftAt a neg^ jie1/<er dt^l^lLS or eatis bat a 
yfftfSoh tf tath 4§ fi$}t <0ti Ae gi^ovitid>. for ^e ^ of -this iti- 
l^lt b^il$ : m& t(S9^m ^Yiom ^e ))kiaiAk!e-, bat 'afTem, 
l|^\AiB^«r}K>fe 6f It 1^ teft xsflPerlng tci Ifae fu^Vite, ^or fenab 
deceafed relation. Inftead of having any kind of Worlhi^ 
Md^iiih, ^1» tferB is'^xdtxiif^ ^t of bit *theil- \0^n^ at 
Wed «!ftifM^, ^fd "^mi Jtmdii:tid6 of Hiet^etnorff. ^i^b&lt, 
ilftofir, ^d rifinvft, Klid $!fl^ ^Kte ¥lc»Mo«is faix^e a^ed ^t 
iiam, Hifht^ Ik Is patftMlfed "Irith Ih^ i|gh(>aleft c^eiEnony. 
Tifc ^<ie^^ %r pi^^tMM b^% ftaft Htf ^ht •daVs, Qdcom- 

* BosM^Nj epift. .i0« f Idem. ibid. Etiasn Barbot, 

fjoa. 

.»M- 9 panied 
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fAQied with fingisg» dandng; 09irth» and all maa!Die^i:7^iff^^^ 
yity. Pafquinades, lampoons, and fatires, are now peiiu^(«dt: 
and the a£tioQS of their fuperiors laid open, with all lr«fido^* 
^nd exemption from pnnifhment. They ling their &^g^; 
frauds, and villainies, with the fame liberty as upon-oth^ 
occafions they do their virtues ; but with a higher reliih» ^ 
if viewing the weaker fide of human nature were thfi mofv* 
{deafing office : nor have the, great any othef metlMHl M^ 
flopping the torrent of abufe, than by plying thena heariil]! 
with liquor, which has the extraordinary quality of Curail^ 
inftantaneonfly the blackeft loces into the pureft vktcKis, fad^« 
into panegyric ; the one as difgufting, as the other wa$ odioi&» 
On the eighth day, in the mornings the devil is hontedoot* 
of the- town or village, all running after each o^ier, and t^Q. 
whole body of inhabitants employed in throwing ftajces, Amq^ 
dirt, and excrements at the fiend. After this they rptns^: . 
and conclude th&day with the fame feftivity with whicb tb?. 
hjegan. ' Hence it appears,, that the negroes believe ihere ;v^ 
more than oncdsvil^ or at leaft admit of the ulnquity ^. 
divifibility of the evil fpirit ; for he is driven out of imf^, 
hundreds of filaces on die fame hour and day ; and, as a py;f» 
ventive to infure them againil his return, the women jko^, 
all the hpilfes, wooden platei, veflels, and other furni we^ 
to purge them of all uncleannefs and the deyil^. 
J gigantic ^^^ negroes oi AnU Ukewife cairy.this ci^emonj^ to-a 
idolnvor- great length; though they, miferable wretches ! areharraflbi 
Jhifftd hy with a worfe fiend, whom they have railed to the d^oirf of 
iht ne* of a god. This god is a prodigious g^tnt, having one is4f{ 
irm. of his body found, the other putrid and rotten, which^^ 
any perfon chances to touch, be immediatdy falls down d^: 
' ' an opinion the natives as firmly believe as they do their owa 
e^iftence. . To appeafe him they are c<Hitinual|y^ mstking M^ 
offerings ; to which purpofe thoufands of veflels, filled wi^ 
' the beA food the country affords, are daily prefented to hi«i 
apd the fostid god wallows in profufion and lu|Lury, whi|e 
half his votaries fiarve, to enable them to perform their ^^ 
gipus rites, and fltcw their gratitude to the god for.<kMi^ 
. nothing* ... .^y 

n^iropi' They are well affured of the. reality of ghofis,;.ipip% 
nionof and apparitions; that they walk up and down the ear|b| 
ghofisand terrify, diAurb, and beat people, efpecially the unbeliev(l?i' 
j^ftts. Thus, when a neighbour dies, the whole village is undqr^t^c 
utmofl dread and terrible apprehj^nfion, proceeding froQ^o 
opinion, that the deceafed appears for feverid nights fuccd« 

^ Au£l. ult, citat. ibid. 
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Ihidjr afeoothid late dwelling. ' Here the pricft is likewifc of 

Lnj^drtiftcej for he is fuppofed to have the power of appeafing 

tbefptrit, by means of certain rites and exorcifms, which, 

like aS -die others, conclude in his own emolument. Jrtus 

p^* the following account of a ceremony peculiar to this 

oteafioQ, although Barht fpeaks of it asa rite in honour of 

ikiPFHkhed On the day after the deceafe of any perfon of 

td^i^^on, a fquare table, fupported by pillars feven feet 

hi|^i is erefted near the houfe of the defunft. Upon this 

is* {diced the Fetiche of the family, furrounded with the 

beff provifions the heirs can afford, and attended by the 

•pfM. As foon as the company have fatisfied themfelves a!f 

tif'the quality of provifions laid down, they retire for the 

dfefy, aiid, returning at night, find all the viAuals removed, 

vAMi they attribute to the fpirit, who, having pronded 

him(^ with his viaikttm, has now taken his flight to the 

<*bfer world. Othdr writers fay, that moft of the negroes 

bdk^e the Fetiche has fwept clean the table, doing honour 

td'the feaft by an ebctraordinary appetite which he procures 

ftir die occafion ^. Jtkins fays, that the negroes ufe circum- 

dlkm, prayers, and ablutions, and feem to have an iqdijftinA , 

idea of futurity. They believe, that good men (hall, after 

dcaii,'enjoy happihefs, and bad men mifery ; that the former 

ftall live with fine women upon luxurious diet ; and the 

latter ftroU vagrants round the earth, always in motion, 

always unh'^ppy, never tafting repofe or felicity. 

"We Ihall cbnclude this article with fome obfervations from >j- - 

iofinan concerning their equation of time, fis they properly ^/y^^JL,, 

feloDg to the fubjeft of religion. The negroes in general, J ti^f^g 

thbttgh this cannot be applied ta particular countries, have among th 

iiofolcmh feftivals, befides one at the conclufion of their ^f^r^^j. 

fiwteft, which they call a/^z/r, and that we have juft related 

rf exorcifing th^ devil; nor have they any dlflinAion or'di- 

^on of time, except what they have been taught by Euro* 

fedtu. Months and weeks were intirely unknown to them, 

th& method of reckoning being by the fhining of the moon, 

BO Blatter whether in the change or in the quarters. Plence 

they determined their, feafons for fowing the different kinds 

J^gtiin. However, it is probable, that the divi^lo^ of time 

into Weeks and days cannot be of very late date, as each 

fiave their peculiar names, which are perfeftly familiar even 

^ childreBh. Thdr fabbath falls upon the Tue/day, except 

it Ante, where it happens on Friday, and differs from other 

^ B&sii. epiil. la Ba«^bot« p. 303. 

days 
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days ia i?othiqg but that they abftaia from 61k, -^ other 
kinds of food and employments beiiig pertaicted wit];iOiut 9sg 
reftraint*. ' • . . 

The negroes of the interior countries divide ^tue into 
fortuoate and unfortunate days. In feme countries the gr^ai 
iipfortunate days arc nineteen ; aad the i^jffir, whidl» lU&r 

. from the other, feven. Between theie intervene feT^ iifi^x- 
c^e daySy which is a fort of vacation from all oo^psf0m 

' «ad bodily labour. At ^f i/<»9i^ thefe periods. ar« otiwrBfij 
with more fuperftiti<m than in any other kingdom ; Ibr, he- 
iides ceafjng from labour, they will even itofufe to acoepitof 
prefents made to them on thefe daya, and look upon if asr«B 
.^ont upon them to make any propofition, howevi^ udv^ 
tageous to their intereft. They are iatirely ignoraz^ of the 
origin of thefe cuAoms ; but it is pK>bab}e, that, fikp other 

, fuperfti/tions, they aroie from obferving that fome ieadi|)g 
perfons had been fortunate or unfortunate on iocli d^ 
whence it came to be eftablifhed into a rule, for the coodm 
of his future life, which others, induced by his cscampk, 
copied. The inhaWtants of different jcountries vary grainy 
In this particular. la fome the lucky days are obfervtd, 
« while the unlucky ones are no lefs religioufly k^pi in l)]e 

next neighbouring country ; but the maritime n^grbesifif' 
regard aU diftinftions, and efteem one 4ay the f^me imb 
another \ , 

This we think fufficieat on the article of reli^on, whidi 
is fo fraught widi abfurdity, that, to relate evo-y particiUar, 
would fwell to an enormous volume. 

> BosM. ibid. ^ Bahsot, ibid. VitLAViLT« p. 170. 
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S E C T- IV. 

Of the GovemmiKl, Nobility^ inferior Clafes of Mm^ 
Im&s $f Su€Ciffioih Rsgal Fe^Sy &g. &:c. uihong 
- ibi Negrites. 

AS reUgim is ftiOFC interwoven with die peculiar mamiers 
p of the ffeopk tba& the ciVi/ laws of the country, we 
have givea it the firft place in our accoimit. In faA» it is 
the grouiid of all theli:.maaner$y there beiog fcarce a particu- ^ 
larcuftom that is not in ibfne meafure occafioned, tinftured^ 
or coQx^6ied with fome religious ceremony or ridiculous 
foperftitioR. 

A« to the -government of the negroeSy it is in general* 
loofe, licemio;i»s, and irregular, which pi^eeds from ^ha - 
itde. aad oonfified authority of the eahceroes, the frequent ^/^^i^' 

. ^ttsrs and revolutions among them. Their forms of govern* ^f!^^^ 
Dttettt are divided 'into five different kmds, each having fome- f^g^^^^^ 

' thiag diftioift from the reft, and peculiar to itfelf (A). The^ , 
firilisthat of pare monarchy, where the king is defpotic $ 
ihfe fccond, a kind of ariftocracy, the chief power being . 

- kdgol in the hands of the cahoc^roes^ or chiefs ; but their 
ofBoe confifts in governing the little towns and villages Where 
theyjiefide, fupprefling tumults and riots, preferving peace 

. Mi good order, and executing the part ratl^r of magiftrates 
of^lioe than of the fupreme kgiilkture ; which indeed is 

. wholly unknown to many nations, where no general laws 
are eftabliflied, except religious ones, and a few in cafes of 
^rialtery, Th« third form of government, or rather clafs of 
})coplej confifts of thofe who have acquired weight and in- 
fluence from their great wealth; and this body fome have 
reprcfentfed as the nobility. The fourth is an abfolute de- 
inocracy, where every individual has a /bare in the govern*- 
3Jiieot, and all are upon an equality in refpeft of dignity and 
'po^er, however they may differ in wealth. And, laftly, 
the fifth ^confifts, of the flaves, thofe who have been fold by 
their parents, thdfe who were born flaves, or thofe wha have 
k«o reduced through poverty to this unhappy conditiorh. 
-What reafons might determine authors to call thefe different 
daffes of men, fo many different forms of government, we 
bi6w not ; fince It is certain, that in fome kingdoms they all 

It 

(A) Wken we gave tfie hif- try, wheace may be deduced 

^fy of Axim we had occafion agreat parcof theconftitucionil 

to (peak of three kincJs of go* hiUory of tlve whole coaft. 
vernmentf eciliar to that coun- 
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fu^Gft together. It is poilible, that, obferyii^ is (U(&r4^ 

places fometimes one clafs, fomctlmes another prevail^ db^ 

were led to imagine the fupreme authority was lodged in the. 

hands of thofe who appeared to be the^oft powerfuL The 

truth is, we know but little of this fubjeA^ fo coatradic* 

toryy unconne£ledy and abfurd, are the relations of all put, 

voyagers. 

7i^ rights ^^ general, through all the monarchies oiCuiney^ particu-, 

ofrcynl larly of the Cold Coqfts the crown defceads from father to 

fuccfffien. foQ by right of inheritance, and, in default of heir$ male^ it 

pafles to the nearell of blood; although fometimes a man's 

wealth in gold and Haves procures him this honour, in pee* 

judice to the.lawful heir. The inaugurauoa of kings is, iu 

few countries, attended with many pompous ceremoisks* 

They are feldom crowned in form, or required to take the 

coronation oath ufual in other countries ; a king is prefeoted 

to his people, he is feated in the beft apartment of the palace^ 

and one day's feftivity concludes the whole ceremony. Haw 

* ever, when a king is clefted who has no claim by bjirthr 

right, then an oath is adminiflered to him, obligi/ig hiQi.to 

govbrn according to the cuilom of their kings, and he^recelfes 

the homage of all the great men in the realm : a3 to the 

lineal defcent, it pafles on quietly, without din, p9mp, or 

tumult, except when foltmn religious offerings arc made to 

the tutelaryi /"^/iV^^ *. \ ;• 

Ofth ca- '^^^ caboceroes^ which we will venture to call the fecoi4 

W:eioes. ^^^ ^^ ^^^ people, are ufually compofed of a certain nii©* 

berj limited only by cuftom. When the number is duni- 

niftied by tVe death of one of the members, all the i^ 

alTemble, for the eleftion of a fucceflbr,' out of th&.tUers ci 

the nation ; for young men are feldom admitted.(A). 11^ 

candidates make a prefent to the ele£lors of a cow, or bullock* 

and a jar of palm wine, if they have fucceeded ; otbenaji& 

their gratitude is proportioned to their ill fortunes. M 

jipcim^ in particular, flrangers are excluded from this digfiitjf > 

and it is neceflary not only that the candidate fliall be a 

native of the country, but an inhabitant of the particular 

town for whith he is chofen .; at leaft, that he have a hi^ 

in it, where fome of his women refide conftantly, and biflS0 

» BosMAN, epift. XI. 

(A) Upon this occafion it is over the brim, deliberates, ctiii 

^ that large jars, filled with water, deep in water, upon the affai*^ 

are placed in the council -cham- of their meeting. ViUault fc«* 

ber for the eleclors ; each leaps falfely afcribed this cuilo»tt^ 

into his jar, and with his face the natives of Whidah[i)*' 

^i) Vid. VEJ^rit, par M, Ht^vttius^ torn i. f*Ti» 

ccca* 
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oecftfioisally. Here the £tutcb aflame a power of approving or 
di^pproviog eleAions ; of i^rhich we have already given fome ' 
actbunt ; but it is onr bufinefs hefe^o fpeak of general, not 
pardcular and local laws. 

Tif E third clafs of negroes confifts of the rids thofe who Themthod 
faa!ve acquired fortunes by their induftry, <ir poilefled k by rf rmfinf 
inheritance. Thofe who find tbetnfelves elevated to thh^«»»^« 
rank, purchafe feven^ finall elephants teeth, which they form ^fi^'W* 
into a wind inftrument, refembling a trumpet, obliging their ^t ^ 
diildren and flaves to learn the common tunes of the coun- ''^* 
try upon thefe inftrumefSts. When they are tolerable profi- 
dent^ ih raufic, the mailer gives notice to all his friends and 
relations, that he intends giving a public entertainment, and 
this meflage pafles for an invitation. Himfi:lf, his children, 
women, and flaves, are drefled out with all the magnificence 
which ^his fortune will fupport, or vanity require; and if 
the latter (hould exceed the former, they borrow gold and 
coral ornaments from all their friends to help out the parade. 
Th^ dtflribute prefents, and the rejoicings continue for 
^eral days at a grelat expence; for which thofe wife maflerr 
Selteve themfelves fully compenfated, by the extraordinary 
ptivilege of blowing their trumpets whenever they have a 
mind : a right fo exclufive, that negroes of inferior rank are ^ 
bbl^ed to afk their permiflion before they enjoy the fupreme 
felicity oiF making a difagreeable noife. This is the ceremony 
of infialment, previous to which he muft qualify himfelf, 
either by buying the honour, or by the following method. 
He mufl make a ftudy of the fcience of arms, offeniive and 
ddfenfive, and pafs a night armed at all points, remote from 
all feciety, as a proof ^hat he fears no danger, and can fup- 
port all manner of fatigue. After the inftalment he gives a 
ftcond entertainment, where he exhibits feveral ailbnifiiing 
prbofs of his aftivity and proWefs, .ajnidil the applaufes of 
thofe who are feafting upon his folly. His women, children, 
and flaves, appear in the fame pomp as at the firft feftival ; 
ill his wealth is expofed to public view, and tranfpofed into 
a variety of forms and fituations, to exdte the greater admi- 
riti(»i. One piece of prudence attends this oftentatious 
exh3>ition ; fi>r here, inftead of making prefents, the matter 
receives handfome returns for thofe he had formerly made, 
each of his friends ftriving who ftiall contribute the moft to- 
tKards making him the richeft man of his quality. After all 
'diofe proofs of his ability, he is honoured with the permif- 
&)0 of wearing two fhidds in battle ; a glorious and envied 
ptivilege, that belongs only to negroes of the bighefi rank, 
la a word, there are dlfierent degrees of this fet of nobility, 
'''... diilin-* 
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dcftingmfliei by «be dlflfecwt proofs tbef haicevgiyeti of thq^ 

valour a&d Addr^efe (6)> A i^ew^n^^e sol^deoHA i$ F'^^ 
to ih/s icing by fome of the ancient nobUity, 4Ueaded b; 1^ { 
friends, and the officers of the king's boii(hold : b£ frofinOiQ^ 
himfelf at the feet ^f the mon^cb» remaining in that ppftcrd j 
till j^e king haa gracioi^fly coodefcended to bid him i^^ 
-After which his majefty, is a fbort fpeech, e^iains'to him tfas 
nature of his elevatsc43t, and the duties aones^ed to bis rank} 
be prefents bioi with a drum, ^ ivory trumpet, and ^ 
privilege of trading with whitdmeo ; a right peculiar to per« 
fons of rank and faflHon ^. iiencie we iee, that, by 4i&rea( 
forms of governonent, anthers really m^ant jioxnoce ,tbaa tb$ 
degrees c^ iisbordination in the faaie gcH^erameat. 

Aftbr his creation bas been appcoirad and coafirmedbj 

the king, he is carried all over the town upon the fliouldas 

of his flaves, attended b^^ the mufic of drums and other ia* 

I finiokents. His women go before him filling and daadfl^ 

attended by their par^ts, relations, friends, neighb(»ics» 

and in (hort the whole town, who have alfo their iaufie» . 

the whole fo wretchedly loud a concert, as were fuffidept t» 

rob the new peer of th^fenfe' of bearing, bad not nature bap- , 

pily formed his organs not over, delicate. This ^ ""ocefliofi 

«nds at his own houfe, into wluch be enters, attended by bi^ 

family and a few firietKis, while the BK>b reEiain about tbe 

doc»:s. A repaft is ordered in a ibady bo^er, ere^led fortbe 

^ccafion, where the nobility and gentlemen of the kjpg'$ 

houftfold, wbo afSikd at the ceremony, are entertained. 

Thereat The diverfions cpntinue for four hours, the people at 

ixpence regdled with palm wine and beef, and every ceremony of the 

that at' inftabnent is finifhed at an ei^pence. of near two hupdicd 

tends an marks of gold ^, or 6,40Q /. fterling (C). ' 

inftal" 

ment.' ^ BosM. & Barbot, ibid. « Villault, p. 236. 

(B) TiV/tf/// diftingtii(he8 the • ference than that of mafternd 

nobility into lour clafles; tj^e ilave(7). 

iirft confifting of diofe who are (C) Jrtus and foj^ie oditf 

io by birth ; the fecond of foch writers greedy reduce thisiiiq;, 

as are rendered noble by their and indeed wich a great ai^pear- 

-employments ; the third of ance of truth. According td 

thofe who have purchafed the them the expence amounts to 

dignity or office to which it is 8 handasy or a poirnd of goW; 

annexed; and the fourth of and, if the prefents they receive 

thofe who have rifen folely by are deducted, and difcretionob' 

their merit (6). ^^/ra indeed ferved, it fddom exceeds i*c 

iays, that on the coaft he coojd poands ilerliag (9). 
never diflinguifh arty other dif- 

(6> i».a50, (7) P1135, (8J AnMMfudi>t^aijy2\%. /.I^. 
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DuRiNx;^ a war,- the nobility are always the priQcij^al 6f« 
Iters in the anny, according to their feniority, except where 
the king's favour has raifed any* particular perfon* It is 
fekiom they are ^thout employment, for the negroes never • 
rcBiain long in peace ; thdr avarice and difpofitions find a 
thouiand occafions for quarrelling, and every nation vtdfhes 
for war, in order to increafe their Oave trade with the 
Europeans. Alt diefe are modes but little known to nations 
on the coaft-; they are ahnoft peculiar to the interior coun- 
tries. We had almoft forgot to mention a kind of efcutcheon 
or arms, the nobility have granted them upon their creation. 
It is a painting of a bull's head, done in the flovenly man- 
ner of the country, on which are drawn emblems of the dif- 
ferent privileges they enjoy, in confequence of their being 
ennoWed. The chief of thefe are, the right of carrying two 
.tmcklers into the field, of felling flaves, and trading with 
llbt Euhjpeam. Notjiing can equal the pride of one of thofe 
upAart peers ; he is continually boafting of his rank to 
flrangers, and infulting his inferiors, although it frequently 
lappens, that the expence attending the profuie entertain- 
iBents which' he facrificed to his vanity, has reduced him to 
hts>fiinitive poverty, and obliged him for fuftenance to ap^ 
ply to fome fcrvile employment •*. ' 

The nobility of the CoU Coaft are united into a kind of 
fodety, and keep an annual feaft, to which every noble- 
man invites his friend, among which are frequently fome of 
the inland nobility. Here the bull's head efcutcheon is fure 
Hot to be forgot, the utmoft oftentation of their grandeur is 
fet forthj new Fetiches and new ornaments are prepared, and 
nothing omitted that can recal the remembrance of their pro- 
motion, or fliew how well they fupport their dignity. On 
this day they pSiint their bodies red and white, and wear 
about their necks collars made of leaves, as emblems of their 
quality, and they conclude the evening at the viceroy's or ' 
gpvemor's, who gives them a fplendid entertainment. 

As to the two remaining clafles of the people, nothing 
charafteriftical remains to be obferved, we have had occafion 
to mention them fo frequently in the preceding fedions. 
However, it mull be obferved, in favour of the Guiney go- Methods of 
vemmentj that though no country in the world has a grcRter g;„p/o^i„g 
number of poor, yet halrdly a beggar is to be met with from the pogr in 
one end of the coaft to the other. The old and lame are em- ufiful la* 
ployed in occupations fuited to their powers, in blowing ^o«r. 
forge beUows's, prcifing palm-oil, grinding the materials 

' Artus, apod De Bray. p. 42. 
- Mod. Hist. Vol. XVII. , L nfcd 
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ufed in painting their mats, and in felling provifions in tbe^ 
markets : as to young vagrants tbcy are immediately feized, 
and enrolled in the military lift ; an excellent poUce, well dc* 
fcrving the imitation bf Great Britain. Bofinan^ howtvefi 
ieems to be ignorant of this cuftom, and afligtis a difSsreat 
reafon for the f mall number of beggars.; ^^'nave no^'iih* 
(landing ventnred to relate it on the authority qf Vilkvk^ 
Barbot, Artus^ and I^es Marchus^ all of whom a>ocur m 
affertingit' (D). 

To return to their kings, Btfittan f dates^ that the roysrl 
government is fupported rather by force than authority; 
the nefpeft of the people being proportioned to the number 
of the king's flavcs, and the greatnefs of hfe wealth. iWith- 
out thofe two eflential appendages of royalty, they find bat 
little fubmiffion from their fobjefts, and are forced to pay, 
them for the fmalleft ferviccs. On the contrary, when thdrj 
kings are rich and powerful, no people on earth pay a more, 
fervile homage to their governors, whom thfey elevate above I 
all law and controul. Their wealth they incre^fe by tk 
moft rapacious exaAions and tyrannical oppreffion, wiiiie 
the people quietly fubmit to every impofitioa ^<id violeoce. 
The fmalleft crimes, the leaft offence given to oiajefty, are 

funiihed by an exorbitant fine, and many negroes of rank 
ave been chaftlfed ib feverely for venial trefpail^ tbat to 
the end of their lives, they maintained the ftrongeft reieat- 
ftient againft their kings ^ 

The account Artus gives differs fo. widely from this, 
that we imagine the writers muft each have borrowed their 
motions from fome particular nation, totally di&rent in their 
government. He affirms, that affe6bion and duty are the only 
ties upon king or people, the former meafdring his authorityi 
and the latter their obediisnce, by thefe. If a young king, fays | 
he, would engage the love and efteem of his fubjeds, hemuft 
begin by a liberal diftribution of proviiions add palm-wioe; 
for they are pailionately enamoured, and inviolably attached 
to a fovereign whofe generofity they have once tafted : but if 

• Ubi fupra in locis ult. citatis. ' Bosman, eplfl. ii. 
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tbe monarch prove avaritiousy they never fail of feiang the* 
£rft opportunity to depofe him ; they abhor and deteft him, 
panting eagerly after an occafion of chafing a fucceflbr more 
agreeable to their inclinations. What can be determined 
from accounts fo contradiAory ? Artut; indeed, illuArates 
his aflertion by;an inftance, that cohfirms us in our con^ 
jeftore, that he drew bis notions from a particular nation. 
Wlien he refided upon the coaft, the king of Sabu was de- 
pc^. This prince, by birth a Fantin, had been eleAed 
king of Satu, by the unanimous voice of the people. His 
avarice was foon difcovered, and became difgufting ; for it 
was not confined to hoarding, but launched out into the* 
iDoft grievous oppreffion. Firft the people iimrted his au- 
thority, and at length, a univerfal difa^edion prevailing,- 
they dethroned him, obliging him to retire ignominioufly 
into a private ftatipn at Fantin^ after they had plundered 
him of all tbofe riches which had brought on his ruin 8* 
Liberality is therefore a virtue greatly efteemed in negro* 
fovereigna, and they gei^eraUy exercife it with fo little mode- 
ration, that the firA entertainments they give amount fo a 
year's revenue. All the officers, oounfeU^s, and nobility 
of tbe kingdom are invited ; and the king buys up all the 
palm-wine, beef, and mutton» that the markets can fupj^^ 
to treat the people. Joy and feftivity reign in every village, 
the whole kingdom is filled mth riotous murth, and the 
meaneft cottage on this occaikm overflows with plenty. After 
thi$ folemaity, the heads of all tbe (heep and oxen,^flanghtcred' 
for the feftival, are depoftted in a certain apartment of the 
palace, and drawbgs are made from them, which are pve-^ 
feated to the nobility and gentry, as monuments of theking'sr 
\irealth and generoftty* The fovereigns have likewife aic 
annual feAival^ which they call the coronation feaft, to which 
they invite not only the great men of their own donunions^> 
bat the kings and nobiltiy of neighbouring countries. Ncr 
expence is regarded, danuing, mufic, wine, and good cheeiv 
are the amufemeats of every naidon that chufes to partake ck 
the feaft. Each of the kings ^ves tbe enCertsdnment in their 
turns, taking care that ifac feffival fhall not happen upon the ^ 
fame day in any two kia^dk^tts^ and upon this ocjafion it is, 
that the king facrifices to^thc great Fetiche ^r Tct whatever q-^^fi^j^ 
' their ftate and grai^etrr may be on thefe occafions, nothing y/^/^^ /« 
an equal the fimpMcity of their prtvaue lives. Here t^o rwhich tJbe 
guards are placed at their gates, no woman' ibrced into thcit negro hf/gr. 
e^abraces ; if they appcai: abroad^ it i« without any other irv/. 

c Apud De Bruyi p. 43. * ^ Bowman, ibid. 

L 2 attendants 
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tttendahts than two or three flaves, one of which carries his' 
fword, and the others his ftool or chair, which always fol- 
lovlrs him. Thofc who meet them pay them no marks of 
refpeft, and the meaneft flave would not move a foot out of 
his way, to give the king a free paflage. But when their 
vifitsare made out of the towns where they refide, and to 
any perfon of diftindlion, then they put on majefty, and ap- . 
pear with the dignity of kings, and all the fplendor of 
citowned heads. They are then attended by a grand retinue 
and ftrong body of troops, they carry fhields,'fwords, and all 
manner of weapons to defend them from infuits, to infpire 
awe, and ftrike the people with high notions of their power j 
but in their own towns they are fo meanly doathed, as 
' fcarce to be diftinguiihable from their meaneft flaves. Nor- 
is this fimplicity uirprizing, if we confider the expences at- 
tending their donations, public exhibitions, and the narrow 
limits of their dominions. Bread, oil, and a little {linking 
fifh, make up the bill of fare of a prince, aswell as a peafant ; 
water i^ their comnson drink ; but if the royal cellars afford 
it, they regale themfclvcs with a dram of aqua vita in the 
morning, and palm-wine at night ^ 
7heir fa* WHEN the palm-wine com^s in firft from the interior 
miliarity Countries, all the negroes, kings, mafters, and flaves, meet 
nvith their together in the market place, where they lit down upon the 
juhjeSis. ground, or on little ftools they bring along with them, in the' 
moft fociable and familiar manner. Every man that pleafes, 
joins himfelf to the company, and as they advance in their 
, cups, their good humour increafes. They delight in drink- 

ing full bumpers, and quaffing at one draught a pint of 
palm-wine, which they efteem a manly aAion. Bofmah 
compares the confufed noife and tumult that fucceeds, to the 
Jewijh fynagogue at Amjierdarn\ aU kinds of fubjefts being 
debated at one time, and every mouth in the company 
open. In general, however, the topics of converfation are 
not of the moft grave or ferious nature; obfcenity, coarfe 
raillery, and lewd wit, conftitute the chief part of the en- 
tertainment, even before the women, who are by no means 
delicate or deficient in their jokes ; nor is it even thought un- 
becoming in a lady of the firft £aihion to difplay this talent. 
^* In fliort," fays Bo/man^ " this is a pcrfeft babbling 
** and fcolding fchool, where each perfon freely canvalTes 
«' the faults of his neighbour, but in a more liberal and ge- 
" nerous manner than in Europe^ where it is always done 
*< in the abfeoce of the parties \ whereas here th€ accofed is 

i 

^ * BARBOf, p. 309, 310. 
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'<< prefent, and can vindicate himfelf, or retort upon hil 
** neighbours '^.", Such is the happy fociety, iQtimaj:yy and 
£imiliarity^ in which the fovcreign and the fabjeA live, 
>vhere majefty faUs not into contempt by afFaUiity, nor 
liberty degenerates into undue licentioufnefs by the tokratioti 
and the mlldnefs of government. Some writers however al- 
lege, that they have feen a prince beat his fubjefts upoq 
trivial occafionsy and a fubjeft grown fo potent as to defpife 
the authority of his foveit^ign ; but thofe inftances are rare, 
and in general a king may lay afide or aflume his dignity, 
yjSi as he pleafes, without in the leaft dimiiiifliing the re* 
ipedt due to him. 

A NEGRO king is always ready to turn out his troops in ^ht kings\ 
the.fervice of a neighbouring king, as the greater part of the hire cut 
fubfidy goes into his own pockets. It is true, after the^^^^ 
mooey is paid, he is not very fcrupulous about the perform- ^'^^r 
a^ce of. his engagements ; his only care is not to hurt liis 
credit fo far as to preveot their entering upon future bar- 
gains with him ; in which refpeA he is no kfs alert than an 
European minifter, his esfcufes being always ingenious and 
probable. Nor is a king left defirous of being chofea 
umpire between two contending powers ; for here he receives 
bribes from both parties, at the fame time that he is fervlng ' 
neither ; for his buflnefs is to keep the breach open, >to pro* 
traA the n^ociations, and put OAoney io his coffers. Hencet 
arife their chief finances, the national revenue being in gene* 
ral fmall ; aad Bofman has known a king fo poor, that he 
could not raife the price of a bottle of rum or arrack \ 

As to the education of the royal family, it differs but The e^ 
little, according to the abpve author, from that of the pooreft cation of 
fubjefts. When a prince arrives at a proper age, he mikts^ncam 
choice of fome profeffion for his fupport, fuch as hu{bandry, 
or fiihing, or making wine ; nor are they aihamed themfelves 
to carry to market the produce of their labour : yet are 
they refpeAed as the king's children, and the heirs apparent 
to the throne. It is common here to fee a man taken from 
the plough tffll to weild afcepter; and he who yeflerday 
Was driving a flock of fheep, fhall to day be at the head of 
an army. As for the princefles, they are bred to the fame 
employments as the princes ; with this difference, that they 
feldom take to fi/Wng. In general they are bred to hufban"* 
dry, unlefs the pride of their birth makes them defirous of a 
profeiEon better fuited to their rank : and if they are' lefs 
rich than ladies of the fame quality in Europe, they are not 

^ ^pift. i|^ ' Barbot, ibid. 
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Itk happy, the fmall aumbcr of thdr wants being a fiill 
compeafatioo for the Icfs d^rce of wealth. They marry 
without regard to birth or family ; nor is a match between a 
prlacefs and a Aave efteemed at all unnatural or eictraordi- 
nary One rircumftance that renders thoib matches of leTs 
confequence is, becauiie the children inherit by tfafi jxK>ther, 
and enjoy freedom, chough the father be a flave. Jrttu 
affirms, that kings dare make no provifion for their chii** 
4ren, and that for two reafons ; Sue, firft is, that hamgno 
ftmily to aggrandize, he is the lefs likely to be covetous ; 
and the fecond arifes from the policy c^ the nobles; who find 
it their intcreft to opprefs tfie royal children, ia order thu 
> themfelves may approach nearer the throne °^. Each (tf 
them has his defies upon the crown, and hence prooeedi 
their endeavours to render themfelves popular. In inarryiog 
their daughters, the kings demand no other terms, than thst 
th^y havea flave or two to atteod^them, in order to ffi« 
flinguifh their being of royal birth ; however, as this is dis 
only advantage of which thoie jiadies can boaft, they generally 
fall in contempt whefi their beauty is faded, aniefs tlief^ 
have had induflry enough to increafe their foxlunes in thdr 
jeutb. In a word, the only method the king has to provide 
for his younger children, is by fending them upoa amijaffies, 
or giving them up as hollages on the conciufion of a war, in 
hopes that chance may call them to a fordgn crown, wha 
their birth is known. At d&mmendo, indeed, they procQM 
the moft lucrative and honouraUe pofts oftht realm, fuch as 
fatyrdy tx captain of the guard, which often paves the 
way for their mounting the throne upon the death of the 
king". ' 

''Anaceount We fliall now proceed to the grand ^kfficers of thie court, 
o/the ftate'^^o hold their employments during the king's pleafurc; as 
officers. the braffo, the enfign or fword bearer, the tie ti, or the pnb» 
lie crycr of the court, king's beriild, the governop of the 
king's women, the horn blower, or drumnoer and trumpeter; 
Barbct however obferves, that fome courts have officers of a 
fiigher rank and authority, different from any of thefe ; fuch 
is the di at FetUy who is the king's lieutenant and affiftant 
when prefent, and his reprefentative when abfent. . ffe has 
► hefides, a grand treafurer, and a fatyra^ or captain of the 
guard. . As to the proper employments of each, we do Xi/^H 
find them very correftly defcribed by authors ; the hta^o^ 
they fey, is a kind of marefchal, who leads the van o^ the 

« ApudDc Eru);, p. if5, 46. a Artus, ibid. Bosman, 
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tany, and always begins the charge. l[htf(»tyra^ or captam 
of the guards is entruAed ^Vith the care of the king's perfon : 
He accompanies him upon all his expeditions, parties* and 
excurfions; and being thus conftantly in his prefence, he 
acqiufes a confideration and confequence, that often enables 
him to fuccecd to his mafter. ,The office of fword bearer is 
uCually divided among four great perfons» who carry not only 
the fwordy but all his majefty's armour, to .public feAivals 
and warlike expeditions. This is a poft by n6 means con- 
temptible ; and what adds to its importance is, that from 
this office the king generally chufes his ambafladors. The 
gnaniians of the king** ♦women are reprefcnted, by Bofman^ 
as the higheft officers of the houihold. Their proper 
office is, to watch over the virtue and chaftity of the women* 
to be careful that their afieQibns wander not from his ma*' 
jefty's perfon. They are alfo keepers of the king's, privy porfe, 
and are the only perfons who can give an account of l^is 
wealth, when the king dies. The tie. it, or herald's office, 
is to publifh all the king's edifts and ordinances, to make 
proclamation of all things ilolen or loft, to defend the king . 
from flks by a kind of flapper, made of an elephant's tail 
and nilhes, and to prevent all tumults and mobs in the roads 
through which his majcfty is to pafs. They wear a cap of a # 
black ape's fkin, the hair of which is about the length of 
one's finger, fo that they might be miftaken for the king's 
jefter, rather than his herald : nor is the office of drummer 
iefs lucrative than honourable, becaufe 4ie conflantly attends 
the king, and recces his commands from his own mouth., 
The trumpeters are the loweft officers of the court ^, 

The judges, or the fupreme officers of the courts ^ Courts of 
juftice,*are chofen, both m monarchies and republics, oMtjjJij^g^ 
of the moft coniiderable perfons in the nation for wealth ^ 
and influence ; from the braffos, the cahoceros^ the gover- 
vernors of towns and villages, affifted by the prii^fts, who 
are a kind of fubftitutes. To thefe officers of juftice belong 
the dedilon of all caufcs, civil and criminal ; however, their 
verdift is not unalterable ; but that party who thinks himfelf 
aggrieved may appeal to the king, as the derniere refort: 
Thofe appeals are not common ; but when they happen, his 
'Xnaje(ly appoints, commiffioners for the revifal of the fuit, 
•who take the appellation of enes, are invelted with all 
.the authority the king i^ able, to ccHnmunicate, make circuits 
to appeafe and heal differences, and give final decifions in 
all caufes. in a word, their office greatly refembles the 

« 

® VxLH^VLT, p, 179, 183. Bahbot* P'3l*«. 
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confultation of our twdvc judges: Jrtus relates the pro- 
ccfs of civil and criminal fuits in monarchies. If they can- 
not be terminated by getltle means, the pities prefcnt 
themfelves to the viceroy or governor of the town, and fnb- 
mit to his arbitration. If the plaintiff only appears, the 
governor fummons the defendant by a flave, in order that he 
may anfwcr to the charge ; each pleads his own caufe, dur- 
~ ing which, the other is not permitted to interrupt htm* 
After the caufe has been deliberately debated upon both 
fides, and the governor has thoroughly entered into the 
merits of the cafe, he proceeds to pa^ fentence with great 
gravity. But if it be an aiiair la/a majeftati^y or petty 
treafon, then a fine is adjudged, and the offender obliged to 
pay it before he leaves the court, or other wife be oxnmitted 
to prifon. In difficult cafes, and where the animofity of the 
parties runs high, the governor not caring to determine upoo 
it, leaves the whole to the decifion of a fingle combat. Each 
party is attended to the field by a body of friends, who are 
fpeAators of the fight, which generally ends in the death of 
one of the combatants ; and then the friends of the deceafed 
unite together to procure revenge : nor can-any thing ex- 
ceed the rancour they fhew on this occafion ; no fubmiffi<ms» 
no aclcnowlegements will be accepted, blood muft anfwer 
for blood, and the fmalleft fatisfaflion they expefb is, that 
the party offending (hall go into voluntary banifhment or 
flavery ; nay it has been known, when they have perfecuted 
' them in foreign countries, and purchafed them from mafiers 
to whom they have enflaved themfelves, only to have the 
fatisfadion of putting them to the moft excruciating tor- 
ments. Thofe duels but feldom occur; for though the 
, hatred and rancour of the parties be mortal, yet their courage 
is generally faint ; and the friends, who know that they muft 
neceflarily be involved in the quarrel if one of the com- 
batants be killed, take every poifible precaution to prevent 
blood. - 

Such as have violated the king's edifts muft pay a 
certain fine, or banifh themfelves out of the kingdom. A 
negro who has difcovered his neighbour guilty of this crime, 
often diflembles the faft for intire years, till he has rccdved 
fome injury or affront from him. He thep imniediately goes 
to the governor and makes depofition of the aftbn ; in con- 
fequence of which, notice is given by the beat of a drum, 
that an important caufe is to be tried. All the inhabitants 
aflfemble, the women taking their feats in a part of the court 
diftinft from the men. The governor appears guarded by 
f body of troops, and takes hS feat. . If the accufed be pre* 



J 



C.f. ^h Hifi^y Pf ihi Gold Co9&. ,5, 

fs^ be U immediately arrefted, fent to the governor's 
houfe, and loaded with chains, if the proofs turn out clear 
againft him ; otherwifc he is given in charge to a flavc, who 
ueFcr lofes fight of him till fentence is pafled. The gover- 
nor, after examining all the circumllances and weighing them 
duly, aflifted by the advice of all the nobles and elders of 
the town, goes and lays before the prifoncr all the proofs*' 
Should bis reply be unfatisfaftory^ he is convi^ed^ and ad- 
judged to pay a fine in co'uj||5 but if he prove infolvent, he 
becomes the king's Have, .zm is immediately fold to make up 
the fine '. We have had fo many occafions to mention the 
fubjeft of crimes and puniihments, that the reader will pro- 
bably excufe brevity on this article, that we may treat of 
their njethod of waging war, and military weapons. 

War we have faid is declared by the negroes either from Cau/es of 
Vjews of revenge, ambition, or plunder, or as auxiliaries to inurmg 
fome injured neighbouring ftate, or, what is the moft com- «/«« <w^tf^- 
mon, for a fubfidy, in which the auxiliaries, as well as the 
principals, declare war in form. Many wars are entered 
upon for ihc recovery of private debts, an infolvent having 
taken refuge in a foreign ftate, or a foreign merchant refufing 
to pay a juft debt, or at leajft making payment tedious. In 
this cafe the creditor feizes as many goods, freemen, or flaves^ 
in the country of the debtor, as will amount upon fale to 
his demand. If the debtor be a man of integrity, he will en- 
deavour to buy the liberty of his countrymen fo unjuftly 
feized ; otherwife the friends of the fuflferers are left to re- 
taliate, which they never fail doing ; and thus a war is brought 
on from the quarrel of two private individuals, and nations, 
that but a little before lived in the ftrifteft amity, now en- 
gage in the moft bitter enmity, which continues till one 
of diem is fubdued and deftroycd ; or if their ftrength be , 
equal, till peace is brought about by the more moderate 
leading men of both countries. This frequently happens 
either in the fpring or autumn, when the feed or harveft re- 
quures that the warriors fliould turn their attention to the 
affairs of hufl>andry. As the foldiers ferve without pay, 
they foon'grow weary of a. rupture that produces nothing 
but glory, and plunder alone it is that can induce them to 
keep the field for any continuance. 

When war is projefted in the king's council, a general af- 
fembly of the nobiUty is fummooed, and matters debated 
<vvith great deliberation ; a lift of the men fit to bear arms is 
made out, and a fcrupulous inquiry into the ftate of the 

f ViitX.AULT« Bosmam » & Barbot, in lodr citat* 

national 
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Battanal treafitre. An army is indantlf raifed, and a fudden 
incurfion made into the enemies country, where, after fcwnc 
advantage gained, war is proclaimed ; for it is a conftant 
maxim with the negroes, that the 6rftblow is more than, 
half the battfe. Their wars, indeed, are carried on at a 
fmaJl cxpence : the moft powerful ally may be purchafed at 
the expence of two thoufand pounds, and when once he is 
X engaged, he foon afts as a principal, except where a very 

pcditic prince fits at the h^lm. ^ 
i'beirmM" ' In their engagements no otMt or difcipline is obfcrved, 
9tr §f . Each commander is encircled by his troops in a kind of mob, 
fitting, fo that they pu(h on one heap of men oppofcd to another. 
Sometimes indeed, they are drawn np in lines, but this 
order the fury of fomc and cowardice of others foon difcon- 
certs. They do not ftand creft in the field, but load and 
difcharge ftooping low, that the enemies ftiot may fly over 
thdr heads ; and indeed, fo bad levellers and marfkmen are 
the negro foldiers, that few of their balls take place. Others 
again creep clofe to the enemy, difcharge their pieces, and 
then fly off with incredible velocity, fo quick indeed, fays 
Bctrboty that a ball or arrow cannot overtake them ^ ; and 
Bofman affirms, that their ridiculous geftures and grimaces, 
eccafioned by refcntment and fear, give them more the ap- 
pearance of a flock of monkeys playing together, than of an 
anny raifed for the fupport and honour cA a nation '. Tie 
booty which the foldiers chiefly aim at, are, the fine cloaths, 
the coral, and jewels of the llain and prifoners ; as for the . 
flares they want none, they become the property of their 
officers. When a maritime ftate is at war with an inland 
kingdom, the foldiers plunder is very confiderable ; for all 
the officers and foldiers of the latter, drefs out in their richeft 
attire before they enter the field of battle. Such prifoners 
as cannot ranfom themfelvcs are fold for (laves, and prifoners 
of quality have generally a high price put On their liberty;, 
but if the pcrfon who occafioned the war be taken, no fum 
whatever will procure his releafe, left he fhould excite frefli 
eommotions, and he is either fold, kept prifoner for life, or 
put to death, according to the nature of his offence. The 
negro of the higheft quality and influence is not fecure againft 
flav^y, if he have the misfortune to be made a captive \ for 
the price of his ranfom is frequently raifed higher than the 
value of his eftate, or all he can draw from friendfhip : nay, . 
fomc are fo barbarous, that they revenge their difappoint- 
aaent of a ranfom, by murthering the prifoner. 

t Bariot, p. 314. ' Epift. II. 
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Wars between two defpotic fovcreigns, who hold their 
ftbjefts in abjeft fkvery, are generally tedious and bloody; 
Tfeey fight with armies headed by their generals, and as they 

* {hare none of the danger, fo they feel no emotions either of 
pity or terror ; the commanders are obliged to return \vith 
fiftory, coft what it will, or they endanger thSr heads: 
plunder and glory, not the happinefs of their people, are 
their aims; but the means of acquiring thefe, never cofts 
themapeny; and upon the ruin of the enemy they build 
their own greatnefs, even fhould their dominions be depo- 
pulated '. . 

Barbot gives the following hideous defcription of fome Defcrst^ 
nations, when they enter the field of battle. " The figure," tion 6/ a 
fays he, " of thofe warriors is fo terrible, that one vi^QxAdi foldiers 

• ** think they were determined fo devour whatever came in drefs and 
"their way. . They grind their teeth, diftort all their- ^'»'- 

, •♦ features, and refemble tyrants upon canvas. Their faces 
" are coloured with ftreaks of red, white, and green, and 
" the reft of their body covered with fuch figures as they 
" believe will render mem frightful and terrible to their 
" enemies ; nor dO they forget to cover their necks and ' 
" fhoulders with glafs ornaments and Fetiches innumerable, 
"to proteft them in the day of battle. On their head 
" ftand« a high cafque or helmet, made of the fkin of a 
" leopard or crocodile ; and a fort of ftiort cloak or rather 
" ftiield,. of the fame materials, furrounds the reft of the 
" body. At their waift hangs a poignard, on their left 
" arm a buckler, in the fame hand two or three darts; 
** while the common foldiers have no other weapons than 
" bows and arrows, which they ufe with great fkill and 
" addrefs ^" Such are the cuftOms of the inland countries ; 
as for the marltiihe nations, Bofman and Des Marchais de*- 
dcfcribc their weapons in the following manner. 

The principal of their arms are mufquets or carabins, 
which the negroes manage with great dexterity on the 
parade,' and where no danger is to fcc apprehended. No 
people on earth pafs better at a review, fo adroitly do they ' 
cxercife the!r arm«, difcharging them in a variety of poftures, 

^fitting, ftooping, and ftanding. Fire arms are only ufed by 
th« natives of the coaft, who purchafe them of the Europeans; 
yet are they conftantly defeated by the armies of the interior 
countries, their courage and refolution fupplying the defcfts 
<if arms and difci^line. 

• « 

» Barbot, p. J15. J IdemibiiL 
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Next to their fufces are a kind of fwords (haped like 
chopping knives, about three hands broad at the extremity, 
and one ^ at. the hilt, which is of wood, ornamented ¥{ith| 
rouad nobs covered with leopard's (kin. Amongfl: perfooi 
of condition, the fword hilt is plated with gold or filvc^J 
whilft many of the meaner fort content themfelvcs with 
cord bafket hilt, coloured with blood^and fet off with a bai 
of horfc hair, to which they fufjpend, by way of fword kootJ 
a tygef *s bead, or a particular lort of red fliell highly prized 
by d^em. This weapon is cirt on the left hip, if it hangsl 
on a belt ; but when they inck it in their paanst theu it| 
comes between their legs, in which fituation they th|nk it 
impedes their walking le&. The coaft negro foldters at 
wear crocodile fldn caps, adorned on each fide with a rej| 
fliell, and at the top with a bunch of horfe hair, the bor< 
being fet off with an iron chain that fixes it to the he 
Some of the coaft negroes, as the Jquamboans and nadves' 
Jwinee, ufe bow and arrows, in the ufe of which thefc 
are fo expert, that they hit a hare at a great diflanoe m ai 
part of the body they are defired ; the latter poifon theii 
arrows. 

Besides the mufquet and gun, the negroes ufe a kind oi 
dart, which they call ajfagay or hajfagay^ with a ftrong af- 
pirate; thefe are of two kinds, diHering only in fize. The| 
fmalleft is about a flemifti ell in length, and this they throw 
with as great dexterity as a dart : the others are about twice! 
as long, pointed and barbed with iron, which they uferai 
thcr to pufli than to throw. Men of diftindbion have armour I 
bearers, who follow them with their affagays^ and fupplf | 
them in battle with as many as they want. 

Last of all comes the fhield, made by the coaft negrocs^j 
of twigs and ofiers, covered over with leather, and fome« 
times plated in the infide with copper, to ward off 
ajfagays^ as well as the blows of the (Word. Thefe ihieldj 
are about five feet long and three in breadth, and the negroe' 
play them fo artfully;^ that there is no touching their bod] 
but by piercing through the fhield ". Some few n^grc 
'have cannon, but their engineers arefo ignorant, and the 
darnage done by the artillery fo fmall, that the fubjeft is not 
worth dwelling upon. We fhall conclude this article vddi 
relating, from Des Marchais, the formalities ufually obferved 
10 treaties of peace. When both nations are exhaufled widi 
war, they begin to think of terms of accommodation, tbej 
demand of the aggreflbr an aiSgnation of time and place to 



* CosMAN, ibid. DetMarch. p. 321. 
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negociate af tides of peace. The place cliofea is generally a 
ItTwsi plaiti, on the frontiers of both kingdoms, whither both 
fovereigns march armed at all points, as if they intended to 
gite battle,* and followed by a crowd of Fetiches y the emblems, 
and mediators of peace* Here the priefts of both nations 
fwear mutually to ceafe from hoftili ties, to forget injuries^ 
to li?e in perfeft accord and friendfliip, and^ to give pledges 
a their faith ; but no mention is made of the prifoners of 
dther fide, or cartel fettled for exchanging them, each 
looking Upon them as his property and the rights of conqueft. 
hi& foon as thefe obligations are taken, then a loud peal of 
KTUrlike mufic publifhes the general tidings; both fides 
throw down their arms, embrace with all the appearance of 
I fincere cordiality, the day is fpent in feftivity, comn^erce 
revives and flouriflies as if nothing had happened to ftop the 
ctirrent of friendfhip, and both nations are united by the . ' 
Brmcft ties, till fome new frivilous accident arifes, that turns 
til into frefti confudon. Our author concludes with obferving, 
that the hoftages are compofed of the king's children, and the 
chief of the nobility ^ 

'^ DesMarchais, p. 312. 
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Conlaining a full Account of the Air^ QUmate^ and 
Difeafes on the Gold Coaft ; tin Explication of the 
fides and Currents ohferved here^ upon the Principles 
of Sir Ifaac Newton ; an Account of the different 
Seafons of the Tear^ and the dreadful EffeSls of the 

I 

Tornadoes^ or fTbirlwinds, that are frequent here ; 
of the Trade^winds, and Sea and Land-bYeezes ; to^ 
lether with a Befcription of the Animals^ &c. &c. 

on the fame Coaft. ' 

THE Gold Coqfl being fituatcd in the fifth dcgxttotqfthe air 
north latitude, one may eafily judge that tlie heat oiand cii- 
^"€ climate muft be extreme ; yet is it more healthy than many fnate of 
of the voyagers have re'prefented it. The cuftom "with fuch ^he Gold^ 
^•Titers, is to place every thing in tlie moll ftriking view, to Coaft. 

relate 
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relate circumftances in extremes, and to judge in this par* 
ticular rather by their feelings^ after coming from a^ cold 
climate, than ^according to truth. Thofe who have lived 
for fome time in the country, acknowlege indeed, that the 
months of Oiiober, Ndvemberj December^ January, February^ 
and March, are fcorchingly hot ; but the Hx fubfequent 
months tolerable enough: and Bofman has known the 
^weather fo cold^ that he could very well fupport a fire^ had 
it been cuftomary in the country; it has even been as cold as 
. in Holland, in September '.* Beiides, the whole year is re- 
•frefhed with delightful cool evening and morning iea and 
land breezes, that greatly qualify the extreme heat of the • 
day. To this perhaps is owing the unwholcfomenefe of 
which ftrangers complain, thofe fudden changes occailonii^- 
feveral oppofite efTefts in the human body, checking perfjpi*- 
ration fuddenly, after the finer parts of the blood have beeo. 
drawn, off, and thence producing ardent fevers, catarrhs^ 
and coughs. But to fuch as have lived years in the country, 
whofe bodies are feafoned, and pores opened, the eflfefls tn- 
lefs fendble, if any degree of care is taken to guard agaioft 
the cool night air, and the damp exhalations, eipedally 
after rain. 

Art us relates, that the moft natural caufe of any peculiar ' 
unhealthinef$ on the Gold Coafi, which he could affign, was 
in the number of the high mountains with which every part 
of it abounds, and the deep vallies that feparate them* 
From thefe arlfe a thick, fc&tid^ and fulphureiHis damp or \ 
exhalation, particularly in marfliy grounds and near rivers, | 
that cannot poflibly be congenial to the human fyftem, and 
is in faft perceived to have a bad effeft upon foreigners, cf- 
pecialty if the ftomach be empty. During tfteir winter, that 
is, from March to Othber^ thde fogs occur moft frequently, ^ 
•and in the months of July and Auguji fcarce a day pafles 
without them ; thl^ therefore is the moft fickly feafon of tfcc j 
year, we mean to ftrangei-s only. Thefe natural caufes oor j 
author imagines, are greatly augmented by the beaftly naffi- 
ijefsof the negroes, "^o exonerate their bodies every where 
round the villages, and have a flilt more pdrnkkms cuftom, 
of laying heaps of fifti to rot and putrify in the open air, 
their method of feafoning it for the palate. Hence arife 
grofs and malignant vapours, and a ftench perceivable at tbe 
diftancc of feveral miles, not only difagreeable, but exttem^y 
noxious to ncD^ comers. Many have been known to drop 

■ 

• BosMAN, epift. 8. 
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down as foon as they come within its Influence ; and others, 
who have enjoyed uninterrupted health among more cleanly 
neighbours, have here lingered and pined away in atrophies 
and confumptions. 

It mud be acknowleged, that even in the fouth of France 
the climate is fo different from this, that Frenchment who 
never knew an hour's illnefs, have been feized With violent 
inflammatory diforders, immediately after their arrival in 
Cmney\ yet (llll authors have greatly exaggerated, and fre* 
quently attributed to the climate, what proceeded from de- 
bauchery and intemperance ; to which may be added the ig* 
norance of the praAItioners in phylick, in this country. • 
The pifture which Bofinan draws of the Englijb foldiers is 
fuificient to evince this ; we have already mentioned it, and 
jhall not here repeat a truth fo litde to the credit of our 
nation \ 

With vH the difadvantages of climate and manners, it is Negrves 
obfcrvable, that no people on earth enjoy better health, enjoy a 
or arrive at a happier old age th^n the nqjroes. They hstv^Mnd ftait 
indeed endemiai difeafcs, but nothing befides their total ig- ^^^^r 
norance of. phyfick ever renders thefe fatal. The jaw/, thp 
Oiiiney worm, or dracunculus, ^d fome other^ indigenous 
difeafes, carry off but a fmall proportion of the people ; it is 
the fmallrpox, and epidemic fevers that make prodigious ra« 
vages among children and flrangers. Agues and intermit* 
ting diforders are likewife frequent, but feldomlTfatal. Some 
writers mention, the ^ov\i[Ai:t, fames canina, or a continually 
Craving appetite, as Indigenous to this country ; though 
others affurie us, that this diforder arifes from a flux of fharp 

' bundours upon the coats of the flon^ach, occafioned by the 
cxceffive quaffing of a kind of palm-wine, they call criffa S 

' But we fhall pafs over their difeafcs, which are but litde un-^ 
derilood by any voyagers we have met with, to fpeakof 
thofe circumlfences or their natural hiftory that are more 
diflinAly related, as they require but little philofophy, and 
fall within common obfervation. 

The great Sir IJaac Newton yfz& the firfl philofophy 
who applied aftronomy fuccefsfuUy to the folution of feveral 
natural phsencmena, and by the principle of gravity, gave 
a probable and eafy .account of ddes, currents, and the 
ebbing and flowing of the fea. The fun, moon, earth, and 
all the coeleftial bodies, have, according to this exalted phi* 
lofopher, a gravitation towards their centers, proportioned 
to the quality of matter they contain. The earth being 

* Epift. J. 5 Barbot, p. 317. Bowman, epifl. S. 
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withm the influence of the fun and moon's attraftions, the %xlA 

part of this globe, the ocean, feels their a^ivity, and necd^ 

fariiy fwells. It would be unneceflary here to enlarge ujxA; 

this beautiful theory ; fnfBdent it is, that on much the faoafc 

principles the tides and currents on the coaft of Guiruf^ 

Of the inay be accounted for. From the river Gambiay to m 

titles and ftnuts and chands of Berlin^ the ebbings and flowings ait 

€Mrrentj on regular on the fhores, with this difierence, that in rivers er 

jj'f^^^^chanels, where two (hores contraft the water into a narrow 

Guiney, compafs, the tides are ftrong and high, as well as regular; 

^ y^*^'" but on the dead coaft, as the (eamen exprefs it, they are 

the Gold flow> ^^d rife to no height, not above two or three feet, in- 

Coaft. creafing as you approach the bay or chanel of 'Benin. Thk 

is further evident at Cape Coafi^ Soccondoy and Commenii^ 

and, indeed, wherever the coaft projefbs in points and penm« 

fulas into the fea, the flomng . there will be. a foot or tm 

higher than on an even coaft, though but a few imks 

diftant from each other ^. 

On the Cold Coqfty the current fets fometimes at the nSt 
~ of two miles an hour, frequently againft the wind, morc 
commonly with it, when it is rapid; but almoft alwajfsto 
leeward, fometimes off, fometimes on, dimpling like a tidei 
at other times with a fmooth glafly furface for days together; 
and imperceptible at ten leagues diftance from the fluxe. 
The current fets in on both fides from the bay of Bern) 
from the fouthward about and beyond Cape Lopez, and 
from the weftward along the Gold Coaft, that is to leeward; 
for the winds are as commonly bent or deflefted along tbe 
ftiore as the currents. Phillips obferves, that all fliips 
fleering to Angola experience this, if they hold the land on 
board, as he calls it, or if they endeavour getdng weftward 
on the Gold Coaft ^. It is probable, that this diverfitymay 
ariie from the formation of the land, as well as fr^ tte 
Weather and winds. Thus the land running in a right line, 
without gulphs or bays, except the remarkably large oiic of 
Benin and Callabar, the flux of the fea, when it is bounded 
' ' by the ftidres, has a natural tendency to prefs in at every 
inlet, growing ftronger as they advance towards it on both 
fides. Such gulphs therefore, in a co'ntraftion of the watcff, 
bear fome refemblance tochanels, which in proportion to thdf ■ 
breadth and depth, and the fea into whic^ they opeli, havd 
more or lefs current or tide, along their fliores inward. Thcfc 
are affifted partly by the winds, which are in a fimiiar man* 
ner defledted, and tend alfo on both fides towards the bay; 

** Atkins, p. 135. . « Phillips, p. 29. 

and 
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and partly l?y the weather, the intenfc hot funihine exhaling 
more vapours near ihores and in fhoal water ; which arc 
again expended in mifts, fogs, dnd rainsi Th^ laft in par- 
ticular, by being inceflant for a month or fix weeks together^ 
and in rotation upon different parts of the.coafl:^ may proba- 
bly contribute to fome little diverfity of the tides ; but it 
would be writing a philofophical eflay, to dwell minutely 
upon explications. 

We may likewife aflign another reafon why. the currents , 
lend moHly to tl^e leeward. The flood being propagated from 
a vail fouthern ocean, takes its courfe along the fhore ; but 
the ebbs revert eafily and equally from all parts to the ocean, 
and therefore make fo fmall an alteration of the ftream, as to 
be fcarce pefceivable at a very inconfiderable diftance. Mariners . 
who have left Whidah in July, when the currents in the road 
were ftrong to leeward, and the winds altogether fouth-wefl:^ 
could notwithftanding fafely have weathered any of the 
ilhnds ; a circiimftance altogether impoffible, had the fame 
current in the road extended acrofs the whole bay : and indeed, 
the getting fo far fouthward will be a phsenomenon difficult 
to explain, unlefs we admit that the waters teceived into 
the bay by the currents reverberate in the lAiddle fpace,' 
though infenfibly towards the main ocean. The fame may 
be faid of the Streights of Gibraltar ^. 
From thefe obfefvatlons of feamen, we may venture to 
\ conclude, that in all places currents and tides, have a Hear 
affinity. That it is chiefly the formation of the land, thai 
draws them either into the one or the other. If contrafted 
between two fliores, fo as to form a chanel, the diurnal 
I elevation of the ocean, by the attraftion of the moon, will 
make there a tide rapid in proportion to its breadth, depth, 
and the fea to which it lies open ; but if the coafl be open, 
u happens along the Gold Coafi^ then.thofe tides become 
awfents. This corollary is jierfe<ftly correfpondent with all 
\ the obfervations made by the nioft judicious feamen, cya the 
coaft of Guiney, and by the French Eqft-India company, oa 
the eaftern fide of the continent and the ifland of Madagnf- 
wr; for there the chanel being too deep and broad for 
the diredlion of a tide, there are fouthern and northern cur- 
tents, as the fea elevated runs round the north or fouth 
wd of the ifland ; and what Is ftiil more to our purpofe,- 
they are ftrotigeft where the chanel is narroweft, weaker 
»nd varying to diiFerent points of the compafs, as the fejt 
fprcads more in the paiTage acrofs the line 2. Another corol-' 

' At. ubi flip, « Mem. d' Acad, royal, devfcien. t.xv. p. 2 1 f. 

' Mod* Hist. Vol. XVII. M lary 
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lary irom our prantfes is, that ail currents afid tides are 
found only on (hores, and indifcernible at ten le^ues di- 
ftance from a coaft, or at the mouth of a chanel ; they aire 
'ftlfo variable from the fame influence of the moon, aad 
change of weather. This general theory of ctirr^nts "wc 
'Imagined would be vaxsrt fatisfadory to our phik^fophicai 
readers, than if we had given a dry recital of incondufive 
remarks, which however form a part of the qatural tiiflorf 
of which we are to jgive an account. 
. BosMAN divides the feafons on the CM Csaft into fem- 

y ^''^ mer and winter ; the latter admitting of three fmbdivi&ms^ 
iheGM. ^^^' ^^^ rainy, two foggy and hazy, and two windy 
Coail. months ; but the variations are fo great in dif&rent years^ 
that thofe lefler divifions havie no great certainty. Tiie 
fummer fiequently b^ns a month earli^ in one year than io 
another, and the mifty weather often take^ the place of the 
rainy, and is itfelf fuppknted by the windy wither, in a 
word, they ai^ fo various, confufed, and ludeteFminaCei 
that no certain calculation can be made. On his'firfi arrival 
on the coafl, the fucceffion of fnmmer and winter were regi* 
lar; each feafon appeared at its proper time, and every kbl 
cf weather had its pecuHar months, when the ilihnbitjwts 
might certainly expeA it. The winter was then much m«re 
fevere than at prelent ; .and the rains fo violent, that a feomd 
deluge might be apprehended, continumg fo for feveral Ibc- 
ceili ve days ^. Now they are both lefs violent and fi«q«eac ; 
a phsenomenon that might perhaps be explatneS fixxn eke 
nutation of the poles, and a variation in .the obMqnity -of the 
ecliptic ^ Jxim is but twenty miles diftant iiam Eirnui^ 
yet is it more fufajeft to rains than any other p^ts of the 
Gold Coqft. Bofman was extremely furjnized at its; duct* 
tion, and afked one of the officers, how long that idnd 
of weather ufualiy continued ? The reply was but little to 
his fatisfaAion ; for he was told, that at jlxim the rsdns coa* 
tinned for eleven months and twenty eight days of the year ; 
an account which he afterwards ibunjl exa^erated, although 
he affirms, that it rains there at leaft half the year ; for wfaiih 
reafon the country is only fertile in rice and trees, the 
fruits, roots, and other kinds of grain being deftroyed tly 
the wet. Jtkins affirms, that there is a Tegular returaii^ 
vernal and continual rains all over tbe coaft ; the fbrfner^m 
both fides the equator, are the longeft ajud moft inoeflant. 
They begin on the north fide of the line, at Sierra Leam^ 

•» BosMAN, cpift. 8. * Vide a paper in a late vol. of the 

Phil. Tranfad. by the ingenious Dr. firadlqr. 

in 
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in May."; oa the Gold Coajl in Aprils preceded by fouth-foutli- 
£aft winds ; whereas fouth the equator, the rernal rains fall 
at Caipe Loj^ez in O^ber, ;^nd at Angola, in November. The 
.efficient cauie$ of thofe periodical returns it is not our 
bufin^s to examine, though we may venture to conjcfture, 
;that the final caufe is to imbrue the land, and cover it with 
verdiire and fertility, where the inhabitants have undcr- 
ftandiiig ar^d iaduftry enough to co-operate with the wifdom 
and goodnefs of Providence. When our author was at Cape 
Coafim 17^11, the rains begun about the middle' of Jpril^ 
and continued tiH the .end ox May y without intermiflion ; but 
generally much heavier at night, accompanied with continued 
thunder, lightening, and calnis. Whenever they felt a breezy, 
.it was foutherly, direQly upon the land, while the clouds 
that contained the rai9 followed in a regular fucceffion from 
thcDccan. Jf the horizon ever brightned, as it fometimes did 
iorafew^miimtes, then the fup's heat was felt with redoubled 

fervor* (4). 

. The npgroes avoid the rain with extreme anxiety, believ- Thenegroit 
tog it to be pxceedingly permcious to their health ; and in- tfteemraia 
{deed the obfervations of the Dutch, in particular feafons, uffwhoU* 
fce» to -confirm their conjefture. During thofe ftorms,/'!'''* 
."wluch they call travadosy the rain which falls near the line 
and within the tropics is perfeftly red, and of fo pernicious 
equality, that if the failprs ileep in their w^et cloaths, as 
they freque^ntly do upon other occaiions, they are certain not 
iQ efc^ dao^rous maladies. Artus aflerts, that the cloaths 
:Aey thipw^ff after thefe, rains, rot and mould in an incredi- 
bly ihort time, if they be not perfeftly dried. . So dreadful 
is rain to the negroes, that if tl^y are catched in the fmalleft 
Aowcr, they crofs their arms over their heads to defend it, 
nm with all then* fpeed to the fiift retreat, and, feem tp 

* Atkins, p. 139. ' 



(A) W4e cannot av6id ob- 
feving, Aat Dr. Hdkf^ re^ 
sn^ foems to Jie confirmed 
4f t)^.>^x|perien€e of thofe per- 
fcn»w4o. have refided in Gf</- 
'^9. He affirms, that the ex- 
p^tio^s or vapours fupplying 
itains, fnow, hail, niift, fogs, 
*nd dews, are raifed from co5is 
and ihallows inore abundantly, 
flian frdm.tbe msan ocean. In 
G«/»/y, that hazincfs of the 
l^oriz 00| and tho& ;gre«i| dews 



which fallout of the x^isy Tea* 
foRs 00 the coaft, are rarely 
felt tM^p mil^s from the Ihorie, 
not ev^ in the roads wbepe th^ 
ihips, anchor. .Were it otherrf- 
wife, tho|q dan^ps would hf 
moft felt over a great body of 
water j yet experience proves 
on the contrary, that exhala- 
tions of every kind dimimni, in 
proportion as we advance in- 
to tiiie ocean, and retire from 
land. 
M % groaa 



i6it Th Hiftvty tf the Gold Coaft. B.XVll 

groan at every drop that falls upon them. For this reafon it 
is, that when they fleep at night upon their mats, they lie ai 
clofe as poffible to the fire, and anoint their bodies with oili 
as a defence againft wet, by fhutting u{) their pores and de- 
nying admiffion to the rain, the remote caufe of all their 
Oftorna- difeafes. Thofe terrible tornadoes^ or as the Portvgnefe call 
dots* them, frdVados^ ufuilly foilo'^ the courfe of the fun, which 

would feem to draw them by its influence. They are vorti- 
ces or whirlwiiads, Vrhich are raifed in the eaft-fouth-eaft, 
and fometimes in the north, or fome points to the weft, 
accompanied with terrible claps of thunder, dreadful flafhes 
of lightening, fhowers that feem to fall in one united body 
of Vater, and a darknefs fo total, that day is turned into 
night. They laft for about an hour and a half, fometimes 
more ; but as foon as they are over, the flcy immediately re- 
turns to its former ferenity and brightnefs, the change bdbg 
as fudden,* as the effefts of the ftorm are violent. When 
they happen in the good feafons, or the fummer, they are 
lefs terrible than in the winter ; but they are more incon- 
venient, as they are followed for fome days by cold rains, 
and heavy beyond defcription. In the, winter, the (hips b 
the road are in the utmoft danger, and mariners have every 
thing to dread from the fury and impetuofity of thofe hurri- 
canes ; but nature has wifely provided for their fecurity, ty 
giving notice of their approach, by infallible ligns.« A tMck 
blade cloud is perceived at a diftancc, and experience has 
taught the feamen, whether they are to expeft wind or rain; 
for if the cloud be marked with white fpots, the former is 
' the fure confeque.nce ; but if it appear uniformly black, thea 
-heavy rains m^y be expefted ^. 

BdsMA^ affirms, that they are lefs frequent on the coaft 
x>i Guiney^ than he has known them, and always lefs Solent 
He relates from the papers of the dircftor Valkenburgy that at 
Elmina in the year 1651, there happened fo dreadful a tor^ 
nadoty as perfuaded the inhabitants that all nature wasccon* 
vulfed, and the tremendous day approaching, whea thfc 
world (hould btf atinihilated. Gold and fdver were melted in 
their bags, fwbrds in tlie fcabbards, fhips were driven bj 
the force of the wind out at a great diftance from the fea, 
large trees torn up by the rodts, and houfes carried off 
their foundations ; the elements of fire, air, and water, all 
contending which Ihould aft witli the greateft violence, and 
•produce effefts the moft aftoniflaing. Bofman has himfelf 
inown hurricanes, very little ihort of the fury of thi^ 

* Atkin9, ibid. A*tu«, p. 70, apitd De Bruy. 
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|)qt they gradually declined every year ; and now, fays he, 
they are fcarcely at all dangerous ^ ; a faft whlqh we muft 
fceg leave to difpute, as the contrary is but too oft^a expe^". 
rienced by fleets iq ^Jt^^ Africa, and jTneri,C(;f. 

All writers agree in Arming, that no quarter of the 
globe produces thofe tqrnadoes fo frequently as the coa(l ot 
Africa^ which probajbly arif(?s fron^ the great abundance of 
nitrous and fiilphureous e^^Halatioqs ip the atmofphere, the 
intenfe heat of thf fun, aqd the continual rains. If the 
clouds containing thef^ materials be con^paft, and the hetero- 
geneaus. con tents ftrpiig, various, and unequal, then the cx- 
plofion is propqrtionably violent, and aftonifhingly loud, if 
U be near, It is remarked, that neither thunder or lighten- 
ing, are ever perceived at a grea.t diftance from fhor^ ; cor^if- 
caiions of the fky have fome;imes been miftak^n for lighten-, 
ing but we have never read that thi^nder had ever been 
heard an 160 leagues from landj and from this principle 
may the whole phaenomenon be explained, which, however, 
V^e (hall leave to philofophers. Certain it is, that thofe hur-* 
ricanes are limited to a very fmall fpace, for (hips have beea 
fluittered to pieces at C(\pe Coaft, when they have haid fine 
^erene weather at Ar^n^abqa, not three leagues diftiant (B).' 

The Portuguefe hajVC given the appellatioa of terreno to Ofth^^nt 
a violent l^nd wind, which the natives call harmattan, blow- reno or ' , 
ing from the eaft about Chriftmas and Mjdfummer, Th^k land clouJx 
all or a fudden rife with fuch fury, as immediately to fup- f 

prefs the fea bf eezes, the ftorm continuing for two or three, 
frequently fpui^ or five days, as Bo/man has experienced at 
Bourtry, in theyear ;6<8^2. Atkins {^ys, that they continue 
only a few houjrs ; but hij^fliort refidence on the coaft, could 
not furnifti fo many ihftances^ or fuch accurate obfervaribns, as 
the preceding- authof has made. The fun is totally obfcured, 
, the (ky dark, the air piercing cold, thicH, andfofharp as to 
afFeft the eyes, during the continuance of the ftdrm. The 
nakednefs of the negroes renders them extremely fenfible of this 
change, and our author has feen them tremble with cold, as if 
^6 fliv^ring paroxyfm of an ague had fclzed'them; even tha 

^Epift. 8, 

* * ji> 

(B) Some writers fpeak of what ]l>agenf wherie' a large metallic 
they call a material thunder- fabftahcc is 'fllewn for a thun- 
^t ; fach a one is faid to have derbolt. Yet it is probables- 
fallen on the Turkijb Mofque at that this is no more than fom0. 
^dV-wffo^/^ ini693, andfdchare mineral melted by the heat o% 
fliewn in the cabinets dif the the lightening, or a union of. 
^rious, jjarticttlarly at Qopcn- metals. 
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Europeans^ who eafily eDdiirc northern climates, fuppott tKs 
fudden change with great difficulty ; they are forced to kec]^ 
themfelves clofe fliut up in their apartments, kindle large fires; 
and drink ftrong fpirits, to defend them againft the ?igour w 
the air, which, though int^^nfely cold, is fp fuffbcating and 
clofe, that few are able to breathe in it freely. Nor are thofe • 
harmattans lefs pernicious to the brute animals ; and the ne- 
groes, who know the confequence, fliut their cattle up vs\ 
their honfes, upon thofe occafions. The goats, which by 
way of -experiment the governor of Cape Coaji expofedto *• 
the open air, were found dead in lefs than four hours. 
Boards are warped, paper and parchment Ihrivelled by this 
wind, as if they had been expofed to the meridian heat of 
the fun, Or held over a fire; and Barbot relates, that focon- 
'trafted were the v. ainfcoatings of the chambers, and the 
boards of their chefts, drawers, and efcritores, that large 
chinks appeared in ^11 the grooves, .which clofed up as fooa 
sts the harmattans ceafed. Thefe are extraordinary and con- 
tradiftory effefts, which we will not pretend to queftion, as 
theyareatteftcd by fo many authentic writers, nqr to explain 
from any of the known principles of nature °*. '" 

Of fhf Ti?E trade' winds blow frefh and equal here, as ii) 

trade Other parts of the globe, within 30 degrees of the equator. 
fyainds* • On the Gold Coafty the true trade winds are wefterly, keepiBg 
a tra^ with the fhore, where it ftretches eaflward. Agaia 
from the river Gabon, under the line, the land deflefts 
fouthward, the winds IJkewife keep nearly in a parallel with 
it, and veering from fouth-eaft, to fouth-by-eaft ; in both, 
the fhore feems to fiefleft the true trade winds, in the fame 
jlianner ^s capes do tides or currents. If at particular 
feafons, as is renpiarked In the rainy feafon, the winds become 
more foutherly, they arie weak ; and as the fun is at thi^ 
time north of the equinoftial, the final caufe is, probably to 
reftore an equilibrium to that air at l^nd, which is more 
^'arefied by a ftronger reflefted heat. 
f,anJ Lastly, the natives of this coaft enjoy the benefit of the 

^andfea land and fea breezes, which are gales of no great ftrength or 
breeTCfs. (extent, but extremely refreflaing and neteflary, where the fan- 
beam$ beat with fuch an infuppor table power. The fca 
Jjreeze comes on about tenan the morning, frefh, fweet, and 
enlivening ; but the land breeze which fucceeds akt night, is 
faint, fultry,* and fiaetid, efpecially when it blows fi-om rivers, 
where ianlcs are marftiy, and covered with rotten nmgrm 
trfccs, a thing frequent }n tjfiis country ". 

^ Barpot, p. 193, &fcq. Atkins, p, 149. » Atkins, ih^? 
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Wb have already fpoken of the gold and fait of the Cold Of the 
Coqft^ in our defcription of thedifiereat kingdoms; it is now quadru- 
time we fiiould proceed to a fliort account of the quadrupeds, P^.' ofth$^ 
fowls, fifti, grains, fruits, and roots of the country* Among ^^\ 
their tame animals, the firft in rank on acowint of their ^*^*** 
utility, are homed cattle, as bulls, cows, (heep, and goats^ 
with which Binkira^ Jffimto, Akint, and all the inland coun* 
tries abound, though only a few black cattle are brought to 
the coaft. At j^xim, indeed, P^cke/on, Ebnina, and Acra, 
they are pretty numerous^ as thefe countries have an eafy 
means of couveying them from Aquamboe and Lampu At 
Jxim t^e pafture is good, the cattle thrive well, breed, faft 
and fatten ; but at Elminay and the adjacent countries, they 
are always lean, dry, furnifhing but little milk, and bad 
beef. Bo/man obferves, that in this country only, the cows 
are ever milked, the negroes being intirely ignorant both of 
'the ufe arid manner of thait operation.; and here twenty or 
thirty cows are fcarce fujBScient to furnifh the direftor gene- 
nrs table with milk. The cattle are fo light And fmall, 
that the largeft bull doth not weigh above 250 pound? ; how- 
ever, their fize and weight are by no means proportionable; 
and it is the obfcrvation of writers, that all the animals are 
fpecifically lighter on the Coid Coaft ^ than in any other part 
of the globe, which they imagine proceeds from the nature 
of iheif aliment, that inftead of firm and folid, produces 
only a fpongy, loofe, and tough flefh. Hence it is, that all 
the beef killed for their maHcets, is of an ungrateful and 
really naufeous tafte ; notwithftanding which, a cow fells at 
fo high a price, as twelve pounds fterling; a proof that 
black cattle are not very plentiful ®. j^rtus, after obferving 
die diminutive growth of the cattle, adds, that their fcarcity >^ 
.arifes from the difficulty of rearing the calves, with fo 
finall a quantity of milk as is produced by the dam ; and 
hence their veal is ftill worfe than the beef, having a. 
peculiarly offenfive tafte, as well as a foftnefs extremely 
iifcgrceablcLP. 

Sheep are plentiful all over the country, of the fliape of 
our European (heep, but fmaller by half, and covered with 
hair ijiftead of wool; ** fo that here," fays Bo/man, ** nature 
" is inverted, men wear wool and (heep hair." Their fleih 
does not in the leaft refcmble mutton in the tafte ; it is dry, 
lean, and hard, fo that perfons of delicate appetites feldom 
^jlt it, arid yet it is above the price which the common people 
Ciin aflford, A ftieep is fold at thirty ftiillings ; an extraor* 

^BosMAN, «plft. 14. ' P- 198. apud De Bruy, 

M 4 ^^7 
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nary price for an animal fo finally fo ufelefs, and fo abufitkiM 
as writers dcfcribe them (C). 

Goats are innumerable ; every field and hill is covenri 
with them. Their (hape differs in nothing from thofc w^ 
every day fee, but their fize is infinitely fmaller ; though tiw 
19 fufficiently compenfated by the quality of their flefli, which 
is fweet, fat, and delicate, efpecially that of a he-goat af- 
trated when young, and turned out to the mountains. Yet 
are they fold at fo fmall a price as feven or eight Ihillingi 
each. We could wifh that authors had given us the reafons 
why a fliecp, whofe fle(h is contemptible, fhould bear afl cxt 
tra^agant price, while goats, that are eat by all degrees of 
men with pleafure, fell at fo trifling a fum. The negroes 
affign a very ridiculous caufe of the fn^ell peculiar to thij 
animal. They fay, that in the early ages of mankind thcfp 
was a goddefs who ufed to anoint her body with a fragrant 
ointment, which excited the emulation of the goats, aid 
made them refolve to petition this deity, that ftic would grant 
them the receipt for making the ointment. The goddcfe, 
incenfed at their prefumption, thought of a method to revenge 
hsrfelf, at the fame time that ihe obliged them by feemingW 
grant their requeft. Inftead of the fweet ointment, ihe gate 
them a box of a foetid mixture, with which they bedaubed their 
bodies, the ofFenfive fmdl communicating itfelf to all their pof- 
terity. To this day they remain ignorant of the deceit put upon 
them ; they imagine it the true unguent ufed by the goddefs, 
pride themfelves upon it, and are fo careful to preferve it, 
that they induftrioufly avoid the rain, wet, and every thing 
that can poflibly diminifli or wafh oiFthe delicious flavburP. 

The Gold Coafi produces horfes of a fmall fize, like thofc 
of the north and extreme cold climates. They are fcarce in 
the maritime kingdoms, but plentiful enough in the interior 
countries. Their fhape is bad, the head like that of anafs, 
and always hanging down ; nor is their; mettle much higher, 
it requiring violent blows to ^put them on a trot, which is 
their quickeft pace. According to Bofman, they arc fo loyf, 

BosM. epift. 14. 

(C) Smith remarks, that thp lity of their flefli and wool. 

Guiney (hcep fo little refemblf? ''.One is amazed," ftys. he, 

the European^ that they can " to hear an animal bleat like 

hardly be termed the fame ge- ** a fheep that is covered with 

nus, but from their fhape and " >Jack and white hair like t 

bleating; fo different is the ^ua- " dog (i),'^ 

(t>P. 147. . 

4 that 
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that a tall man monnted on their backs may eafily touch tho ' 
ground with his feet. The country likewile produces a few 
jifles, taller and handfomer than the horfes, and generally 
preferred for riding ; for neither are Qiuch ufed in carrying 
burdens. It is remarked, that they thrive badly near the 
fea ; and Bo/man relates^ that three or four afles, which they 
procured from the interior countries^ foon died at Eimina. 
Hogs are in great plenty ;' but like the reft of their quadru« 
peds <^ little value, and their. AtCb. lean and hard.. Thofe 
however which the Europeans fatten are tolerable, though 
greatly inferior to the pork of Whidah, the beft, according to 
pur writers of voyagejs, in the known" world ^. One may 
judge of the fcarcity of good pork by the price of a fat hog, 
jyhich is feldom fold for lefs than three poun({s ten fhilUnge^ 
^crling, 

Bp,T of all animal food dogs fleQi is in the grjeatefl repute 
among the negroes. Thofe of the country are a peculiar 
fpedes, idjftinft from any known in Europe: they neithef 
bitje Qv bark ; they are of all colours, black, red, white, and 
yelloiw : an4 even the European dogs degenerate furprifingly ia 
a few years ; their ears growing long, ftiff, and ereft, like thofe 
of a fox. The negroes gjv^ a great pricp for a dog ; they 
build kennels for them, breed up the ypung with gr^t care, 
and drive them to market like flocks of fheep, where' they 
fell at an exorbitant price. Barbot fays, that their tails kr^ 
long, pointed, and without hair ; fometimes, fays he, their 
whole flcins are bare and fpeckled ; but this kind of animal 
is not frequent, nor is it much coveted, being equally offen- 
five to the fight and the touch. The negroes, borrowing 
the name from the Portuguefe^ call dogs cabra de matto, be- 
caufe they love their flefli, and prefer it to beef or mutton. 

A CAT is an animal much efteemed by negroes, efpecially 
fuch of them as are expert in killing rats and mice, creatures 
vnth which the whole coaft is greatly infefted. Some of 
them eat their flefli; but this is a k}nd of food in little 
requeft, except ainohg the pooreft negrqe? and flav^s, who 
fometimes fteal them from the Eiiropcans^ for that purpof^i, 
and to fatisfy the cravings of nature ^ . 
: We now come to the wild quadrupeds, among which th^ 
elephant claims the flrft pkice, on account of his jprodigious 
bulk and great fagacity,. This noble animal has been already 
defcribed, but the writers of voyages obferve fome peculiar 
properties in the elephant of the Gold Coaft y and indeed a 
creature of fo immenfe ftature and fo extraordinary qualities 
• / . . . ... 

9 BoiM. epift. 14. !!: Artus&Bosm. inlocixitads. 
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will always afford room for new obfervations. No part 

Jfrhdy or perhaps of the known world, has a greater nnj 

bcr of elephants than the jfvory Coa/l\ but they are not 

nnmerons on the Gold Coafi. The countries of Ancobar 

j^im produce indeed a great number ; but as thefe 

form the frontiers of both coafts, they ire probably the 

phants of the Ivory Coaft that are met with and every 

killed here. A good many are likewife found in the 

dom of Fetu ; and it may ferve for a general obfervatic 

that the lefs populous a country is the more it abounds wit 

vdid animals of all kinds. All the interior kingdoms 

theqi» from whence they come down to the coaftsi, wit 

snufquet fhot of the i^z/rc^/^an Settlements, and commit abi 

dance of mifchief, carrying terror and defolation wherc-cf( 

they go* In the year 1697 an elephant of an ud< 

magnitude was killed near the Dutch fort of Acra^ his 

great teeth or tuflcs weighing 220 pounds. In 1700 aaef 

at Axtniy that was accuftomed to elephant-hunting, and 

killed (everal, took aim at one that came near his hut, 

the mufquet miffing fire, the elephant gave him chace, oi 

took him, and broke the gun in pieces, difdaining to 

the man. The fame year an elephant came to Elminat ^| 

ing gravely along the ftiore, when he was firfl difcovercd 

the negroes, who bbldly furrounded him unfurnifhed 

weapons. The elephant, fiiflered them to encompafs jaiB^ 

going gravely along with them to mount' ^Sf. Jfago^ 

one of the officers of the fort fired at him with a mufqw 

ball, which hit him above the eye, but did not even in 

tate or feem in the leafl: to offend him. Neither this 

feveral other fhots poured in upon him made him in 

fmallefl degree mend his pace; the only eficft they had 

to make him now and then tofs his head in a menacing m^ 

per, and prick up his ears, which were of a prodigious & 

At laft he entered the company's gardens, pufliing before bl 

the gate> as if no impediment at all were in the way, and br( 

ing down large coco trees ; in doing which, fays our aut 

the force he exerted may aptly be compared to tbe fhenj 

a man applies in beatiilg a child, While he was in th^ g 

den above an hundred fhot were fired at him, which inad| 

him bleed exceedingly, but did not raife his indignariofl 

por would his fury at all have, broke forth, if a negro b 

not been tardy enough to lay hold of his tail find attempt 

cut it off, a piece of imprudence of which he had foon ra 

fon to repent. The elephant turned fwiftly round, hit hir 

with his probofcis, which overturned him, then trampled 

. ;^nd tore him in pi^c^ with his tulks aiid feet ; after which 

be 



D. >• ^^ Hififfy of the Gold Coaft. 171 

b&^ nKmd a little afide and fufibred the body to be tsOsen 
iwd^ without offering the kaft refiftance. At length through 
bis of blood ^e became faint, and retiring under the fiiade i 

»f a tree laid himfelf quietly down and breathed his taft ; a \ 

^ctimfiance that confirms Bojman in the notion the negroes j 

Imve^ that as foon as an ele^iant perceives death approach* / 

tiig, be retires out of decency under a tree or into a thicket, ~^ 
knd there expires. He had feen four inftances of this, and- 
WAS toM of a number of others from unqueftionabk au** 
Ihority •. 

The elephants rf this coaft are rather of a finaller fize 
tiian thofe of the Ea/i Indies, but fimilar in /hape and difpo- 
Btion. Bojman is at great pains to refute the aflertions of 
Itttfiralifts concerning this ammal, which he thinly abfurd 
and impoflible. He denies, that we Icnow any thing of theijr 
ptonoer of engendering, in "^^hich they are extremely fhy ana 
modc& : he ridicules the common notions of their long preg- 
iKtemcy^ extraordinary age, fhcdding their teeth, and a num- 
ber of other circumftanccs related for truth by Plii^y, and 
from him adopted by fucceeding naturalills ; but the laft 
paartlcular is afferted by Smith, and corroborated with fuch 
argufineots as one would think fulEcient to confirm it. , 
Atkint joins in the fame opinion ; but then hs confines it to 
^e young ones, believing that they change the old for young 
teeth, like children and fome brute animals. To this may 
be adkled the teftimony of the negroes, from experience, who* 
sever fiiid but a fingle tooth at a tim^, and that frequently 
where nO dead elephant or ikeleton had ever been found, 
Barbot aflures us, that an elephant fwims with the fwiftneis 
(tf a galley with fix oars, and will out-run a horfe for a ftiort 
diibince ; qualities which one would not expeft in an animal ^ 
pf fo prodigious bulk. The negroes diftinguifii them into 
ihr^ kinds, the river, the mountain, and the wood eler 
phant. The river elephant takes its name from its delight* 
ing in tnarfhy grounds and the borders of rivers that over? 
flow their banks. The teeth of this animal have a bluifh 
cajft, are fpongious^ difficult to draw and work on atcoUnt of 
roots and knobs which change the courfe of the grain. The 
mquntain elephant is fierce, outrageous, and difficult to break ; 
the teeth fmall, but hard and much ^fteemed. As for the ele? 
phant that is found in woods, it is of all the iargeft and gen- 
tleft ; the teeth large, white, and in quality the neareft tq 
thofe of the, mountain elephant. ' Hunting them is a common, f 
l^ut 4ai^erous diverfion, and feveral of th^ i;€pro|$ |ofe their 

lives 
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Eves cvcfy year in tbisfport. The moft cprnmou stnsd furdl 
Qietjiod is t6 fire at them with iron bullets ; for lead is foaii4 
%(X> foft to penetrate thofe tl^ick, hard fcalqjs that ferve fo^ 
iCbielcl his body, like a coat of mail. No white elephants afi^ 
^ver met with on the coaft, although travellers relate, that 
they arc common enough in the interior countries along the 
Niger, in JbyJ^nia, and in the province gf Zan^iff/tr, Not* 
withftanding the R^pnftrous fize of this apimal, the parts, 
ferving for generation are fmall, add by no means prapot> 
tioned to the bulk of the body. They are concealed withi{( 
the reins, "as Bo/man exprefles it, which may perhaps h^ttf 
given rife to the notion of their engendering backwards! 
but this is fyfBcient coiicerning an animal not peculiar to tfaii 
country, that hs^ fo frequently beeq defcribed by the motf 
accxirate naturalifts ^ 

Tigers are very numerous in almoft cverypart qf the coaft^ 
The negroes call tliem Boherit and they are uftyilly of the 
iize of a calf, large and ftrong in the fore fe?t and ll\oulderfc" 
and the ikin beautifully fpotted with black s^nd yellofw; 
They are more deftruftive in Guiney than all the oth^r beaihs 
of prey ; and 2, man that enters a wood unarmed runs tile 
greateil hazard of his life ; however, nothing befides hunger 
will oblige thf m to attack a man. Bo/man has feen yooi^ 
ones fo tame that they might be fondled and played with as 
'■ familiarly as a cat ; but the fiercenefs of their nature reciffa 
jis they grow up. The negroes diftinguifti them into fi'^fe ; 
different fpecies, and affix proper names to each ; but ti\ \ 
author has either ventured to tranflate thofe terms or defcribqf 1 
the charafteriflical marks ° (D)^ 

In fize the bufFaloe comes neareft to the elephant of any 
quadruped found on the Gold Coq/i; but they are To fcarca ■ 
as hardly to merit a rank among the aninials of the country^ 
The jackcall is always found on the G0I4 C^qft, particular!]! ; 

\ Auft. ult. citat.ibid. & Barbot, p. 207. ^ £arb. ibid. I 

' (D) Bo/man relates the fol- ** to which a piece of mutton xy 

lowing method the Dutch have ** faftened by a cord, The muf- 

of kilHng the 'tigers, without ' " quet and mutton are fo dif- 

cither the dagger or fatigue of " pofed, that he cannot touch 

hunting thqfii; '* They lay fe* *' the latter without being op- 

** vera! loaded mufquets near •« pofite to the muzzle of the 

•* the Iheep fold, the lock well ** former, and the fmalleft touck 

*^ covered with a box (as a no- " makes it go off. in the mannei^ 






tion prevails, that a tiger *' of a trap*' (2). 
dreads the fjght of fire arms), ' ' " . •■' 
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In j^qtlainboe and Jcra, It is a bold &nd fierce animal/ that 
attacks whatever comes in tHc way* This is a fpeties of 
wild dogj of the fizc of a maftifF, long in the limbs, with 
large ftrong claws, thtir hair fhort and fpotted, their head 
large and flat, • and their teeth furprifingly ftiarp and pointed. 
It is probable, from fomie citcumftances Avhich voyagers re- 
late,^ that he has frequently been miftaken for the wolf; and 
indeed the defcription which moft writers give of either may 
very well ferve for both. Notwithftanding Bofman and Smkh 
defcribe the head of the jackcall in the preceding manner, 
igrc have rcafon to believe, from good authority, that his 
head more refcmbles that of a fox than of a maftifF; a great 
fpace. between the eyes, the upper part of the face broad^ 
terminating like a wedge at the mouth. 

On the Gold Coaft is a fpecies of wild boar, but ,not fo 

fierce as in northern and cold countries. As they are not 

numerous, and the flefti tender, fat, and delicious, they fell 

at a great price; and are always preferred to tame hogs. 

Peer of all kinds and fizes are found in every part of the 

country, and in fuch abundance, that they are feen in flocks 

of an hundred together. Bofman mentions twenty diflerent 

kinds of deer, fome as large as a fmall cow, and others not 

exceeding a cat in fize. The moft beautiful is a fmall red 

deer, with (hort black horns, and legs as (lender as a tobacco- 

jMpe. Nothing can exceed this little delicate animal in fwift* 

aefs and aftivity, which Bofman feys he has feen leap over ia 

wall fourteen feet high with the utmoft facility (E). Another 

; kind of deer he defcribes of a fine orange colour, beautifully 

1 fpeckled and ftreaked with white, his head, ears, and legs • 

I long, and the latter delicately flender. Several Europeans 

l^a^e attempted to import both thefe animals, but they were 

of fo delicate a nature, that, though they were enclofed in 

I boxes * filled with cotton, they died as foon as they entered , 

1 a cold climate. 

Art us relates, that fome countries on the Gold Coafl 

i abound with incredible number of hares, rabbets, does, and 

fcxes ; in' taking oF which the negroes have faveral ingenious 

• • 

^ Epift. 14. 

(£) ^ndth calls this animal a bring them as prefents to the 

beautiful fort of antelope, about European factors, by whom they 

the fizc of a rabbet ; butfofwift are highly valued, both for 

that it feems to fly among the their beauty and the deliciouf* 

buihes; however, the negroes nefs of their flefh (3). 
(ometimes catch them^ and 

con- 
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cobtrivaiK^s ^ Bofiaan oaentioas four difier^ot &rt9 <^ "wtU 
cats, among which he reckons the dvet-catt which the-iifif 
groes have the art of catching ygu^g and felt to the Sur^ 
'^ans for aiae or ten flulUngs each. Great care atid traaUp 
are required to reaf them : the food is pap, {%aaado of b^P^ 
millet, &Q&1 and fiih ; the two laft to he given ^widi cauM 
They produce civet even when very youog» of which that of 
male is the beft> the urine of the fe»ak fpoilia^ the ^«i^ 
,of the civet. According to JSurbot the civet-cat, whicfa 
negproes call kankan, and the P^rtugue/ef g^os de 
refeipbles a fox in fize aod Aiape, httt the feet €q 
longer, and the tail exadly like a cat'si, if not kxiger 
portion to,the4>ody# The hair is grey, lotted w^ith bfafiL 
It prefers the entrails oi anijnals to millet or any other foo^ 
imd living'upon fle(h, it is fuppofed, increafes the quantlqi^ 
of civet 2. Barbot makes dir^dly tkkt fame ohfen^^n^irift 
Bofman concerning the moflc of the female ; a&d both mki^ 
tiut it is cuftomary to torment, tease, wA irritate faer 
Jthe muik is taken from the bag, which it is fuppofed heigtottl 
the flavour : and Bofman recommends a feiooth wooden if&^ 
to be ufed in emptying the (ac or b^g, for fear of wouiidB% 
ihe tender coats *• 

HsfiE likewife are fouad a few porci^nes, ir-htrh ^\}pm 
describes about/ two feet and a half high, 'and with le^b^ 
keen, that it will gnaw through the hardeft wood. He^«te 
put one of them in an oak hQg(head, bjrway of cag^ lUr 
gining that he had fofficiently guarded agsinft its t&i|i^ 
kax in the fpace of one night it had ^Imoft eat throogh. W^ 
is fo bold that he ventures to attack the laigeft fiiafee, aaS 
' fierce battles frequently happen betwden them< The iiegrak; 

/ and ibme Europeans efteem t^heir fleOi very ddidous. Jfij^' 
ffM(i> fpeaks alfp of a kind of he%e«hog; but^thouc di 
quality of rolling .itfelf as our Eurc^tm. hedge-hogs 60K 
And Arius mentions a number of wild quadrupeds j^dctifiik' 
to tfaecoafl; but as no writer has tiefcribed them aU, we 
muft be fatisfied with the unperfeft accounts they iair<kYl^« ' 

On the GoUGo^ is found a quadruped which the iK^CBft 
call potto, the fluggard ; a name probably given from Hs 
fluggiih and heavy nature, a few yards being a long day% 
journey. Some writers affirm, that when this animal has 
ittiade his way up a tree, remembering the fatigue he undcr- 
Ivent, he does not remove his quarters till he has intirel^ 
confumed the leaves, after which he defcends fleek and fatj 
but is fo tfdious in his prqgpefs to another tree, that he lofa 

TT Apud DeBruy, p. 52. « Ubi ftpra. ^ « P. 209, 

» Bpil 14. « Artui, ibid. 

all 
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ijltl the b^iefit of his Isift fituation^ becomiog poGr, lean^ aad 
^Ibeble before he can fix m a new habitation. It is an animal 
l^hideonny ugly, chat Bqfman believes Bature j>roducc6 ae- 
mJQg equal to it in this particular. Its fore feet greatly 
pigfemble hands ; it is cloathed with a coarfe red hair, and its 
^d .lar^e beyqnd all proportion to the fize of the body. 
[This is the whole of his defcription, which he ooocltKies 
^i^ iiSrmiag, tbat it was not poflible to look upon it with- 
^fOtkuTor^ its uglinefs cooftituting all that is pec^iiiar to it, 
J^fA^ tUs> Bojman Higbtly mentions three or foiir other 
a4Faped^ abnoft peculiar to Guiney. Among thefe is a 
^e.a^imal td which the negroes give the name of betbc% 
^pdthe EuTQ^eans of 'mine bihier^from its fondnefs of paha 
^lipoe, which it fucks up with greedinefs. He calls it a fpecies 
" cat^ but wkh a longer head and more pointed fnout or 
% jotted like the civet cat^ a^ive and fierce when en- 
d, but ^otherwife tame and familiar, after it has be^i 
i|l;(nned to be handled. The next animal is about the 
qf asat^ of a mixed colour of brown and grey hair with 
},tt fpots ; the tail is .long, and furnifhed with a fine fmooth 
with which it covers the whple back> like a fquirrel^ 
rf which it feems to be a fpecies. The third fort, when full 
Jlppv^i are about twice the bulk of the former, mifcMevous, 
.£efee, and du^rous in the bite. The negroes call it kokebo^ 
rft is ^ cndel enemy to the feathered kind, efpeciaily icmlSf 
^!^ch it Cinches by fpeed of foot, and carries piF by' its 
e^thy though but. a imall animal. This Bofman has feen 
do ; . thocigh -he queftions the ^veracity of many Aories 
ted of it by f^u^nburg^, . 
viN the woods is found a long {lender animal, fometbing 
bHag a ^veazel in fhape, with a Icmg^ tail and la^e brulh 
y^tr^he e^tiien^iQr. His colour is pale,, inclining to brown, and 
Lte hair long and thin. The negroes call this animal arampo, 
^.man eater 'y becaufe it digs up graves, and prefers human . 
14^ to all o^ers. ' The negroes relate, that as foo9 as 4t 
uncovers a body, and perfeftly removes the earth from it, it 
CKs roYiltd the grave, as if they intimated, fay the negtoes^ 
Jiat a bad a£^ion cannot be committed without feelii^:^ fei); 
fa^on of repugnance, agreeable to the poet's maxim ^ ; 
'* . ■ 

^Exemjfio quddcun^e mih cammttitur ipfi 
Difplicet authri. Prima eji hag ul^iQ^ quod fa 
Judke, nemo nocens abjilvitut " 

^ SosMAM, Epift. 14. ' * Smith, p«i47«... .^ 

But 
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bdt however natural and ingenious this refleftion may 
be, we are inclined to believe, that thefe rounds are ra- 
ther taken to examine the ground ; the animal dreading, 
through a natural inftinA, the lofs of it$ prey; ^nd the 
fame is remarked of cats and- dogs, who feize upon aiy 
thing clandeftinely, and before leave has been granted t^ 
their mafters. 

Bt>T of all the ijuWrupeds ori tfic Gold Coaft, rats id 
mice are the nioft numerous and deftru^live. One fpedes 
of the former is large and fierce, committing prod^oQS 
havock among the grain. The Dutch call it a wild rat; k 
refembling that animal in ihape and nature, • though it dM 
Exceeds the fize of a cat.* The flefti of it is eaten wth 
luxury by the negroes, and thought delicious by fuch Em* 
feans as could overcome their prejudices, and prevail oa 
themfelves to eat a rat. At Axim is fecn another kind rf 
rat, which the negroes call boutre, of much »the fame &» 
with the former, but more flender. It is inconceivable ditf 
damage this little animal does in the magazines of com, ood 
of then! deftroyirig in a night more than a hundred commoQ 
rats ; for after having ekt M it can, then it falls to work to 
ipoil all it cannot carry oJF. Among the mice of the country 
Bofindn fpeaks of one which he calls the muflc-moule, oil 
account of its ftrdng civet flavour ; which, he believ^, pro- 
ceeds from the fkin, and not from any particular Ik kt 
which the perfume is contained. Both he and Smith fflBn* 
guifh above fifty different forts of mice, all of thcrfa agrcdtt 
in one quality, of bejng is mifchievoUs as pof&ble. Tl» 
fame they afErm of the monkey> an animal eltremely abtQi* 
'dant here, and as various in their kinds as they afe nume- 
rous. The nioft common fort are thofe the Dutch call 
fmitten, of a pale moufe colour, and extraordinary fjze^ 
fome of them above five feet high. Be/man faw one as larp 
as an ordinary man, but lefs corpulent. An Engli/b gend^ 
man related to him, that at IVinibaw they are lo bold and 
ftrong, as to attack a man, and two foldiers belonging to 
the faftory were once in great danger of being cuffed to deadi 
by a company of apes, had they not been, feafonably refcued. 
The negroes are fiilly convinced, that policy only prevents 
thdr fpeaking, which they decline, to avoid work and to live 
in indolence. He fpeaks of a beautiful ]tt black fmall mon- 
key, with long hair, and a white beard, which Europeans 
greatly prize, and purchafe for about eighteen fhitlings fter- 
ling. Befides thefe they are fond of three other kinds, all 
of them exceeding fmall, of a mi^ed colour, with breaib 
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^;eu1 &ceSy and a difpofition beyond imagination docile and tra^^ 
tabic, ^ut It would be endlefs to recite all the various kinds pf 
wHoh voyagers, fpcak, efpecially as they may all be ranged 
ttoder two general clafTes, the wild and tame : the fo^-mei^ 
large, bold, and of a fiercenefs thi^t cannot be fubdued ; 
and the other fmaUer, gendp, arid familiary in its nature ; but 
full of fport, tricks, and wantonnefii ^ There is one hpw- 
tver which 'wre .cannot help defcribing, from Smithy Jtkin{, 

\^d. Barht, on account of its near refemblance in iigunf,,. 

.features, natural and imitative qualities, to theh^manfpecie^. 
|t had a regular and well framed face, exaftly refembiing- a 

.child's, ; thinly covered with hair ; it had no tail, and would 

fu nothing bi|t nijlk, and boiled millet or barley. Whqi 
ungry, it cried fo like a child, that it was not pofliblf 
,to dilKnguifh their voices, The arms and hands were per- 
^eftly well proportioned, ai\d the animal ufcd them with all 
.^he addrefs of a human creature. Barbot obrerves, that the 
face is perfeftly white, but wrinkled, more ftrongly refem- 
4)^ng a little old woman than a child. The teeth are regu- 
lar but yellqw, and the palms of the hands and fingers e:^- 
ceeding white and faiooth, the reft of the body being cloathcd 
• with a natural coat of hair. They are reported to be e^- 
trqmely fond of women; and that the negro women fijc- / 
queritly admit of their beaftly embraces^ In a word, from 
their defcriptjon, this animal, which the negroes call baggQ^ 
appears to bi^ the iame we find mentioned by naturalifts, 
under the appellation of mandrill. Jtkins reports, that he 
;^equei\tly m^t with that fp^cies of ape coiled ouranoutang, 
in the v^oods of the Gold Coqft. In the year 1733, captaiji 
^/jxy^r brought one to London in his return from Angola, 
It die4 by the way j but he preferved the body fo carefully 
. Ijn fpirits, that he perfeftly kept his natural appearianc^, 
which in every refpeft refembled the? human figure. .Ifii 
face, and organs, of generation, his hands, legs, and feet, were 
.altogether human : ajEid captain Flow^ affi,rmg(i, that he ufed 
to walk erefl, fit upon a. chair on his buttocks, with his legp 
tanging down, eat and^ drink like a^ man. However, as 
tl^is animal ip mgntipned by po o.thci; §.uthor^ af.a native ojf 
Cmney, w^ \yUl not d\yell pn th^, defcriptioa ^, * 

Among the quadrupeds of thi Gold Coaji tj|.e lii^ai'd d^- 
fqnres notice ; of which there are various kinds. One, called 
qu9ggeio, is of a monftrous fize, approaching rather to that of 
an allegator than a lizard^. Jrtus, Dapper, and Barbot afHrm, 

' BosMAN, epift. 14; • pREVosT collect, des vojr. Lr« 



that it meaftires eight feet in length, the tall aloiieb6l«fg<0aje 
fourth, Its fcales^ arc compared to th^ l^?cs of aD-artk^kCi, 
but Icfs pointed, and fo iiiff that they protcft it ag»ii^-<fe 
bite of any animal. Its chief enemi^ are the t^er Hand 
Jeopard, whopurfue|t, and with great >diffictlltyoTerttdfie4f. 
As foon as th^ lizard per^ves that (be can no loager'depcitd 
upon her fwiftncfs, ihc wraps hcrfelf in her ooat of niml« i 
^nd becomes invulnerable. The negroes kill it by fkrMalg 
the head : they fdl the fkin to the'Eur&pcam^ aiid eat c& 
flcfti, whjch is white and reliihing. It lives npon -apts ; toi 
(:atch which it pvts oqt its long toi^c, covered with a glu- 
tinous faliva. Des Afarcbai^ fpeaks of it as a g^eiitle, mc^n- 
five animal ; but Dappjer qms it a hcaft of pr^y, that gret^ 
rcfembles the crocodile *. 

The ceymany crocpdile, or allegs^tor, which is a .finaH^ 
kind of the. fancMs anima|, is fo plenty in Guin^y that cva^ 
river on the coaft is filled with themi, efpecially about Bou-. 
fryf where Bo/man has feen fifty of them in ^ day, eac|i 
twenty feet long, lor hot weather they lie balking theoofelies 
in the fun in crowds along the ihore, and as k>oa as thqr 
perceive a man approaching plunge Into the river, though 
they fcldom fly from any other animal. The crocodile is fci 
well known, that it would be unneceflary to defcribe it. 
Another amphibious, animal found on the Gsld Coa/t is At 
guandy which in particular refembles the crocodile, but k no 
more than four feet in length. It isi fcaly, of a black groond, 
fpotted with dif&reht colours ; the eyes arc round, and die 
fle(h tender. Villault aflures us, that dragons are found ^ 
the Cold Coaft : however, as be does -not favour us wit|i^ 
defcription, we may reafonably queftion the truth of 4ih 
alTertion. Camcleons are found in great abundance ; a&d 
Bojman aflerts with Le Bruyriy Xht truth of their changbg 
colour with whatever comes near them, red o^ly excepted. 
It is about the length of a Taard, and much like it y botlhe 
tongue is as long as the whole body, whidi it ufes ia <:^tdx- 
ing flies, the only food it delights in. This, it isprobaUe^ 
has given many naturalifts the apinion^ that it lives tipon 
ail*. As the gentlemen of the royal academy at Paris him 
fo accurately defcribed thiis animal, we fhall refer thexea^ld' 
to their MemoireSy in which he will find a very fatisfiiidoij 
account, both of the cameleon and falamander, anb^eriwi- 
mal faid to be 'a native of t^e Gold Coaft. We muil only 
obferve^ that im/fA had fccn ^ fafemander baflcing 'in the 
meridian fan, upon a Aopcfo hpt, that the hand cou|d no^ 

> Des March, vol. i. p. 52. Artus, p. \y, 
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%!tr$C^ vtai yet, when he touched the ^amm^/tt^tmstStd 
i^'kt : kawtvtr, the French phik>fophers feem to have jufily 
^ptdded the hotiori of its being able to live in the iire K 

Wis'prodeed now to the feathered kind, -of which/ befides 0/ th 
tflim^^l the birds kivown to Evro^, Ouiney^ and cTpedtHy ^/W/ and 
iltit^OMCoaJl, affords a gwat number pecufiar to the ixxan-fia^hini 
tty. The phcafants of the GM Coaft ai^ the iBofl: beautiful <w«w^ ^ 
in Ae world, ' the plumage confiftiag of a bright white and J^^?^^^ 
H\Ay theWiXture forming a fort df charmii^ colour; the 
neck is endreled with a (hiniog flcy*coloured ring, about two 
-fix^sc^ btoad, ^nd the head adorned widi a fine black tuft, 
'(6k as an dftridi*s feathers. The Whidah pheafant is aUb 
•fo^rtMl here. The feathers of this bird are grey aQ4 whhe, 
and much inferior itii beauty to the fJuinage of the ifonner. ' 
^Mts head is bald, and covered only with a hard, callous, 
"knotty, uneven fldn, like a turkey, and the bill yellow. 
^rtus and B§ftnan had both feea a particular fpecks of water 
*fewl, }n (kape refembiing a duck, but ificomparably more 
tbeautifol in the feathers, whkh were an elegant lively greoi, 
and the feet and bill red as coral. In the year 1 700, a Dutch- 
' man brought the latter a duck, which he had juft ^ot. His 
feet and bill were yelkyw, and tke phunage a mixture of gref 
and green feathers; very beatitiful, but inferior to the for* 
mer. Both are fo fcarce, that they are feldom feen ia an 
•agck. 

BoiMAN and P^illault mention a great variety of turtle 

' 4o«es, each of them dlftinft in colour and fome other pecu* 

"Sarities^m the others : but this bird is foVario4|S in Europe^ 

; ♦ that it would be tedious to charafterize them all. The 

icnjwnbird, ^hich we mentioned before, it here found in 

• lireater plenty than in any part of Cmney^ except Whidah^ 

\ ' The legs of this bird are lor^, like thofe of a ftork : its 

-Wy is chiefly covered with Wack feathers^ and thje wings 

Widi large red, white, tnd black quills. The he^d is beauti- 

ifed with black fhining fpots, as large as a fix-pence, and 

the fare part of the head ckmthed with a thick black down, 

felf as velvet, over which rifes a beautiful tuft of yellow and 

•*fpecklcd feathers, fomething refembiing a crown, in the 

ttianncr in which they are difpofed. '. Notwithftanding all 

fh^ beauties, Befinan chinks it greatly inferior to the former, 

< atid indeed to many other birds on the coafV ^ 

About Apdm there is a bird which, for its beauty, fur- 
»pafles every oth^r, the peacock ejtcepted, that bur author 
ever faw \ biit he does not favour us with the name; though 

^ P. 52. Aar> ibid. ^ Bosif. epift. i;. ^ Id. Ibid. 
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. from his defcription it would appear to be a kind of parrot, 
the bill, claws, and fize, exaftly refembling that^an^maL 

* The bill is yellow, the breaft and belLy of a fine green colour, 
' and the back a mixture of grey, red, fky-blue, and a kiadof 

violet plumage. The head, neck, and tail are of an el^aot 
ihining green, the feathers rifing like a comb on the head. 
The eyes are large, and beautifully marked near th€ cjfc- j 
lids with red rays, that cannot be (jlefcribed in wbrds. " To 
** conclude," fays he, " this bird is not to be parallelled/' 
Bojhum takes notice, that there are hundreds of large aad 
fmall birds intirely unknown in Europe^ even to the befl 

• naturalifts, for which the negroes themfelvcs have na names*. 
. Among thefe he reckons a beautiful bird, that frequents the 

borders of rivers and lakes. It is aboi^t the fize of a chick^fl^ 
the upper part of his body black or brown, fpotted.with 
white, and the breaft and belly a fine yellow or red^ Qa 
the head ftands ereft a tuft of fpeckled fmooth feathers, that; 
givesa look of m^efty to the bird, fome of them falling dowa : 
on his bill, which is remarkably tliick and long in proportion 
to his body. Foquenburg affirms, that he faw peacocks near t^c 
river Bourtry ; but as no other writer takes notice of thar*' 
- ^ bird as a native of the Gold Coajl^ we are. inclined to believe 
it the crown bird with the long fpangled tail ; for of thefe 
birds there are various kinds, 

Artus, Barboty and Bo/man^ defcribe a fowl peculiar fi> 
this country, to which however they give no name» This 
bird is of the fize of a goofe, his wings immoderately la^ 
•and broad, covered with dark feathers, if they may be callai- . 
fo; for they more refemble, hair. Under his bill he has- a 
pouch or maw, about nine inches Iqng., naked and like the: 
Ikin of the»hcad of a turkey, in which he hoards his food.. 
. His neck is long, and his head large beyond aU proportion 
to his body, bold, and uncommonly ugly ; but his eyes aie. 
large, blacky and lively, .and his bill thick and long > hit 
ufual food is fifh, of which he devours a quantity fuflideat 
for four men, fwallowirig them whole with the greateft fci*' 
lity, as helikewife does rats, of which he is fond p. . - 

BosMAK kept one at Ekzina^ which ufed to run tamely 
abciut the fort, and fufFered himfelf to be handled by aU. 
forts of people, whether ftrangers or others. When he 
' caught a rat he immediately fwallowed it, and, if fondled, - 
would ^ifgorge it as aprefent and mark of his gratitude, lay- 
ing it at the perfon's feet who had taken the moft notio? of 
him. " It was ridiculous enough," fays our author, "- to^ 

,» Art. p.. 82. Barb. p. I7<^. 
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•< fekim fight, peck, and dap his. wings round the boy« ia 
'•^tie-fort, of yhom he always had ihebetter, if fifli or rats 
*' were «o be the reward of viftory." Smith affirms, that 
this is the bird which the negroes cid' Pokkoe, and is fbuad . 
iQ thegreateft plenty on the banks of the river Btmrtty «* 

The fame authors fpeak of another fowl, about the £\i&<A 
th6 former, but with a neck fo long, that his head is aboyc. 
j5x feet from the ground. His feathers are black, white, * 
redi iky, and feveral other colours, intermixed in a very 
tfeaadfal manner ; his eyes 'large and yellow ; and his ufqal . 
refidence on the banks of the river ; for he is fcarce ever feen - 
atiy-where elfe.' His name is equally unknown to the Euro^ 
fians and negroes ; nor have naturalifts • claflcd him under 
afiy fpecies of fowl. Indeed the account we have from 
Tt^agers is much too general to admit it. Another of tbrfe*^ 
a&enymous birds is defcribed) with a long black bill^. his v 
body chequered with yellow and bright blue feathers, a black 
feimcircle half way round his neck, a long tail compofed of 
yellow,. blue, and black feathers, and a fewereft feathers of 
various colours on his head. We have no account of his 
fee; nor of that of another fowl of the fame fpccies, diflfer- 
iag only in tbe fharpnefs of his bill, in having the lower part 
rf 4iis body cloathed with black feathers, while his back is 
adorned with a beautiful yellow and fmooth plumage. Next 
bUows a bird without a name, of much, the fatne figure as 
the former, only with this difference, that his legs and toes 
are remarkably long, and his plumage a mixture of grey and 
jeiiow. The next is a fmall bird, about the fize of a thrulh/ 
and fhaped like a fparrow ; his colour renders him very beau- 
tiful, his head and breaft being black. as jet, his wings and 
feet grey, and the i^eck and tail of a bright crimfon hue. It 
is rf fo delicate a nature, that it cannot be kept alive for any 
ttaiein a cage. But one of the moft beautiful birds pro- 
duced in Guiney is what B&fman defcribes as a fea fowl, oc 
nAer of a river bird. . His wings or the upper part of the 
body are intircly blue, fomewhat inclining to ^a Ity colour* 
The plumage of his neck and tuft on his head are of the 
£«ncdyc, and his feet and bill of a fine coral red ; buri^c 
are left in the dark both as to his name and dimehfions p. 

All the writers of voyagers to Guiney mention a fmall 
bird peculiar to the GoldCaaft, of the graniverous kind ; his 
neck, breaft, or lower part of his body of a dark red, the 
head jet black, except a beautiful yellow (pot on thfc fore- 
head ; his back and wings jet black, and his taii^ which is 

^ p. 149. • Auft. cit. ibid. . 
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long^ a xnixmre of b)ack, ydbw, aad red featKers, Aootbcr 
of'ihe fize of tl>e fovxoer, refembles him iiteewife ia pljomag^ 
anly that the.breaft and neck ace of a bright fcarict hin^ the 
hipa^ of a beau^ul ycUow, asd all the reft of a iioe g^bSy 
blacic* To this may be a4d«d» a bird of the ftU of a bbck-. 
Hrd, which the negroes call the parry burd^ from beatidAl 
fpiecks o£ whke» terminatiag ta rays, wilh whkh his head or 
bpdy is covered. His voic^ they fay, is as lewd- as die 
Soaring of a buU; bat Bofman defesibesitonly asfordeep, 
hollow, and loud found p. Bdides thefe, the GM Co^ 
abQuncb.witb becaiigo's, partridges, Tuinets, lacks, paro^iets^ 
parrots, capary birds (which by the w^, are ^d ta-br. 
peculiar to thofo iHands), doves, wood pigeons, gecifc^ 
dvcks, turkies,' and in a word, all thofe Urds knowtt 10 
Europe, or almoft any other part oi the: viK>rid, CKceptiog* 
peacocks and oftriches» no0e of which were ever, (eea on > tlir 

mf^tAtih. Havjkg delcribed the birds and quadrupeds in tbebeft. 

^Jun/Ji. manner the aathprity of voyagers wUl permit, we now, enter 
upon an account of, the refutes found oa the Gold Coi^^ lay 
which we fear weihall fall as. fliort of an accurate r^dao^ 
a9 in the former particulars. Thofe reptiles to wUcb 
▼pyag^rs have given names, arefhakes, toads, frogs, vipdffs, 
foKpion^, land crabs, fnails, caterpillars, locufls,grafshopper8, 
hp0Ux>ttles, worma, audi nfillepedes,. its. of cash of midb 
tlKre is fuch variety, as it would l>e impoffifaie to' defirtbe. 
We ihali therefore touch only upon thofe the moil asrioos, 
a^ leaft knowQ> in which member we muft reckoatbttfc- 
inakesof fo moaftrous a iize, as almoft to exceed' croclt. 
B^man has fecn fnakes of twenty feet in length, zpASt^an^i 
' circumference, and he beUeves, they are much lacger mdidfr 
inland countries; a« fuppofitioa iSizi Attm coBkfiisms, \rfi\ 
aifiiring i», that he has feen flakes thii;ty two feet loi^ aadt 
near tea feet rcHind, containing whole oxien and men i& tbdr - 
bowels.*^ : aa aflertionwhich we muft leave to the;*readir.to> 
credit, or not,, as his judgment dlreAs. Bqfihan {zy^ that 
^ found. in the ftomach. of.a faake,/ a whole deer, aiidiio 
another the body of a man, and yet neither of thefe exoeeded; 
twen):y feet ia.lengtlu Moft of them are poifi^noos, fa«t the» 
fmall ones, about a yard long, variegated with white, bhd^ 
and yellow fpots, are venomous to an extreme; and \fi^(£ttafr« 
.m»s. in daqger once of lofiBg hi». life by a (hake4af Siia 

? Efiil, IS* ' ♦ P, 81. apudt reBwjr-. f Xpift. i j» 
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. Th£ fkxAc author relates^ tfiat feveral perfohs befides 
luoifdif have feea dead faakes with diftia^t double heads> 

<acl|of them having every organ belonging to that part ; and 
Jrtus diefalbes the dtagon or wlng^ ierpent^ which, he 
Mxms be had feeh more than once. This animal, iays hc» 
)km a^ mortal enmity to the elephant, with yrhom he is at 
^lemal^^. His tail i lodg, his teeth {hart>, and his body. 
&K)tted With blue and green* fometlmes Areaked ; but he 
forgets to defcribe the .V(|hgs. They are commonly teii 
di$ in length, but they have been feen at leaft ^n hundred 
yards long. May not the reader believe the hdneft Norwegian 
{^eiatd*s account of the Crakai, after this i 

fiosHAN^ who fpeaks on his d^n knowlegie, and more 
wiiliiQboimddv f^ys, that the woods, the fields, theni^oes^ 
Kuts» the European forts, and even their bed-chambers, are. 

tfirequemly infeiled with fnaJoKs, where he hits ofte^ killecL 
them* Oxle he describes about fourteeti feet.io length, with 
Inro dav^ a^. the diflance of two feet from the eUtreznity o£^ 
Us tail^ with which he helps to rear himfeif l^hen he ipizes^ 
hiaprey.'. His 'headi fays he, refembles a pike, aad the; , 

. jiitKS.ke atm^ with teeth iii much the fame manner. ,Hej 
ijdicribes looker fnak6 about five feet long, with a broad, 
flat.head^ a (harp tooth pointing from his jaw through the ' 

aoAiil^ and his /kin fpeckled with a variety of beautifut 
(BOkmrs. With this tooth it Is that he wounds his prey ;. 
itjid' tbe negroes have often experienced its {harpnefs^ 
QiUdUing upon it when the animal is faA afleep, after a 
liearty repaiV. This is probably the fame animal which na- 
tjiralifis call the homed ferpent. In the year 1689, ^^^• 
ti^roes killed a fnake at Jlxim^ 22 feet long, znA Smith 

> Who faw it, affirms, that it contained a complete deer in th«^ 

>'ftomachS About the fam^ time, another was deftreyed at 
Sourtrfy in the belly of which was found the greater part qf, 
avUegto Jt. had devoured. They frequently have furious en- 
gagements with toads and porcupines, one of which en« 
punters Bqfinan had onQe occafion to fee, which aiForded great 
t&verfion. At the Dutch fort at Ifiawri^ , the workmen 
foiwd a large fnake under a pile of ftones,' which they deter^ 

' mined to feize. Aftet removing d part of the rubbifli, a. 

. flaye feeing the tail peeping out between two ftoncs, cut it 

' off with his knife,, iniagining this muft certainly deilroy him, 
he proceeded, to remove the reft of the ftones. As foonas 
ths fnake found itfeif uncovered, it turned round, and fpit 

* Smithi p. 1494 
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ift venom all over the face of the negro, which ims^tatdj. 
blinded him; however, with proper care he recovered" in ^ 
^ fe^ weeks; and was perfeftly reftbred to his fight *. Th0' 
Author obfeiifes, from freqiietit experience alqaong the negrbes, 
that the bite df a fnake is attended with great pain, fwelling,- 
iild violent inflammations, though feldom mortal : but he' 
imagines, that ttieir poifon difFers in cjtiality, according tcr' 
thfe cltcumft^iibfes of their ftrength and refentrfient ; fince he 
has ktiowh the flighteft bite irom the fame kirid of fnake, 
often attended with almoft fatal confequences. ' The negroes 
efteem them excellent food, and prefer their fleih to any 
kind of animal diet, without diftlnguifliing whether they are! 
^ jjbifonous Or not. 

"ScoRi^iol^JS are foDnd'in great numbers on the Gold Coajt, 
ohe^kind vel'y fmall, the other about the fize of a large crayi 
fifh, to which it has a ftrong likenefs : but this difftrence 
of bulk, makes none in the quality of their poifon, which is 
equally mortal in all. Bo/man gives an accurate drawing, of 
drie from the life; but he fays, that he has feeafome'as 
liirge a5 a lobfter, and the whole bod)' covered over with 
long hair. The fcorpiori is, indeed, one of- the moft ngly 
as well as the moft noxious of all animals. Some of theifi 
are provided with a fade full of poifon, about half an inch 
wide, and fituated near the tail, which they ejcft with great 
fury whetiever they flrike. The moft certain ^ntidutt 
againft the malignancy of this poifon is, according to Afirj » 
' tot, crufhing the fcorpion into a poultice, and applying hint 
to the wound **. Another fpecifid remedy, according to bim 
and Bofynan, is rubbing the "wound with the penis of Vi child; 
ai fuperftitious notion, we imagine, they muft have borrowed 
of the negroes. - -' 

, Ev£ry part of Cuweyh filled with large black finders,' 
refembling in figure artd tize the tarantula. This ogty 
ammal the negroes call anonfe ; his body is of an oblong 
form, his head flat, broader before than behind, and his 
legs as thidk as a man's finger. Bofman took one in his cham- 
ber, which he fent over to Europe^ as a prefent to folne vir^ 
fiiqfo, Barbot and Smith tell us, that at Cq^e Coqfi, in the 
rainy months of Jmie and July, they find a kind of fpider 
larger than a beetle, but ^ flat like that infeft, greatly re* 
fcmbling a fmall crab; nay. Smith affirms, that he once 
' catcKed one as large as the greateft fized land ciiib. H^ 
could eafily perceive that it was a female ; for under the 

« Epift. 15. " Barbot, p. 127. 
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belly hung a Tack, in "which ieveral young were contain^ t 
aiad the vnlgai; opinion is, that this monfbrous infeA i^ 
i%nomotis ^. ' - . • > 

' AuoiiG the other jidifdtioud animals produced here, the 
dntipedes ought not to be forgot; aSi they are here found id 
great nun^bers. This is a flat infeA, about 9 inches long, 
i)K)tted 00 thelx)dy and the head, armed 6y two long horns, 
with which it ftrikes. The (ting of this animal is lefs ma- 
lignant than the bite of thb fcorpion. it is however attended 
with great pain, arid a confiderabie mflammatioh for feveral 
hours. Sinith defcribes an animal, which he calls the ccck- 
rocb, of a brown colour, thfe fhape of a beetle, but two 
iflches Ibn^ in the body. This infeft has an irreconcileable 
avcrfion to bugs, and is fure to extirpate thofe naufebus . ver- 
min where-ever they appear. We ftiall conclude this ac- 
coont of reptiles and infefts, with Bbfman^s i-elation of the 
ats OH' th^ Gold Coaft. Thefe vermin raife hills at leaft 
ten feet high, iti the middle of the fields, and they frequently 
bnild large nefts in the tops of lofty trees, whence they fome- 
times come down in myriads to the forts and chambers of 
the Enropfaniy and oblige them to abandon their beds in 
the middle of the night. They are fo rapacious, that riO 
aSnimal can withftand them; for what individuals Want in 
bnlk, is fufEciehtly compenfated by the number. They have 
frequently in the night attacked' one of Bo/man's live ftieep, 
^hkh he has found reduced to a perfeft fkeleton in the 
ihorning, and fo artificially diflefted, that the niceft anatomift 
corid not exceed it. It is one of their amufements, lays our f 
Mthor, to difleft fowls and chickens in this manlier ; nay, 
the very rats with all their fpeed can^ot efcape tliem.* One 
of them no fooner lays hold of a rat, than that animal^ as 
ffiifchievous as themfelves, is furely gone; for in attempting 
to make his efcape, he is feized by a great number of others, 
who never part with him, till a body fufficient to remove the 
prey to a fafe place is aflembled. Bofman has placed a worm 
or a beetle before one of them, who immediatly went away, ' 

and returned in lefs than a minute with an army proportioned 
to the ^rey to be carried off. If this body proved infuf- 
ficient^ a meflenger was detached for more; after which 
they feized their prey, and carried it away in good order, 
cacli of them vifibly applying his flrength in the proper di- 
rcftion'toaiGft his aflbciates. They are of various fizes, and 
of all colours. The fting qf the red a"nt inflames to a great 
^fgfce^and produces violent pain ; but it foon wears off with 

^ BosMAM, BURBOT, & Smith, ibid. 
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the appUcSitipa.of a litttC'Cul or hooie]^. Thefe are the'I«a% 
aadaot much larger than the ants and pifin^ce^ of Eu^opig,^ 
thoagh the other coloured ones ^re little Itiort of au iqch^ iijir 
l$fogth '. But we will not inciulgd oilrfelves in* all the joiar- 
vellous Aories related of thefe furprlikig ammalsy both v^ 
Europe ^LoAJfricd. 
Ofthefijh The wantof flqdi, and gpod'Iieef, mutt^ aodpori(>oa^ 
founds Aic.G0UCoqfti renders RQx the more - valuable aod oece&xji' 
the coafti^ ^^ betng the pi:mcipal fupport both of. n^be^ ^vA.Europf^ 
'^V^ *^A ^^* -^ wlfdom of Pro>4dcflce hath abundamly* fa^ppUed- 
lakis and ^^ deficiency of the former^ by. prodigious flioals 6£ tlie 
/T^tfld ^'^^^'^^ ^*'^ which All the fea/coafts aiid rivers of that oauAtry- 
Coaft. abouod.^ Both atFord fiih of various. fprtSj, of the jzipjft.d^ 
llcipus kinds; and particularly the fea,. which ^Hgbt'fQpf|ly^ 
tea times the number of the inhabitants. Tfaie firll tli^t i$ 
ipentioned by writer s^ is the Rrazil cod, about i the iizey* apsi-, 
< i^arly of the ihape of a J^ewfoWidUnd cod» This is> a ^fiiSi. i& 
eat repute for tHe delicacy of the flavour, the richadjs a&d« 
tnefs of the food. The next is a fiflt caUkd /j/^^ pav^^ 
by the negroes ; it is flat, about the iit& of a fiQundei;, faat< 
Qreadyfurpafling it in davour and delicacy; Bream arc catched' 
in great abundance, and they are of three kinds, twoof wi^ich; 
are very fat and* excellent; they ^ likewiie by the naioe^ 
brojead. Among their fea-£ih, may berjsckoned the Jx>a(t*' 
f oe, jacoe; {5ike. flock-flQi, and above all^* the pilchairfi 
\i^hich is catchecl in the Utmoit: abuadance^. In a word$«K> 
pB^t of the world produce^ .gseater plenty or. Variety $ but ^ 
none are faoad that may not tie metvwith on other caafts,: 
in lakeSy, and rivers, it would be unneceilkryrtd' extend tbe^ 
article. 

The reodec' cannot e3^>ei£t, that in a geoerkl hifto^Km. 

{q cxtenilvjB a plan,, we fhouid fpecify; minutely every^ jw* 

dti£):K>n of a country,; fulRcient it i$, that we-ppintoutfuek^ 

a3<are.{^culiar to it,. and themoft ufeful to the^i^ves^ eithcS' 

0/ the in trade, or in fupplying the neceflaries of- life, To.beg^ 

>r^^#, wth the dendrology of the Cold CuAft ; the £rft tree \s^ihaU. 

fijTuh^ take. notice of, is the palm, witence the. negroet draw^ their 

plants f vtine. It iudei^d, claims the preheminence,' fmcef withrth^ 

toats^ addition.of a little bread and fiih, it is the chief fuppapto^ 

fulftyk^z. ^ natives. Thp firft pfoduftion of this tree- is its Qi|t, 

^ ^"7 which rojiftedf ypupg, eats^ delieioufly. Whetv" it* isx fell 

eft* grown and, ripe, it is covered with a brown flacil, blade ^^ 

* the hinder part. In this the. oil is contained, obtained ^by 

eKprelSon, in. the fame manner- as oil of oUves^ The na^acal 

" BosMiWN, epjftg if> X Vid. aua. «iiat. ibid. 
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. coloar idF pokn oil is jred ; but if kept for any (pact of' tlkne^ 
it ufually turns whitf • Moft of the Eurap^ansi on their firft 
anivaly think this oil naafeous, and tq a degree unpalataUe ; 
but to a negro it affi>rds the moft kixurous fauce, and the 

il^rtteTiCOOie by bab^t not to defpife it. Bo/man afiirms, " 
tbsit he pi:efers it in feveral diihes to oil of olives, and is 
coiurinced from long expfcrienc^ that it is Arengtheniog and 
^Nimkfome. After the oil is expreflfed, the pulp is eaten by 
tlfie flaiives, h^t .Europeans givc^ it to fatten their hogs; for 
i?hidi purpofe it is excellent^* reodeting their flefibi firm, 
fiiiid, and fweet ^ 

The neKt and mod: valuable part of its produce Is the ^ 

mae^ which they draw off by lop{4ng the branches> aad i«- 
dudng the tree to a ftump> wlien it is full grown. After. 
itrhas fiocfd a few days in this condition, it is bored in the 
tUckeft |mrt of the trunk, and a fmall pipe or reed intro-* 
diaced into the wound, which begins immediately to bleed, 
and continues drop{»ng for the fp^ce of a month. When 
ilie tree is almoft drained, a fire is kindled at the bottom, 
which makes it bleed afreih, till the whole juice is drawn 
off. They receive it into bottles and pitchers, in which it .is 
k^ for the year round, though unlike other; wine,, it ides 
% age* Tbe moft agreeable way of drinking it is fredi from 
the free, and then it is an exceeding^ pleafant liquor, but 
HitM fo Arong, that it foon intoxicates. What the negroes 
hring from the inierior countries is adulterated, and nuxed 
vnAk water ; yet it is greedily fought after by the meaner 
fort' of people, who ikid ^means toproduce the defired ef- 

•iffb by iocr^aiing the dofe. When the palm-tree is drained. 
(^ the wise, it is of no farther ufe, as it never bods after ;. 
iKmiev^, it ferves £»r fuel, plank, and. other houihold ne» 
cieflaries; wfaije its leaves, when green, are ufed In making. 
iiO{)es, nets, covering houfes, and the lik^ '. 

A^OTHEit kind of palm-wine is peculiar to the country 
of Fantin, and called quacker, from its furprizihgly exhila* 
uA^ qualities. It exceeds the other greatly in deli<:acy of " 

flavour, as well as ia ftrength, half the quantity of what !»/ 
xivnHy taken of the o^ier to enliven converfation, being d 
this more than the ftouteft man is able to carry off. The 

. tfee \^hence it is ddiwn is a kind of dwarf palm. A thirds 

' fort of pahn-wine is called pardon, fJeafant to iht tafte, 
bat weaker than any of the former^ This is drawn from % 
peculiar fpecies of palm^ in the countries of Jnkobar^ Abrokoe^ 
^ixim, and Jnte. The fourth and* laft kind is made ia the:: 
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cdantries of Jabi and Adorn* ' The flavour is intirdy diiler* 
ttkty but not lefs'pleafant ; and as to flrength, it does hot 
g^ready exceed milki to the tafte of which it bears fome re- 
ffemblante. If it be not drank frelh from the tree, it (bfej 
all its flavour, the only quality it pofTefles ; and keiiping it 
for ter^ hours, ^iil make it as four as vinegar. 'fKis wine is ' 
called criffia^ never ufed but for the wkfe of variety \yy 
the Enropeaniy although the negrdes are fond of it, frwn a 
notion that itoccalions the parts of generation t J grow to ^n 
feaon&ous fize, a quality in great eflecm dmong^ them. 
Bofinan is inclined to credit this notion, as he has frcqueatly 
obferved, that the negroes of thofe countries fefcm to confirm 
the truth of the remark^ by an extraordinary pfroportion of 
this member ^ ^ 

. The trunk df i full gtown palm tree Is about fix feet in 
circumference; aild little more iii height ; but the branches 
ihoot up at kslft twenty feet. The tree called qua'cker is 
about half the fize; Its branches are called ^^m^0<?j, andufed* 
i(i tovering houfes and feveral other purpofes. On eath fide 
tfie bamboe^ gro\y the long (lender flips, which are the leaves. * 
The pardon grows after the manner of the coco ilut trei:; 
though upon an infinitely more (lender ftalk ; in the famei 
way the crijfia tree likewife (hoots up, though With this dif- 
ference, that it does not exceed a fourdi of thfe height 6t 
thicknefs of the othe^. Frdiri evilry friiftk about five (VaJks ' 
or branches put forth, from each of which wine is drawrf. 

The coco tree claims the next place, ks it is ifidifpiitably 
the mofi: beneficial td mankind, ejtccpt the falm, if the na- 
tives of this country kne>fr how to improve the advanta^ 
in the manner they do ut-Jfia. Htrt only the ntxt is ufed, 
merely fdr food; ^ithdiit ^ny other convenience refulting 
from it. A» tini tree has already been defcribed, we (haH 
omit all particulars concerning it, although it is a native of 
the Gold Coafty and grows there in as great perfe^Hoa as in 
auy part of the globes 

In the country of Axim grow great plenty of fweet and 
four oranges ; the firfV are excellent, and very little inferior • 
to thofe in China. ■> Ir is queftloned hcfvvevcr, whether they 
are natives of the coafl, as they only grow in a fipw p^a^es 
near the European fettkments. Lime trees are found aH' 
over the cdafl, cfpecially at Mouree, where it is ufual to 
prepare for fale above two hundred au7is of lime juice, yearly, 
each aun valued at thirty (hillings ^ This is a kind of liquid 
isieafure, in ufe among the negroes. - '^^ 

* SosMAJi, ubi fupra. • Artu^, p. 82. ' 
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. Bos MAN defcri|bes the papay tree^.as mtirdy differeiit 
from the accounc of other writers. Moft authors that We 
Kave feen, fay, that it is no, more than/fix feet high, bear-i 
ing neither branches or leaves ; whereas according to Bofnum^ 
fome of them fhoot up at leaft thirty feet. 'At firft indeed, 
the fruit grows at the top of the trunk, witl^Qut branches; 
but as the tree grows older, it puts forth branches towards 
the to^, which refemble fo many frefli flocks growing out ^ 
of the oid» like it' bearing fruit, at the higher extremity ; 
from whence likewUe fpring other branches in the manner 6f 
reeds, a little crooked, but hollow^ and at the extremity bt 
thefe ^row line broad les^ves, not unlike vine leaves, but 
larger. The fruit, or what is properly termed thtpapay^ 

• is about half the fize 6f a coco-nut, of an oval figure, greea 
without, and white within; but with age this ^ white de- 
ciiaes to a red. It contains a great number of fweet kernels, 
which in faft are the feeds whence the tree is produced, the 
reft of the/ruit greatly refembjes ii\-tafte th^ pompion. Mul- 
titudes of this kind of trees grow ^ong the^ coaft, and even 
the igoorant natives have diftinguifhed tl][em into qiale and 
female, becaufe the former bears no fruit, but are in con- 
tinual bloflbm ; nay they have farther obferved, that the fe- 
male bears in the greateft abundance, when the male iknds 
near J thus admitting the bloflbm of the female to be the 
proper nidus for the male feed ^. This remark may eafily 
be accounted for, upon the fyftem at prefent received by 
naturaliils^ 

The banam tree grows here in great perfeftion, but the ^ 

reader is by this time fo well acquainted with its fruit, that 
we ihall pafs it over in this place. The gardens of the cu- 
rious afford pomegranates ; but from all we are able to learn, 
the Gold Coiyi is not the natural foil of this tree. At Mouree 
is a vine, which Bofman calls the Moureefe vine, it growing 
in no other part of the coaft. It produces a double crop'of 
grapes, v'tz. in A^guJi and January y and would doubtlefs, 
%s ouV author, yield a prodigious quantity, were it pro- 

' perly pruned and cultivated. It yields a delicious blue 
grapjs, bift apparently not indigenous, as Bofman fays, ^ 
that it is. lefs juicy than their grapes in Holland, It is 
remarkable, that- vines will neither grow to any height 
or produce in any other part of the coaft than Mouree^ 
Goafidering the richnefs of the foil, and warmth of the 
climatci ; but the heat of. the fun may perhaps be too vehc- 
Wkent for this plant. Barboty Bofman^ Smith, and Jrtus, 

^ BosMAN, epifl* i6, 

deftribe 
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*defi:Hl>e afiriii^ctlled the Cormanth v^U, hccAikk'^tit 
grows in the greateft abutidance^ which We beKeve te pe« 
Guliar to tiiis coaft. It is aboat the fite <^f a^ Vraliibti d't 
reddilh colour, inclining to yelbw» bat the hik(k-greefi4 h 
the core are contain^ four large fkt bkck kernels, (ott&s^ 
' ed by the pnlp or fruit, which is red ind white, of a pift* 
^ent fweet^mAe, rather acid than fweet, Uke an tifti^ 
^^mi orange. This fruit is pleafant^ and refrcftiing lo iw 
lick, but efpecially ufeful in dkr^heeias and fluxes, Drli^ 
ixnled with palm- wine 'itnd fugar, being then gratefoi); 
aftringent*. 

BosMAN is-extremely out of humour with M. Fnquenhi^j 

for declaring,' thSt round Elmina, for federal miles, rhe 

' country produces no trees, grafs, plants, or blades df slflj 

kind 5 whereas the whole country is finely adorned vttt 

lofty trees arid cooling (hades, lefs fruitfulindced than otto 

parts of the coaft, but far from barren in any particuk. 

Some, of them furnilh a fhade fo thidc and cool, thatui, 

fays Bo/man, may blufti to fee herfelf fo far odtddne *bf 

nature, it^ being impoffible fof human genius to con«Si« 

^ groves fo well fuited to the warmth of the climate^ and tic 

pleafure of fight. *' I remember," fays he, " to have nttd 

^* in Okariusy of trees large enough to (helter two th(«rfffld 

** men with their fpreading boughs, the fruit bdng (6\^ 

** -that the (hell was capable of containing a (hepherd Mrite 

^* whole flock ; a particular I will not difpute ^i^hOMis, 

^* but will affirm With him, that I have feeli trees a^ 

'* of (hading not ohly two but twenty thoiifand men, wat , 

** they to (fend clofe, and fo tall that a niufquet (hotcetM 

'* hardly reach the top.'* This is probably the capdt txtt^ 

ffo celebrated by- naturalifts, on which grows a fpecies'tf 

cotton, pfed here in Huffing l>eds inftead of feathers, ^MA 

arc'too hot for the climate. ■ The wood of the tree \t l^ 

porous, and pithy, fcarce fit for any other ptrrpofc thaa Ac 

making canoes. iVt Axhfiy there is one which ten mcncoald 

not grafp ; and in the Ilha del Principe, or Princes J//M 

another, the trnink of which could not be furrounded by^r 

and twpnty men, fheir arms at the full ftretch ; not that ^ 

body -itfelf is fo enormous, biit the fprouts adhere ia M^ 

manner, as (iem to form one uniform trunk ^ Inawordjikc 

Cold Conji af&rds fruit trees 6f all forts, and wood for ^ 

purpofts. Abovit Jnfe, are trees excellent for all manftef of 

boi]?feold fiif niture ; aud at Rio Gallon, great plenty ^^ 

* Barb©t, p. 700. AnTvs, &:^psMAKy ubifupra. ' B^*' 
II A 5, epill. 1$. . - 



Wd yellow wood. Bofman iicagin€s» that good toafts for 

jftipi^Qg plight* be <(buiKl ki tbe couotryy i¥ere the setii^es 

iO'tttro thjekatceation tanavigaiion anii commerce. 

.. As^^o the gvain of tfaefcoafty it confifts of the .great Jod Of the . 

•fiaall miS^/py li|ppof|?dto:b&the Turkifi wheat ; which tvpsmgrain and 

:twlQe every yearjp afibrding a cfop in Augufiy and another 'to ^^inary 

'^^fnuary. Rice isjikewife prc>daced io great abundan!ce«ad*^'i^'^*'''* 

.f^rfifeftidn, in ^U the low marlhy grounds, and near the 

*)Mk0ks of lakes and rivers. I'he otli^ vegetablfsSy as yams, 

f^XAtfK^i ptafe, beans, i;c. it would be tpdious to emmk- 

r^te : wq muft however, give a flioft gceount of ibme fpecif s 

pf beans piecnliar to thepountry. Ooeis of a large fort, the 

•1^ bdDg two fe^t long, and threp or.four inches ronnd; 

<^€ontataiag ie^r^ large b^ons of a bright red colour*' JAdl- 

-0^er Ibrt, is of direftly the fame fiiape and colour, but of 

ibe&Le of wbaf^eQ^U th$ IVindfifhem ; thelaft are reckoned 

"W^tQleroaie and nutritive; and both Jcinds grow in dse maii- 

mx of French beans, propt up, or creeping along the fide of 

.^ hedge. A third ibrt ot bean may more propa-ly be called 

^t root, as, like a pot^toe, It grows under ground, inclofibd tn 

-ft flender huft. It is by the natives called jojoofies^ and is 

•elfttffeQ^y delicate and fweet, as well as wholefome. > . An- 

^odier fpecies of beans grow on a ihnib, like -a gpofterry 

ihvifk* They have pods refembling thofe of green^peafe, but 

JBS they are not much in requeft, authors do not defcribe . 

;it fo minncely. A fifth fort is called ^^a^^^ gobbesy and 

^ow two in a pod under ground, (hooting out a leaf abpve 

«^e furface of the earth. Thefe are ^he worft of all beans, 

^having fomething hai^fli and unpleafant in the tafte, yet are 

they much vaked by the natives. The fixth fort is alfo a 

tfibierFaneous b^an, known to the Europenns but a few 

^Fs. Thefc are 'called Angola beans, and are fuppoicd to 

fhafe been tFanfplanted from that kingdcmiw They are when 

liwll fried, a very pleafant difh. A Yeventh and Lift kind, 

^ow alio «nder the ground; but thefe are improperly 

termed beans, as they grow ih no pod, though they bear 

fome.refemblance in tafte to that fpecies of pulfe, but ftiU 

more to t hazel nut, \Vhen they arq €lat raw, which is the 

moll ufual and beft method. Sometimes they are triturated, 

.ibaked in water, and then prefled through a cloth. The 

liquor is Ijoiled with rice, and in every part of the country 

.|s .u{ed fpr milk, and indeed might eafily be miftaken 

for* a di(h of made iQilk^ wlien reUfhed with.fugar and 

frinnsiqa'op «^, 

I B4|i8QT,p..2pi.. Pp^m, ibi4. Aii^TU5,apttdDcBniy,p. 83. 
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Here ^fo grows the Molaguetta or Cidney pepper^ thon^ 
QOt fo abundantly as on the Pepper Coafi ; the piement or 
Spanijb pepper, cardamoms^ ^nd a number of roots« frulu, 
and grains, common almofl: to all countries. The ^emfi^ 
which is of two kinds, grows in great plenty upon a flunibi 
ahnoft'of the fize of goofberry buihes in Holifind.. Botb kindi- 
are at firfl green, but afterwards change colour, (he larger 
Ibrt to a beautiful red, but the fipalier tQ a red and black. 
The fmaHer is about a fourth of the fize of .the other, hit 
then the plant that produces it is fix times as high, b^t 
diredly of the fame fpecies. Tobacco is alfo a natii^e of tHe 
Cold Coqfi, prodijiced in plenty, and coafumed without dit 
cretion, no people on earth being fo addi^ed to ^old 
The ufual pipe among them is a reed, with a ftone bo 
contaiiTthe tobacco, which, inftead of holding in their 
or in thMr hand, they reft upon the ground, and in 4i| 
planner converfe with great folemnity. Many of their fifU 
^re fix feet long, and might eafily be mHlaken for wm. 
badge of authority, but for- the eternal fmoke proceedid| 
from them. So fond of this plant are both the male and f&dmt 
. negroes, that they will fuller extreme hunger rather tiHli^, 
want tobacco, which is abfolutely neceflary to their (disk;^ 
This leaf grows here about two fe^t Ijiigf^, near eight incMi 
long, and three broad ; the pls^nt bears a finall bell Aaam^ 
which when ripe turns to feed. 

We ihaU conclude this (hort and ifliperfefjl; account d the. 
oatnral produce of the GoU Coafi, by mexxtioning a fpedei^ 
cabbage, which the Dutch call kojol, and the natires hfjjti 
This they chew lUce tohapco or beetel, in the mouth, f^^;' 
low the juice, and fpit out the fibrous parts. Tl^e tafte k 
harfli and bitter, and its aftringency is not iiiferior to tte. 
arum, yet it is diuretic, and as fach fr^uently ufed by.-tiif' 
Europeans^. To this may be added, the vaA qnantityiiif 
ialt made on the Cold Coafi \ but as this is an artificial pro» i 
du6^ion from the fca water evaporated, we fhall omit it, ta^ ; 
proceed to the hiftory of the Ivory Coajl. 



\ BosMABf, epift. 1 6. 
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SEC t- VI. 



Containing the Geography ^ with a Befcription^ of the 
:fpwns^ Rivers^ Sec on the Ivory Coaft. The Man-- 
nets of the different Nations ; and a particular Ac^ 
(Mit of the Kingdom of Guiomtrc, A Befcription 
of the Country Wefi from Cape ApoUonia; of tbt 

• Jmmlsy Produce, arid People with their Manners^ 
Religion^ and Government^ occ. 

*^ E G R A P HE R S and feamch are divided in their Oeo^aphf 
\S opinions cpnceriling the extent and limits of the Iv^ry^f*^^^^^ 
Qiiifi\ feme confining it between the Rio Suero da Cofia^ ^ Goaft* 
\rhere the Gold Coaft begins, and Grova, two miles caft of 
%pf Pahoas. Others again ftretch its boundaries from Cape 
'Pabnas to CapeTres Punt as y all that flxore being known to^ 
Iprifiers under the appellation of the Tooth Cdnfl, Th'(S 
mi fabdivide it into three provinces, viz. the Ivory j, the 
^iSdlagentes, as the French call it, and the ^uaqtia Coaft^ 
'BuFtM Dutch give all three the general appellation of Tand 
'litj/?,.diftingui{hing it only by the nature arid difpofitidn of 
the natives, as the coaft of Good Men^ and that of Bad Men*- 
^However, the moft precife and accurate limits ard contained 
vitMfl Cape j^pollonia to the eaft, and Cape Pdlmds to the 
ireft, in which manner we find it laid down in the Alias of 
, Ac Sieur Robert ^ and diftinft charts of that judicious com- 
piler Frevot. The Hollanders have called the eaffem paift 
•if this coaft by the name of ^aquasy becaiife the natives, 
*W1 the approach of a fliip, are continually repeating that 
Wrd, which VillaUlt imagines exprefles a kind of welcome; 
obfenring, that the mafter of an Entertainment ufualiy repeats 
1lt to his gviefts (A). But that we ma^ not engage in endlefs 

» ^ARBOi^, p. 138. Dis March, t. i. p. f^f. 

\k)S90ick,z,Dutcbii4iny{zySy refidence on the coail appears 

tliat he is unable to explain the to have been too. ihort to be- 

^moD of the word ; aiTuring come acquainted with the laa* 

ss» that the natives call their guage. Others imagine . the 

dountry Ado. Smith again be- term derived from the great 

lieves he has folved the difficul- number of docks found on this 

^1 by affirmitig,,that ^aquasy coaft, the name being expref* 

ih th^ language of thc^ country, five of the cry of thofc animals ; 

fignifies teeth or ivory; but in but this can at bfeft be no more 

ropport of this aiTertion, he than an ingenious conjettttre(i). 
^Qotes no authority; and his 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XVII. O ' coa^ 
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controverfy, we will bcgMi ^th defcribing the fitintioftof| 
the towns and vilk^^es. 
7bet9mm Jhe principal towns of the Ivory Coqftf^x^ Gt^vmon 
ami nfit- c,^^ (g)^ Creat Tabo, Little TaBo^ Great Drevm^ Baf *^ 
^J^^ ^ Laho, JpoOania, and Valh. Each of thcfc ftand tt 
CtJa^ mouths of thofe ritcrs whence they borrow their 
***^ and as for the interior country^ it is but little knowfr^ 
natives refufmg the Europeans leave to build fettlements, 
even to trade among them; eCcept by means of the a 
negroes, and even this with the moil circumfpefb caud 
Here the fame commodities are found as in the former " 
fioosy. i/iz«'goldy ivory, and flaves^ the former ia the 
plenty ; but no regular tarifFor table of the different p^f^ 
tions of each was ever fettled. Grova ftands three mi{e$d| 
^ Ca^ Pabnas ; Great Tabo thirty miles from Grova^ ts^ 
Little Tabo four miles farther eaft ; thence to Great DreiA 
eleven miles, thence to Batrou nineteen miles, to LAoi^Olt 
and from thence to £dj^ ^o/bni^ twenty, miles ; the^vUv 
amounting to ninety ^four miles. Although tUs cosft.lM 
crowded with towns and villages^ we (hall defirribe onlym 
as are frequented by Europeans. Great Taio is kooWft^ 
fea by a remarkably high green cape in its neigbbonrl 
Covered with wood. The current ulually fets eafi*nordi 
and fometimes fouth-fouth-eaft, on this coafi:. Uttkfi 
is known by mariners from a high rock, at a mile andtlap 
diftance from it. The cape in its neighbourhood is ooml 
with high trees, difperfed in an irregular manner, asl^ 
toad is about d^teen fathom deep. Near the town ' 
fmall river, called by the Portuguefe Rio de fan Pedro \ 
ing on the weft Certain mountains, to which they ^ve 
nzxQics q£ Santa Apolhniaf Druyn, Drewin Petri, 
called Great Drewin, ftanding upon the river St, Andrew* 
is known at fea by fpme buildings on a rifing ground, S.t 
great diftance ; alfo by feveral groups of trees difpetfoi if 
and down the coaft. Befides the town» three villagefli^ 
sibout a quarter 6f mile diftant from each' other, are pU)^ 
fefeil from the fliips ; all of them plei^tifully ftocked to 
cattlei with which the fields feein covered. The ioh*' 
bitants of fhis diftrift^ have the reputation of being the mpft 
favage and barbarous on thi^ whole coaft ; and fome «i^ 




•) 



(B) Several writers affirm, 
that Gro^u properly, belongs to 
the Grtdn Coafi^ Whof^ limits^ 
they fay, extend btlydhd Qap 
Falmoi^ However, as all th^- 



charts place it witUn tliefittH 
tier of the 1^9ry Coaft, we loM^ 
mentioned it in the eatalofBCi^ 
towns. 
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%rp^ 1 yie IJi/icry ^ the Ivory Coaft; • ' if^ 

fei^iidt tbcall t^t'tk AnthrohapJiapy aiSrminjg, thattkelr 
teeth arjb fbarp; and pointed like a bodJkin. . Barbot advi&s 
torifiieS tbibiifch with ciutibn 6ft this (hore; the nativies, 
hfsh^^t t^lbgan board fcrme beautiful ivory, as a bait t6 
paw: the feamen on (hore, and perhaps to devour them. 
t1^ ir the more probable, from their keeping their gdods at 
bliig^ a |)rifce; ias will afluredly ever prevent Europeans froni 
|jcirebifing,ir, although they afk for every thing they fee, and 
jtte'greWy incenfed if th^ nieet with a refufal. Their ful^ 
{AdoQi anti jealoiify are predohiinaiit qualities ;. ini^much 
fta4 Oft the leaft noife, they will predpitate thcmfelvcs head-* 
Pbgiitiiixdie fea, and fwim to their canoes ^ 
*i^«B riter St. AnSew is a fiAe deep ftream, and ihcreafed pefirip^ 
ftarr iti mbutfi by the falling In of anoflier river, bo'Ui join^^^f* of the 
*^'tD forti a large road. ' The entrance is furroiinded with ^^^ ?^- 
^6«es; bteautiful verdant meadows^ and rich fidds of^y'?^^ 
pwtcitent, Nature feems to have intended this place fo^^v *^ * 
^fcrtfefi, "wdlhout any other defence than its Situation, g/^fij^ 
i joa fmces from the mouth of the riverj a {)eninfula 
t great way into the fea, joined to the cohtiricot by a 
db* neck of land, not above five or {xk fathoms broad. 
SJCfaeivbcde peninfnla is a high level rock ; having a platforiiii 
fyat famdred feet in circumference, and commanding all 
me he^bourhig tountiry.. On every fide it is furroiinded 
%Ae fea, the rode perfeftly fteej>, and truly inacceffible 6a 
fcfcrith^ feaft, aiid weft fides; the neck of land alfo bfeingCi , 
Ifiljr'defendcd, that a battery of five guns wotild rehdei: it 
P?«rtghabie : fo this account of Des Marchais, Villault fub- 
i)A)es; and fubjoins, that at the foot df a little eminence, 
phth of tbfc tieck of land, there is a fine frefli water fpring,. 
i^wUe of iupplying a large gartifod, and of being feCured 
ijr the cannon of the fbrt ^ . 

kTHB land-marks are here fo diftirift, that it is imJ)offibIe 
fcr flrips- to miftake them. Here are lofty, thick, and fhady 
|ko5, with tlirie or four large villages, that ftrike th6 eye aU 
fconefe, within IdTs th^n half a mite of each dther j befides 
weral other niarks, which we fhaU Wve to the writers of 
wyages to; recite. All the fields and meadows found the 
Aouth df the river afe watered by pleafaht nieandring 
TOSte, that fertilize i^e ground, and . rerfder it fit for pro» 
l^ndrig every^fpecies of grain, fruits, aiid roots * tint efpiecially 
«&, millet, rice, peafe, yams, and mebhs; which grow 
Jtdi iiirprizmg increafe. Hna nattiral grovel of oranges; 
™cs, cckxMiut trees, citrofis, tfc. grow here, their bought 

•TitUuiT, p. 117. Smith, p. iij. • Bar«otj ibid. 
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fp ciofdy intenxuagkd, that jou might invite all thpfe^- 

yeral fruits '^irere the produce of one large tree.- Here 4c 

^ugar-cane, with a thoufand other plants^ which IpiJ^gr 

y^ithout cultivation in the greateft perfed^ion, are aJ^doMi 

to the ravages of the elephant^ and as haunts for wild beaqk^ 

in a word, whatever the Gold Coaft produces, is aifolospd 

here, in greater abundance and' perfeAxon, andjp indeed, 

the fruits and vegetables of the warmer climates fcem stll lo 

be unked on the Ivory Coqfi •*. 

tU mmt" ' ^^ ^^ ^^^ natives, the men Wear a loofe drefs, refenaWflg 

ntn of the ^ furplice, which hangs down to the knees; and thcwom9, 

nati'ves in a narrow cloth wound round their waiils, knd turned ia/ir 

this M' the fides. Many of them indeed go perfeAIy naked, and 

//7tf • feem to pride themfelves on (hewing what nature di&is 

to the rudeft barbarians to conceal. However, the ricterf 

both fexes have a paanoi fine cloth ; and the men a pooM 

or long knife by their fides. The women are.iiaall, hit 

neatly proportioned ; their features are regular, their g^ 

liviely, and their teeth yrhite, fmall, and even. Theiliai^ 

are likewire well built; nor are they deficient in cauige 

of* underfianding ; but the European traders having Ofcii^ 

offfome, they are become fo fufpicious, that nothing qu^ 

prevail on them to fet foot on board, before the captai&flf 

• the fhip has gone through the ceremony of putting a diief of 

fea water into his eye. This they look upon as thdrj^*, 

. tefbion, and a folemn engagement that no injury |w & 

offered them ; however, they cannot be prevailed ^jOttitQ 

go under hatches, or enter the cabin. They are ^?ttapd| 

fond of bracelets of iron and Ivory, mounted vdth jj^e 

bells, which they put rpund their arms, and the fmall of ^j 

7heir eic- leg, Thofe bells infpire them w}th additional joy in dao^j 

treme faf-'oi which they are pafSonately eager, as indeed ace all t& 

Jionfor ' negroes. Every canton or diftrift has its particular tt9w 

^^€ing. ^f dancing, different contortions and grimaces, which tk^ 

prefer to their neighbours cufloms; and our beft Eun^. 

mafters would, in this country pafs for aukward and dumffi 

:and migl^t, indeed^ find fome attitudes and.pofturcsaiaoi^ 

the negroes, which might improve their art. . The wpoctf 

in general have a fine, eafy, graceful air, when tbqr flanfcj, 

but this dignity is frequently intermixed and Ixdks^ ^ 

ibme; i;I4iculous and burlefque grimaces ^ 

East of the river St. Andrew^ are at leaft a doZCR-Ol 
craggy, broken, and ragged mountains, which ihetdi&t 
three or four miles along the coaft ; yet ar« the int6nncdiatf 

^ SnoECK, aftud. Bos. epift. 22« * Des March, t ivp* '5^' 



'fields rich and *6ruicful, watered in this fliort fjpace fey ne^r 
rs^nty little rivulets ; and indeed 'were the' inhabitants a 
.little ihort'd^ized,' no country on earth bids fairer for a 
■ profitable trade and ufeful tommerce. Th^ elephants muft 
^ f)e of an enormous fize, many of their teeth \^e!ghidg above 
aob pounds. Slaves and gold are likewife \n great plenty; but 
IStir^atis Oin never learn in whatmanner the'maritin^^ hative$ 
procure the latter, which they preferve an inviolable ftcret » 
or if they are. prefled to explain themlTelves, they point theit 
finger tdf the mountains on the north-eaft, intimating that it 
C09QQ^ from thence. * It is probable, however, that fome par^ 
' X}t*it is 'fotnd in their rivers, waflied by them from the 
' ifioun tains. JBut all thofe advantages are loft, throijigh thib 
^ fiarbarpus difpofttion of the natives, Vfho arejn no rcfpeft tji 
^ be ttttftcd, their cdurtefy being merely the effeft of defign, • 
^ kpd a fnare to- draw» the ihariners on fhore, Barhoi carrier 
■'ills notions of their fayage difpofition to a ridiculous e^^- 
^ txleme; nor is their cunnipg inferior to their q:n^lty. He 
^ 'Vaate^ a variety of iniftances of their fayage niature, by whicK 
' itups^ Okt have flopped to wood and water on their coafts, ' *• 
'■'fcswe hdd their meh kidnapped and murtheredl In the year Theiruel^ 
[' 1 6^7, ztiSftgli/b nierchantpian 16ft three of her crew by this diffofition, 
^ Dcieahs \ the following ye^r a Portuguefs trader had nipe men ^fj^^ ^% 
wniitheiid;" and ibon after a Dutch fhip met with; the fame ^''*^^f' 
^e^ aU her crew on fhore being kidnapped, murthered/ 
and' i^ey fuppofg eaten ty thofe favages, to the number of 
' fbiitteen inen . ' ' jfVom this bloody difpofition of the natives]^ 
^ ftA V(^iuguefe have g^ven the hzTA^ Malagente io the Ivory 
^""^ftf^; and/'fari^p&"attra||ting^^^^^ a commerce, they 

' do not ever venture to apprdaeli. it even for wood or water, 
V lnythont anfiiii^ tHfe feamen^' ^ahfi giving ftrift charge that' 
■'• tiiey keepcipfe to their'boats. "Froti^ Ijence we may jodg^^^ 
^ Jlbw littfe this coaft is known to Europf^n/t and Ko\y imper- 

• ifeSt ^ the relations of the geography^ prpdiice, laws^ ani 
*" #ihners, 6f the country and natives miift proved *** '" .. 

• • ' Vxi'lAUtT '(Jefcribes a village, which he calhZ)r<?i«'u;df 
'* PflTrr, J!)rpb.ably Little Drewin, as feyen mili^s diftant Q'om^ 
** Mi€ rWtr St: Andriw V ' "it i^ fi tuated," fays he, ' between' the"* 

• feventh and eighteentK^ripi mountain;^ and known .at fe| by a 
•' treebf |;reat*feigh[t andbulkV^^As t^^ the inhabitants^ th^y! 
,, are nojefs brutal and fayage. than all 'the others pf the coaft** 
' U'thls jgren^i:al way do.yoyagers fpeakof a country, Qf^"S5(hich; 

diey thiak. thtvoi^vps uadec the neceflity of giv^ig ibme aQ% 
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account. Between this and the river Cotro or iiSfit/ta^W 
, ^e could fee lio other villages ; from which cii^cuibibtz^ 
;. and finding no can:oes on the coaft, he'infers tj^J^jdiA^ 
\s but thinly peopled » Two miks ea|l of AlJ^/r^/j^aadi ^ 
town of Ldho, near the cape of that name. ! It ^ iupygtwnaf 
ki by thb cape, which is a low'poiiitr projedling antd ^ 
jea^ and covered with wood; among wbicB ni^ be ^ 
itingiiifhed one high tree, that rears its lofty he^<i£u* abqp 
the reft, ferving thereby for a land mark. 'Accordingly 
Des M^rehaiSy Cape t^ho is iituatedf in 5 degire^ i9,fA( 
nutes north latitude, equally dUlant from Cape Faunas ^ 
Cape Tris Puhias, and the wcfterh frontier of that 4i%ii^ 
called the country of the Gpo'd People g,' * ' '..;...? 
^ Heke the ivory is largeV good, iwid ]n ^rgat -a^niwj 
Barht fp^s of the town 01 Lahq, as a large :^n(| po;u]g9| 
' place, extending the mattei: of a league along the co^,.^h} 
ihore i)eingcompored of a beautifgl yellow fand, agaA^\K[l)i^ 
'.the fea beats vdth grea^t violence. . The neighbpuiingeopfll^ 
afS>rds all kinds of prov^fion^; better and .cheaper .thaftiv 
fj^^^^.thc coaffof St. Andrew idd'tfreivthJ .'The nativj^i^rc iC^' 
eta Mfib- toild, maable, and gentle difpofuion,. but riC^fij^Wqatci* 
fition tf every opportunity of raifing 'tg^ price of their xy^l^ ,acQMi* 
thenar . ing to tfie demand,' and the'n.umfe of Ihyjs they ^^iGextoOf 
/«w/ of^ the coaft. They are viAtcd by mterl6pers^,o^ a)Pf nattgWj jfij 
i*aho/ ^^ fliips Qf ]^ngland^ Holland^ D^nmart^ and i^f:i'I{a:^}($o^ 
^yhence* the pcjcafions of raifiog t-heir pri^e^eui^.top!^ 
quently, as is, ^perienQcd,to the coft of the fair .tra^erjilft| 
pays^ at an extraordinary rate for. his goods ;? ao4 J9 . J^fe i% 
.derfold in Europe; by .mercbante who trade, ^t ja fif i^fi*f 
pence than a company poffibly caixN . . 1\ ' . \'^3:. . ;, ;, 
BosMAN mendons a large river, that rups.sbQUl.^.iik 
•weft of li^^, dividing itfelf into two ^rioql^es, OQe^tf.5vt84 
falls into the river St. Andrew, and the other coatinu^w 
"itoiirfe eaftward for feveral leagues. Before it^emptiei itW 
into the fea J tut this .we are. unAJble to re<;pncil^ \vii ««| 
of the charts we have feen, which running from ealj (o V^ 
,the river muft flow upon a parallel line fpi^ feveral leagues 5 

a dureflion extremely unufual.. • Snoeck adds^ that J^/i«^' 

' • * ' ' - • '• . • •• * 

f Pes March, t i. p. 157. >». BARBaT> P- rj?, t 

CO The river Ccfro, Kotro^ fome other m vineri calt tl* 

0r Kotrouy runs to the call of ilack 'Ri'oer^ Either ^A Jb 

*ii€ river J,agos^2Xi^ is probsibly depth, or the niuddlBei$ of* ih 

the fame which Smith and waters, 

pbntcd 
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tied fike j^dntf with a great number of coco-^rees ; uti: 
if the €oaft were as bold, and the fhore embellifhed by 

fort^ it wottkl be difficult for mariaenf to diftinguifli the on« 

rem the other; fo ftroog a refemUauce have the neighbour* 

tg <rottBtries o^ both di/bi£ls. 

Passing Ca^ Lah, the coaft falls in dire£^ly north-eafty 
fbrmiiig a fine bay, at the liead of which opens the mouth of 
the Utde river, caUed Jaqu^ Laho, or Das Battas, running 
^^ire£U)F north and fouth, but not navigable. Seven miles 
footh-eaft; or rather eall-fouth-eaft of tliis^.flands the vll- 
[ Jage Uith, Falhck^ or Wattahck, which has fome little trade 
; in ivory. Next follows Jack a J^k^ a village ; and clofe by. 
that caftward, Korbi Laho, the little pool, called the Bottom* . 
kfs Pit^ ftanding between the two lai^ places. thQEngUJb 
aiid Dutch had both given this little (pace of fait water its 
iiame from its e^traordii^ary depth, feveral unfucceisful at- 
lempts having been made to found it ; but at length it was 
Ibfond to be no more than fixty fathoms, its fuppofed depth 
arifitig from a tide at the bottom, which carried away the 
kad fafieif than they could furniih line. This curroat driv- 
ing to die ibuth-weft^ Uring aad Atkins advife mariners 
fr<xii quitting Jaque Laho, before they have a fair wind, 
capable of furmouating the difficulty ; as, excepting the pool, 
there is no anchorage for (everal leagues along the coaft, 
73]e beft method, (ay tho(e writers, is to cafl anchor before 
Cwtn^f ia the diftriA of Ado ; or at Korbi Laho^ or in the 
pi^Hlh, of Rio dt Suero da C^a, this lail road, efpecially, 
betn^ equally oonvenient f<H* the inhabitants of either places 
to come on board with the produce of the country, viz, cloths 
zaUJtvSkol^uaquaSf ivory, and provifjons. We are toldfj^n/^/^' 
m noqe of the qualities of tfaefe negroes, i>efides. their great ne/s oftht 
QdU )a fwimming and diving ; it being the common diverfion ne^roei in 
of the fur^i^/an fiulors to throw bits of iron, coral, ^^h^J^}^ 
and the likp, over-board, after which the negroes will diye*»'V*. 
with fuch rapidity, as to catch theip befprp they reach the 
|)ottpai\ 

From iJ^ Mio de Suero dfi Cojia^ tq Capfi Jpollqnia, the 
€09& H low and fyen, e^tendijoig itfelf for a courfe of twelve 
miles eaflward, .faqridipred with l^rge trees, and covered with 
villages,- thp chief of ^hich arc, Bogutji, Jfftni P^ena» Gre,^t. 
iffini/ Albiani^ jfabo^ and Akanlmina. Thefirft ftands at a j 

Kl^aU di^l^nce fsotp the (hore, qear the mouth of the river ' 

]^aCofia^ furrbunde^ by w<>ods,aud pleaj^ntly fituated. ijfmi 
^^guctia a^d Creai,Ijfi$d^ are both litmti^don thei^ea CQ^Itf 

\ Sno^ck^ apttdPe Bri^y, p. 491^ 
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'at the diftancc of three or fcfar mUcs, iiid hkween themiyi 
a number of villages, three of them v/ry cobfiderdble^ baft 
their names unknown. Great Iffini is buUti at'the e^trailid 
of a fmall river, which during the dry feitfon is tolb*iaH*e 
fimds, . but difcharges irfelf into the fea, during tlre<i;id^ 
moivths. This town was pillaged and burnt in the y«ar 
1 68 1, by the inland negroes; but it has fince- revival te 
fplendor, or rather exceeds what it ever had been^ by Ae 
addition of a great number of houfes and inhabitants. WIhsc 
the river empties itfelf in the fea, it forms a fiiiall >ifland, very 
Commodious for builditig-'a fort; but our Eurepeanxom^ 
nies have hitherto ma,de no attempts of ' that hature,'-dreadii^ 
perhaps the vicinity of thofe ill difpofed* neighbours to tite 
weft ward (D). Great TJJini is celebrated for the pttrity-rf 
its gold, which probably e^mes from the kingdom ^}i0ah% 
^t the. fource of the Kiode Suero da Cqfia, a ^country rici ia. 
gold^ but little itnown to the-£i^r^^tf7w, as we have stow^ 
obferved. • ,' - * -^ * .^ '••: ; .liitt^i- 

East of Iffini are the little diftri^Jls and towiiscf j^Wiwr 
znd Taln>', the former fix mile§, the latter teii^'odi it, hodi' 
furrounded by high groves ofipalms, feen at a^^rfeat diftaoee 
at fea, and pretty much- frequented by Eitropean (blfif^i 
A mile farther eaft, and. half 'a mile weft of Caps ApoSmi 
ftands th6. tillage Akaniniinii^ en a rifinggri^und^^ andtoP:. 
ttianding an excqnfive fea atid land profpeftl: The kidar 
country between Boqun ^tid'this 'tillage is bighV riiggedj 
and mountainous, but afFordin^ fpme fin^ ^Id^ iVQiy,'afl$i 
few flavds^. The gold duff' of thefe t\\/o- places* as feosd 
commonly in fix fathoms ^ deep,: for two* ihTJcs along tht^ 
coaft; and the.negfois itiix'if with pulyerifed copper fo^- 
pertly,' . that it requires ' tibWihlng to' difcover' tlie fraiid.'^* ' '■ ] 
Kingdom Near Cape Apolhnla ip the* kingdoin' of Gtdmnirei go* 
ofG\x\Q' "^r^^d 1^ ^^s y^^r 1703. by a queen^ called AffammcM 
mere go- a princefs much refpefted by hemeighbours; and belovedby 
-njernedhy hef fub/efts. .'She \yas to havfe been fucceededin rfie tte^ 
a quepi. by her. brother ; for being of an aftive and warlike humdi^ 
fhe difliked. the authority of a huibahd, (pent ker whofe ti^ic 
in the camp, and headed her own ^armies.- Such \»^ to 
good fortune and bravery,- 'that fhe was never unfuccefsfalifl 
any enterprize, nor was the fmalleft advantage ever gained 

. , -.■•'• : . . 

I ,*' ■■■ ' ' 

(P) Barhgt fays, that tlie in 1714(1) ; 'but this « a' rff- 

Trench, ini 701 , built a fmall fort cumftance we^ find meoAQfisA 

here 5 which not anfwering.their b^, no other. author* . j> 
expedlation, they abaDcjoned it 



{i) Barhoi^pzi^,^ 
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Wet^het troops, citier by the ne^poes or Europeans i She' 
m»s paffiodately fond of the French, and totered into a treatjr 
!^th -the chevalier Damon, which continued ^thout the teaft- 
frtfirtfiHoni during the greater j>art of her life. ' SO great aa 
idmircr was fhe of the lively ahd poKte humour of this 
liationvthtft (he frequently declared fhe' had rather "be a flibjedt 
iOf/yawr^, than the fovcreigri of any othtr European ftate; a 
•proof thdf her m^jefty's j>enetration into human nature was not 
deep^ndthat, like her fex, ihe judged by external appearances. 
This- kingdom of Gtdomere has but narrow limits towards the 
fely^'but ftretches itfelf a great way toWards the inland |)irts j 
It 19'' well* peopled, rich, and renowned by its commierfceJ 
G^ld' and ivory are ift confiderablfe quantities found -here; 
and hcr-flaajeft^'s perpettiai Wai's ahvsiys produced* a* goott 
filartec of (laves it. ^ ^ . , \ 

: •AccorftJiN'G to Def^I^arcbatSj Cape ApoUonia ftands m 
fotii^ dq^es fifty miiultes of north latitude, half way betweeii 
tte-^/V Suerdda Coftd, 'knd Cape Tres Puntas (E). . li is'.rel- ' 
m^fticable for its lieight,' and the lofty 'tt^^s with which jt is 
itff^ncd*. '♦The natives have f6i*med thettifelves intoa kinil 
©f ^epubHcan govemnicdt, under the'^tbt'eiflion, di^ •leather' 
tyranny,' of the Dutch, who prohibit thtif trading with 'any 
^er nation ; and hence it fs that this cbaft is fo little "knowa 
tO'^thc other: Europeans, and ■ fo inaccurately defcriited- by 
tUc'^ffollanderSy who find their intereft in concealing : the 
nature of the produce and wealth of the country. Snoeck 
all6ws, however, that the country between Ifftni Axi Cape 
j^lhrUa is well peopled, and covered wi'tSi large and fni^ 
villages. It had its name, Tays' he; from the Portugtte/e^ 
who difcovered it upon Sf» Jpoihnta's day: it 'points d 
fittle fouth^ard, b*ut appears low and ftrait'aldng'tfiecoaft 
tor fhore,'^ ratfihg itfelf into three' high mountains^ behind; 
which are feen from a great diJftance arfea, in clear weatherl 
Upon' each of the mountains are feveral diftinft and fcparati 
grove§ or groups of trees, that give the pfofpeft a very cool 
t^mJ agreeable look ; and in the intermediate vallies are- three 
6t four pretty villages, built clofe to the fea fide; but the 
^ontintija beating of the waves upon a flat and' fendy Ihore, 



> Vid. ana. citat. ' T. i: p. i8j. 






(E) PiiKps places it about ' three yilbgcs t6 the wi*. With 

fix milts eaft of Great IffinU re- thefe lie attempted enbringiiip- 

-pi«rentiogit as formed by three onatrade^ bnt in Yai{i'(<J.\, < 
'l^reat 2npa&taiQs,vwith two or 

(2) Phiffips, f. 20^ 
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mkders fending difficult, and ^ comikierce here ^^(tr^HHf ' 

tnconrenient^ which nothing could balance befides d^gjF^I 

«ivaiM;i|ges derived from it. . . r h ' 

Peferif' > In gencirf, .if wc cxcept a few capes, all the cpaft frontt 

Hon of^heOfl^t Pahnas itQ Ca^e Apcflonia. appears-not only fo low, btvt 

amntry fe equ^l and flrait, that it is very di^uk for (hips to di^ln^ 

yiefi'mard guUh places ; and indeed, befides thde capes, the ctalf 

frwicapi ^iftinft Jand-marks are the heights and mountains rCHHxl 

Appllo- j^^^i^^ . The landuig all along the coaft is dang^ous^.^^ 

^'"** account of the high furfs and fwelling waves tjiat roll in Spcm 

die vaft fouthern oce^n, and break with fuch violence cpon 

the lands. The negroes alone are perfectly acquainted ijrith 

Ais fea, and brave enoia^h to combat all the fury of fd 

wii»ds,. tides, and waves,; in U^eir little canoes. From £^ 

P almas xo Cape Jp^lhnia thefe canoes are employed in Ipsd* 

ifig aii4 unloading thelhippii^, dni; dread coming ^^ear^ 

jhore, and b^ng ^ttered ia pieces by the waves ; aor-aie 

they always ikfe by keqaing at diftance from the fliore, ' as 

the grouiid is fo rough th^t they frequei^tly \pk their an^to^ 

Ifere ih^ ibuth winds blow th^ v^ ^jf^aently,^ fto^ing ikt 

land breezes, and thofe ftrong aiuli ui^h^^y^nph^ 4t^ 

^rppeisd from the vilh^es of almoft all n^roes. ' ' 

Ihfcrip* ' i^fiP^P ^^ j^poUonia there ar^ large traAs qf £||Nf 

^ iffii land/ ^ yfK\^^ the ncg^; now fow Indian cornt a fgM^ 

paiiviL ^ grain whkli' they belike was impqrtQ4 ¥dief by th^-^ 

iuguefs. The complexicxi of the natives is fo blac^ l|fl^ 

Atkin$ .compares it to the fineft jet : in their teQi|Ret|dl«{ 

fre lively, enterprifing, and indefatigable in cofomcfiie. 

Their. huts are neater and cleaner than thofe of thdr n^^ 

bours, and their drefs more elegant, it being fet off ^^ 

ornaments of gdd, ivory, and iowris. The hair or wod^ 

their hes^ds is divided into an infinity of fmall trefles, whid| 

they adorn with biu of oyfte^ fhells and other flumng baubles. 

On the left cheek they have a (car, of the figure of ^ poniard^ 

6iid frequently the reft of the body is marked in ^ fstant 

fnanner^ to dftpqte the warlike dirppfiUon of tjid p^^ $ 1 

fuftom of gita^ antiquity here, and communicated toiey^ 

ptber ne^r9 nations, &rving to diftinguilh the inland frdf 

the maritime natives; the former of which are oftea r^uc^a 

' to flaiisiV by the.kttcr; iThofe flaves they fell at four ounces 

. of gold anA'per lie^d ; and,'allowing i oo per cent, on goods^ 

iihey .will thus' be purot^^ at 8/. fterling eaj^j;^,' out 'of 

-^idi the caboceroes diemaild twenty (hillings daty, and tb 

jfafdAvsr men, or great cbnncil, ten fhillings; whence iar 

tujhor concludes, that thieving or kidnapping flaves fe teoa 

• ■;' . , fyiteflU- 



g^lwatkal here than ia any other country, whett no certain 
j^ke. or duty is affixed. «> 

From C^e Jjiollonia to the river MankanA^-'whtre the 
province of Axm^ ^ the Hr^ di^fion of t)^e t?0/(^ ^ikafi' begjins; 
are two or three fine villages. Two in par.Uf:ttlar arc beau* 
tifol^ iltiiated amidft groves of palm and eoco trees ; but the 
Ufkde, for which they fiand advantageoiirfly, is negleQed« 
FrooM^ence to Jxim the fiipre ^es its courfe fouth-fouth« 
eaft, and ia^ the village of Boggio the river Manka'w empties 
it&lf,ifito the fea, at the qaouth of. which th^ negroes find a 
^QSi|iderable quantity of gold. This is all ^t ^o^ c^ the 
'Ijuioiy Coqfi ; no author haying pretended to give a dejcrip^ 
^ of their towns j or an exaftchartof the topc^^r^phyani 
fliftsuices qf places "». To this we fhall fubj[oin all that cda 
be ^Crad^ put of voya^rs^ of the produce and naanners of 
i\i& people and country in general, nothing ii slU bdng knowa 
irf tiv?irla^$ and policy. 

1 EvEJis: cbuntiry within the limits of the Ivory Coqft is Trodua^^ 
friutful inrii^/ p^fe, b^^ citrons, oranges, /i^^<«^T~' 

^ COQO-^nut^ ; and^j^' natives bring frequently; oh I?oard^f7* 
^^ ric^ foga^-ca&^s } which intimates, that this comqpKkT 
dk; might be cultivated to advantage herj^. > In a*word, the 
Ibw^'i^fi is one of the fineft divifipns of Gumey ; the'^- 
^^,of the mountains,' and vallies filled with villages, is 
14^ghtful, moft of thoTe little towns being furrounded widi 
kicy p^lms and coco trees. The foil of the high land is a 

J;Q^ii0^ earth, which with the perpetual verdure.^ the trees 
^;ir)$.^aa agreeable mixture of colours. Cotton a(^d indigo 
ar^ the fpontaneous growth of the provinces of Great Dre^bi 
m^^t. Aub^ew^ which are indeed the'richel^ of the whole: 
^^wine and oil are plentiful ; together with a fpecies<yf 
Fpitt growing on a fort of palm tree, which the natives calt 
iin^, or Aourbqn. This the negroes eat with great plca^ 
fQrei d4[inking at the fame time a wine, drawn from thefamte 
(ji;^^ noised with water ; its j(lrength rendering it unfit for 
uf(? alone.and unqualified, 

, X^l^&^^ts ^ ^ame animals, Iheep, cows, goats^ and hogs, Ammabef; 
gTi^ip Numerous, that they are fold for almoft nothing ; a few thi i9tifi% ^ 
S3i&gs l^ing fufHcient to keep a whole family in beef, |nut<* ^ ' 

Vx^,^P^ pork for. feveral day^. As to fiih, the cpaft fup** 
nfi^^t^^n in as great abundance and variety j; but the 'moft 
r^llM|*ii^aJ>le are ihey?» bull\ zingarKjL^ in y/t^^^riwi'caliled pafi" 
tSf/y^i ^d iht fea devil, {o\^jixL^^}^yB^$^Matchdis. The 
^&.^lkd alfo the l^omedjiffi is about three feet long, «£• 

§ VS4^ auA, citat. ibid. 
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dufive of his tail. His body is fquare, of an nneqtial thid- 
nefs at both extremities, being every-where about fivHist tfc 
dmnnfeFence. His fkin is rough, ftrong, ahd filled >^th 
pointed knobs, but not prickly or covered with (hells, every* 
^hece fpotted with different, colours, a mixture of grey, vio- 
let, and white. The head refembles that of a hog, but tcr- 
Mninating in a probofcis, ISce an elephant ; the aiiimal ^vipg 
no other paflage for his aliment than through his trucfe W 
his ftomach nothing befides fea-weeds and fpme fmall'fiftes 
was found. His eyes are large, and fringed with a kbJof 
firong, hard hair, and his forehead armed with two hbnte, 
bony, ftrong, rough, and pointed at the extremity, about 
fix inches in length. On his ba<5k rbfe two excreft'cnice, 
about three inches high, which VUn from the bafe of tic 
horns almoft to the tail. The tail fecmed to be comt^d 
of two parts,- the one fleftiy, and covered w^h a contiA- 
tion of the Ikin of the body, being in faft a part of tiie ier- . i 

'I iebra of the back, but more flatted and p^liant ; th§ oAcr a 
thick fin, of a brown colour, ftreaked with parallehvbite. 

. lines; fcrving for a kind of defence, as well as a ru*dd'<ir to the 
animal. * ' 

As to the zingana, it is a voracious animaly with a fet ^ 

' head, large, red, and fiery q^es, two rows of flrongfi^ 
the body round, and terminating in a ftrong tail, t&Tdfed 
with a tough fkin, not fcaly but fpotted. The ftoffc 
V ftrong, and aflUl the animal to dart with incredible wjiKfcl 
at his prey. Nothing comes ahiifs to the voracious a 
K>f this tHonfter ; but above all it is delighted with 
flefti. ^ -' 

The third monfler described by Des Marchais is thtfcA, 
devily about twenty-five feet long, and proportionabljrtfiidc, 
*rhe moft remarkable parts of this aniriial are, projoftlhg 
fogies from his body, of a hard, horny fubftance, andfo 
ftiarp, that a flroke of them is extremely dangerous. The-'cSl, 
which is long, and taper like a whip, is armed with a fh^, 
keen point, with which he frequently darts backward; and 
his back 'covered with hard excrefcences, two inches highi 
and ^^ted'lfke a hook. The head is large, joined inuBe- 
diitely to the bodj^, without thefmalleftappearance of a neck, 
and furnifhed wim Hat, cutting teeth. Nature has belbwd 
on this monfler foiir eyes^ two near the gills, large "^A 
round, and two others- on tjie :forehead, ofafmaflerfiKj 
but- all of them diftinft. On ^ch fide the gullet are ttr^ 
. h6fns, of an equal length and thicko^ii, ' That on the rigllt . 
fide, which ftands between the other two, meafures about 

three feet in length: -and an inch and a half in circiMnfo^^^^ 

£ . "^ . ^- • at 
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at 4ts ^nfertion, terminatiog gradually \n r Iharp point ; 
littt a$ it isjielding and flexil^lei it as capable of giving 
bu^ liule oficnce, oc aflbr^ng any proteAion to the animal* 
Tp cpnciude* the fie(h is totigh and ill-tafted, though eager- 
iy fought after by the negroes,- perhaps for no other reafoa 
than that it is fcarce. . ^ 

. As to, the people^ they, are rather above the commojf. Generai 
(lature, clean limbed, and w^ll proportioned ; but their fea- manners •f 
t«res.on the firft glance are hideous; yet» notwithAanding/^^/r^. 
the^rejui^ces conceived from their unhappy afpeA, Vilkudt 
^d Dfs' Marchais. agree in calling them the moft rational^ 
civilized, and polifhed people in all Cuimy^ and the &me 
cfaara£ler they bear among all their neighbours. The reader 
mxxBi obferve, that we fpeak of the natives of the ^uaqua 
coaA ; . that is, from the river Drewin to Cape ApoUonia ; for 
as to the others, all aut^hors reprefent them as the moft 
jbarbarous, cruel, and favage of all nations. ** However 
lavage the afped and exjtemal appearance of the negroes 
of this coafl (fpeaking of the ^uaquaco^Si) may appear, 
they are," fays Barbot^ ' ** gentle 'in their nature, honeft in 
their dealings, fociable, and well difpofed:'^ apiflure the 
.^ry r&verfe of what Smith has drawn. This' writer calk 
them^ fo brutal and thieving as not to be paralleled by anv 
people on the face of the globe. If they fee any thing <^ 
board fhip^ which they have no opportunity of ftealing, they ^ 
will beg it; and, if it be denied them, they fly into a rage« 
iwim a(hoi^ey and put a ftop to aU trade.. Smith would not 
Venture to fend his boat on fhoi^ for provifions, but with an 
armed crew, and after he had caft anchor fo near .the Ihore 
t!hat bis caiinon could' cover the Aien. Trom defcriptions {(> 
-difierent we muft either conclude, that thefe two writera 
mean dijSbrent nations, or that Smitl^ met with fome accidents 
.which prejudiced hitn againfi the whole people. Villauh, 
forgetting what he affirms a little before, or fpeaking of a 
,4iiferent people, 'accufes them of eating the Europeans; add- 
jng, in proof of this aflertion, that in the ipaoe of a fevr 
r^yeani they had eat about fourteen Dutchmen : a faA greatiy 
to :be doubted, according to Snoeck ; and, if true, appUcab^ 
twiy to the natives to the weft ward, ntzvCape Palntas. Vil- 
loidt farther allerts, that they' conftantly ieize upon all the 
white men who wood and water on their coaft, without any 
provocation, and merely from a brdtal fondnefs for human 
£e(h : however, fays he, happily, no nation on the coaft has 
foch a dread of fire-afms. Smith calls them an accurfed race 
of'catibals. The fame prejudices, according to him, have 
been unjuftly conceived againft fome other nations of Guiney^ 
4 ^^ 
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. far eating monldes, dogs^ and aUegators; but tlus lildBedo^ 
ierves the appellatioa of favage.^om that diabc^tal faift tfaejh 
have afi^r mens flefh ; ytY^^xwpisMarchais^ after enhirghi^ 
upon the hixmaaity^ and refinednWll of •their manners; fiibjeisii; 
This people drink a fort of beer, calUd pko^ and uri^fe dram 
from the Bourion pakn^ with which they mik water^ t^ 
prevent the effeAsof its intdsd^stting quaiityl Drrndto-i 
ne&is a crime of fo odious a nature among them^ tlSlt th^ 
laws have prohibited it Under the ftViefeft |)eiialdei, and* 
bn paia of death. Thtit ihaium is» tiiat to deftroy one's 
health* or reafon, is to put liiaa upon a level with hmit 
treatures, to prejudice (ociety, .by . robbing , it of its ufefbt 
members, and to deftroy [the ^As of all law and govern^ 
nent ; for a man void of reafon cannot b^ infiueo^ I6f 
hws» as he i& ignorant of the propriety of his aftibiis^ • 

Their diet, according to AthinSy is coarfe and iiideliaie$ 
their beft difhes being what is called Jlabber fatice^ a term 
probably glveti by the EngUJb ; bominu and a kind of Msri 
fmp^ The firft is comf^fed of rice, fiAi, fowl, kid, and 
dephant's fle(h, all of them kept till they IHnk ; and thii 
baches, boikd with ochre (F) and palm oil^ is deemed a ropk- 
difii. Somini IS made of fi^, dried without fiilt in tfaefnii;'. 
the more foedd the better* This they fry with palm (»l wst 
tice, and greedily fnatch it up with their fingers. As br^ 
Uack/oupf it is a favourite difli all over Guiney, bptb aiDfiqf 
Europeans and negroes. The Europeans make it of fldbii 
fowl, with pepper, vinegar^ fait, dnd fome fweet heriis pecar 
liar to the country ; but the negrdfes add fifh, athre, ui 
ipalm oil* 

Those n^oes deteft the cuftom Europeans have of en'^ 
bracing each other, after a long abience, or oti partiiig :^ 
they regard as an unnatural aAion, and an affront to the A&r 
lex. Their te^th are of the canine Mnd, and perfefUy {bufi' 
from the continual habit of pointing them; but in gemi 
they are crooked and irregular. They look upon long nuk 

" as a great oriiameiit; add drefs their hair into trefles, whlck 
tliey keep feparate by a paft6 of palm oil and a kind of fid 
earth. So fond alt they of a quantity cff hah*, that^di^ 
borrow large locks from the women, which th6y 91AA 10 thdr 
own, farming a kind of peruke ; atid their bodies cbey aMiflt 

(F) We are at a Idfs foi^ otir even as a mfedscine, and cooti 

author^s meaning here. Surely never communicate any <Mp^ 

the natives did not boil the mi- of flavour to their fobd.^ All 

neral we call 4>chre wiih iheir the argillaceous earths of w 

food, which is now reje£led kind are equally infipid 
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tmj'&xy with the £une kind of pafte which they apply to 
tiKfr hair. Th^ are contionally chewing htd^ trith the 
jmd^of which, mixed with their fpittle, they (bbber over 
thdr neck and chin, imagining, that it give» z GnerrnnsBk 
aad faffiitidfttl Inftre to the tkifx. Round the fmall of the kg 
tfaey wear large rings of iron. Tome of them, according to 
Barktf weighing near fixty pounds ; a circamftanoe AaoSt 
inaediUe. They are charmed with the jingling foand of 
diofe rings and bells fufpended to them, in the mukititde of 
which confift all their grandeur and dignity. In a word, 
iays the fame aiithoc, they are a people highly difgufting at 
firft fight, {torn the nature of their features, the manner of 
thdr drefs, and the beaftlinefi of fome of thdr cliftoms ; to 
wliBch may be added ftrong, rank, and fcetid e£9uvia from 
thdr' bodies, which can never become fupportabk by habit 
to an European nofe. 

The: common people wear only a piece of cloth round 
die waift, out of decency ; but the more opulent forn are 
d>vered with a fort of cloak, or furplice, with long fleeves, 
they wrap round the (houlders and hang down below the 
knee;: add by their 'fide they wear a hanger or fiiort fword. 
As to the women; tfaey cut off their hair, in order that the 
iten may have a fuperfiuous quantity. Atx>ut Liffk Drewin 
thefemales have the curiofity to come down with their chii* 
di^ to the fiiore, when tHe Europeans ^tt watering, whom 
they feem to behold with great fatisfaftion. ^ Villault fay^ 
that ietttQS afide their complexion, which is jet-black, they 
would pa» for beauties in Europe^ fo r^lar are didr fea- 
tures, and fo brilliant their eyes. He had feen above fifty, 
•out of ndiich number there was not one but was tall, flender, 
gfcnteel; cind handfome in the iace; in a Word, a fine woman; 
ODCwidklanffing the men are for the rsnoXk part grofs and &t, 
lli|Mgh well made. Some of the women who wear their 
bdr, adorn it with little plates of pure gdd ; in making o£ 
v^idi ihere ii the'greatefl: emulation^ among the workmen 
afli'goldfmiths. Thefe pieces are fometimes large, but xa 
general ^ih, fmall, and of little value ; however, fome wo-* 
iseo^vear fbch a number of trinkets, that the whole amounts, 
(a ak{(»dMerable fum. A youfig and beautiful girl Toon gets 
a;i»iband, ^6 by contra^ has no power over her jewels^ 
though in other refpeds his authority is abfdute and defpo* 
dc« Even in this particular he falb upon means to gain a 
fcpsribrity, by denying her naoney to purchafe other necef- 
faries, till ihe pledges her ornaments with him ; and no Iboner 
i§ he in poffeffion, than, he difpofes of them to th^ Europeans 
The only drefs of the women is a cjoth, without any parti- 
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colar forov thab lalls over the forepart qC. their bpdies^itlu; 
hiader parts beiog left Intirely paked ; and indeed tbf;reis 
hardly a people in the whole coall <^^Guiney fp primitive and* 
fimple iQ this particular; as the natives of th^ Ivory Cdqfi^ui 
jpartjcularly of ^apia., .^ . . _ . _ ^. .,; , , .^ . ; 

. Their form of fatutation they have in c6mmon' with alt* 
negroes ; that of laying hold of the finders, making than 
cracky and repeating tjt\^ word quaqua feyeraltimes,\ia.albw. 
voice. Here it is a conftant rul6, that the fen follows ^ 
profeffion of his father; the fpli ^f a weaver is bred a 
weaver ; that of a fmith,- a fmith; a'nd th6 fame in all otb^ 
occupations. This regulation is lb firmly eftablifhed^ that 
the- whole cpuntryy perhaps, does not furnifh a fingle inibuKe 
to the contrary : a cuftom that is attended with many.incpa^ 
veniencieSy though upon the whole founded on reafon; aol 
the fuppofition that a fon has better opportunities of b^omr. 
ing acq^uainted with his trade under a father than with aojf^ 
other mailer. Yet, after all, they ai'e exceeding bunglers ur 
the mechanic arts ; and Atkins fays, that a .common door- 
lock is fo great a curiofity as to draw a whole country tog^ 
ther to fee it; a watch flill increafes their admiration, and 
making paper /peaky as they exprefs it, is a perfeA miracle. 
If tl\ey are fent with a note, and told the contents bcfcir^' 
they frequently make the experiment whether the Euri^eani 
are deceiving theqiy in pretending they can interpret tl^ 
thoughts of an abfent perfon by thofe crooked chara&cs.: 
this they do by afldng the contents when they have read tbe 
paper, in a jeering manner, as if they had caught them in ^ 
lie ; but their furprize is inconceivable^ when they are told 
literally the whole bufinefs the note contains ; this beings' 
a£t of which they can form no cpnception, and that g^ics' 
them a very advantageous idea of the white men, Iseli^vitig 
they mufl neceflarily have fome familiar daemon, tbata&¥' 
factor or broker on this occafion* . 
XeBgton^ The, grounds of their religion are much the fame yn^, 
what we have related of the Cold Coqft^ it being fouadqi 
wholly upon fuperftition and ignorance. If they re^ 
thdr princes and priefts, their refpeA arHei^ leifs bj^a^ thor. 
efteem of the order, than of the opinion they entl^rtginpf 
the dignity annexed. They .arc fully p^rfuad^, that s^: 
and forcery are qualities and powers infepai:able from maj^. 
and priefthood. The king of Sakd^ a cTpun try near, C<^^ 
Laho^ paflcs, in particular, for the greatefi magician in die* 
univerfe. He obfcrves annually ^ certain myfterious ccr?; 
mony in honour of the fea, wfiitH is the tutelary deity bJFdii? 
kingdom. It begins v^ December ^ and continues till Jprii 
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fd||(i«4ag| dam^ which time he fendt, by interrab^ fome of 
ids coof tiers in a catioe to Axim, Sama^ Commendo, and toBUi 
^&er Ufwm ob the Gpid Cwtfi^ to facrifice to the ocean a 
i|«tAti€y-dF old rags, dUferent kinds of ftones, and horod 
filed with powdelr, with which they blow tip thue reft of th« 
'clfering. A prieft attends the nobleman^ and is in a parti- 
calar manaa' ^ntrtifted with the care of the ritual ceremony, 
^wlndi he exeQUtes by pronouQcing certain words, in a low 
VMoe, 40 obtain of the fea a calm and fer^ie fummer feafon» 
<irydi of ccmfequence will be favourable to commerce and 
eafigatSoti. As foon as the firft canoe is returned, he diA 
|)at€hes another^ which, going through the fame ceremonies, 
% focceeded by another, ^and in this manner alternately iot 
Ae fpace of four or five mcxiths. When the jGrft cano^ 
;4eaves Korbi Laffo^ ihe is inftantly followed by the negro fac^ 
|lors of that pc^t^ vAiO in canoes carry thdr ftulFs and goods 
lid be fold in the very place where the king has made his 
!4!ftrtiig. On their return other merchants tind faftors follow 
^e fecond canoie ; and thus they go on facrificing and trade- 
li^fer the ieafon. Wonderful regularity is obferved through- 
eUt this reii^ous ceremony ; and all the merchants find means 
40 ^pofe of their flocks. Towards the month of JpriJ the 
foKJcfef pii^ft leaves the fea at full liberty to florm, foam^ 
ttdftidl, a$ k thioks proper; and the merchants, fearing 
.teft the ocean, fatigued with long reftraint, may embrace 
Ais liberty, make all the hafte they can to their feveral 

Whatever judgment authors may think fit to pafs on 

fte natives of j^wtfywd, in point of religion and manners, cer- 

fili tt is, that their extreme regard to tralde, and the affiduity 

Utfi which they cultivate it, are no bad proofs of thdr un-^ 

iMftandiog and fenfible political notions. When they firll 

^Elbfer a fhip on the coaft, they diligently attend to the 

aftions of the crew ; and as foon as they believe their fecurity 

rtfifirmcd by their apparetit manners, they crowd on board 

*th all the produce of their country, gold, ivory, provi* 

Ikms, and flaves ; although they generally oblige the captain 

1 1^ pafs- through the ceremony of putting fea water in his 

I qffe; firmly perfuading themfelvcs, that if he violates this? 

; feteain engagement, the fea will punifli him with the lofs o£ 

! <hat organ. On their fide, tbdy enter upon no promifes ; 

and, for tfiis reafon, European feamen are generally on their 

goird, to prevent fudden attacks or frauds, admitting only t 

; ccrtrin number of ^negroes upon deck at a time. This is 

fWaidf% aflertion ; but Barbof cAfervcs, that they xolun- 

ttfSy perf<«iaii the fame ccremonfcs tfaey require of the Eur^- 
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peon captain, dipping thdr hands in the tHFater, and ksiii^lt 
drop in their eye : meaning thereby,, that they wtfli theloMlf 
the eye, if they be guilty of a breach of faiths Jikins rdalQ^ 
this obligation with drcnmflanccs (bmewbat difierent. Aofioofr 
ing to him, the captain prefents himfeif to the chief peffti 
in the canoe, who immediately pnts one 1^ on the fide df 
the (hip, while the other remains on the gnnwallof the caoooi 
In this pofture he takes up as much water as he can hd^it 
the pahn 6f his hand, and throws it in the captain's faoe, l)|f 
which he gives the ftrongeft proof poffible of liis friendihip 
and fidelity ; and fo attached are they to this fQperftiti(% 
that without it be duly performed they will never eat€r4 
fhip. It is pretended, that before the" natives of the W 
country, as it is called,, weft of Great Drev/in, ncglefltd 
this cuftom, no people on earth adhered more rd]giOvifM 
their engagements : now they are the moft treacherous, bdi^ 
and perfidious of mankind, owing intirely to the dHrepilfc 
into which this ceremony is fallen. It now fabjlift^^oolf It 
cape Lahoe, the river St. Andrew ^ and cape j^polbnia. b 
other provinces the negroes content themfelves withcurionlif 
examining the fhip, her ftrength, and the number and cooft* 
tenances of the crew : fometimes they fpit a mouthfiil of it 
water into the captain's face, which polite compliment diqr 
^peA he fhould return, if his fincerity be unqueftiooable: 
but, according to the French writers, if the natives .can dif- 
tinguilh the language fpoken on board to be Frewk^ then 
they wave all other trial, and Hock on board without hcfi- 
ration. 

The European faftors divert themfelves with feeing otooes ■ 
filled with men crowd round them, every mouth uttering die 
fame found, quaqua^ quaqua. As foon as any of them ate 
faoifted on board, the anxiety of the reft is lively to an extrcmcj 
rhey move their heads and eyes backward and forward with 
the utmoft impatience, as if waiting the fate of their com- 
panions ; and it is Mrith the utmoft difficulty they are allpre^ 
vailed on tp come on board. The bcft method to over- 
<:ome their ifears is the ceremony we haVe mentioned ; Iwt 
Barbot fays, that he has fometimes unfuccefsfully tried this. 
It is probable, that fome outrages committed by the Ewt 
fean /hipping has ever fince infpired thefe timid creatm« 
with that dread and fufpicion ot injuries, particularly from ; 
the Englijb, fays Des Marchais : and indeed this reflefKott 
is in fome meafure confirmed by Smithy who relates, that, 
flopping at feveral towns and ports on tliis coaft, and firing 
/^ cannon as^ a flgnal of his arrival, he never could difcoa i 
fijigle canoe coming towards him, or the fmalleft appeanmce 
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tfaiitrcbejBfltivestpropoied trading with bim. *< It is cd^tain/^ 
lays he, " that ihey never approach ^nEngiiJb veflel, without 
** dreadJof being, carried away lata flavelry:^' whence it id 
f robable, ibzt fome attempt of this nature has been made« 
iSt ^cknowiegeSf that they ricpofe the greateft confidetice in 
tile French o£ anj European nation : they even allow them to 
ere£t a ftahdard on (bore ; ufe tlie French language in foar- 
f^ains; and hot only trade wkh tliem at an eaiier rate, but 
«iUb fumUh them plentifully with frefh water and all manner 
of priDvifions : an acknowlegement that does great honour to 
'the idyllized manners and prudence of that nation/ however 
iniall the advantage is which they draw fronl the preference 
\^wea them. 

The nqgroes of the ^uaqua Coafi come generally five or y^^ //^/^ 
fix in a canoe along the (hip's fide; but it is feldom th2X dity of the 
abpve one or two have refolution to come on board, before Qua- 
4hey have iaen in what manner their compani6n$ are treated. quan»» 
They- mofl freqnendy enter the fliips two at a dme, with a 
coupjb of elephants teeth and fome other goods ; thefe retnm- 
ing to the canoe, before the reft leava it. Thofe who come 
firft narrowly infpeft the ftate of the (hip, whether the failors 
be armdd, and the number there is upon deck. When they 
have ibid their goods they return, and acquaint their friends 
with the ufage tbay have received. No intreaties can pre- 
vail on them to go below declt, notwithftanding they pre- 
tend they think themfelves perfedHy fecure, and exprefs great 
cnriofity. So much do they dread fire-arms, that they all 
flung themielves into the fea upon Smith's firing a gun to 
bring to a (hip he difcovercdin the ofBdg : and he obferVed, 
that if they difcover the leaft appearance of arms on board, 
they immediately feud away to the (hore, with all the hafte 
they arc able. 

One may eafily apprehend the difficulty and tedioufnefs of 
trading with a nation fo timorous and jealous ; whofe lan- 
guage is unintelligible to Europeans^ and all the European 
languages ftill more fo to them (for what the French fay 
of trading in their language is attefted by no other autho- ' 
rity). Every thing is tranfafted by figns and gefticulations, 
cr by placing a certain quantity of merchandize near the 
ivory or gold that is wanted in exchange.* In general the 
negroes are eagerly fond of prefents, however trifling, as if 
they looked upon thefe as pledges of efteem and af&ftion. 
A knife not worth fix pence, a copper ring, a glafs of ufque- 
baugh, or a bifcuit, are things which the richeft negro 
thinks worth hig toeptance, and on which he fets^th^ higheft 
value* However, as . their avarice feems to grow with the 
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liberality of the EurcpeanSf Smith recconnncnds gjmunrim 
in the manner of making thofe dajheest or pfdents. ^-Mk 
*^ a pernidous cuftom," iays that vrriter, *' which hid> its 
<' rife from the policy of the Dutci, who wanted ^;ddn| 
** the credit dE the Portugiujcy and eftabiifh their owa^ If 
'* thofe inft^ces of generofity, for which they h»eii&K 
'' fufiered, by the purchafe of cargoes bought at doubklfa^ 
^ '' Talue* Now every trade moft be begna by dafbees^ 1»4| 
'^ renewed not only by every (hip of a natioiiy but every A| 
'^ by the fame (hip, and by every individoal on board, t^ 
one firokfi oi Dutch pc^cy has ever iince been a 
tax on all other Europeans^ as well as cm themieh^ 
'' the prefcnts now amount to as much as formesly wodi 
<' purchafe a cargo." The lame cuftom prevails on tbe(2BJ| 
(kaft \ but with this difierence, that there pcefimts are I&a4| 
after a cargo is completed, and goes by the name «f 4{^MJKf 
dajfi : but on all the lower coafis, to the river GaaikjSki 
negroes muft have ihmdi^bet in advance: nor do they dW) 
come near a fhip, but that is the general cry among tbo^^ 
The ufual trade carried on here confifts of cotton dotiMi 
ndrartiJ^^n* &^^» ^^'^ flaves. Aca>rding to Fillault, ibcoeg^ 
manufaAuxe a. fort of ftroi^ jftuff, fhiped blue and w)riii: \ 
three quarters wide, and about four ells long. Thetp^B- 
well on the GMPoaft, and fur^Aziu purchaie thempff|i|F 
for this market. From the river Bidfox to the Eto d£$0f». 
da Cqfia the country produces great abundance of gooi>3t* 
ton, which the negroes of the interior coontries manob^ 
with great induftry. The cotton pieces made here an^Q&f.. 
tremely fine and beautiful in the colours, efpedaHy tbcciAil^. 
{Iripe, which, {ays Barbot, cannot be equalled even infnwi^ : 
The maritime negroes a£l as brokers to the inland neff(i^ : 
Jell their fluffs for them, and receive a certain fum per<M» 
by way of commii&on. Some of the& brokers told wi 
author, that, befides the trade carried on with the coafi, die 
inland negroes drive a very coniiderable commerce ^tb a 
white people that inhabit the Tery center of Africa, afld 
come hith^ for cotton cloths Mrith droves of mules or a^ 
with which they return loaded. They are defcribed as ac- 
coutred with fhort fwords-or fcymitars ; whence, it is pi«ba* 
ble, they are jao other than the Arabians of ZarOf on th^ 
banks of the A5;gyr. The jgjwjrwtf negroes maaufefture a iin^ 
of jdant, rcfembling hemp, into a ftrong cloth, to whfch thfif 
give beautiful colours, and fome pretty flowers and de£gfl^ 
that fpeak them no bad artifts in this way. They alfo taw 
a coafiderable u^de in fait with their inhmd nd^^boui^ t^ 
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^tt/bfoak they fdl it at a very extraordinary price, on account 
«€ die diliaoce and ezpence of carriage. 

^ Ax.1:. the oountrie^ behind ^uaqua Airnilh large ftore oiTheineri' 
^Hsphmf^ tieeth, the moft beaudfial ivory in the world. It ^bUquatt* 
S 'tooflandy bought up as foon as brou^t to the coaft, by ^'9 ^/ 
llbi^ SngHfifyDutchy French, and fome tunes hyikz Danes and'*^*^ . 
W&rtagalrfe : bnt, at Ac feme time that the commerce of thls-^"*^ '• 
QcMAtiy is fite to ail nations,^ the Engli^ and Dutci enjoy *<H*^«** 
tfiegrdaM: part of it, and the emnlation between tfaefe has 
oecalioned the negroes to raife the price of their commofli- 
As», Mtliont refledtog how they diminifli die quantity of 
Ae exports by diis, and the alteration of fafiiions m Europe. 
fii (bch 4tt3flddes ^d this country afford ivory, that, in Bar- 
iht^sdsBfSy it was no uncommon diing to fee a hundred quin* " 
tik fold in a day ; and the negroes report, that the inlands, 
mfytehdiy the mountains, are to ftocked with elephants, that 
tile nadves are forced for fecurity to bury themlelves among 
Mdos and caverns at night. ' They fall up(fn ^rery poffible 
iocmtdmnce to defend their plantations againf): the ravages of 
di^-fiigadoas monfters, and frequently lay traps for them, in 
yA&dti they catch a great many : but, if we may credit the 
relattods of the negroer, and indeed the moft probable ac- 
iMmti, the great plenty of ivory is owing to the elephant's 
cai^ng his teeth every diird year. This is Des Marchais's 
mtcaant, and Burbot and VUiauh confirm it by fimilar tefti^ 
monies. They add, thar, notwithftanding the perpetual 
WIF- waged againft them by the negroes, the elephants arefe 
muttefons, that the natives are forced to dig their habitations 
a fjffeoit way under ground. However, of late years, their 
nsnaber has been greatly diminifiied, by a diftemper that crept 
among them, and made terrible havock, as well as by the 
»Qftantettdea;?ours of the negroes to extirpate them, though 
theYoundation of thek commerce. 

V1LI-AVI.T, after wondering how the negroes come hyOfgM* 
fiidi quantities of pure gold as the women wear for orna* 
ment, thinks honfetf at liberty to conclude, that thecountry 
certainly contains mines that fumifti virgin native gold : for 
he (uppofes the infa^itants incapable of bringing it to that 
degree of finene(s by fil'e. He fays, that, upon repeatedly 
qneftioning them where they procured the precious metal, 
they always caft their eyes towards the mountains ; and the 
natural inference in that osS^ was, tb^ they dug it thetn^ 
ielves out of thofe mountains. 

Tns. European commodities, which the negroes accept moil 
reiulily in exchange for their own, are of much the fame 
nature as in other parts of Cuiney ; with this difference, that 
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here the bracelets and rings for the legs, whether of c<^pa 
or iron, muft be of an intolerable weight. Barhot adffifes, that 
(ball (hips be only fent on this trade, the nutnbecof places to be 
called at rendering the heaving large anchors cJOremdy tefi. 
on s and troublefome ; befides, the negroes conje daore ir 
on board, ^vhen they fee no gresit preparatfons, ^^ noi 
of cannon counted, and decks crowded. vdtb feUoris. 

* - • - then the utmoft caution is neqeflary agwnft treachecjr, .aod 
^bove a certain number of negroes, to be admitted •QR:board. 
.% time* The fufferings; of ihs, Portuguefo fornifli '£xam 
\of the neceffity of keeping $ ftrift watch. To i^pndnde. 
ftiort account of the Ivory Coaft^ we will obfibrye* that 
.though it i^ .divided into a variety of petty flittesr an)d 
.4om$, yet they have fcarce any feparatc interefts.; for m^ 
th^mfeivcs war happens feldom, and, <pf confequence, tte 
fl^ve trade here bears but a finall proportion to IhattiaSefc 
on the Coi/ and 5/az;^ Oj^x. x.^' 

Pi/eafts Au THORs have obferved, that the Exom^haJm JStrm ^. 

•fthe ffilicaliSf or preternatural tumor of the abdomeQ at theiii« 

n^tivff. from a rupture is a diforder extremely common im ite 
^Jvory Coqft ; but how to account for its frequency WB ait «t 
a lofs. All other deformities^ of the body are as raze ai tijs 
is common; aqd out of an infinity of ncgroea-which.Atfifaf 
-had conyerfed with, he never faw but. two whii4uid -tty 
reafon to complain that nature was unkind ; .one.ofwiom 
fquinted, and the other was born without a nofej * Thefc we 
-all the particulars w? have been able to cull out of authon 
concerning the Ivory Coqft, If the r^der fhoHld.find ttol 
lefsfuUaad entertaimog than:he might ^xpefti> he willjtwv^ 
bote it to the little acquaintance which Euro^avs bzv^^' 
thefe negroes, with whom they piUy converfe on ho^dMfi$' 
feldom or ever going on flxorcj but to wood and water, ot 
never venturing upon any kind of land tour ». They hafQ 

' ; , from two or three accidents, concaved f^ich prgudfes 

^gainft the natives, that, tiir thefe are, removed, wecan.ncvd^ 
<5xpeft ^ny> diftinft relation of the produce of the coufltiy, 
civil or' political laws, Kjanners, religion, ror cuftoms of tte 
People* . ,• . .,• '.:■-- • ' 



* Vidie Auft. citat. in locis cita^is- :♦ ^ 
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SECT. VII. 

CmtMimmg the Gebgripiy ef the Grain ^ Malaguetca 

'. ^ ^ Ol^ ; ^ Defcription of its Towns ^ Climate , natural 

Prfi^cf^ and Trade j of the Manners of the Natives^ 

ibdr Language^ Religion^ and Government ; together 

\ with a Defcription of the Country round the River 

■x Seftos, of its Inhabitants^ &c. 
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jr,:A UTHORS aris greatly divided both about the mmto/tig 
jfn^ and the limits of this coaft. Lemery and Pr^qft are of name and 
i^Hilpnt that, the French term for Guiney pepper is derived geography 
^C^ MeUga^ a town of Africa : but how or in what man- ^f f^e 
riier this i^CHBIQodity was imported into France they do not^^^^ 
:}»6x^Lii$; fo that no inference can be fairly drawn from^®*^* 
. thw aflertion, admitting it to be uue *. Fil/ault, Barbot^ 
- Smtiit and DesMarchaiSy think, with more reafon, that the 
J^uropuins gave this coaft its appellation, from obferving, that 
.'.it;)>rodDced this fpecies of pepper in greater abundance than 
'.^y .other part of Guiney ; and we think it no weak proof of 
iheir ccnijefture, that the names of all the other coafts were 
; Impofed from the chief commodities they afford. Xhe Slave 
€mfi^ for inftance, is fo called from its furnifhing a greater 
^mnber of flaycs than any other country ; the Gold Coaft, 
from \he abundance of that metal found here ; and the Ivory 
€q^j froip the prodigions cargoes of elephant's teeth bought 
up every year by the jff«/-^/^^;2x. It is true, that all thefe 
diyifions produce much the fame commodities ; but as fonie 
particular fpecies of merchandize was the ftaple or prevailing 
Itraffick of the country, fo from thence it took its name, and 
1$ charafterifed. But, waving all fuch ufelefs and dry dif- 
quifitions, we proceed to lay down its extent and g<po- 
graphy. 

. Strictly fpeaking, the Grain Coaft is contained be- 
tween the Rio Seftos and Greva^ a village two or three 
Bttiks weft of Cape Palmas, extfeading for a fpace of fifty- 
five miles along the fhore, Villault fays, that it begins at 
the river Sanguin^ and ftretches to Cape Palmasy which 

» Prbv«st, t. V. 1. jx, C. 2, ^ 
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enlarges its limits to about fixty miles. Within ^ofe froir { 
• tier§ arc the towns and villages of Seftos or S^firo, weft of ! 
the river Sanguin, Boftowa or Battaway, Smo, Sefiro Krm < 
or KrOf Wa^Oy Baeby Great Seftro^ Little Se/irQ, O^ava^ 
Carraway. and Grova^ which < laft belongs properly ^ liic ■; 
Ivory Coqfif With ^ &>imber of inierttifediale tovHis aad «^ | 
iage«y whoie names ar^mot meDtioood by voyagers t>. Asj 
we do not find all thefd places defcribed by any authc^, the 
reader nmft reft iotisfied with the imperfie^ ^cct^iifits Aqf 

liitde a^rdt Little S^os flands aboat foyr leagues aift ol.tbe 

8^08. river of that name, a fpace that is occupied by a ridge (f 
rocky nrotrntalns, or> rather one lodg extended Hei^f. the 
negroes of this place fifh and trade, free of alljcuftoias totbcir 
princes and governors, which is all that is known of tfadr 

Sj^gnin, hiftory. About three leagues farther eaft is the villape Sesr 
ipdn^ at the mouth of a river of that name, that dl&h^|e9 1 
itfeif in the iea fouth-fouth-eaft, and ^jpiabfo <9f bding Mr \ 
gated for twelve miles up by fimall vdl^> dotf^tUteldiig \ 
the Chanel is narrow, dnd bordered by lofty (Srees, chat ^i ; 
(hade all over the water. This town contains abool tohli« 
dred houfes ; and formerly the Engli/b had a fettlesieni lici% 
which the bad difpofition of tl^c natives forced them to refti* 
quifti. The king of this diftrift is fubjcft to ^he fdVer6|^ 
Sejlos. He is ufually drefled in t blue robe, after the Mi»# 
iafhion, and takes great pteaTure in vifiVmg the Em^ 
ihipping in the read. Formerly the Pf^rtuguefe and MU* 
drove a great trade here ; but the prodigious ciffbrs of v^lik 
merchants at length fo raifcd the price of pep^r and ivdr|) 
that the market funk, and is now in a very decliiiihg oowB* 
tion. Upon emergencies this is a convenient port fo ^«^ 
and water at, and alfo to take in provisions, which arera** \ 
pjenty than good of the kind. About a mile eaftward ftalA 

Jaffa. Baffa^ or Bofo^ a neat village, where abundance of iiwy** 
kept in r^dinds for the firft (hipping that call ; nor is it (b* | 
ficient in pepper. It is ealily diftingulfti^d by a long M^ \ 
pointy fufTpundtpd with rocks, that projeft into the fea. The , 
langiia^e they fpeak is a corrupted Porfuguefe^ <3fr rather 4 . 
mixed language;, or kind of Lingua F^nca." Next ftaa* , 
S^tuna^ two miles from Baffa to the eaflward, a village that i 

Ijfattaway. trAdes largely in pepper and ivory. A inile faFthcr &««• 
ivay prefents itfelf, and is eafily known at fea, bjf t^o teg^ 
rocks, that ftand two miles from fhore to tj^e XveftWard* ^ 
^fo by fome high mountains behind the towd. Thfe is ^ 

•> Barbot, p. 122. Cgilby, p. 380. Dis March. t.i. 

p. 43, VlLt AULT, p. 72j 



«f thM beft btiilt pkca^oQ the coaft ; popukms aad rich; bat 
tlie native^ lanckaddiAed to thieviog^ It trades exteoiiTely 
ia the abo^ coitiiiioditics ; but is greatly exceeded by Sina^ Sioo.^ 
a t0wn foot iBules to the eaft. This latter place is richly 
Aedfied with pepp^j^ wUch the negroes greedily exch^uige 
for plates of cc^per^^ bars of iroo, perpetuanas, and fome 
0ther Ettrppfon c^mpaodlties. They readily come on board 
9^7 fiupping they di^sover in the ndad ; but, like their neigh«* 
l^^irs at Sattaw^p are fuch escperi tlneTes as to require a 
Sbn£t eye over them. Six miles eaft from Sim fbmds Sefirs Sefird 
£rau, a pleafaiit, large town» plainly diAinguiOied at fea^^^ 
b; a high cape» formed by three black hills, the weft fides of 
^iriiich are covered with wood. U^afpo, fituated upon a finall Wappo* 
rlver^ ftands five miles from Safiir Kr6u. Here as weUas 
at S^rt Krwk the elephants teeth are large and white, and 
pq>per in the greateft plenty and peifeAion. Between Wapptk 
a^ Cre^t S^re^ ftand two large villages, called Drova 
Dru and N^ ; '^<h produdng fuch qUantiti^ of pepper^ 
that, for a bar of iron, Barhot purchased three hundred 
pQioade weight. The natives of thefe villages, and all the 
qoofitry round Wa^pOy are faore civilized^ gentle, taiA traft-* 
Aleta thdr difpofition, than any othars on thid coaft; but 
eauresiely covef Otis of i£^^/, or prefents^ before they enter 
upon the moft trifling; bargains. Their language is almoA 
iinisteUi^ble to their neareft n^gfabonr^ ; bnt feetns more 
^dculate and ioft than moft of the others. From JV(i^ to 
S^i^tro PariSf or Great Sffire^ On the river Efiravosy the 
coaft runs ftrait fonth.-and-fonth-e^k This large, handfome^ 
and populous town, ftands clofe upon the river, which is 
vlboxit a qnartear of a mile broad tx, the town^ but narrower 
ffH the entrance, where it is divided by two iflands^ fome fajr 
Qoe, whkh lenders the navigsiition tfonblefome, and only 
prafUcable to (mailveiflUs. The tovm received the name c^ 
S^ro. Paris frbm the Dieters, who bad a faftoiry here; be- 
imfe it was the laigeft and foeft inhabited , town within the 
frontiers of th« Gmn Gcaji (A). The houfes are bttik after pftlg 
a^ilBferent mod^l from thofe of tiie other towns; for htsr& buikHngs} 
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(A) From the name, as well cuiloms of the Aegtt)ei plainly 

aa maay odier vel^es to bfe confikm k$ aad to diis day, 

met wkb tnthe place^ J>$s JAor- fays )ie> tkey preierve their af* 

ch^ GOiiclttdes> that no doabt fecUpn for their old friendt, 
can arife of ^e Pr^Mck having . notwithftanding the Diefpers 

been the firft tureftans who firit fettled here in the y^ar 

tb^c)ie4 hcr^* Many of the 1336(1]. 

<?) W i. p, 149. 

they 
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diey raife them, either fquare or round, four feet from th6 
ground, afcending by a flight of fteps to the door* At thk 
height (lands the firft ftory, which is referved as a ^uef 
apartment to eat, drink, or fleep in. It is lined with mats, 
made of the bark of trees, and in the middle is a chimney, 
where, "in cold weather, they burn charcoal, and drefe the 
viAuats of the family ; befides which it ferres the ikniier 
purpofe of drying their rice and Indian corn fit to grifid. 
The fecond ftory, that runs up in a pyramidical form, is atxi 
as a ftore or lumber room, and is generally thirty feet higk; 
which gives the town a very beautiful look, hundreds <i 
fpires raifing themfelves into the (kies within fo fmall a'dif- 
tance of each other. Such are the conveniencies c^ private 
families : befides which^ the town has a palaaver room, ^ 
council-chamber, where the chief men fit to deliberate on 
public affairs. This h a large apartment, raiCed high bm 
the ground, and in the middle a kind of ftage or ordieJba 
ereAed, where thofe fages debate the aflairs of fociety. Ifeee 
the king and meaneft (lave drink and fmoke without &- 
tindlion of perfons, as foon as bufinefs is ended ; for wnii 
that the fovereign lays afide all the badges of majeftyt and 
reduces himfelf to a private Aatian. H^e likewife it is nftial 
to aiTort and value merchandize; and this, indeed, cosM- 
tutes the chief part of the national bufinefs. 

Th e laft place we meet with on the Grain Coqft is Gma; 
though, ftriftly fpeaking, it belongs to the I-uory Coqft^ -i 
we reckon the eaftern frontier of the Grain Coaft from Cal^ 
Pahnas^ fo called from the great number of thofe trees widi 
which it is covered. 
Of the To give the reader the befl: idea of this divifion whidi 

climate, our fcanty materials will admit of, we (hall obferve, that the 
continual exhalations raifed by the action of the fun fron 
the rivers and fea-coaft, are fuppofed to occafion certain in- 
flammatory diforders, and malignant putrid fevers, almoft 
^ always fatal to Europeans, This noxious difpofition of the 
air prevails in a very high degree 2XCaipePalnuiSy and isfen- 
fibly felt at the diftance of feveral miles from (hore ; an into- 
lerable (link blowing off the land in the evening, when the 
north-eaft winds fet in* 
Of the The produAions of the earth are peafe, beans,^ gourds, 

naturjd lemons, oranges, bananas, and a kind of nut with an cxcced- 
froduce. jng thick (hell, a moft delicious fruit, for which neither the 
natives or Europeans have a name. The palm wine and 
dates of this country are in the greateft perfeftionof, perhaps, 
any part of the globe. Cows, hogs*, (heep, and g^ats, arc 
*lfo in great plenty ; but what conftitutei the chief wealth of 
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liAdtAinCoafty is tHe abundance of Quiney pepper It pro- 
duces ; Vi^hich draws a great trade, not only with all the 
indgbbouring interior nations, but with the Europeans alfo, 
•Aroor^mg to BarBot, it is called by the negroes of Se/ios by 
*the name of waizinzagy and by thofeof Cape P almas y ema» 
negketa: The plant on which this elegant produftioil grows 
4ifiers ih fize, according to the nature of the foil and other 
drcumftandes : in general it (hoots out to the height of a 
4htuh, attaching itielf, lUce ivy, to feme rieiglibouring tree. 
Wliiaf gl"OWs upon the plant thus fupported is of a finer fla- 
volir, more puifgent and hot in the tafte, than what grows 
wild in the fields, and fpreads to a great extent. The leaf 
is twkeas long as broad, pointed, foft, and of a delicate 
fmeUin the rainy feafon, foon after which it fades and lofes all 
its beauty and flavour. Bruifed between the fingers, the leaf 
«!id buds have an agreeabie aromatic flavour, like that of a 
clove." Under the ieayes, and indeeii along the ftalk, are 
ite^I- fl'laments, by which it joins itfelf'to the neareft tree ; 
btttlts'flower cannot be defcribed, as it buds in thofe feafons 
;^Werf no commerce is carried on with the coaft : however, it 
Iscertain that it does flower, the fruit fucceeding in the form 
rf angular figs, of variousfizes, according to the quality of air 
Mdfoil. " It is covered' by a rind, which the negroes believe 
to be polfonous, and is* no other than, a thin film, that fooii 
dries and cruitibles: ' Such is the defcription of this fruit 
given by Des Marrhais, which differs in nothing material 
fromt\^hat is related hfBhrbot. At Rio Sejios the fruit i§ 
lar^,. and the plant fo tall, fpreading, and thick, that at 
the firft View it refimbles a wood, 

■ BosMAK affirms,- tha't,'befides the GtiinBy pepper, this coun-^cy th^ 
try -produces another fpccies of fruit, extremely like carda- trade. 
ttioms both in tafte and -figure, and, in efFeft, the fame in ^ 

quality I adding, that in the inteiior,cbuntries there is found' 
a' fpetles of pepper diflfering in nothing from that of the fpice 
iiknds and' Moluafai. This is the pimento, of which we 
have already' fpoken : fufficient it is that we add fome parti- 
cularis regarding its abundance and^ chedpnefs here. The 
Dutck puTchzfe it in great quantities ; probably to present 
its interfering with their Eaji India trade, in confequence of 
an 'agreement between the Eaft and Weft India companies :' 
they freight whole ftiips with it ; iind we have been Credibly 
infofttied, that a fleet of five or fix fail have left the coaft,^ 
with littte or none other merchandize on board. At prefent,* 
howetdt, this trade is greatly on the decline, their Mohiccd 
fpices bl6ing fo well isftabliflied, as to their credit, that fuch 
tqriific^ are thought uniieceflary. Their example ha^ been 

fol- 
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fpUo^ued by other natioas ; though we are told ifae Ei^^ 
{lill preferve fome part of their former fpke trade^ Htm 
the chief commerce of the Grain Coqfi coaMs ia vwtj mi 
flaves. Marmol relates, that before the arriyal of ^ P«f • 
fugueft onihe coaft of Africa^ the merchants of Avi«iy 
u fed to traverfe the continent, and trade largely vMx the 
Grain Coaft ^ in Gmney pepper ; exporting it ag^ to &e^ 
and all the fouthern parts c^ Europe ^. 
Of the The natives of this divifion are guilty ol no eacefles]f 

manners eating or drinking, or bdeed of intempmooe ia any ktad 
ofthtnM' of luxury. They admit the &^(^miu into aU fiwnflfemiiff 
^ti* with their women ; and even invite them tolove bampiets^di 
their own wives and daughters ; nay fome of them piP^Htaifc 
their wives to their own children ; and when reproached k^ 
the Europeans for fiich a trefpafs upon decency, and the kw 
of nature, they fmile and call It a trifle. . Ojns qualii^ ibf 
have in common with all negroes, which is a propenfiiy t» 
fteal whatever th^y come near, efpecially from ifarangers aai 
foreigners', though they never <»iiit the opportuaky nvjiooM 
the perfon be. Sons will fteal from thdr Others, and ti»f: 
again purloin from thdr children ; even the things they fluf 
have for afldng or commandmg, they chufe to podSei& thop* 
jfelves of by dint of genUis and addre&. If they are receM 
on board of a fhip, nothii^ comes amifi $. they Aeal the toil v 
of old rufly nails, rather than go away empty handed f)i0t 
are they clamorous for preients or dafbeis^ 
Ofthi The langu^e of this people is fo diiBcuit and peculiar ia 

language, the idiom, that it is not only.utterly aniatelligM^le to EuroptmSf 
^ but to the neareft neighbouring, nations, none of vAxm ire 
' able to zQt as interpreter^* Ail trade is carried osi by figns and 
tokens, not thf: moA decent ; the Europeans are forced to laate 
love to the negro women by tokens, which, with the affirm 
• of a lively imagination, they foon make (bift to co]pprd;tefld4 

In general they are well fhaped, and handfome in their perr 
fon9 and features. The common drefs is 2Lpaan, or uiiAapfld 
piece of doth round the waift. . They are extremely fiil^ 
to fcrotal hernias and ruptures, but for what reafixi OHUiat 
fo eafily be determined,* without a more thorough acquaiot* 
since with theu: manners ; and Barbot has leen them of fo 
extraordinary a kind,^ that \ht fcrotum hung down as low at 
tiie knees. "When any of them chances to travel out of his 
own little diftridl, afid is met by a ftranger, thqr mulBallf 
Embrace, preiling each others ihoulders clo&ly, aad fff^ 
i^ouncing the! word t<ywa. Then^ey b^in and rub each 
Qlhets arms up to the elbow, ftUl repeating t^ruuti after 

which 



iftSA they ttpjij to each odicrs fingers, which they crack, 
aiMl &m(h their extraorcKnary falutation, viith crying out^;i- 
finemate^ crfanematit!' that is, my dear friend, how do you ? 
TftKT have fomc excellent mechanics among them ; per* 
deoiafly finiths, who pcrfeftly tinderftand the artV temper- 
ing Oeei and other metals, and making arms, and all iteel 
ioftniiDents, to the higheft |u:oof ; nor are they deficient ia 
ihipwrights, who bnild their ^noes of different iize$, upon 
ceitaift regular principles. Experience has taught them 
tiimf ufefrii improvements in htrfl)andry, particulary in re- 
jlpeft to die means of cultivating rice, millet, and Guiney 
pepper; the chief inftruments of their fubliftence and trade. Of their 
liar Taba^ Tata Jeyk, or as odiers call him, Tabo fell, or. go^vn-n' 
king; exerts an arbitrary power and defpotic authority over mtnij^^ 
hkfabjeAs, and never appears abroad, but with the utmoft /^^^ 
pomp and magnificence. His people raife his power by^ 
certain imfdich Sentiments of a natural fubmlffion, and that 
a^e, with which they would regard a fupcrior Being. 
Thdf ignorance attaches them to paganifni; but natural 
reafim tfiftates a iuture ftate, as appears by the ceremonies 
perfixmed tx> the fouls of the deceafed, which they pray 
tteymay meet happy in another world. They welcome the 
navmoon wrfi fongs, dancing, and diverfions,<rf every kind ; 
and dieir fuperititious regard for forcerers is extreme. 

A% the country round the river Seftos has been more accurate- Of the 
ly examined by Europeans than the Grcdn Coqft^ we fliall ex traft counkf 
whatever we can find in authors deferving notice. Phillips bj^gfj^^^ 
feemsto have taken great pains in founding the depths of alL^y^*^*" 
the dificreht bays, creeks, and branches, towards the mouth ^ 
of^die Tiver, and as far up as (hipping of any burthen can 
enter ;• concluding with Des Marchaisy that the anchorage 
is every where good and fecure, but that the fea is rough, and 
thecurrcnts Ih^ong towards, the fouth-eafl; and north-weft of • 

diednnd. It is befides blocked up by blind rocks, covered 
with fix feet of water, and two that raife their tops in fight, 
whidi is the principal reafon why this na^gation is dangerous 
to Supping, but fafe enough to fmall craft and light vefTels. 
The true chanel is between that rock, (landing in the mid-, 
<Hc of the largeft eaftcrn branch ; here the breadth is half a 
cable over, and the depth 37 fathoms, beyond which the 
river is broad and beautiful, where (hips, of an hundred tons 
fflay anchor fecureiy ; within a cannon fhot are fome fpriugs 
cF (excellent frefh water, from which the women of the 
country fupply Ihips with any quantity, while their hufbands^ 
are hevrtng down wood for the fame purpofe. The river 
l»s its fource high up the gouatrf; but whence is no? 

afcertained; 



afcertalned ; however,, fome voyagers affirm^ that l^rks and 
fmall craft can penetrate ^bove twentj five miles ; after 
'which it. is filled with rocks and fiats, .which render it m^ 
pafiable^ only by canoes. All its banks are adorned^ with 
fine trees, richly pbnted with villages, and re&eihed widi 
cooling ftreams of freJh water, that tumble down from tibe 
higher grounds and fall into the river. All the country oq 
both fides. is fertile, wild fowl are abundant, . and rice and 
millet the common fuilenance of the inhabitants ; thele,. to- 
gether with ivory and Guiney pepper, form the ftaple com- 
modities of trade. But with all the wealth of this beautiful 
country, the climate is extremely unhealthy tp fi:raQgmi 
and ufually fubjefls them to dangerous and long difeaies, 
many of their acute fevers terminating in fome chronical dif- 
temper. Here is found a beautiful kind of flint cm- pebbly 
more tranfparent than agate, hard as a diamond, and a]inoft 
equal in lufire when well cut. At the dlfiance of an huadred 
paces from the mouth of the. river, (lands a. negro town, 
cbnfifting of above an hundred houfes, neat, wcU built, aad 
commodious ; which may be feen at fea three miles from lanS. 
Des Marchais defcribes two other towns, a little above^ of 
almoft equal dimenfions, and feparated by a pond of fine 
clear frefti water. The firft of thefc fl:gnds on a peninfnl^ 
th^t helps to form the bay towards the entrance of theriwr, 
and is the principal feat of commerce. 

Barbot, who vifited the king of this country, in thereat 
1687, defcribes the feat where the monarch refided, as a 
little town of thirty or fi)rty houfes on the banks of a pleafaflt ! 
rivulet, built with mud, and furrounded by an earthea ram- 
part. Every houfe is at leaft onp ftory above thegrowid 
floor, fome three, and all of them whitened with a lioe 
made from calcined fliells. Their floors are made with ' 
rough beams, or branches of palm, laid.clofe to. each other, \ 
which renders it difficult to walk acrofs the chamber without 
ftumbling; and the roof compofed of the fame materials, 
cbvered over with banana and palm leaves. In the council 
chamber, Barbot was furprized to fee cut out in baflb relievo 
the figure of a woman, holding an infant in her arms, about 
three feet in length. On each fide of the block of wood 
were cut out little platters to hold meat and drink for the 
Fetiche ; for fuch it appeared to be. In this chamber, and 
before this idol, it was. that the, negroes performed all 
baths, binding them to the execution of any contra<fl or 
promife. 

This princess name was Bafaiv, or Petery a man of «fl 
agreeable afpefl-, foft difpofition, but of a weak judgment, 

' ' ' " - bordering 
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hotdmti% upon folly. Of this I had fufHcienc experience, 
fa}% our author, during my refideoice, as he never parted an ' 
hour from me during my flay here. He adds, that the town 
h}i% hardly any other inhabitants befides the women, chil- 
dren, court and ilayes of the king. He had thirty women^ 
wives and concubines, but the author had only feen fix, one 
of which was beautiful to an extreme, though advanced in 
years. Her arms, legs, and other parts of the body, were 
marked with the figures of birds and beafls, feared on the 
fldn with a hot iron, and at a little difknce appearing to be in 
bas-relief; an ornament that is reckoned flrikingly beautiful 
h this country* The king and all his children wear a cap 
made of the twigs of olier, the only badge which dif- 
tinguiflies them from their fixbjefts ; for in other refpefts, 
the diildren labour in the fame vocations and employments 
n the meanefl negro. When Burbot at any time made a 
trip of pleafure on the water, he was always attended by 
feme of thofe young princes, who performed the office of 
Watermen, and rowed the canoe. Both Barbot and Des 
Marcbais remark, that although bis pow'er was abfolute, 
capital punifliments were rare, as the king found it more his 
intsrefl to fell the criminals as flaves ; and indeed this was 
partly owing to the clemency of his nature, and the good dlf- 
jpoiltion of his fubjefts, who were feldom guilty of crimes of 
fo heinous a nature, but conflantly employed in the domeflic 
cares of their families, or in trade and fifhing. 

It is t)ie obfervation of the lafl mentioned writer, that Of the 
the negroes of Seflos, are the mofl obliging and civil that httnannersof 
had ever met with ; a glafs of bi^andy being a fufficient induce- ^f' *^* 
mcnt or reward for the mofl important fervices ; but whether '''^^'* 
Ve are to afcribe their civility to their love of brandy, or their 
neural difpofition, is what can only be determined by trying 
what good offices they will do for a flranger, without any 
reward or expeflation. They are rather of a tail ftature. 
Well made, robufl, and of a martial air ; their courage cor- 
refponding with their afpeft, as appears by their frequent 
incurfions into. neighbouring inland countries, in queft of 
.flaves. Very few merchants, or rather faftors, refide here, 
for the perpetual flate of hoftility in which they live with 
their neighbours breaks off all commercial intercourfe, and 
tenders gold but little known ih Sejlos, 

The fole employment of many of the negroes of this 
country is fiftiing, and every morning prefents large fleets 
of canoes ranged along the fhore, lipon this bufinefs. Their 
common method of fi(hing is by a hand line and hook, which 
,thcy feldom draw empty out of the wa^er^ 

Whilb 



Whilb Sttoeck ftaid in the conntiy, he heafd no ineiitfc$i 
nor faw.aay appearances of iKrar, except ^th a neighbomiw 
nation that had entered the country and burnt fome ^U^^ 
This occafion was, ho^^evcr, fitfficientto confirm Ac rda- 
tions of forjner authors concerning thdr wariike difp^fiiiQii'« 
for they attacked and drove the enemy, though fnperior fe 
number, before them, flew a great many, and made a ixitil- 
titude of prifoners ; whidi they fold to Smeck and other 
European merchants. . 

Des Makchais relates, that the natrsres of Se^os never 
ijrear any covering on th^ir head, or hardly on any part qf 
their bodies,* in the moft fcorching feafons of the year, and 
heavieft rains. In this particular, they furpafs aH the nacioos 
of Gumey ; neither men nor women wearing ^ny more than a 
fmall rag before to cover their nakednefs. Nor is their diet 
lefs fjmple than their drefs, their chief nouriftiment be|K 
from vegetables, notwithflanding they bteed great quan^ 
ties of cattle and fowls, in order to fijpply the Ihippmg that 
touch on the coaft. He adds, that from the French they 
. borrowed the cuftom of taking Chriftian appellatives, fuch as 
Johrif Thomas^ Paul, James, ire. though it is reftrained t|>' 
their captains and leaders, being given to them as a dB« 
fiinguihing name. If an European has engaged their afiec- 
tions either by his virtues or vices, they requeft leaioe ts 
beftow his name on their children, and granting thdr ped-, 
tion is efleemed the higheft favour; and for a century 
together thofe names hare bten found hereditary in their 
families, defcending regularly from father to fon. Thdr *! 
method of fainting differs but little from that which, we have \ 
mentioned, is pra(lifed among the furrounding nations, and 
Ofmat'^ other people of the Grain Ccqft. They have but few ceremo**!* 
fiages, nies previous to marriage ; indeed, the only material one b j 
a fum paid to the parents, after which the lover may cany ' 
off his miftrefs when he pleafes : he drinks a few bottles df ' 
fpirits with the relations, and then condufts the bride to his ■' 
hut, where fhe is received by other women, who prepare 
every thing for celebrating a wedding. The nijght fhe j^fies 
with her hufband ; after which all diflindion ceafes, and fbA 
goes to labour with the reft of the women, receiving the 
honour of her hufband's embraces in her turn, or at his plea** 
fore. Such wives as bring their hufbands the firft child, and 
confer upon them the honourable title of father, have pecnliar 
privileges ever after ; they are the favourites oif their fpou£^ 
and the^hief perfons in the family, which is intirdy direAed 
by them ; yet in the end this felicity cofts them dear, for 
they are buried alive with them, if they happen to die firft. - 
I The 
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The^captam or chief of a iSllage, dyiiig cither a n2itVLT2lO//uMerMt 

death, or of the confequcnccs of a debauch in drinking ftfong ol/efui^s^ 

fpirits, immediately his -i^ivesfet up lotid lamfciitations; thstt 

Warn the whole ndghbourhodd of the event ; upon \^liich alU 

the other "w^omen in the (>lace flock to the hdufe x6 mingle their 

howlings with thofe furies. Thfc fivoutite dillinguimes hcr- 

fclf by the violence bf her plaints, which are perhaps the 

oaiy fincere exprefSons among the whole, as fhe aione hal 

caufe. The parents of the deceded come ahd condole witlx 

the widow, and bid her the laft faj-ewelj tht marbuts dL- 

amine the body, and declare ir fully and naturally dead ; 

then after^wafhing, they anoint it, aflifted by other pnefts; 

^th a kind of fat greafe, from the head to the feet; 

in ^hich condition it is placed on a n>at ia the middle of the 

hoaf^. All the women take their feats round the corpfe, anS 

the favourite places herfelf with a good grace at the head, a^' 

the poft df honour; the flranget females making another 

circle round the former. They endeavour to rival each other 

in the violence of the hoarienefs or fhrilhefs of their crids, ai}d 

the mad fury with which they teair thfcir htXt. Allbf a fed- 

deo, a paufe of filence interrupts this difmal hoife, and«the 

lirtnes and the noble actions* of the deceafed are recited by 

one of them, by way of interlude ; after which they refumd 

thdr cries with redoubled vehemence. After this infernal 

iiittfic has condnued for the fpace of two hours, a couple of 

flout negroes, without fpeaking a word, enter the chamber; 

and la^ng the body upon a litter compofed of the branch^ 

cf trees, they carry it away on their ihoulders, runmng thr6' the 

town, and counterfeiting defpair and drunkennef^, ifjiiH gef* 

tor^ fo highly ridiculous, as cannot be equally bttt by the 

^omen from whbm they have taketi the corpfd This ab- 

fcid circuit being performed in the fpace rf ain htmr^ 

the body is taken down from the litter, aiid laid upob the 

grouoid where it is to be depofited, wKea the cries of the 

Women again begin. . 

While this howling employs the comj)any prefeftt, the 
vuLfbut is bufied in digging k graveJarge enough for die two, 
bodies. He kills a goat, fprinkles the grave with the blood, 
imd makes an elegant repaft of the entrails, part bf ^hich he 

E'ves to the favourite widow, now to become a facrifice ta 
Y huiband's affections. At length, when the marbui thinks 
k time to clofe the ceremony, he takes her by both arms, 
and delivers her to two negroes, who lay hold of her in a 
ttide difrefpeAful manner, and tie her hands behind. Ia 
this fituarion they throw her on her back, lay a plank alo&g 
her breaft, upon which they mOuotone behind another, awl 
Mw.yiST.Vot. XVII. Q^ cruto 
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crufti her almoft to death; after this s they th 
alive into the fame grave with her hulband, and 
fill it up with earth and ftones^ all the fpeft; 
rather in a fiupid admiration, at the fpeftacle, ths0^j 
that horror which might naturally be fuppofed ^o 
in the human breail. During the whole of thi$ 
tranfaflion, a profound illence teigns through . 
afTembly ; and as foon as it is concluded, every oi 
with the fame tranquility as if nothing extraordi]£% had 
hajppened-. . . ,* 

0/ their . Travbllers inform usy that though there are Iqpgoiou) 
arttfij, workmen in iron and metals in every part of the Gf^ Codfi 
yet that at jSe/los they are peculiarly expert, hansg firft 
learnt the art from the French, and fmce greatly ii^proved 
it; infomuch that in tempering fteel they greatly Gf^edas} 
Eurapean nation. ^^ . 

The Portuguefe were the firft who difpoflefred tli J%"«irf of 

their trade here, as well as in other parts of Gtuney >{lf thqr 

really ever had the trade which their hiftorians af^}. Fctf 

a number of years they exercifed a defpotic autbcKf ty OTor 

the'poor natives ; but the great advantages they havSderifcd 

from this commerce, having excited the emulatt(^ of dia 

Englifb and Dutch m 1664, their power began todvc waj 

to the more warlike and commercial fpirit of th^ rivals.- 

Of the They loft gradually all their fettlementSi and being,fifced to 

Porta- retire into the interior countries, they refolvcd, «s]lhe laft 

guefe/«i^- efiort, to unite themfelves with the natives by i^riage*,. 

lattoes. whence fprung that mixed progeny of mulattoes, ^re ou* 

merous here than in any part oiGtihiey. From policy,' ind per*' 

haps from natural national afFeftion, the Portngu^tnrr^ 

them with the care of the fmall remnant of trade ^Ita.^"^ 

have, gip them the appellation of phidalgos or g^emoU 

reconcile them to the church of Chrift, nay even adiBit tbeB&j 

into holy orders^ and render, them ufeful in prqifSgatiDg 

Chriftianity and the gofpeh ^-^-I ^ 

J These African Portuguefe have -cftabli/hed an llgcnlive 

power in many parts of Africa ; their complexio^jnd al- 

Ii«iilces gaining them every where the liberty of colj|BierocJ 

l^hey have penetrated into the interi'or countries, nqrfl||oftW 

kingdoms of Cago^ Benin, Madingo, and the remotfli parts 

of Ethiopia,^ fuperior and inferior^ Thofe fettled « th 

banks of the rivers Sierra Leona, Seflas, and SangsA car* 

^ ry on a trade with the rivers Gambia^ Kafamanfa^ A ^^^ 

DoniingOy and Rio Grande. It is certain, that the mA'i^^* 

vantages thofe mulattoes enjoy, and efpecially thiiM^dit 

they have witli the negroes, would put them in * '-^--^IobI 
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yperh^ps the richeft commerce in the world, If they 
■irly fupplicd with European commodities and 

TOps employed in the flave trade ■ touch at 
lake in rice, which they buy at the rate of two 
quintal in exchange. The European merchants 
[the council room of Palaaver their merchandize, 
copper veflels, lead, and powder, which they ex- 
For goats, fowls, and other provifions. Half an 
powder will more than purchafe a fine fowl, nay 
;oat, and other things are bought at an equally rea- 
>rice. 

innot refift tranfcribing, from Barbot^ an account of 
lordinary perfonages he met with at Seftos, though 
k no meanq rela,te tq the general idea of the country 
[ded to convey. One of thefe men was of a large 
iture, his complexion almoft white, but chequered 
with fmall black fpots, that made him refemble a 
'be copiplexion of the other was, on the contrary, 
[round fpotted with white ; but what rendered him 
•e curious was, that his . whole life had been con- 
^ithout fcarcely ftirring out of the fame place, and 
fotely in fmoking tobacco. Kis/crotum was of an 
fize, and the/^;zw intirely funk in its immenfity. 
ras ftiewn the fmall paflage through which he made 
id he compares it to the juice paffing through the 
ice on the fmall end of a lemon ; fo diminifhed in 
[on was the penis. He imagines, that befides her^ 
;fp two men had been afflifted with leprofies from 
[th, notwithftanding they felt no inconveniericy from 
>lourati6n of their Ikin, and difcovered no other fymp- 
lis difeafe ^, It is certain, that leprofies are fo frequent 
[ountry, as to countenance in fome meafure his con- 
but then it appears with far more malignant and 
iptoms ; and Barbot feems in another place to be of 
that the natives did not believe them infefted, ^s 
iverfed familiarly with them ; whereas .they cautioufly 
le leaft communication with perfons fufpefted of the 
taint of the infeftion. It is probable, indeed, that 
iplexions were a kind of lufus natura, a variety in 
lature fometimes' delights, arifing from fome flight 
ipervious to human reafon. 

is all wp.know of their manners; and how travellers 
know fo much, we are at a lofs to conjefture ; as 

.Barbot, Villault, Snoeck, O.gilby, Atkins^ 
' Sec. as quoted. 

Cljt, they 
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they all profds thcm&lves tgooraat of tbelaognagOiaadQcde 
coQveriaat with the people : but we have veatam ioidxs 
thefc particulars on the faith of writers, in feme ieg^ d 
repute, for integnty and intelligence. To OHidade our a^ 
o>uQt of this coaft, of which we know fo little^ we flail ob- 
jferve, that the months moft favourable to trade, areF^hi* 
ary, March^ and jipril\ that (mail weflels are more c(»> 
venient^n large flups, on account of entering the rivers and 
bailing up the country \ and laftly» that the foutb-fonth-eaS 
winds begin to blow in the month of May^ brindngcoQ* 
^an^y along with them heavy, rains and tor^a^k^es, ex- 
tremely dangerous to (hipping, with thunder and lig^teniog 
that is' terrible4 
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SEC T. vm. 

CckiatHing a geographical Deferiftion of the Couxtrj 
of Sierra Leona ; the Rivers Schcrbro and Siena 
Lcona, with the Trade carried on ly Means oftbm\ 
the GoverntHentj Religion^ I}refsj L^^g^^g^^ ^ Cuf- 
tofns of the Natives \ with a Jhort Account of tie 
Kingdom of Bolm % and fever al other Particulars. 

deo^a- rr^HE nfcxt country we come to is Sierra Leona^ anaac 
pbical de* J[^ given to fomc of the mountains on this coaft by the 
•c^Ti-^^^" '^^^ortuguefe^ on account of the great number of lions bred 
there. Others derive this name from the terrible nqife made 
by the beating of the fea againft the fhorc, which they haw 
compared to the roaring of a lion, with what propriety wc 
fcanrtot fay. The Moors call this divifion BuhmbeU fignify* 
ing great country; and indeed in its largeft extent, itfeemf tQ 
merit the appellation. Geographers, however, are not at aD 
udanimous about its precife boundaries, though th^ moft di- 
ftinft limits, 'as laid down byr Roberts^ in his ^tlas Ccogra' 
phiqu^f are froni the Grain Coqft on the fouth-eaft, to Ca^ 
Fergay or as Labat calls |t, CapeVega^ on the north-weft; 
comprehending within thefe frontiers an infinity of diflferent 
kingdoms and ftates, of which we know not fo much as the 
pames. Labat again extends the Grain Coqfi to the river 
ScherbrOy which he calls the fouth-eafl frontiers of Sierra , 
Leona, and Cape Verga the north-eaft. Other Writers ffill 
reduce thefe limits ; and confine the country ftriftly called 
Sierra Lecna, between the Capes Ledo, or Tagrimy and 
Verga, thefe two promontories forming that fpacious bay into 
which the river Schrbro difehargeff it^. Towards the in- 
4 *^" &iid| 
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kq4 ^ts Sxmts are uncertaiii ; though Barb9f has vei\tured tQ 
aflSum^ that the lake Combuegudi aod the great kmgdpm oC 
Madinge, form the northern frontries, by this pieans com- 
prdieiding under die dmfion of Surra Leona, a traff of 
Gonntry altogether prodigions •• 

Th£ great river Scherbro. which by fome writers is called Q^ /it 
Madre Bomia, by others, Kio Selboba^ and by others Rio das^^^ 
Pnhttos, feparatcs the country^ called Se/hs from that region Scherbro; 
ftridiy called ^iVrra I^ona ; living its fource a prodigious waj 
up in the fuperior Ethiofna^ and emptying itfdf in the (ea pa 
the fhmtiers of Bdhn liihnu, (^ Monow, 'fonmng tjh^re a gr^t 
Bamber <^ large marflies. Large (hips go up as ifar as Bagqs, 
twenty five miles from the mouth of the rivcr> wheje the 
Bngl0> formerly had a fa/ftory, and veflels of Hxty and eighty 
tons burthen, as far as KeSam^ above two hundred miles 
from the fea, and indeed to the borders of the kingdom of 
Madingo; whence it is probable, that the Scherbro is a 
branch either from the river Gambia^ out of the lake Sapor , 
or from the river Senegal^ both of them ftretching eafrward at; 
r%ht angles to it. As you penetrate above Kedham^ the chane^ 
grows gradually narrower, and in many places would feem 
to be blocked up by the branches of large trees croffing it ; ^ 
odierwife, in the months of Jpriland May, during the rainy 
fcafons, when veflels cut down the timber called cam, th& 
chancl is ten feet deep, and even in the dry feafons, has 
fddom lefs than five or fix feet foundings. The navigation of 
*ttit Stherbro, as it is chiefly in the rainy feafon, is frequently, 
interrupted with tornadoes, on the approach of which the 
vefifels are obliged to faften themfclvcs fbrongly with cables, tQ 
the lai^ tree$ on the banks. 

At the mouth pf the river ftands an ifiand,^ by tli^ 
EngHJb called Scherbro, by the Portuguefe, Forulb^ or FureU, 
bom, by the Duuh, Mafia ^dja, and by the French^ 
^bera; ftret<Amg fouth-eaft and nort^-weft along thq 
coaft, and forming a large Day between it apd tlie continent^ 
On the weft point of Sckerbra are three fmall iflandsV called*^ 
7if a, in a direft line with it> to which tie Engitfb have, 
given the name of the Plantain IJlanisy froiji the quantity of; 
that fruit they produce. As to the IJtland Scherbro, it extend^ \ 

tep miles fouth-eaft, producing great abundance of rice^ 
msuze, yams, banana's, potatoes, Indian fk^, ananas^ citrons^ 
oranges, watermelons, the nut called ^oA*, with a variety ot 
Other fiiiilta and roots. Fine pe^Is are found in an oyfrec. 

* Vid. FiHCH, Labat, t. \h Relations d^Afrijue occid^ 
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bred on the fliore ; but the fifliing for them is dangerous, cm 
account of the numbers of crocodiles, ^legators, and (harks,. 
that^infeft all the mouth of the river. Wild, fowls and 
elephants are alfo found here in fuch .plenty, as could not be 
expefted in ah ifland of fo fmall dimenfions. The. inhabitant?, 
a^e idolaters, no twithftanding which theyp^aftife the Jewijb 
rite of circumcifion. 

On a little ifland to the north-eaft pf Scherbro^ called Tork, 
J/landy the Englijb erefted .a fort, which they mounted \wth 
twenty pieces of large cannon ; and at the diftance of twenty 
paces from the fort on the fame bank, they raffed two large 
. parapets, each defended by five pieces, of artillery. . All thefe 
works were built of done, and the garrifon confifted of 
thirty-fiv-e Europeans ^ and fifr^ or fixty negroes. Before the 
building of 'this fort, the Enslijb had a lodge .<^ the .con- i 
tinent, clofe to the fea, and froatiiig the eajftern poijit of J 
Scherbro ; but both this and Yprk Fort were reUqquiftied in I 
the year 1727, the faftprs retiring to Jamaica^ a little iflaqd ; 
fo called, four miles weft oS Tork yiand: now th^y are att<; 
abandoned, the company maintaining np fa£lo^y at all on the. 
ifland or river Scherbro. . 

, Although the Scherbro is the firft river of diflini^on 
between the Rio SeJloSy and the river Sierra. Leonay there are a » 
number of intermediate ftreams and rivers of lefs note,, fome. . 
of which are navigable for feveral miles up, particularly 
Junco, the moft eaftern river of the whole, the i?io de 5^. 
Paulf Rio de Galinas, and the Rip Magi^ba or Nunez \ and 
nopth-weft of the Scherbro, befides tike river Sierra l^ona, 
there are alfo navigable by fmall veflels, the Rio St, Jna, 
Rib PugomOy Rio'de Capor, and the Rio d^s Pedrafy all ojf. 
th^m fucceeding in a regulaor courfe north»w^ft. 
Of thenar We ftiall begin our defcription. of this country with Cape, 
sieves of Monte, the. firft place of npte we meet with Qortli-weftof 
Cape Sejios, or Cape Mefurado, .except the inland kingdom of Fd- 
Monte, gia, now conquered by the king oiMonu. This capip, which . 
^^f the; iwtives call Wajb Kingo, is feen feveral leagues at fea, 

having the appearance of ai^ inland or gre^t mountain, fur* 
rounded by the. fea, in ten degrees five mintites north lati- 
tude; but, according to Tkf. i?.V«W/&'s charts, in feven de- 
grees forty minutes north. It is a truq peninfula, ffaoetching 
caft-fouth-eafl:,, and weft-nortli-weft into the fea, affording 
fecure anchorage in two fine bays, on the weft fide. There 
is a fmall riyer; of the fame nangte, that falls, into, the bay 
within half a mile of it, and fupplies the fliipping with good 
frefh water. On the banks of : this river is a plain feveral 

leagues in e^ctent^ and covered with vills^es^^ and aliJdnds 
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of quadrupeds^ as oxen/ covrs, goats, fiieep, hogs, deer, 
hajTCS, an^lopes, "with an iofinite number of others ; being 
in this, par tici^lar one of the rich^ft and moft beautiful fpots 
In the univcrfe. Fowls of all forts are found here in "the ut^ 
moA abundance ; nor is the ^rth l^fs prolific in fruits, roots^ 
maize, rice, and millet. Here are pme*apples, citrous, le^ 
mops, oranges, and all the rich fruits of Europe^ Afia, and 
America. The palm-wine is excellent, the air moderate^ 
and the fpring waters cool and re&efhihg ; in a word, the 
(Country round Caps Monte is, except in t^ie rainy fe^on, the 
par^feof this part of ^2/»zi?y. '' ^ 

- Des Marchais defcribes the inhabitants asnot .undeferv- TheirmM^ 
iog of fp happy a fituation, for they are mild in their nature, «^r/? 
generous and fociable, handfome in« their perfbns, induftrious 
i»nd difinterefted,' their labour bdng the reftilt of reafon, not 
of avarice, Snoeck conveys the fame idea of this happy 
people, and indeed launches out into the highefl encomiums 
pa their virtues. Their chief occupations confift in cultivating 
rice, grai^ of all kinds, apd making fait ; certain portioqs of ' 

which are paid ^s a tribute to their monarch the' king of 
^qjay who holds them in the moft abjeft fubjeftion, but 
without diminifhing their felicity, as' his authority is raifcd 
Intirely by their fervile awe, rather than any extraordinary 
power he C3?.erts. They are little acquainted with war, pre-? 
ferring peaceable negociations to arms, in all difputes with 
their neighbours. The men are perniitted to keep as many 
women as they can maintain ; and as the females are no lefs; 
laborious than th^ males, they find their intereft in the mul- 
tiplicity of their women ; nor are the hufbands at all jealous 
of the freedoms which feangers take with their wives. The Gotverpr 
fapreme power under the king, and the courts of juftice, are tmnt. 
in the hsmds of the caboceroeSy who deliberate upon all pub-, 
lie affairs, and decide by a majority of voices. The officers, 
of ftate are at the fame time captains of villages, and it is 
their, fidelity, prudence, and courage, which obtain them 
thofe honourable employments. . 

Children of both fexes go naked till they arrive at the 
age pf thirteen or fourteen years, when people of diftinftion 
wear a little cotton paatiy and the common people remain in 
their primitive nakednefs. None befides the king, bis court, 
and officers of the houfhold, go always doathed. The wqmea 
of a middling degree wear girdles of rufhes or palm leavcs,^^^ 
at a certain time of life, when nature diAates that nakednefsi 

I 

would be indecent ; and thefe are prettily woven, hanging 
4own to their knees, bordered with a fringe of rufhes, 01; 
flounced with patai- leaves. They likewife wear brafs, cop- 

' ^4 P«-^ 
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per, or tronbracdets round their wrifts, aiid I^e rifig^ 
of the fame metals upon their legs, to which tbey haftgr 
jTilver bells, which make a found not difagreeable when they 
dance ; an exercife qi which, like all other n^oes, the^ans 
paf&onately fbnd» efp^iajly of imiiating the Eur^ean man- 
lier. In other refpeAs th^y are more challe, more^modeft; 
ftnd ind^iftriou^, than thq generality of n^o women ; and 
their huibands more jealous, fays ViUaultt contrary to the 
ieftimony of Barbot, Snoeckj and Des Marchah^ as well as 
Labatp who beflows the highelt praifes on the indulgence of 
the men in this inftance ; perhaps becaufe they found it con* 
yenicnt. 

Prf/s* ' But the it^pft cpmmon drefe among people of conditk» 
of DOth fexes is the tomi, made of woollen cloth, manufaci; 
iured by themfelves. The women tie this round the waift, 
jetting it fall to the knee ; but the men fix it before, and 
. bring it betwixt their legs, tyi^ it to the girdle behind^ 
Both fexes take great delight in dreffing thdr hair, or the 
wool of their heads, intermingling with it little plates ot 
gold and other ornaments, ^n employment in which they 
beftow all the time they can fpare from their other amufe- 
ments and neceflary avocations. Befides . this, the women 
have another pailion, that is^ in making what they call a 
fetiche f and dreiling themfelves out in the mannec moft en- 
gaging to the men. Their chief ornament on this pccafion 
conCits of a line of paint, either white, yellow, or red, drawn 
acrofs their forehead, which, b^ing laid on wet,« falls down 
' in fireaks to the eye-brows and cheeks before it dries. 
They have like>yife circles of paint round their arms, le^, 
. and waift, the negrpes, d^^oy^ring extraordinary beauty itf 
this diveifity of colours. The praaments among the men 
are much of the fame kind, only difiering in the fize of the 
rings and bracelets, with which th^ir arms, legs, fingers^ 
and toes are loaded.' Hardly the mes^n^ft negro goes without 
fome of thefe, and the numbe^" increafi^ with thj? wealth and 
Vanity of the wearer. 

MuiUingr. ' In their houfes, which are of the feme model we fhall have 
' • occajGon to defcribe when we cpme to Senegal^ they are neat 
and cleanly. The royal paUces and the houfes of the great 
- are an oblong fquare, with one ftory floored "with beams in 
the manner we have menticmed in our accQpnt o( Seftos^ and 
covered with palm ^ve§^fo clofely unUcd, that it witbfiands 
the heaviefl: rains, and mp^ fcorching beaqis of the fim. The 
Aoor they divide into a number of apartments, allotted^ 
iiiiferent purpofes ; the firfl^ being a chaml^er of auidience,' 
faxTOunded with fophas^ raifed abyut a fo()t above the floor. 
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and OQiverecl with mats of palm leaves, btautifiillyiiiilted 
and diverfified with a thonfand elegant colours. Here it is 
that the great pafs moft of their time, ilretched along thofe 
coucheisy with their heads re(Hog in the laps of their favourite 
women ; here diey eat, drink palm-wine, and fmoke tobacco, * 
when they receive ftrangcrs; another apartment anfwering 
thofe purpofes when the family is alone. In their manner 
of eating they are more civilized than moft other negroes ; 
for here they eat off plates of a hard wood, and dlfiies of 
ivory neatly turned, and kept white with abundance of 
«are. They ufe wooden fpits for roafting : and that their 
el^;aoce may be more uniform and confiftent, their kitchens 
are intircly feparated from thdr houfes, to prevent their 
being ipcommoded by the heat, fmoke, or i^mes of the 
^iftnals, ^ 

It is obTervable, that the language of the negroes alters Lim^ui^ 
giadnally as yon pafs along from eaft to weft. Arts and 
£iences b^ngiotirely unknown amotig them, their language 
is formed by a few words, fufficient to exprefs the neceflaries 
of life ; that is, aU the ideas they have ; ahd hence perhaps 
r^ns that filence obfervable in all their public meetings 
and entertainments, their ideas being infufficient to eqliven 
<onvaiation, and fqrniih a conftant fund of difeourfe. 
"Vc^^rspbferve, that the fame founds frequently occur, even 
In a fiu>rt^fconrie| and that their fongs are only a repetition 
Qf^fiv&or fi3^ wprds. Villault fays, .that in his time a cor- 
rupt Portuguefe mixture was in great vogue among them ; 
per need we be fufprized at this, confidering the number of 
mnlattoes fpread all over that part of Africa^ who have 
formed to thanfelves a language, by blending together the 
tortuguefe and negro tongues. 

With regard to thdr religion, the fame author obferves, ^efi^^ut^ 
that it is difficult for Europeans to procure a diftinft idea of 
it,.'it being a xci)XtxxvQ oi Mohammedtfin^ borrowed from the 
Moors who crofe the continent, of idolatry, ignorance, and 
fuperftition. ' He was once ferioufly told by a fcnfible negro, 
that the white men woHhipped God, but the black men^ were 
votaries to the devil ; and Z>^x MxrcA^iV affures us, that they- 
pay great regard to this being. They pray and facrifice to 
luffl, but without acknowleging his divinity or loving him ; 
sUi4 SnoeeliT&Qzr)iiSy with great appearance of truth, and from 
many inftances, that their religion confifts in paying an in- 
tire fubmtffion to the will of their king and governors ; in 
this is contained the funi of all virtue ; as for what palles 
above, thfy give themfelves no trouble about it. 

All 
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• All ^q French writers afGrm^. that the Roan compluiy 
carried on a t'egulifr trade hither, about the year 1 526 ; al- 
though the feat gf their faftory can be difcovered by ao jrcr 
jnaining monumeats. When the Eaji-Indi^ company feat 
» fomc, fhips to Cape Monte^ in the years i66$, 1669, the king 
pf the country, probably the king of ^uoja, received the ad- 
miral with all pofTible mark? of refp^6^ ; grandng the freer 
dom of all his ports, and an ei^emption fropi every kind o£ • 
^uty or impoft. The reigning prince at that time was coo- 
fiderably advanced in years, of a nob|e and majeftic deport- 
ment, tall m ftature, and full of fweetnefs and engaging 
manners. His name was Fullam Bure, a^d he gr^tly de- 
lighted in the fprightly manners qf the French nation. 
^ra^e. All the Europeans who trade hither,, the Engiyb^ Dutci, 

^c. buy up great quantities of mats, cotton cloths, and 
• Ivory, which is OQthing inferior to what they find pa the 
Ivory Coc^l ; however, wb^t thf natives ^ purch^fe from tjae 
northern negroes is of a yellower cs^, and. of Ipfs valfuey 
though larger than what they produce in t\mx .i>W!i country. 
Here alfo are purchafed the ikins of Uon^. tig$r$, panthers^ 
and other fierce animals, with which all the mowifains are 
filled. 'This coaft likewife affords five or , Iik hundred flaves; 
yearly ; but they are fuch as they buy,, or get in exicfaange^ 
for their commodities from the king pf Mmdingo, and ib^ 
interior regions of Africa ; fpr cuftom forbids their ^uflaviog 
any other befides criminals, which ^re.fpid for the king^i 
emolument. Cape Monte furhiihes a? ' much gold^ Bes 
Marchais believes, as wPuld fupport the e3j;pences of -a faftorjv 
although it is drawn from the interior countries. Befides 
all thefe articles of commerce, the wood^ abound with trees 
ufeful' in dying, which the negroes cut down and can^. ia 
logs to the fhore, in pieces of about five feet in leng^, 
ready to be (hipped* . This i§ th? wopd which our merchants 
caH cam^ and prefer in many refpedts to brafil wood. Atkins. 
observes, that the timid difpofition of the natives is aiinoft 
the only obflru6tion to an advantageous trade with this coaft. 
they furround the fliip in canoes, which they row widi 
great dexterity, and fing all the while out of refpeft, if they 
happen to haveac^i(?c^r<? on board. Before they board the (hip 
they examine her clofely, and after they mount deck betray 
thehr fears, by a certain' impatience and anxiety vifibk iu 
eyery countenance, which makes them hurry on bufinefSf 
and upon the flighteft s^cident throw themfelves into the 
fea. When a cahocfirp coodes on board, he immediatdy pre* 
fents fo the captain a certificate from the Ml European fiupi 
'' that touched there, in teftimony of the hpnour and kindnefs 
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with which flie wa$ treated ; a cuftom of a great uf<?, if pntftifed 
with diforetion and judgment ; but if followed' indiscrimi- 
nately, through good oature, of bad confequence; as it only^ 
ftimiihes the negroes with ^he faiter opportunity of plunder- 
ing and ftealing. 

It would be ^ndlefs to treat of every feparate kingdom* 
within the divifion of Sierra Leona, and indeed unneceilary,. 
as the natural prpdu^ons and. scanners of the people have 
nothing flrikingly different ; it may not however be impropex"^^^ i;>^« 
to g^ve a ibort account of the kingdom of Me/uradoy before ^t^Jom of > 
proceed .to the nojrth-weft end of Sierra Leona. ^k)t\rith- Mefurj^- 
ifauding thiscOuntiry comes firft in <Mrder. in.our courfe from ^®' 
the fouth-e^ft to the north- w^ coaft, yet we have deferred* 
pQr account of it, a$ of lefs importance, and in (ome meafure 
dependent on the former. 

Between Cape Mefiur^do and the river Seflas^ is Rio' 
Junco, A beautiful river^ called likewife, i?ia del Punto, und^.^ 
five degree^ fifty minutes nocth Utitude, aboiit 500 paces * 
widQ a^ its entrance, the banks cloathed with a perpettial ' 
verdure, from groves of oranges, Umes, and all manner o^' 
fruit trees. Sb^ nules .eaft from hence is the river yabo, on' 
y^ikk ftands a fine village, lange and well peopled. Near 
du$ it was, that the merchants of i>»^//f eftabii&ed a fa6lory/ 
fome veftiges of which ftill .remain ; enough indeed lo aflure 
ps, fays Des Marchais^ that the Normans traded hither. ' 
As to Cape Mefitrado2sA the adjacent country^ Snoeck affirms, Cuftcms, 
that the chief wealth of the natives arifes from the excellent manner)^ 
palm-wine produced in this country, in great abundance ; c^^/ r^ii*- 
indjibat rice holds the/econd rank in trade. The natives ^/^«,^//i&tf 
take'^in exchange bi^sand. hwris^ the moft valuable of all «ati<ves. 
poi&fliohs in their optnion ; infomuch that Phi/lips, for about - 
half a pint of thefe fliells, bought thirty pounds weight of 
nee* They are aUb fond of bars of iron and fear let cloths ; 
l)at the country prodiices: nothing worth while to carry a 
cargQ thither. De's Marchais on the contrary affirms, that 
C^e MfiJUrado iurniihes 1500 or 2000 flaves yearly, 500 
quintaU of, ivory, gold/m proportion to the addrefs and di» 
figence of the faSor employed, and as muah dying wood as 
can be required. 

The country is pppulpus, and the villages ftand fo thick 
9long t;he cpafts, that. they refemble one continued town. 
The women are fo remarkably prolificy that one is amazed 
hQW the country fiiids fuftenance for fuch a number of chil- 
dren* Althp' the laws of proportion are but little regarded in 
buildiag particular houfes, yet their towns are laid out with 
the UnAeft order, and in a manner fo analogous, that they 
7. - can 
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Caa hardiy be diftinguUhed from each other, but by the far- 
roisQdtng country. The king's palace differs in nothing but 
extent and the number of apartments from other houfes ; only 
that here he has a magnificent ftate room; magnificent at 
leaft, for the fimplicity of their manners and ignorance of all 
the arts of refinement and luxury. In the middle of each 
village fhmds, upon pilaflers about fix feet from the ground^ 
a town hall, what the natives call a Aalde^ or converfation 
chamber. As the doors of this hall always Aand open, you 
may enter at any hour, and meet with company and palm- 
wine. Here they tranfaft bargains, talk over theh* narrow 
poUtics, drink, and fimoke tobacco. At Cape Mefarado there ^ 
is one piece of hixury pra^fed, but fotle known in any part 
of Gtdruy^ from Cape de Tres Puntasto Senegal^ and that b a 
kind of litter or palanquin of palm leaves, in which perfons 
of condition are carrioi on the fhoulders of flaves. PhilBps 
bad occafion to go to Andrea^ the capital and refideilce of 
the t|iea reigning prince, who was called Peters a name 
that had defcended for generations, from king to king of thisr 
oountiy. It ftands about eight miles up the little river Mefu- 
radoy lurrounded by wood, and intirdy hid till you are ready 
to enter it. Like all the other villages and towns of the 
kingdom, it is walled round by a Arcmg high earthen pann 
pet and ditch, which intirdy conceals the houfes, and de< 
fends them« lafiead of gates are little holes in the wall, 
juft encxugh to creep through, that being their method of 
fortifying. Thdr mats on which they fit are elegant,. and 
prettily diverfified with red, white, yellow, green, and a 
variety of other colours. One thing remarkable in their 
buildings, efpeciaUy the kitchens, is, that they are open to 
the contrary fide to what the wind blows. If they have an 
eafterly breeze, they throw open the wefl fide, if a foudi 
breeze, they receive the cool air from the north ; having by 
this means ^ frefh draught of air, without the inconvemenqr ' 
of a brifk wind. In general thofe houfes refemble theatres, 
mpr^, than dwelling houfes. Befides tbi^ the negroes have 
large buildings, intended for granaries^ and for the mofl part 
weU (locked with rice, millet, pulfe, palm-oil, and aqua 
vita. Every week's provifion is given out to the women by 
the mafl;er of. the family, and then the maga2dne is locked up. 
An admirably order and regularity is prefiared in all domefHc 
concerns, every yroma^. hs^ving her particular province ap- 
pointed her ; they take care (^ thdr children, render mutual 
good offices to each other, neither ambition or jeaioufy rufiog 
heats and contentions to diAurb the tranquility of the 
farn^y; but all livipg ratbor with the har(nony of fifters, 



thaa with the rancour of rivals, in the aflb£tioo of their 
Jord. 

The reli^on of the. country is the grollcft idolatry, am* 
Med| and without any ceruun principle; thdr Feticlkis aU 
tering with thdr humour, and according to their caprice. 
The moft conftant obje£l of worfhip is the fun, to which 
glorious luminary they make facrilices, and ofierings of palm* 
wine, oil, fruits, and different forts of animab. . Formerly ^ 
they ufe to facri^ce human victims ; a barbarous cufiom that 
has cisafed, fince commerce pointed out to them that thdr 
true intereft confifted in the multiplicity of their flaves and 
priToners, whom they fell to the Burtons. Thefe q&x* 
ings are made by the hands of the h^h prieft or mariut, who 
ihares with the king all that is valuable in it, the reft being 
left to the populace. The doArine of Mahomet has never 
yet had footing among this people, although the nanae given 
their high prieft (eems to countenance this opinion ; whence 
it is probaUy a name applied by the Europeans^ and received 
iato thiir language by the negrocis. , 

, North-west of Scherhro^ »is the great river of Sierra of tie rh 
Leona, by fome called Mitomba, and by others Tagrin or *ver Sierra 
Tagrim* This river derives its origin from a lake in the Leomu 
kiogdoim of AfamUngo, according to fome geographers; 
whUe others maintain it to be a branch of the river Senegal, 
or rather of the Ii/iger ; neither of which opinions are (up* 
ported by uncacceptionable proofs. The mouth, or firft 
opening of the river, is three miles, ibme (ay three leagues 
\inde; but four or five miles up its Ixeadth is reduced to 
one mile. The entrance b not above two fathom deep, ex- 
cept a narrow chanel dofe under the mountams, which varies 
from fix .to ten fathoms water ; a circumftance that greatly 
affefts the trade and navigation of this fine river. It abounds 
with fifh, but is infefted with crocodiles as far as it is known 
by the Europeans^ probably indeed to its very 'fource. It 
is bordered, without .a fingle breach, with fine large trees, 
and filled with litde iflands all covered with wood, particu- 
larly the palm, whence the natives make incredible quandties 
of wine. When ViUauli w^s here in 1 666^ the EngHJb had 
a fa£lory in one of the mc^ fertile and beautiful of thefe 
iflands. Their houfe was built of brick and hewn ftone, 
defended by four pieces of cannon, and a fmall garrifon. 

Barbot obferves, that the north fide of the river being 
low and flat, it is the (buthern country which is filled with 
high mountains, that, properly fpeaking, is called Sierra 
Lt^na : however, moft voyagers g^ve all that coaft from Sejios 
to Ca^e Verga tlus general appelbtiop. In the open and pl^n 

country. 
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country, although th6 heat of the fun be intolerable before 
a breeze rife, yet a refrefhing gale always fpringing up to- 
war<is the middle ofthe day, renders the country fupportabfe 
enough, except it be woody and mountainous. In gener^^ 
muft be allowed to be an unhealthy climate to Europeans^ 
as but too many inftances of lofles fuftained by this natioa 
evidently confirm. The contioaal thunder and rain, with 
« clofe, fli^g, and malignant heat,* that prevail for h. 
months, and efpecially for four months of the year, bring 
on fuch a corrnption of the air, that myriads of infe£ts m 
|)roduced, and all ammal food reduced in a few hours to a 
ilate of thorough pmrefadtion. People are coi^fined for 
ftf€raldays together in dieir chambers, to avoid as muck as 
pof&ble the peflilential infeflion of the atmofphere. Som^ 
times tornadoes produce a fcene the mod frightful and 
afh>ni(hing,. day is turned into night, the moft horrible dark- 
nefs overcafts mid-day, and the face of nature (eems all of a 
fudden to be changed. However this m^y feize ftrangcrs 
with amazement and terror, it is feldom attended with con* 
ieguences that are fatal, or in the leaft dreadful to natives, fo 
powerful is cuftom and habit **. 

Sierra Lbona is inhabited by two nations, the one 
called Vieux Capez, as the French fpell it \ the other Komks 
Manez. The fcft*mer pafs for the moft polifhed people in 
Africa ; the latter for a barbarous, bold, warlike, and reft- 
lefs nation; efteemed men-eaters, or anthri5pophagi^2S we 
are told the word Manez imports in the negro language. The 
Portuguife of Congo and Angola, look upon the Capez and 
Manez as the fatiie race with the C^^^^j and Galas, who in- 
habit the eaft and north-eaft parts of Congo, and who hav^ 
long been the terror of all then: neighbours. They are all 
believed to be fprung from the GaJas Monous, pofleffing thofe 
interior lands at the fource of the rivdr Sefl^s, as from one 
common root. The Capez and Manez nations were at per- 
petual war, till the year 1505, when the latter leaving the 
inland countries, refolved to fettle on the coaft, of which the 
^mer were the natural inhabitants, taking the cruel refo- 
)ution to ruin their country, and fell it to the Portuguefi, 
who had about that time fettled bn the weftern am of 
Guiney. After their arrival, they found the foil fo ridi and 
fertile, that they determined to remiain there, and to fell afl 
tiieCfapez prifoners they cotild make to the Portugefe, and 
^at all thofe whoperifhed in battle. Defpair however 

*> Atkins, p. 56. BARisoT, p. 72, Tiliault, p. 154* 
Dfs Marxm^axs, ci.p. 79. & feq. 
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^nimatintg the Cdj>ez nation, apd giving vigour to thdr atrms, 
fhe enemy found jit imprafiicable to comp^fs their defign of 
.wholly fubduing or rather extirpating them. They maintained ^-^^V /re* 
a part of their territories, while thek barbarians poflefljed the ?«^»' 
reft ; continual wars enfucid, which lalled to the tlmcBatb^ tvan. 
was on that awtft, in 1 678. At that very time the Manez 
were preparing for a vigorous defcent, and the odiers for 
^ no le& vigorous refiftance ; whence it may h^ con- 
jeftured, how dcftrpftitc to both nations thofe inceflant 
hoftilities. ia ib long a courfe of years muft h^ve proved^. 
The Capez were the greateft {ufSkr&s^ being defpoiled. of a 
part of their fine territories, their arts and commerce difturbed, 
the nation depopulated, and every thing kept in condaat 
ConfufloQ by the alarms of thofe formidable and cruel neigh.*- 
bours. . Their battles began however to be kfs bloody than 
formerly: ttey had been ; both fides were exliaufted, .and 
toothing hardly remained but the defire of hurting, the abi- 
lity being fpent. It is affirmed, that now they both are fubt , 
jeft to the king of ^ioja, who. has his refidence at Cape 
Mottte. Flanjtn, one of the prcdeceilws of thofe princes^ 
having conquered them, his pofterity have ever fince con-» 
tinued to govern them by viceroys, csiUXtdi donghas .; in time^ 
however, thefe donghas erefted themfelves into it kind of im . 
dependent princes, and were, .at the time Jtkins was in the 
country (17^7), at war among themfelves^ the younger bro- 
ther with the elder. The younger called Tim, then about 
fixty years of age, refided at Tombey, within a mile of BagoSj 
at a place where the Engli/h flipping ufu^Hy come to>api 
anchor* . : . , r . . 

The north fide of the river Sierra. Leonay towards it^Of tht 
mouth, is poflfefled by two petty kings, the monarchs oikhgdoms 
Burri 2nd Bolm, thefirft to the fouth, the other to the ''/^"^i 
north* The krag of Burri commonly refides at a village p£^^^^°^^* 
the fame name^ which confifts of about three hundred huts»- 
and five hundred inhabitants £t to bear arms; As. to the. 
kingfif Bvbn, we are told that he and feveral of his court have 
been converged to Chriftianity by the Portugueje miffionaries.;? 
how enlightened they may be we are not informed. Ia the 
lai^iuige of the country, acording to Barhatj Bolm fignifies^ 
low ground, which fome pronounce Bulom soidBuIon^zd- 
dmg Berr^ orgcodf from which they make out the name Bulem* 
herrty by which the- whole country of Sierra heena is fome* 
times denominated. The coaft of Bolm is low and flat in: 
cpmparifon of that of Burri^ behind which lie the famous' 
mountains/ the Portuguefi czW Sierra Le^na^ formit^ a chains 
of the iiighell hills, ei«cept the Amb^fes^ of any on -the foudb 

or 
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or north of Guituy. Within thefe monntaias are ftick i 

number of dens and caverns, that a cannon fired in the bs^i 

makes a frighful eccho here, nor had thunder a lefe dreadM 

efife£b, the firft time it was heard in this country. Heod 

it was, that the Portuguefe called them Mantes Claras* 

Oftht ^^ return to the river Sierra Leona : it is filled with iflandi 

ijlatuls in ^'^ h^^^ rocks, that refemble a number of hay ricks. Tli^ 

ibt riwr chief iflands are Togu, 7^i^, Betfe^ in the bft of whidt 

Sierra the Engli/b had a faflory and lit^e fort, fixHitingthe palace ttf 

JLeona. captain T<m. The fort was built of fVone^ flanked with paraP^ 

pets, mounted with five pieces ojF heavy artillery, with a 

intermediate curtain and platform mounted with tea caofloo. 

The garrifon was ufually compofed of twenty white aoi 

thirty black men, free negroes, who lived in. huts coverai 

by the cannon of the fo/t. In 1704 it was taken withmH 

refiiiance by two French men of war, under the command of 

the Sieur Guerin. At that time the garrifon amounted m 

an hundred men, all of whom, except a gunner and fis' 

foldiers, abandoned the fort, headed by their commandoy 

on the approach of the (hipping. After pillaging the fortr* 

andjnaking prize.of four thoufand ele[Aants teeth, fipgedier 

with other merchandize proper for the country, the Frindt 

razed it to the ground. As for the fort on the ifland of ' 

Taffif it was deftroyed by De Ruyter in the year 1 664. ' 

A SMALL diitance from the head of the bay of Frwitif 
a creek near the entr^ce of the river, Barbot takes notkeof 
a bafon of frefh water, which tumbling down the monntait%' 
is colleAed in this refervoir in fuch'a quandty, that an' 
hundred tons may be filled in an hour by a few imk. 
Nothing can exceed in beauty this deli^tfol (pot, fnmni&del 
with hills covered with wood, which affi)rd a perpecnl 
' Ihade, in a^ country parched with the fun, the numbak& 
cafcades gliding down the mountains in gentle munawSy 
or ru£hing with an impetuous ftream and ncnfe, which either 
lull or roufe the attention, juA as you happen to apply die 
objeft, or afltft to give an additionsd codnejs to the feeae. iff 
this agreeably retreat it was, th^t our author u&d firequeotlf 
to dine, and fpend whole days, when his bufinefs would par* 
oiit. In a vfooAy at a fmall diftance from hence, is the hoofa 
of captain Tom^ or rather the refidence, compofed ef a nuai* > 
ber of little huts, round which he has a weH fuldvatai - 
plantation, filled with delicious fruits, f^e exajb^a* doty ef ' 
two or three crowns from Thipping, for the privily rf . 
wooding and watering here. The whc^ country on eveff 
fidej the river is rich in rice and miUet, which a^ikes ite 
chief fufienance %& the inhabltantSr The vfomsa giifid the 
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rice and form it into little balls or cakes, while the m^n fteep 
k in water, and eat it greedily without any other preparation. 
Lemons, oranges, citrons, and bananas, are produced in great Oftltita* 
plenty and perfeftion ; but they have but little Guiney pep- turalpro" 
per, that however being excellent that the country affords, duaions of 
Jariher up the river, all the above fruits, together with^^' «»»• 
ananas, Indian figs, water melons, wild pears, caflava» white 'O'' 
prunes, manioke, different forts of pulfe, and the nut koluf 
are ia esarenae abundance. Thefe provifions they carry upon 
their fhoulders to the fhore, for the ufe of fhipping ia 
the road. 

B£siDEs fruits, roots, and the fpontaileous produftion$ 
of the earth, there are in great abundance, fowls, hogs, 
hsrd, and deer, which mariners may purchafe for a little aqtia 
vita^ of which the natives afe extravagantly fond, preferring, 
it to the befl palm-wine. The mountainous parts are well 
fiocked with elephants, lions, tigers, wild boars, different 
forts of apes and monkeys, together with ferpents of fo moa* 
ihoua a jfae, that, if we may credit writers, each of them is 
capable of fwallowing a man whole. The negroes pretend 
to have a plant of fovereign virtue againfl the poifon of this 
ammal; but as it is fcarce, the natives frequently perifli of 
tiieir wounds before it can be procured. Monkeys are fo 
plentiful, that forming themfelves into bodies, they make in* 
curfiocis into all the plantations, which they ravage and fpoil 
with that eagernefs for mlfchief, peculiar to this ugly ani- 
mal. One kind of them they call barry is of a monftrous 
heiglit, and amazing docility. When ypung they learn to 
Mralk'ereft, and feldom chufe any other pofture : they grind 
their rice or millet, deep it in water, carry it in veJTels on / 

theic heads, an4 turn the fpit when meat is roafling. Nothing ,, 
is too difficult for this imitative animal ; they wiU even open 
oyftsrs, of which they are great lovers, with a knife. Here 
the negroes are fond of their flefli, preferring it; to that of all 
other animals, except the elephant. The woods furnifh a 
JKtreat to an infinite number of parrots, paroquets, pigeons 
and^cjther birds, of the moil beautiful kinds, but they are not 
cafily talien, on account of the thickoefs and clofenefs of the 
trees. The fea and. rivers afford the fame fi(h as the other 
parts pf Guiney y and a conftant fupply of frefli provifions to 
the European mariners; for the negroes here are too in- 
dolecit, fays Barbot, to make the inftruments of fifhing, and 
catch no other fifh but what is left by the fea among the 
rocks. 

Evert part of the country, is covered with wood and fruit 
trees, fome wholefome and aongenial to the, human conflitu- 

Mo©. HxsT. Vol- XVn. R gon. 







441 ^^ Hifiory of Sierra Lcona.' B. XYB, 

tion, others virulently poifonous. Finch, in his voyage, mm- 
tions a tree refembllng a beech, which the negroes call apm. 
It bears an oblong fruit, like the pod of a bean, diftingoiflied 
into three kinds from its fizc, but all of the fame malignant 
qualities. The negroes yfe them in pofoining their arrOv% 
for which purpofe npthing can be better contrived, the final- 
left quantity of it, entering the humours of the body, bring 
fatal. Within the pod are inclofed four or five fquare beaffl^ 
almoft like the feed of a tamarind, incircted with a hard rind^ 
containing a yellow kernel, from whence the poifon is a- 
trafted. 
Of the The inhabitants of this part of Sierra Leona, that is, on 

drefiofthe both fides the river, are not fo black or flat noted as moftof 
miti<ves. the other negroes. They adorn their ears with a great num- 
ber of toys, they call kazubos ; and it is ufual with them to 
mark their cheeks and nofes with certain figures, raifed by a 
red hot iron. Their fingers are loaded with iron rings, and 
their arms with bracelets. Both fexes go naked to the 
age of fifteen ; at which time they begin to drefs in' a little 
piece of cloth, wrapt rotind the waifl or the back, or kaws 
of trees formed into aprons. They alfo wear a leathern 
girdle or belt, to which hangs a long knife or poniard ; bot 
pcrfons of condition appear abroad in a long flowing robe of 
Uriped callico, like the Moorijb drefs, with tMs girdle 
buckled over it, or under, according as they intend to be 
more or lefs drefled. 
Of their As they are naturally malicious, turbulent, and jealoes in 
dif^ofition their difpofitions, they fcldom live long without quarrels and 
end man- dJflentions among themfclves ; and the Europeans, who. arc 
*^^^' continually expofed to their infults, can contrive. no betttr 
means of vengeance, than by burping their huts and ruinbg 
their plantations. On the other hand they are temperatcaad 
fober, from a diflike to gluttony and drunkennefs. Tho* 
f hey are beyond belief lovers of fpirits, brandy, ufqucbaugh, 
6t. yet do they never drink to excefs, deeming the lofs of 
reafoa to be one of the moft beaftly vices a man can conuait. 
They have likewife a quicknefs of apprehcnfion, and a deli' 
cacy of fentiment, particularly the Capez nation, not to be 
met with in other negroes ; however they are, it nwft be 
acknowleged, extremely lafcivious and eflemisate; thpngi 
their conltant wars with the Manez has fomewhat exaltw 
their courage, and improved their military ftilL Every 
houfe in this country is provided %tith a public room^ 
fchool, to which all parents fend their daughters to ic 
taught finging, dancing, and otlier atcompIifhrncntSj^nnder 
the eye of a matron of noble birth. After a year's refidencc 

hcr^ 
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here, the yoiing ladies have a public ball, where they jgive^ . 
jH-oofs to all the inhabitants of the. town of the proficiency 
•they have made at fchbol : and this may be called the fchool 
of love 5 for here young men chufe their wives, pay their 
Hrfk addrefs, aiid are firil attrafled. No regard to birth or 
-fortune is heard of here ; but every one chufes the woman 
'whofe accomplifliments he thinks are moft likely, to render 
him happy. A lover no fooner declares his afieAions, than 
•he \i already looked upon as il^arried, provided his circum- 
fbnces will admit of making certain prefents to the parents 
of the young lady, and to the matron entmfted with her 
^ucation. 

• ViLtAULT affirms, that all fenfe of decency and modefly 
k confined to the men, the females' being the moft abandoned 
of all profHtutes. According to him, their women are all in 
common : a man takes a certain number of wives, or as ma^y 
as he pleafes, confining his embraces to a few ; the reft he 
lets out upon hire to his neighbours or ftrangers. She who 
holds the firft place in the afieAions of the hufband, and 
.properly bears the title of wife, is ferved with great fubmif- 
fion by the reft, and her virtue narrowly watched by the 
hufbaod. Their methods of puni(hment and purgation of 
crimes are fimilar to what we have defcribed in our account 
of the GsldCocJi. On a charge of adultery, murder, and 
the moft heinous crimes, the accufed muft drink of a certain 

. red water, prepared by his judges ; that iis, if his life has 
been diibrderly, or ftrong prefumptions appear that he bore 
malice to the deceafed. Of this he drinks till he fwells up 
and dies ; it being prepared ftrong on purpofe : but when . 
the judges intend to mitigate the puniftiment, they dilute 
the water plentifully, and weaken the force of the ingredients ; 
which pafles, from the efieAs> as a proof of the innocence of 

' theaccuied. 

Thet have then- palaaverSj or town-houfes, where the 
chief perfons of the village meet, to adjuft differences among 
the iiJiabitants, or with Europeans. On conling into the 
great hall they falute each other, by bending the elbow and 
tottchirig their 'forehead with thrfr hanH, After both parties 
are heard, and the cafe fully canvafTed, the equity ot their 
feveral claims is fettled by a vote of the majority of the judges. 
Panyarring is a t^rin for ftealiiig men, or indeed any thing 
clfe. If a man has been defrauded by his neighbour, cuflom • 

iias eftabliftied it into a law, that he may retaliate to the 
amount pf his lofs ; but he muft prove before the judges at - 
the palaaver court, that he is no gai»er by the exchange o£ 
property. 

R.a Atkins 
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Atkins mentions a fiew pecufiar caftoms omitted by Bar' 
hi, ViUault, and Labat^ He &ys, that the migratiOD of 
whole vUlages b frequent among them, if they difl^ thdr 
fijtuatton, or prefer another to it : they foon dear grotmi 
eaoagh for thteir new habitations and plantations ;; nor is ttir 
reckoned any encroachment on the property oi a ndghbom^ 
ing village, as all uncleared grounds are -vel common, a&d 
they become the lawful proprietors who render it firft ufeM 
to the purpofes of focjety. ♦* Captain Jofeph^* fays our ic- 
count, '< a Chriftian negro, has lately Shifted his rdideoce 
** from this place (at the mouth of the river BuUomJ, which 

was a neat, well-built town," higher up the river, whew 

he has to begin building afrefh.^ Their huts are giBQe* 
rally of an orbicular form, a fpadous area in the middle 
the doors paved with oyfter and cockle jfhelk^ two or tkte 
erodes ereAed in different parts of the houfe, and the whde 
furrounded by limes, papas, pine-apple, and plantane trees, 
and beehives, which they make out of the trunk of a trei^ 
and ereft upon high poles ^ (A). 

Anoimting their bodies, efpeciaDy their arms andleg% 
with palm oil, is a daily practice with the negroes of both 
fexes ; which cantiot be omitted without the imputation of 
flovenlinefs. Some ufe civet, or mufk, procured from aa 
anfmal found here on the banks of the Scherbro, about tbt 
fize or larger than a cat, with a head refonbiing a feK'i 
This fpecies of perfitme cat we have already deicribed* , 

As to their religion and government, Barbet obferves, tilt 
they hold (bme particular tenets, no-where elfe to be net 
with. Before the Capez and Manez had ereAed themfebtf 
into indep*endent ftates, they were governed, as we hsfe 
taken notice, by viceroys, who admmiftered juflice acoord- 
zi^ to the laws of the country. They held their courts aod 
other public meetings in a hall that furrounded their pakces, 
which they cOl^d fankos, at the upper end of which ^vas 

• P. 72. 

(A) It would appear from i^r- dercft twigs, tb^ Sflfc §00^ 

kins's account, that feme houies log fafpendied in the air, likf 

have an open aeea : ** for," fays fruit, and declaring dbe i^PW 

he, " I have feen a large tree of inftindl, which prompts dieji 

*< in the middle of the area by this ingenious contrivance 

** or court, with 500 hanging to proieft their yoi^ng againS 

** nffti upon it ( I .)" Thcle monkeys, parrots, awd fquirrch j 

are built by a fmall familiar the branches being too und tt^ 

Ibifd^ that build j upon the ilen- fuAain their weight 
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felted the Tk^oy, as firpreme judge, upon a throne raHed higb, 
•od covered with a beautiful mat for a canopy ; the/altatf/qui/^ 
or couafellors, being placed roi^ him on benches. Here the 
parties with thar advocates are produced, and, after pleading ^ 
Aeir feveral caufes, the vkeroy fums up the arguments, which 
be refers to the counfellors, as to a jury. Sentence is pro* 
Dcmnoed according to the opinioa of a majority, the judge 
having a calling vote, and immediately executed, whether it 
be a fine, or corporal puniQiment, or bani(hment. The ad- 
vocates or lawyers are no lefs prepofterous in their dreft 
than the gentlemen of the long robe in Europe ; for they 
life dappers in their hands and beils on their legs, with 
whidi they would lay an emphafis upon thofe parts of theit 
pleadings which they would have particularly attended to by 
the judge, by jtogfing their bells and ftriking their clappers« 
Thef are dreifled in long robes, or a kind of cafTock, adorned 
with large plumes of feathers, which to an European give 
the man ^ of extreme bufFoonry ; nor are the ceremonies 
accompanying the eledlion of ^ faltdte/que a whit lefs ridicu* 
lous. The candidate is feated in a wooden chair, drefled in 
the maqner of the country* After the vkeroy has feveral 
times Aruck his face Ivith the bloody entrails of a he-goa^ 
kiiled-for the occafion, he then rubs his body all over with 
tSb& &me piece, claps a red bonnet on the head of the candl- 
d^e> aadL pronounces th&vrat&faltatefiiue. Thi« difagreeable 
and uncleanly ceremony being ended^ the new counfellor is 
,fapti&d in his chair three times round thQfanko, and for three 
d^s* gives a public entertainment, celebrated with bonfii'es 
«nd thedlfchargeof isiufquetry ; and, toclofe the ceremony^ 
and be dtdy eleded, he facri&es an ox, which he cuts in 
(kces, and divides among all his brother counfellors. 

After the converfion of the king of Fatima, by father Ofihcir 

Seardray a great numl)er of negroes in all countries, we are reltgimu 

Cold, followed his example, and received the Hght of the 

gofpel. This converfion, of which the Jefuits boaft fo greatly, 

was effefled in the year 1607; fmce which time the natives 

of the coaft, and indeed interior countries, have relapfed into 

tfadr f<Mrmer idolatry* In Sierra Leona, as well as in many 

other parts of y^ca, the negroes wear on their ariiis, leg^, 

or breafts, little figures, they call grifgris, to which they pay a 

xonftant worfhip and adoration. Whenever they eat or drink, 

they offer a part of their food to this little deity. Fully* 

affured that this idol has a particular influence atnd authority 

over the element of water, they never enter their candes^ 

either on the fea or rivers, without being fecured from dad- 

jger by this prelervative j and as they attribute the fiicccfs ^f 

R 3 thdr 
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their voyage to the kind interpofition of the feiiche^ fo they 
redoubk iheir adoration, zeal, and acknowlegements ibr hit 
favour, on their return from any expedition. Barhot once 
faw a grifgris fetiche^ or land deity, which reprefented a 
man's head in miniature, upon a pedeftal. It was covewd 
over with, a little tent, to preferve it from the air : and he 
'was informed by good authority, that in the provinces of 
Bolm and Timnay numbprs of thefe are found in every honfe 
and upon every road, either in honour of the dead, or for 
the proteftion of the living. In worfhipping them the ne- 
groes have been often heard to pronounce the words y&ra* 
tfam, IfaaCf Jacobs and fome names mentioned in the gof* 
pels ; probably a remnant qi the inftruftions of the Jeftiit$; ; 
The fame writer adds, that he never heard of a Mohimnu* 
dan upon the coafl, or within fome hundred miles of tbc 
u fea, that fefl being ellablifhed only in the interior countries 
^nd about the Niger; however he fays, that ail the inhabitant! 
pf Bolnij Timna, Silm^ Kendo, ^oja, Folgia, GalaSy and; 
in a word, sU this country of Sierra Leona, are circumdfed; 
^nd, he. might have fubjoined, of all the interior and mari^ 
^ time provinces of Guincyy and every negro country ; this 

praftice being derived no more from the MoSdmmedans than 
from the Jews ; but a cuftom eftablifhed among almoft all 
primitive nations, particularly of warmer climates'; and taker 
}ng its origin, perhaps, from a mode of cleanlinefs, which if 
would be unneceflary to explain. 
t^efcnp* La BAT is more particular in his defcription of the petfont 
tion of and religion of the negroes of Burri. Both men and wo- 
their per- men are tall and agreeably fhaped, of an extreme black com? 
fans and pkxion, regular features, lively piercing eyes, and white 
religion hy teeth. There is not to be feen among them a flat nofe, or 
X/^pat. thick lips, nor any of thofe blemifties of features, eftecmed 
beauties; among other negroes. The men have as many w6- 
,men as they are able to purchafe by prefents to the p^ents^ 
but though they treat them with e3;treme regard, they are 
jealous only of one woman, who is in faft rtie wife, the 
others being rather on the footing of concubines, permitted 
to proftituie themfelves to grangers for hire, which Aejr 
fhare with the hufband. Nor is there the leaft reproach an- 
nexed to their incontinence : on the contrary, they are look- 
ed upon as faithful fervants, attached to the intereft of their 
mafters, and labouring diligently in their vocations. During 
pregnancy a hufband has no commerce with his wife, nor 
for the term of four years aft^r her delivery. The prince 
who reigned at Burri, in 1 666^ had embraced the Chriiliaa 
religion, ai^$l was baptized by the name of ^h\l'^ v b«t h^ 

allow?4 
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allowed his fubjVfts liberty of confcience, not prefling their 
courerfion, though he entertained the miflionaries at his 
CQurty the one a Jefuit the other a Capuchlne. Labat fays, 
tjxat the zeal of tbofe fathers had but little efFeft in check- 
ing, the epctreme paffiop of tlie natives for women and wine, 
the two moft obllinate vices in the breaft of a negroe : yet ' 
the other writers extol them as mirrors of fobriety and ' 
tenaperance. In other refpefts, fay the Jefuits, they are 
boneft, fincere, humane, and hofpitable to ftrangers. They 
ftiU retain fomething of the manners of the Normans, who 
were once fettled among them, if we may believe the French 
•wrfiter^^; who have an admirable tdent in complimenting 
their own' i^ation upon the moft trivial occafions. The pre- 
vailii^g religion, {sLys Labatf is idolatry; but without prin- 
ciple, order, feftivals, or ceremonies. The number of their 
gods is indefinite, or rather infinite ; every one creating his 
own deity, as caprice direfts. One worfhips a horn, another 
a crab fhell or claw, a third a nail, a bird's head, a cockle, ot 
a fione; and all thefe objefts of their devotion are called" 

fetiches : in this refpeft differing in nothing from the more 
^aftern provinces qf Giiiney. Thtxv fetiches they wear in 

' fittle hags round their necks, adorned with bits of glafs, 
&elU, dv* called cowris^ and other fuch trinkets, and feed ^ 

, thiem morning and evening with their beft provifions. Such . 
ve the bounds of their religion : narrow indeed, and over- 
•caft with deep ignorance : " but flill more happy in it than 
*' tliefavagesofy^»2^r/Va," faysl^z^jf, ** who are frequently 
^' beaten by the devil ; whereas here they never receive 
•** any injury from ihtk fetiches :^^ a puerile remark; that 
fliews how ignorant this author muft have been of the man- 
neXiS he defcribes : for it is certain there are negroes on the 
Guiney coafl; who entertain the fame notions as the favages 
of America of the devil ; and complain^ that they are fre- 
quently roughly treated by him**. 

Barbot informs us, that in the province or kingdom of 
Ca^ez the royal dignity was hereditary in the fame femily, 
b^ore they were conquered by the king of ^wja ; the 
youngeft fon always fu<;peeding to the crown: but in cafe 
of a deficiency of heirs male, the next of blood was called 
to the throne, with fome very peculiar cuftoms. A number 
of the nobility vifit him at his houfe, tie his hands behind, 
and in this condition carry him to the palace, amidft crowds 
of people, who feoff and infult him by the way, and have 
. ^y^o . the privilege of beating him with rctds ;. intur^^ting^ 

f T, ii* p. 22r. 
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Aot jtMs is the-lafk time he will ever fee the real tm^narddil 
of the people. On his arrival at the palace he is inreftd 
with, the badges of royalty in the fankosy or great hsSt, 
where he is attended by* the fakate/quis, and nobles oftte 
' iingdom. The oldeft counfellor then harangues the peofde 
on ihe nece/fity of chufing a prince, and enlarges in ^ 
praifes of the monarch eleft ; after which he pnts a hatchet 
Into the king's hands, fignifying thereby the neceffity of 
f unifliing crimes injurious to fociety. The prince is thai 
crowned amidft the acclamations of the people, all of 
whom flock to the throne to olfer their fubmiffion and 
fidelity \ 

The deccafed kings are buried in the public road l&J* 
Jng to the capital ; in favour of which cuftom they c^^e, 
that per(ons lb much elevated above the rank of other men 
in th^ir life- time, fliould likewife be diftinguirhed by Tome 
extraordinary ceremony at their deaths. AU the other C6re- 
inonies refemble thofe we have mentioned in our accotk]^ oi 
the Gold Coaft, Every one is buried with what he poiteflM 
iXioft valuable, and a fmall opening is left at the head bf'tfae 
grave. The body is carried to the grave by a jfiletit com- 

Eany of friends, more or lefs numerous, according to thc:qni- 
ty of the defunft; and the hired mourners pour oil| t|j^ 
plaints and tears in proportion as they are paid. 

We fliall conclude ^his feftlon with a (hort extraft jtofe 
^tkinSf concerning captain Jofeph, of whom we have ma^ 
mention a little above. This little prince had removed from 
his village, on account of the expence of. living fo near tlvJ 
JSngliJh faftory (B) ; and alfo for the conveniency of panydf- 
ing. He had been in Englaiid and- Portugal, at the M of 
which places he was baptized, and received into the boto 
jof the Chriftian church. He had built a little chapel, for 
the preaching the doftrine of Chrift, where he and his peo 
. pie that were Chriflians ufed to aflemble. Here he ere^cd 
a crofs; taught feveral of his people to read, and'difperied 
^mong them little Romifb prayers. Through dint of induftry 
and commerce he has enriched himfelf, and made his peopk 
happy, the country round him abounding in beautiful plan- 
tations of grain, roots, and fruits ; while his inland n^igh- 
Ibpurs are fprce4 tP live upon honey ^xA nvznyoco rcx)t, 

* Ba^bot, p. 123. 

(B) Thi^ fa^ory was aban- of Beufe, of which wc hzst 
lioned in the year 1728., It fpoken, 
^^ |>rQbabI}' tha( on the iil^nl 



m%ea AMns Tifited him he was drefled in an European 
hsiblty gown, flippers, atid a cap, and recdved him with. 
^mct coiirtery and hofpitality. He km his canoes with the 
Surgeons to {hew them the diveHion of catching manatees, 
waA left noiihing undone that corfd contribtiie to ifender thSt 
^tfit sgreeMc to them, or imprefs a fevounible xitSL 6( U^ 
D^it character. • 
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fyntmnit^ a geographical T>efcription of the Interior 
Countries from Rio Seftjos to Sierra Leona \ parti* 
cularly of the Empire of Monou, arid the Kingdoms 
tf Quoja and Hondo : alfo a Defcripiion of the 

' Mamirs^ Religion, Government, &cc. of the Ka^^ 

I- 

tiws. 

WE (hall begin, this feftion with an account of the iii- Defcnf^ 
terior countries between Rio Seftos 2ind Sierra Leona. tion of the 
The firft people of note we meet with are the ^abes, inha- interior 
"biting the fouthern banks oi the river Sejios, They had for- countries, 
merly been conquered by Flanfire^ king of Folgia ; but, have-/'"*?* ^'* 
ing thrown oif their fubjeftion, they have ever fince remained ^?^°^ '* 
a free people, though under the proteftlon of the emperor of ^^^^^ 
Monou, or Manou (A). Next follow the powerful nation of 
.Fofgia, and great empire of Monou ; the limits of both which 
are utterly unknown. Both kingdoms are watered by the 
rivers jfunco and jirvorado, which divide Felgia from the 
kit^dom of Karrow : but fince the union of thefe two na- 
tions, the monarch of Karrow .rtiidcs in the kingdom of 
Tafgia. The Folgians are dependent on the emperor 6f 
Monou, and the ^lojans upon them. 

• This powerful monarch extends his authority over allcy*/i&^ / 
the neighbouring nations, and has reduced them almoft to z empire of 
fervile obedience, a few only excepted. They pay him anMonou^ 
atmual tribute of the produce of their country, or of Euro- 
pean merchandize purchafed from the maritime negroes; fuch 

(A) We lind this empire caU- has it fo in his chart of the coaft 

cd by Englijh geographers Men- of Jfricm ; but we hive prc- 

diManowj and even the Sieur ferred the authority oi Barb^ 

fy4nviUet improved by Boltin, zndlDaffir^ 
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-. as glafs toys, bars of iron, or flaves : aad the Fo^mt OL* 
peft the fame;,tributes in their turn from their vaffals. Thqf 
give the emperor of Monou rfie cqgoomenof Afa«<i*, whidifigaiit 
fies iord^ and to the ^qjans thzt of Mandi Monou, orfervanki 
of the lord; efteeming it an honour to be diftingiiiflie<l.j| 
tributaries to his imperial majefly. Hence it is that ovur gedi^ 
grapliers are fallen into the miftake of confounding the pro- 
vincial or tributary kingdom of ^uoja with the empire rf 
Monou \ Notwithftanding this fubmiflion to the empecqr, 
each king enjoys an unbounded jurifdiiSlion mthin his own 
territories, and can make laws, declare war or peace, with- 
out permiiSon from any one, and of his own will and choice; 
It is really aftonilhing that a people, once fo defplcable, ani 
J dominions fo confined as thofe of Monou formei:}y vm^ 

fliould be able in the courfe of a few years to eflabliihfa 
potent, extenfive, afid vaft an empire as^it now is, by fera 
of arms alone ; and it is perhaps no lefs amazing, that ift 
potent a people as the Folgians fhould quietly fubmit to tk 
yoljiCi without once offering to recover their liberty, ife, 
other caufe can poiTibly be affigned for events fo 6Xtra#& 
nary, but the fituation of the countries, and the admiral 
policy of the court of Monou, of which we ihall have ocoH j 
lion to fpeak farther, after we have defcribed tbp 0kBt^i 
kingdoms of this divifion. ' "^ 41 

Kingdom Next follows the powerful kingdom ' of Xdw^r i^ijMI 
^Quoja« comprehending all that fpace boxn. Cape Ma/uradoto^ 
rlvcT Scherhro, furrounding the fea-coaft behind, inanarclj 
a circle. Upper ^oja is fituated farther north -weft j and k 
bounded by the Scherbro, the kingdoms of Holnda oa tU 
north, Silm on the north-weft, and the kingdom of Ec^p>^ 
Bolm on the fouth (B). Barbot affirms, that all the mtditf . 
country, from Cape Monti to Wdcongo, near the river Sietri 
Leona, bears the name of^oja : but we have ventured upoff 
the authority of Dapper, D'Anville^ and the accurate gee^ 
grapher Bolton, to lay it down more fouth-eafV, and b^*^ 
Tiing ^ith Cape Mafurado. ' '•- 

As to the kingdoms of GalaSy Galavey, Hondo, and £i>^ 
row, we know nothing befides their names, and that they 
form a chain behind the maritime provinces from $uo}a to 

• Barbot, p. 83. ubifup. Vide etiam audi, citat. ubi fup. ' 

» 

(B) The reader is to obferve, 5r^^rir^, and another in J?/tf^ 
' ^>at geographers in their charts Bierra Leona ( 1 ) . 
make two Bolms, one on the 
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tile k^dom of Mitcmbo. Thus much travellers infcite tis 
of che kingdom of Calas^ viz. that its capital is called Gald^ 
Faiii ; that the country is filled with towns ,?ind villages, 
IfiOft of which^fland on. the banks of the rirer Majfilagh^ 
The- kingdom of HandQ is divided ii^to four principalities^ Hopde « 
Mqjfilaghy Dedouagh, Dangyrni, and Dandi, whofe viceroyi? powerful 
or princes are appointed by the king of ^aja. They haveJ'^^'- 
all. an equal authority, and pay the fame tribute to their 
fuperior, viz, copper veffels, cloth of ^aqua, from the • 
Ivoiy Coqft, fcarlet cloths made in the country, and fair. .. . .^ 

The two laft kingdoms are Silm, or dim; and Bolm, The 
firft, according to Dapper, is forty miles from the fea. 
Amidil a number of other towns and villages, voyagers take 
Botice of ^mnamora in particular, which contains at leaft 
£Te thoufand families ; the inhabitants having the reputatioa 
of a faithlefs, perfidious people. Eqftern Boim ftands on the 
&:herbrOy and is no more than a province of the former king- 
dom, which is itfelf tributary to the king of j^u^*^^ and he 
figain fubjeft to the emperor of Monou ; fo that her© are 
^(^ees and a fubordination of vaflalage. The town . of Boga^ * 
fit-Begosy is.therefidence of the king; aQd contains about 
IWQ hundred houfes. 

, :-T»E negroes^f the interior countries, as well as thofe on General 
;idie coafts, are libidinous, and much given to venery, which manner^ of 
groktlj abridges their lives, and emafculates them before the theinte^ 
; prime of life. The women, who are no lefs addifted to the "<"' "^ 
I |^(kre$ of fenl^, ufe philtres, potions, and herbs, foppofed &^°^* 
:|o b& poflefled of provocative virtues, in drefling their huC- 
i kmds viftuals. In a word, nature is foon extinguilhcd by the 
JS^erdefire of making it perform a<^ions above its powers. 
Tiu3; is, their greateft vice^ and indeed thf paoft prejudicial ta 
£x:iety of any other : in all other refpedls they are temperate, 
fiodeft, gentle, and fociabl6, to a degree much fuperior to the 
.foaft negroes. They take no delight in iheddinghuman blood; 
i^bition fcldom occafions wars, upon which they never al- 
moft enter, but in felf-defence. Thpy live in the clofeft bonds . ; 

of friendftiip, always ready to fuccour and relieve each others 
diAfeiTes, and remove the flighteft inconveniencies. With a 
friend under misfortunes they will fliare their cloaths, their 
viftuals, and their all; expefting or receiving the fame treatr 
ment from him in their turn. . If a perfon. happens to die 
when bi$ effects are infufficient to bury him, his friends con- . 
tribute tp the expence of his interment, and attend with the 
fame rcfpeft, .and even form., as if he had divided an eftatc 
among them. Among each other ftealing, the common vice 
of negroes, is hardly kndwn here : for,^ by the bene\'Dlence 

of 
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tX. their temper^ h is rendered unneceflSuy^ hdwever, dMf 

^sure lefs fcrupulous with ftrangers; owing chie%,toitefl# 

row minds and felfiihnefs of European merchants, >;riKiU| 

BO idea of the gcnetofity that reigns here. U}xm the w^ " 

one wonld imagine, that writers are deTcribing an Ul 

and a phantom repoblic of the imagination, not a rude 

civilized nation of negroes, whom we tmjaftly term 

sind barbarous. 

Marriagi HERE, as in all other negro nations, polygamy is 

€irm9nU$. and encouraged by law : font whatever be the nundbKr 

Wotoen, the hufband attaches himfelf to one in pari 

who has the government of all the reft, and of all doi 

liifairs. Here flie is diftinguiflied by the name of nu^ 

the marriage ceremony being the fame as in other coa 

^fnih this difierence only, that the biidegnx>m muft 

farily make three nupiial prefents to his intended bride. 

firft, which is called tagh^ ufually confifts of a piece 

toral, or fome glafs trinkets ; the feco^d is caUed ji^^ 

for the moft part Is compofed of pieces iat cloth and 

and the third, called k^ng^ is a fmall chef): or box, 

l^k, in which to depofit her jewels and valuable 

All thefe are proportioned in value to the wealth and 

tion of the bridegroom, and the humour of the bride. ' 

return for this munificence, the father of the lady 

the hufband with two fuits of cloaths, a quiver fiUed 

Arrows, a fword and belt, and three ot four bafkets of 

The care of the male children devolves upon the father, 

t>f the females on the mother : nor do the men much 

the age of their bride, provided fhe bring a handibtne 

don. Here, as on the coaft, they abflain from com 

embraces from the moment a woman is difcovered to 

pregnant K 

^j^l^ Ten days after the child i^ born he has a name 

manner of him ; upon which occafion the father, with all his 

baptizirtg armed with bows and arrows, make a tour round thettwt 

tbildren. or village, finging and bawling out a kind of triuilipiidt 

fong or chorus, which is echoed by all the people they flMt 

in their way, accompanied with inftramental mnfic. * Attt 

this a perfon charged with this ceremony takes theioMt 

out of the mother's arms, and lays him upon |a fhield, phodf 

in the midft of the aflembly, with a bow and arrow la kfe 

hand, then pronouncing a long and laboured difc^durfe % 

'the fpeAators ; which finifhed, he begins another, tdnM 

to the infant, and addref&ng himfelf to him. This whop 

^ Bi^RBOT, ViLLAULT, Dis MxRcii. inloccitat. r» 
9 hantDgflfi 





IflfUQgoe if fl^ad^ up of wifties! for his profperity, that he 
}majf refembk his father, be ioduftrious, faithful^ and hof- 
pitiable as him ; that h^ may be able to build his own houfe, 
MQduiEk his owa affairs, have no inclinatioik for the ivives of 
)ji$ netghbonrs, be affeAionate to his own ; and, laftly, th^l 
^ be neither ^ drqnk^rd, glatton, or fpendthrift. Th^ 
IlKai^i^ being finiihed, he giv«s him a name/ delivers hioi 
Ibto the arms of his mother or nurfe, upon which the aliens 
Ify difperfes, every man to his own home, except a feleft 
ioiftber c^ firieiids, who have an entertainment made for 
Ibem, and fpend the day in mirth and feiliyity. If the child 
jirove a female, the mother or n^rfe carries it to the middlp 
lif the town, where the concourfe is greateft, and there lays 
upon a mat, with a ftick in the hand of the infant* A 
orator is appointed to pronounce the harangue, which 
does 'with prayers, that the child inay inherit all the 
mpliihments of the mother, and, like her, be pof^efled 
all the female and domeftic virtues, fuch as (:haftity, obcsr 
pNiioe to the will of h^ hufbasid, affe^ion for her chUdrei^ 
|0d refolutioB to aid, follow, and fupport her lord in all 
Itoirds, dangers, and difHcyltiies. ~ 

^Th^ eldcft fon inherits all .the effefts and women of his Right ^ 
"^ther, except fmall portions given to the younger fons^ t^^inierii' 
ent th^ being reduced to poverty on his death : but a ^vfc^, 
led man, who dies without male iniie, pafles over his 
laughters to leave his fortune to his nephews. If the whole 
'e line chance to be extinct, thpn the efieAs belong to 
crown, with this reih-idion, that the king provide a 
er to the daughters. 
^^HE chief occupation of the negroes confifls in cultivating 
P& earthy for th^y have no liihing, but what ariies from a 
Jfew rivers ; nor tirade, but in exchanging the produAions of 
nhdr piantations for the fiih and othec commodities of the ^ 
^ttift-negroes. 

p' Thb^ general language of all the inland countries is the Languagti 

^%<94ft; though fevcral provinces have their own particular ««<^ ^'^^^ 

wslb^s,^ which alsioft form a new language. For inflance, 

^f kingdoms of Hondo^ Mendo, Fol^ia, Galas, and Gebbes, 

f(iw» languages all derived from the Tame root as the ^ojan. 

Iff ari|thc;r dialers of it ; but fo. variegated^ that they feem 

^ have- no affinity to each other, or conne;don with the 

^'Poflier tongue. The moft elegant branch is the Folgian, in 

^hich they have coniiderably refined upon the ^ofan, and 

Imned a &iooth^ foft, and vocal language, at the fame time 

^W it is full and expreffive : for this reafon it is called Mew 

^«i which istim^tes the fupcriwty it has over all other 

. . "■ " "■ tongues* 
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'tongues. The negroes of rank pique thcmfelv^ tipOQ hdfc- 

^ ing with elegance, and find a peculiar be»it3F in fimilies^ dt^ 
goriesy and parables, infomuch that the mofl trivial difc0tfMb 
has fomething in it of poetical ornament and dignity. Mft' 
are they indrely ignorant of the fdences, paf^eukurly i^ 

•nomy ; for they know the hour of the night By thcf-fcil? 
and diftinguiOi the middle of it by the fifth fkr in theMI 
of the bull, that appears with the Pleiades^ which thigy^ 
tnenjading. 

Funeral ' The ceremonies of interment in this country refemUft 
cenmonies. general thole we have related of others, but they dififerll 
. fome circumftances. After the body is wafhed they plaoeltll 
an ered pofture, well propt up, and the hair finely decoratA 
They drefs it in its beft cloaths, place a bow and arroWil 
its hands, and in the mean while the friends perfonft a idi ' 
of mock fkirmifti ; after which they fall upon their £M^ 
with their backs turned upon the dead corpfe, and, if^% 
menacing air, draw their bows, and declare vengeance zigA 
any one who dares to afperfe the charafter of -their fffi^ 
of has been acceffary to his death. They ficxt fbrangbfeil 
of their flaves ; recommending it to them diligently to a^arf 
their iriend in the next world ; a barbarous cuflomj wMS 
indicates, that they have fome faint idea of futurity ztA^ 
ther ftate. Before thefe unhappy viftims are ofiercd at'^ 
flirines of fuperftition and ignorance, they feed them with^ 
the delicacies the country affords, and bury Mdth'theoiai 
much food and wine as they believe will laft them doriag 
their journey, advifing them to fecrete no pa^t of it iM 
their mailer. While, on the other fide, all the women, wlw 
have any connexion with the deceafed, throw thcmfeltesJt 
his feet, .repeating the word byttne^ that is, confok ymtji^t 

' vfeep your tears J At length the corpfe is laid upon a fiaA, 
or bier, and carried upon the fiioulders of men to the graft, 
into which are thrown with it the bodies of the facnfi&l" 
«' * flaVes, their mats, bafons, and kitchen *utenfils : oVffthcto 
is thrown a mat, and this is covered with abundance « 
earth, to prevent noxious exhalations firom the putrid hocfiis*' 
The relations build rou'nd the grave a hut, with an iroDl«l 
at the top, to which is fufpended the arms of the deccaWi 
by way of efcutcheon. If the deceafed be a female, inft»i 
of arms all the implements of domeftic induftry are hung op» 
end for fever al months all kind of ptovifions and liquors^ 
brought to the tomb, to nourifh the dec<Eafed' in the «*t 
world, till they have cleared plantations and formed con- 
nexions in a ftrangc country. J '• •/ 

. . It 
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' It is caftomary tp bury all Ahofe belonging to the lame 
^fitnily in one grave, at a fmali diftance from the place where 
slb($y have died; and thefe coemcteries, or burying-places, 
^e commonly chofen in fome deferted village, which they 
^Ibea call Tcmbruoy. They efteem humaii blood too precious 
^fo be fpilt, and therefore ftrangle the flaves deftined for 
l^&crifices. However, Jthis barbarous cuftom begins to wear 
fbut of fafiiion in moft provinces ; and where it is ftill re- 
tained, the parents generally conceal themfelves andchildren^ 
»^poa the lead appearance of danger to the king's life : tho* 
4^eyieldom efcape without a reprimand, and cenfure of in- 
i^ratitude, that^ after having lived on the bread of their lord, 
..they fliould now refufe to die for him. Another cuftom they 
f ftave is, to obfcrve a faft upon the death of a near relation 
}pr intimate friend. In general this faft continues but tea 
4ays, unlefs it be the king, or fome perfon very dear to 
j/them : in which cafe it feldom is prolonged to lefs than a 
^ontfa. Thofe who are bound to keep it, lifting up their 
^jhsinds to heaven, fwear they will not touch rice during that 
^fleriod ; that they will drink nothing but fo much water as a 
I^BTtain veflel, which they ftiew, will hold ; and that they 
^ilL wholly refrain from the nuptial embraces during the 
Lfcriod of their mourning and humiliation : while, on the 
^ther hand, the women vow they will wear no other drefe 
ktbznwhitt paans ; that their hair (hall be ncgleftcd, and the 
f earth their bed as lopg as the faft continues ; at the end of 
teyhich the penitents hold their hands up to heaven, in tefti- ' 
tioaony of their having fulfilled their engagements. 
V No, nation among the negroes abound more with formal Oh/igatdry 
^ceremonies than the ^wians; and the fureft method to^^^^'^^f"*^* 
l^in their efteem is, to mark the tafte of the nation as to 
^^anners : many of them are fuch as do honour to humanity. 
If a woman be accufed of adultery, and no other proof than 
fthe illation pf her huft^and appears, ftie is acquitted upon ^ 
*her oath. She fwears by belli paaro, that (he is innocent; 
"befe^hing that Jpirit to confound her, if (he varies from the 
truth : but if, after the oath is made, ftie be convifted, the 
?.law ordains, that her hufband bring her in the night to a 
^public place, where a council fits to judge her, and pafs 
^nal fentence. Here, after invoking the jannanins, orcer-p^^,v^ 
;tain fpirits, her eyes are coveried, to prevent her feeing thofe ptg„t of 
beings who are to carry her out of the world ; and the di- adulter j. 
minal is left for a while In the belief, that this will certainly 
be her'fate. . When ftie has undergone the moft dreadful 
'apprehenfions* and irkfome fufpenee, the oldcft in council 
•fccgins a folcmn difcourfe, reprcfenting to her the ftiame- 

fuinefs 
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fulnefs of a diforderly loofe life, and threatcajiOfl hsx 
xkt moft cruel punifhment, if Ihe perfift ia it. ^ of a 
den a confufed murmur, which pafles for the voice of ^ 
^jannaninsy is heard over the room, declaring, that hQrci;x|iq^ 
though meriting the moft rigorous chaftifement, will be p^ 
4pned, as ^mg the firft trefpafs ; enjoining certaia mc^^ 
cations and pen^mces, and recommending fo auftere a chaffigg 
that fh(S will not takdm male child in her arms, ot touch 
doaths of a man. Hitherto the ^ojans are perfuadiCd^ tteg' 
fear and fhame are punifhments adequate to the ofieace : ||||; 
if ihe fall under the^fame cenfure a fecpnd time, and thie 
fumptions be clear, the bellimo, or high prieft, witkodui 
his faggonoeSf or minifters, attended by prop^f ofgcerSj^ §|> 
early to her houfe, making a prodigious noife with a kia4q| 
tattles. They feize her, and bring her to the court, ^hligji 
ing her to make three tours round the market-place, atte^dflf 
by the fame' noife and inftruments, and all thofb of tblr 
fociety of belli being admitted evidences of what hafpea|j( 
Then, without hearing her defence, or promiifs of refbnMh 
tion, they condufl her to a wood, facred to the jannaufh^k 
from which moment (he is never again heard of, oor a|i9^ 
people permitted ever to mention her name. The s$gnHl 
believe, that ihe is carried out of the world hyxhcjannamfH^ 
but Barbot fuppofes, with great probability, that ihe ist£|| 
to death in the woodt &nd her body interred ia the W^ 
fecret manner. . 

Tryalhy When a man is accufed of murder or theft, w|(tKX|b 

bellimo, proofs fufEcient to convl£l him,/ he is condemned to tl)e ti|^: 

era kind of hy bMmo, which is a compofition of certain herbs and l>^kf^ 

furgation. of trees,, which they oblige the accufed to hold in hishaodli 

fully perfuaded, that, if he be guilty, blifters wull imfiiefei 

ately rife upon the ikin. Sometimes iliQ bellimei qooiiildJ^* 

obUging the accufed to fwallow a large glafs of a llqQOiir 

compofed from the bark of the neno and quoni^ tree« M^hti^ 

the negroes believe to be virulently poifonous. $ Thofe wh^ 

cpnfcieaces are clear rejeA it immediately by vomit, a^d;^ 

deemed thcf more pure for this tryal of their ini)ocence;> ,]|a)K 

^ - the guilty fhew a froth about the mouth, and are a^opjr 

ingly^udged worthy of death. Thus conviSed, the criQSn 

. nal. is carried off to a fecret grove, far removed fi:om aU hjK 

bications, and there fuflei? capital puniibjoaent. Hp is-p]^<^ 

upon his knees, his head is ciito^, and fti\ck upoaa j^ineltsir} 

after which his body is fevered into four quarters aad feo( 

to his women, or rather given to them, for they gencpraQf 

a/Tift at the execution, to receive and burn the laft remaiof . 

of the deceafed. The friends boil the head, Dp the hrotb^ 

and 
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'9tni nail up ihc jaw bone, in teftimony of their having dif- 
chsrgtd. their duty : a horrid cuftom, totalJy inconfifteflt 
■%ith the other manners of this fenfible people. 
- They dckhowleg© One Supreme Being, the Creator ofReligisfii 
^ fhiiigs \ bttt their ideas are too* exalted to admit of a 
^4dinition, of even a defcriptidh of the attributes of this 
3eing, whom they call Kann&. However, they attribute to 
Km infinite power, infinite knowlege, and ubiquity, of that 
dfiiverfality and immenfity of nature which makes him every- 
!%hcre prefent : but they are not agreed about his eternity 5 
f|bin^ affirming, that he will be fucceeded by another being, 
%h6 puniihes vice and rewards virtue. They believe, that 
Fthe dead are converted into fj^rits, whom they calljannamns^ 
'tSr proteftors; their bufinefs being to guard their parents 
'SasA antient friends. A negro who fiies from any danget 
Entries to the tomb of his patron fpirit : if he efcsipes, it is 
flittiibuted to bis interpofition ; in acknowlegement for which 
!!» fecrifices a cow, rice, and palm^ wine, a5 an offering, in 
Iprefe^ce of the living friends of the janttanin^ who celebratfe 
ijihe cccafidn with Tinging and dancing round the tomb. Tht 
\ji^iofiins Pfho have received any injury fly to the groves,, the 
fibppbfed rcfidence of the jannanins, and there pour out their 
'dS^kints, and befeech, that the jannanins will either them- 
iftlves affift in avenging them, or mediate with the Kanm. 
^' all emergencies and difficulties they have recourfe to the 
^bme fupport, as well as in all enquiries coircefniiig futurb 
^S^tents. For inftance, if no European veflel irrives tpon th6 
feaft (for this affefts them as much as it does the mari- 
jiftfee ncijgrofes) they interrogate the jannanians about the 
l^ttilrfe of their jftay, when th^y will arrive, and whether they 
'lirfe'richly laden ? In a word, their v^ration for the fpirits 
IStf the deceafed is extremte ; they neither eat nor drink with- 
IJMtt firft tafting iii honour of tkc jarinanin. The king himfelf 
l-fe as mtrch addifted^ to this fu{)erftition as the meariefl:. fub- 
I jiSft ; and tHe whole nation harbours the deepeft ven^ratioA 
fbtiiieKannb ; though the jdnnahins alone are publicly wor-* 
tapped. Every Village has a facred gr6ve fet apart for theif 
t^rihi]^; to which, in -the feafons d*' the year, great quan- 
'titfes of-provifidns are brought. Here it is that p^rfoirSr 
Eibouring uhdttknj afiliftion implore th^ aid of the janna- 
iHil/; and hither \iromen, children, an'ciflaves, are prohibited 
*o «nttr ; a ti^efpafs of this nature paffing for the moft abo- 
liunjible facrifegfe, -vvhich they fuppdfe will immediately h€ 
fBmfh6d by the fpirits in ai manner tht nioft exemplary and 
tegkal^ 

^ finitoitH CdHea. t. v, 1. 9, c: i . Btiaim torn, it, ad fitr. 
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Nou do the ^ttajans believe lefs firmly in the 
^nd forcerers thaa in fpirits. ' Thefc they xmagine to be. 
▼eterate enemies to mankindy poifooers and fiickers of hr- 
blood ; for which reafoQ they call them fava manifin, y 
expreflcs their malicious na&re. They alTo believe io 
reality ol other enchanters, whcnn they ftile billis ; thefe 
are perfuaded'have a power over the feafons, and caa 
ward or intirely flop the growth of rice. ThoTe whQ| 
dulge melanchciy, and leave fociety from fome fudden £ 
defpair, are taught, they' imagine, by the /ava^ or deni, 
qualities a( herbs and roots pofTefled of enchanting v' 
fixmi this malignant fpirit dhey learn certain incr^ 
gefticulations, grimaces, and the power of hurting 
imperceptibly* Death is the infallible punidiment <^ 
are accufed of this diabolical art ; and the &iallefl fi 
of living in a manner different from other people, is 
fed as proof and dear evidence. 

The ^ofans never pafs through a wood without 
]>any, dreading to meet with a billi, bufied in culling [ 
and herbs; and they generally forti^ them&lves wi 
charm againft the fava and alt his micuflers. But it 
be endle» to recite all their abfurd fuperilitions, £>-£ 
a piece with then- esiceUent civi) policy, and ocherwiJEe 
«nderAandings. 

' Among the negtoes of the interior kingdoms of 
Lemay it is ufual, upon Ibfpidon of a vioknt death, 
waih the body before it is examined. They then b^in 
inqueft, by making a bundle of fhreds of the decc 
cloatfas, the pairings of his nails^ and kcks^ of his 
fpcinkling it with powder of mammon^ or pulverized^ 
The bundle is tied .to the bier, wiuch is carried by two 
groes to the moft public part of the town, while th& 
priefts, who precede it, ilrike their hatchets, which they 
in their hands, againft each other, interrogating the 4 
wher^when, and in what manner, itwasdeprivedof life, 
the fpkit of the deceafed, oxjannaniny has, I^ certain 
mentis, imperceptible but to prieftly eyes, di(cov«red, thai; 
tckefava manifin he owed his death, the prieft then eoquj 
whether the forcerer be male or female i This queffion 
ing anfwered by the fame invifible iigns, which thofe 
rafcals interpret as their fpleen, hati-ed, paffioa, or 
direft, they repair immediately to the hoi|fe of the i 
fi&ze him, bind him, and drag him before the corp&^ m 
condesoined upon the accufatioii of the J}irit, If he deii 
the charge, thcquoni, or bitter draught, is adminiftered, and i 
after drinking three large cupfuUsj, he voouts^ be is acquitted ; 

but 
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bat if boly a froth appears at his mouthy he is deliva^ to 
punKhment upon the fpot;' his body is burnt, and the 
tthes' thrown into the river : from which fate neither his 
{lower nor his wealth can fave him, there being no diilinflion 
U rafUb, or nutigation of the law by favour, in cafes of 
ifcorcery. 

^ Although no author affirms that the natives of thefe 
countries worfhip the fun or moon, yet it is cuftomary to 
|iave a holiday and recefs from labour on the approach of 
the new moon. This cuftom is chiefly obferved in country 
villages ; and Grangers are rigidly prohibited from mbdi^ 
themfelves with the people during the celebration of thete 
orgies. The reafon they aiSgn for this praAice is ftill more 
JMiculous than the cuftom itfelf : they fay, that the firft day 
of the moon bdng a bloody day, their rice would change to 
a red colour^ we;re th^ to negleft thefe ceremonies. Barbot 
idatcs two other fuperftitious ceremonies, no lefs abfurd 
the former, and equally obferved by the negroes of 
^^, Hondpf Monou^ Gebbcy SeftoSj Bolm, and Silm ^. In 

thofe places there is cftaiblUhed a fociety or feft called Of find" 
%f&y which is properly a fchool or feminary for the educa- nariesfor 
p9Q of children, renewable every twenty-fifth year by order '^' '*• 
'the king, who is vifitor or fuperior of the college. Here-^'*^'**^ 
e young men learn .to dance, to fight, fiih, hunt, and abovc^^ 
to chant a certain hymn, which, in the language of the coi- 
, they call bellidong, or the praifes of belli. Thefe fongs 
only of a repetition of the fame lewd expreifions^ 
reed by the moft indecent and lafcivious poflures. When 
young degro becomes an adept, and perfd^ly inflruded in 
lefTod, then he is raifed to the rank of an aflfociate or fd- 
of the college, which renders him qualified for all em- 
ments, fpiritual and temporal, and entitles him to a. 
ber of imjjortant privileges : but the j^^/jf/w, or dunces, 
have dther not been admitted into the fociety, or were 
pable of infbuftion, are by an eflablifhed law excluded 
aU public offices, and places of truft* and profit : an 
jde we fhould gladly fee followed in our own country. 
The feat of this' inftruftive foundation is chofen in a thick 
^Wod of palm trees, including a compafs of nine or tea 
Wles, in which they build huts, and clear plantations, for 
the fupport of the fcholars. When perfons of fortune fend 
fteir children to this feminary, proclamation is made, fhrift- 
!ly forbidding all females to approach the iacred grove, during 
^ whole courfe of their education, which takes up the term of 

J Baebot, p.98. , 

S a five 



260 



I ( 



ne Hijiory of the Interior CountrUs. B. XVI 

five years ; aad, to render this prohibition the more effc 
girls are taaght from their infancy to believe, that, if 
violate fo facred a Uw, the bellis will deftroy them ^th 
inoft excruciating torments. 

' The faggonaSf who are the elders of this feft, hzvt 
royal commiffion to prefide over this eftabliftiment ; and 
mediately upon catering their offices, declare publicly to dn 
pupils the laws and regulations of the community, 
the penalties annexed to their violation. The firft law h 
rigid prohibition from paffing the bounds of the eollege, 
converfing but with the ftudents, during the coorfe of 
exercifes ; and as thefe are known by peculiar mark9 o 
their bodies, no excufe is adn^itted in palliation of 
offence. This mark is made extremely viiiblc, bdng* 
other than cicatrices raifed from the ear to the fhoi 
by ignited iron inlbuments: a painful operation, 
aU ftudents are forced to undergo, before they are 
matriculated ; alter which they have a new name im 
as if by -entering this fchool of wifdom they became 
rated.' During their refidence in this laborious retreat 
go intiiely naked, are fed by thtir faggonas, or tutors, 
prefents are frequently brought by their friends and rd 
who are notwithftanding denied the privilege of convi 
with them. On the day appointed forfinifhing their fhn 
they are condufted to a little town, built on purpofe by 
king, at fome diftance from the frontiers of minerva*s f 
where they receive the vifits of their relations of both 
Here are ail the conveniencies (or bathing, anointiag, 
performing the other exercifes of the focicty: but 
retreat, like European colleges, is fo far from poKihing 
manners, that they quit it the rudeft and moft learned rf 
people. 

After a few days are beftowed by their parents in fi' 
them to the manners of the world, and refining their 
riofs, they are prefented with cloaths, and the drefs of 
nation, their necks being adorned with ghfs beads aod 
pards teeth, as a difUuftion of their fupcrior education, 
legs charged with copper rings and bells, and their 
covered with a cap of ofier, which falls down over 
brow. With thefe marks of wifdom, and a paan, std 
with plumes of feathers, they are conduced pubBcly to 
. Idng's palace, where they are ranged in order, amidft ' 
rounding crowds of fpeSators, efpecially women, v^ho & 
from all quarters to gratify their curiofity.' The firft *' 
done by the young ftudents is, to uncover their heads, a 
let their hair down loofe about their ear^ ; a ceremony v'^' 
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W( imagine mijll: prove a little difficult to a wooly head y 

|£is they do with great folemnity, to aflbrd. the fpefta tors an 

fcrtunity of examining their figure, and afterwards repeat 

after another the hymn and dance taught them at col- 

forthe occaiion. Thofc who do not acquit themfelves 

oidy are rallied on all hands by the women, who cry out, 

tthey have wafted their time in eating rice — Fruges con* 

tre nati. The dance being finiftied, e^Lch/aggona calls 

is own pupil, and delivers him over to his parents, acquaint- 

them with the name he had given him upon entering th«. 

pcdl^. 

As to the fe//i, fo highly revered among negroes, that 
Ms denominated this fe^, it is^ a creature formed by the 
toads of the high prieft from the bellimo, being fometimes of 
pne figure, fometimes of another, juft as caprice and accident 
fctermine. . It is inconceivable the impreffion this fubftance 
|Dake§ upon the minds of the negroes, who hold it a« facred, 
d believe tliat the mpft terrible judgment will fall upon 
'hoeyer iswaatmg in the moft profound veneration to the 
; yet they imagine, that the belli muft derive his au- 
ity from the king, without which he has no power of 
fMufhment : . fo that even fuperftition itfelf is here dependent 
civil policy, and the moft unruly paffion of the mind re- 
to the ilandard of government. It is, up6n the whole, 
more than a cheat, invented by the king and the pricft- 
, to contain the people within the bounds of their duty : 
y have been for ages taught to regard the bellimo as an 
athomable myftery, and thisdoftrine being implanted ia 
ir tender infancy, takes root, and acquires proportionable 
gth as they ^row up : the whole intention being fim-^ 
y this, to fubjeft the people to the pricfthood, and then\ 
ain to the throne. 

K'The other fociety we mentioned is a female inftitution, 7hefcb§o^ 
jriich had its firft rife in the kingdom of Coulla. At a tvaitforyMn^ 
^pointed by the king, a number of little huts are built in ^^^'w- 
jthe middle of a remote wood, for the reception of girls and 
^ODg women, who chufe to be initiated in the myfteries of 
l^e fociety. The fifterhood is diftinguiftied by the appella- 
Iba. of fandi'fimodifirWy or the daughters of Jandi\ Whei\, 
fee fociety firft mecft, the foguilliy or lady abhefs^ that is, an 
intient matron of diftin^ion, exprefsly commiflioned by the 
king^ to prefide over this nunnery, enters upon the office! 
With a feftival and entertainment which fhe gives to the 
foung ladies herfcholars, called fandi'lati. Hereftie exhorts^ 
ihcm to a compliance with thelawsof the fifterhood, toapcr-*- 
i& harmony among th(?mfelves; and Iaboui:s to conciliate then^ 



to this ihort recefs of four mctnty firota the world, 
this they (have thar heads, throw ofF their doadis, ^bA. 
main naked daring their abode in' this ieminaty of 
They are carried to a rivulet within the prednfis 
abbey, if we may fo call it, where they are waflsed, ai 
and drcumcifed, by cutting off the clitoris ; an o] 
extremdy painful/ but (bon oyer, and ea£Iy healed, 
ftudies confift in leamii^ to dance, and fing tlioie 
called fundi, which are equally indecent^ both in the 
and poftures, with thofe taught the boys in the male 
They are denied the vifits of all men, and eVen the 
who enter the bounds- are firfl ftripped naked* > -Wheo 
term of their noviciate is expired, the parents fend them 
(£ fcarlet cloth, glafs necklaces, copper rings, and 
with other female ornaments, which theyfnatch 
Thus equipped, they range themfelves in order, and 
to the royal palace, preceded by the matron ; the ii 
bitants of whole provinces aflembUng to behold thesL- 
lady abbefs alooc fits idle, while the g^ls frifk it a^ 
dance and fing merrily to the found of a tabor ; aftciif 
they are remitted to thdr feveral families, with 9fi 
proportioned to their merit, and the profkien^y tfaej 
made/ ■ «• ' v ; , ■. ':•;,•■<■.•."■ '• > > 

Before we clofe our account of the manners of 
nations we fhall obferve, thattf the j^^*<z»j maintains i 
authority over the exteniive and potent' kingdott^ ^ 
Bolflty &c. it is by the fame wife policy by which the 
peror of Monou preferves- his power over the F^ 
^(yans, and all that country from -Jiio Seftos to tMs of !« 
Of thi Leona, Their councils arc coit^fed of the old^, 
piicy and and mofl experienced men of the nation ; their govc 
&^^^' is mild, and the diflribution of juftice fimple and cqait 
Qoo'a ^'^^ imprefs a high opinion of then- power, thcynewr 
vc^J^'is. mit the northern nations to traverfe their country in 
" * way to the eaflern parts, near thofe 6f the eafl in tbdfj 
tiey to the wefl.' ' This rule, invariably adhered to,' 
to them the chief fhare of all the commerce with tte 
they 'maintain faftors, agents, and even ambafladors at 
bouring courts, to traufaft the af&irs of trade, aad,»j 
word, conduft a regular fjflem of policy and 
through every part-dF the conflitution, which is as 
modelled as prudently managed* • . j 

Althoijf^h the 4-tt^'iW2i are dependent and tribatwyj 
the FolgianSy yet that fnrince gives the king of ^ug» 
name of dandetghs^ the fame which he himfdf has item 
emperor of Mmou \ and the king of ^(^a permits it \^ 
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tern to the monarchs of Sibn and Bobn^ who pay him joft the 
IfUBe fi^bmi^QQ that his foperior exaAs. The title ii dem^ 
pikgi is conferred with fome very magmfijcent ceremoi^. 
Vfhen tl^ ]d]|g of ^oja is inftalled by the king of Folgia^ 
pe proftrates himfelf on the ground, \n which fituation he re- 
biainrtiU die other mooafch lias Iprinkled a handful of earth 

61 over his body/ ^nd aflced him what title he chufes to bear, 
Then he has m^di^ his anfwer, it is proclaimed by an herald, ' 
ia a loud voice, repeated by the king of Fclgia^ and echoed 
y the joyful and numerous aflembly of fpeftators. The 
w dandagh is then dcfired to r}ff, and the king of Folgia, 
Mtfa his own hands; invefts him with the (word of ftate, a 
quiver upon his li^ft ihoulder, a bow in one hand aiyl arrowy 
^ the ptber ; fignifying thereby the obligaticHi h^ is under 
of defending, with all his might, the dominions Mdth which 
iie is entruifakl. The ceremony is concluded by his doing 
lomage to his fuperior, which confifts in n^aking him fome 

r^fents of cloth, kitchen utenfils, and tab}e furniture. 
I- The dandaghs are abfolute within xhs^ domipions^ and 0/ their 
ous to an extreme of their prerogative ; which, however, I>aii. 
only defimd agalnft the enaoachnicnts of ^he people, da^hs, 
hilc they never fcruple fubmiffioa to a ftiperi9r dandagh^ 
A great part of his ftate confifts yx the number, of his wo- 
CD, brought to h(m from diftant countries. When h^ 
$ in public, he is feated, leaning upon a fliield, which 
is fubje^s call koreda ; importing, that he is the defender 
his domsuns, th,e leader of bis armies, and ther proteAor 
his own pj^le, ^nd alfo of all opprefled nations . If any 
d, accufed of mal-adminiffratipn, h flow in appearing to ^ 
^wcr to^ the charge* agpinfl^ him, the dandagh fends his 
'^, accompanied by two, drummers., who never ceafe, 
ting at the offender's door till he confcats to pay his fub- 
' ft,. auAgo along with thcm^ ^, he be admitted to an 
dience of ttisdatidagh, he proftrates himfelf oa the ground, 
■^ers his h«ui with dufl, afks pardon for his fault, with' 
mofl humble refpeft, and acknowleges himfelf unworthy, 
the proteftion of the koreda^ or of th^ cojintenanccof fa^ 
li a prince. 

• When a fubjeft,dema|i^ an audience, of ^dafidagl^ he Forms of 
^^pn§ by making prefents tothe chief women, of the feraglio, «« ««- 
fo, carry them, to the prince, apd folicit that he will ^''«^f * 
|radoufty permit, fuch a nobleman to enter his pj;efence, and 
^jroftrate himfelf before him. • If hi? majef^y coi^fents, the. 
Ifrcfents are accepted, and the vifiter introduced ; otherwife 
%^ are returned with all poffible tendemefs and gentility, 
'fiQ flie pctttioocr retires without prefuming agiain to ap- 
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proach the palace, till he has made his peace with fhe kiBgJ 

Nor is this a matter of difficulty in flight oflences ; the c*'' 

prit is introduced with the fame ceremonies, he makes 

fubmiflion, and meets with a kind recepdoa ; .but maj€ 

does not eafily forget grofs affronts or heinous trefpa( 

When the offender has obtained his pardon, and leave to a; 

proach the monarch, he advances ilowly towards him, with) 

profound reverence, and low inclination of .his body ; wl 

he comes before the mat on which his majefty is feated, 

falls upon his knees, and kiffes the king's hand, extended 

that purpofe, refpeftfully pronouncing the word damLigh\ 

upon which the king caUs out numacU, I forgive you, a 

orders him to fit down upon a ftool or mat placed at* a lit 

diflance, if he happens to be a pcrfon of high rank -or: 

foreigner, otherwise he flands all the while be is in his 

jetty's prefence. 

Ceremonies WHEN a foreign amballador propofes coming to court, 

Attending ^ops on the frontiers of the kingdom, and fends a gentlen 

thearri'val ^f j^jg xx2\n, with notice of his approach;. upon which a nobl 

^^^^Cf'-S'" naan is immediately difpatched to welcome him, and ia " 

^ . r ' mean while preparations are making for his reception. 

the day appointed, he makes his public eritry, attended 

a great number /)f officers and guards, all drefled in 

richefl manner of their country, a bow in their hands, 

a quiver well flocked with arrows flung over their fhouHc 

This proceflion is made amidft the found of warlike ii 

ments, and thoufands of people flapping and dancing t^ 

time of the mufic. On their arrival at the royal palace, 

ambaflador is received between two lines of the. dandagl 

body guards, fully accoutred and new cloathed for the 

cafion,. along which he pafles to the chamber of audience. 

his excellency happens to.be feiit from the monarch of Fol^ 

then his attendants are permitted the vaft privilege of 

ing between the lines of the life-guards ; but this honoaral 

idiflinftionis denied to all other nations by his ^qfanmaji 

When the dance is finifhed, the whole retinue enter 

audience chamber, and are. allowed the honour of kii&i^ 

ground before the king ; after which, they approach thej&j 

mora, or throne, while the amBaflador, turning his badcu] 

the king, bends his bow, falls upon his knee^ and by 

menacing poflure, intimates his inclinations to defend 

majefly againfl: all his enemies. . .While this ceremony 

his retinue {ing and dance tafome fongs compofed in hoi 

pf the king, and the ^ojans return the compliment, by rj 

citing fcraps of poetry in praife of. the ambafTador and 

p^iaftpjr. In tliis ceremony, which is called pohfomnah^ 
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moft flattering and complimentary expreffions are repeated £> 
frequently, that the ear is fatigued with the repetition of the , 

words, kemneSf Mle, machang, which is all that authors 
give us. of their language, although they pretend to call it 
energcdc and full. 

« The mutual eulogies being ended, the amhaflador (ends 
the principal perfon in his train to proftrate himfelf before 
Ae king, his own character exemptihg him from that Tub- 
ihifGon, and during this new fcene the dances go on. ' All 
of a fudden the ambaflador commands filence, and begins to 
pronounce his harangue, . which the royal interpreter ex- 
plains word by word. If the dLfcourfc relates to matters dE 
i^ate, it is referred to the king's, council ; otherwife an im- 
mediate anf\ver is' given, and his excellency is conduced to 
flic apartments provided for him. Then the officers of the 
houftiold bring into. the king's prefence the merchandize in- 
tended s^s prefents to the foreign minifter, explaining each 
.article, and the reafons of their having made choice of it. , 
^t night a number of fervants flock to the houfe of the mi- 
nifter to offer their afliftance in providing neceflaries, and 
^rendering his fitu^tioii commodious;' and laft of all the king's 
women, cloathcd in theif'richefl: habits, attend him with plates 
of rice, and the mod delicate foods that the country affords; 
^e king after fupper fending him large quantities of palm- 
wine, and prefents to his mafter, which confift generally, of 
large veflels and di(hes of copper. We have dwelt the longer 
tipon this ceremony, as it marks the politenefs of thofe 
tintutored negroes, and efpecially the dignity annexed to the 
<;harafter' and funftion of a king. We fliall now proceed 
to a brief recital of the conquefts of the powerful kingdoms 
of Karrorw and Folgia *. 

While the former inhabited the banks of Rio Junco and 0/ the 
Aguida, they were engaged in perpetual difputes with th^w conqtieps 
neighbours the F(9/^w«j, which at length terminated in zxL^ndmjart 
open rutpure between the two nations. The Folgians being ?^^^^'*^* 
defeated in feveral battles, and greatly , weakened by their ^^^ 
Ibflcs, had recourfe to the art of a famous forcerer, called ^p ^ 
JakehnOy who advifed them to throw boiled fifh, with their ^-L ^ " 
. ^ales, into a Tank or pond belonging to the enemy. It was a 
tradition of very ancient date amongft the ^^irrc^-u^j, that their 
firft anceftor dropt down from heaven in one of thefe baths ; 
they therefore made offerings to the pond, and the fifli it 
coatained ; but being ftridlly forbid by a law, almoft as 
ancient as the tradition itfelf, to eat fifh either boiled or with 
^he fcales, they believed the pond profaned by this aft of the 
'- ' • . * Vid. audi, citat. 

■ • £olgians : 
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tolgians : difbifions and dvil difcord fprang up among them; 
and the Folgians fdzing the opportunity, when every diiog 
was in coimiiioay and the enemy were; weakened by their 
civil war$y attacked and defeated them^ (lew^hdr kingy and 
obliged his foa with all his fubjeAs to fubmit to their yoke. 
But the Folgians conceiving a great e(leem for the bravery d 
Ihe KarrawSf treated them more upon the footing of affies, 
than of a conquered people. Flanfire the Folgian monarch, 
married fVavaila, fitter tQ Flomkerri^ the young king of 
Karrow^ leaving bis tKOther-in-law in pofTeiiion of his ascieat 
(clominions. 

About this time the ^uahi, a people bordering cm the 
iio Sefios, attacked the Folgians^ when Flonikern, hailing. to 
defenc^ his ally, obtained a i^ai viSrory over the enemy, 
add. returned home after having made an abfolute conqu«ft 
pf the country of $uabL During this w^r, Medino emperor 
qf Monou, to whom the Folgians were tributary,, died, not 
without fufpicipn of pqifon ; Manimaffa his brpdici:, ac^ 
cufed ci having been an accomplice \n itj was forced to 
drink the quoni. He jullified himfelf by taking the drendi; 
but being odious to the nation h^ could not obtain his rights 
nor eftal}iUh himfelf in the throne of his brother : befides, 
the MonouanSj not contented with the trial by quoniy deter- 
mined to confult the forcerers/ Manimaffa inccnfed at this 
{iefli indignity, after declarxtig that he was no longer able to 
fupport it, quitted the country, attended by thejanhamns or 
fpints of fome deceaied friends, taking his rout northward. 
Arriving in the kingdom "of Gala^ which was at that time 
without a king, he foon obtained fuch a degr^ of credit by 
his prudence, equanimity, and gentle difpofition, that be 
was unanimoufly raifed to the throne. However, the relpcft 
of this fimple people was of fo ftiort duration, that Mam- 
maffa quitting the kingdom, went to the court cf Folgta; he 
having formerly married the king's fiftei;. Flanfire warmly 
efpoufed his intereft, and fent an army under the ccxiduft of 
the brave Flonikerri his ally and brother, who foon fubducd 
the GalanSy and firmly eftablifhed Manimajffa on the throne. 
Fesia, the nephew of Flonikerri^ talking to his unde^ 
about the beauty of the, country of "^ey Renkonui, or Ca^e' 
Monte, whither he had made a journey, raifed a defire in the 
king to attempt its conqueft. The nephew furnifhing. him 
with fufficient lights t© judge that this would, be a matter of- 
no great difficulty, Flonikerri, whofe foul was equally am- 
^ bitious and great, confulted his brother-in-law, the Folgian 
monarch, upon the fubjcft, and procured his aflfent, after 
yf2ixm debates in the council. He was foon at the head of 



in zrmjf and joined by a body oi Folgians^ with whom he 
ifflinedis^tely bqgan his march towards the fouth of Cape MonU 
and the village Tomii, conquering this, and with it the whole 
country, in mc fpace of a few days, and as foon as he couldi 
travcrfe it. The vanquifticd appeared before him with their 
lieads covered, which is a mark of the*deepeft fubmiilion here, 
ind proikatied themfelves beforethe conqueror, acknowleging 
his power, paying their homagie, s\nd praying his clemency. 
Fbmikerri granting them their lives and lit^ty, contented / 
himfelf with erefting a monument of his conqueft, and en- 
tered into an alBance with them, which was confirmed by 
the following extraordinary ceremony. The conquered taking 
the blood df a number of fowls, killed in their prefence, 
fprinkkd it on the earth between the two parties \ then boil* 
mg the fowls, they eat th^ flefii all but the legs, which they 
gave to Fhnikerri as a pledge of their fidelity ; and to be 
ihewn them upon all occaiions, whenever they appeared de> 
iidetit id their duty, or relaxed in their engagements. 
^ ' FloHirerri's ambition being rather fired than gradfie4 
with the number of his conquefts, meditated frelh projeAs, 
more extenfive'thati any of the former ; but fcarce had the 
people of Cape Mount began to tafte the fweets of their new 
alliance with their conqueror, but Miminiko, forgetting his * 
fither's obligations to Flonikerri, marched againft him with a 
powerful army, and aiCfted by the alliance of two potent na« 
tionsV who began to dread the growing power of fo ambitious 
a prince. \ Mminiko was the fon of Manimajfa^ eftabliihed 
on the dirone of Galas by the bravery of Fhnikerri : but liow 
ambition; jealoufy, and the dread of being eclipfed in flory 
l^y this hero,' pufhed him on to' the ruin of his benefaftor^ 
His troops were fo nunierous, that the Karr<yu/ans gave way^ 
Fhnikerri alone maintaining^ his ground. This brave prince 
drew a cirle witb the point of his fword, within which he 
fell upon his knee, and vowed that there he would either 
conquer or die^ His defence was long and obftinate, though 
iupported but by' a few of his guards, whom (hame had 
brought back to thelr'duty;- bdt covered at length with ar* 
Tbws aod darts, 'he failed in ftrength, tho* nothing abated 
in courage, and breathed ' out his laft upon that ^t ; an 
eternal monument of his noble perfeverance in that courfe of 
glory in which h^ had ever lived. Itis death was a fpur to 
Sie courage of a nation accuflomed to conquer; the A^ir- 
r&wans rallied, returned to the charge, and fought with 
fuch fury, that the enemy was foon difcomfited, and forced 
to yield up the viAory, with prodigious flaughter, and the 
yyb of many thoufsind prifoners. 
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EiLLiMANzo, the brother of the gallant Flonik^rri,- foc- 
ceeding him in commandy purfued the viAory^ attacked the 
the enemy a fecond time in their camp, defeated and purfued 
them to Pay MonUj which they left to be piHaged by the 
victorious Karrowans. At length advancing to ^oja Momi 
on the banks of the river Maguiba, or Rio Novo, he received 
the fubmi$on and homage of the vanqui(hed army and 
nation. Thus the KarrowanSy affifted by the FolgianSy ex- 
tended their conquefts over all the neighbouring ftates, and 
rendered their name famous, and arms formidable, among all 
the nations weft of Guiney. What deferves notice in all thefe 
wars is, thaj no fooner was a people conquered by another 
nation, than inftead of being made flaves, they were taken 
into the ftri£left alliance with the conquerors ; their ambicioa 
rofe with their defeat, and they themfelves became the 
conqiie^ors of other nations. This appears further in the 
conduft of KiUimanzOy who had no fooner received the 
homage of Miminiko, than he made him his ally, and the in- 
ftrument of frefti conquefts. With him he marched towards- 
the river Magualbari or GallinaSy and fubdued the ^illigof, 
retiring after fo many glorious fuccefles to his palace ^t 
Tombiy where he died loaded with glory, but not without 
ftrong fufpicions of his having been poifoned. 

His eldeft fon, who was called Flanfire^ mounted the 
throne, under the tuition of his uncle Gemmah, by -the 
father's fide, who was charged with the adminiftratioa 
during the minority of the young prince his nephew. Flan^ 
JirCy inheriting the courage of his anceftors, had fcarcely 
arrived at the age of manhood, when he meditated fchemes 
for enlarging bis dominions by new conquefts, which fhould 
raife his glory, in proportion as they augmented his power. 
Putting himfelf at the head of his army, he pafled tlie river 
Magudlbarif and fubdued all the nations weft of it, as 
far asi the river Sierra Leonay obliging them in an incredibly 
Ihort time to receive the yoke, and grai^ting a co.^^niffion to 
his uncle Gemmah, to reign over thofe provinces. Another 
of his lieutenants he made governor of the countries upon the 
river Scherbro ; this man's name was Selbare, and from him 
the river bears that name, though by corruption called 
Scherbro. Sitre, another oflBcer of rant, was made viceroy 
of thofe nations bordering on the. river Magualbari; and 
having thus fettled his conquefts, Flanjire returned to hi» 
pi^lace at Tombi, where he lived long in peace and glory. 
But while he was thus enjoying his felicity, he received ad- 
yicc that his uncle was driven out of his dominions at Sierra^ 
Leqna, by Dogo Fa/ma, king of Po^o, in th^ country of Jfon^J . 
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and forced to retreat to a ftrong hold in the ifland of Banana. 
This infulc roufed the wardor, and he inftantly gave orders 
fo the nobles of the province of Bolm to aflemble all the 
forces of the country, and rendezvous at a place where he' 
appointed to meet them. In the mean while he had private 
intelligence of a confpiracy formed againft him by his brother, 
to which he gave fo little attention, that, proceeding in his 
defign, he committed the government of the kingdom in 
his abfence to that very brother, taking with him his font 
F^mHre, afterwards king of ^oja. This was a raffi ftep; 
but he relied upon gaining over the afFeftions of his brother 
by his generofity, and the confidence he repofcd in him, 
without reflefting that fuch is the malignity of fome hearts, 
that heaping favours upon them is only adding fuel to their 
rancour, and nourifliing thofe weeds of jealoufy and envy, 
which can never be rooted out of the bofom in which they 
are indigenous, and the fpontaneous growth. Flanfire faw, • 
that the levies of Bolm went on but flowly ; and though he 
had difcernment enough X.Q difcover the caufes, yet a mif- 
taken policy made him wink at them, and fet out on his 
expedition, fupported only by his courage and a handful of 
troops. His firft meafure was to pafs in canoes to the ifland 
of Banana^ where he joined his uncle, and coUefted fiis 
fcattercd forces, with which he ' proceeded direftly agaijift 
Dogo Fahna, 

This man had been one of the moft powerful lords of^th« 
kingdom of Hondo ; but being difcovered in an intrigue with, 
one of the king's women, his majefty, inftead of punifhlng 
him hi the ufual manner by a fine, ordered his ears to be 
cut oJfF, and himfelf baniflied. In this fituatibn he remained 
fome years, till the king's indignation wore off, and he had 
found means to make his peace ; upon which he returned to 
court. Inftead, however, of trying to regain his matter's 
efteem by afts of fubmiffion and obedience, he more and 
more irritated him by frefh offences. One day he had th« 
prcfumption to tell the king, that the punifhment he had un- 
dergone having rendered him ridiculous and contemptibl« ' 
in the eyes of the court, he ought to infift thataE perfon$ 
guilty of the fame crime ftiould be puniflied in a fimnar 
manner ; and that unlefs this was done, he had determined 
to proclaim the mjuftice done him on every high road and 
public place in the kingdom, and apply for redrefs to the 
jannanins and forcerers. The king, ftfuck with the boldnefs 
of Dvgo Falma, and alfo with the juftice of his complaint, 
referred the matter to his council, who gave it unanimoufly 
as their opinion, that one example ought not to be eftabliftied 
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into a law for all ; however, in fbme meafiire to give 
{atisfa£Hon to Dogo Fahna, tbt king gave him the command 
of an army, thiiln marching to Surra Lecna. This was the 
tsDemj Fhnfire had .to oppbfe; a genenil, who found it 
hecef&ry to wipe off by his glorious aftions, the toatemp^ 
into which the lofs of his ears brought him at court. After 
the arrival of Flanfire; the fortune of war hung .long In 
fufpence ; courage alone was unable to weigh down num- 
bers ; and jtt that hero f^erfbrmed prodigies d£ v^ur. At 
lall findihg there was no dependence on the arrival of the 
troops from Bclm, he found means to eiijgage a few white 
men, probably Portuguefiy into his fervice, and with them, 
laid fiege to the city Fahnaba. Having forced the gates, he 
bq;an to fire the buildings, when Dogo Fabnai ^ho was 
befi^ed within it, finding no other refource agmnft the 
^gpur of his enemy, refolved to fave himfelf by flight* Flan-: 
Jire purfued him, but was not able to oveftalc^ hhn, though^ 
his fuccefles had however gained him the title of Dogi 
Fabna^JunJo Mu, or the coTiquerdr of Dog6 Fahna. 

After having reflored his unde to the throne, and fet- 
tled the affairs or his kingdom, he haftened to apply a remedy 
to fome odier diforders that had arifen, when advice arrived, j 
that the repo£: dF his dominions were difturbed in his ab- 
fence by the revolt of his brother, who had ufurped his 
throne, raviftied his women, and put to death his children i 
a rebellion that was immediately followed by the invafipn oC 
the Cibbes Momu, a people inhabiting xht country round '] 
€!afc Mefurado. They had entered the countries of Caj^ 
Nunez and Donalla, burnt a number of villages, and carried 
off men, women, and children, into flavery. Flanfire now 
&W the wealcnefs of hi^ own policy, and the falfity of that 
opinion, that a corrupt heart could be changed by generdxtjf 
and kind ufage ; he.applied however with vigour to rep^ 
iiis error, and inftead of finking under the weight of his 
misfortunes, feemed to be animated by them to a double 
exertion of all his fiiculties. Marching to the river Magaeir 
tori, he there invoked xbtjannaninSf that they would puni^ 
the guilty, and relieve the opprefled and innocent; but 
knowing aUb that human means were not to be i^le6led, 
he eroded the river with his (mail army, gave battle to his 
brother, and obtained a complete viAory. The war how- 
ever went on, till the ufurper Guamana was (lain in a (kir- 
mUh by his nephew Flambure, the eldeft fon <^ Flanfire ; 
upon which the rebels were dlAeartened. Flaafire, though 
be had now the power to fmSh than as their infidelity 

meritedf. 
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merited^ was generous enough to pafs over all their fliifisoQ* 
doA, and grant them a free and full pardon* 

His ai&irs here being happily re-eftablifhed, he ttirned 
his viAorious arms againft the Gibbes ; and though they were 
|)repared to recdve him, he defeated them, made a terrible 
carnage among them, and ravaged theh* country : but pro* 
jK>fing to hitnfelf only a happy tranquility as the fruits of fi» 
many viftories, he retired to his palace at Tombi. Here he? 
was hardly arrived, when Doga Falma re-entered his dcH 
mkiionSy with a more potent army than he had ever com- 
manded ; and was ravaging every place with the fury of s 
barbarian, irritated with his difgrace. As he had now dif- 
banded his army, Flanjire waj forced to take refuge in the 
ifland of Maffhy in the river Plizago. His enemies believedf 
his ruin infallible ; and his friends, though they knew his 
prudence and courage, greatly dreaded the event, Dog9 
Falma was collefting canoes to tranfport his forces to the 
ifland, in order to furround Flanjire ; and every thing was l^ 
fuch a train as threatened his deftrudien ; when unexpeAedly 
one of FJanJire's generals, having got together a choice body 
of troops, fell upon the enemies rear. The king no iboner 
difcovered this from his retreat, than getting into fbme canoear 
he had. on the ifland, he attacked the enemy in front. The 
battle wa» long and obftinate, owing to the inequality of 
forces I but courage at laft triumphed over numbers, Dog9 
Fahna was utterly defeated, his army difperfed, the king re- 
Beved from his diftrefs, and hi^ faithful general rewarded 
equal to his merit, and far beyo&d his expeAations. la tius 
mfmaar were th^ interior countries of Sierra Leona con* 
quered, by the bravery of the Karrowans and Fdgians, who 
were themfelves tributary to the emperor of Monou ; a (et 
Df princes fuperior to each other, and forming a chain of 
Aependendes not to be met with in any other country, or 
perhaps paralleled in hiftory. 

As ' to the natural produftions of rhefe kirigdoin^ thejr 
l^ave nothing hardly in them peculiar, or that has be^ 
omitted in our defeription of other nations. A fpedeft 
of porcupine is however defcribed by naturalifts, whkh 
we beBeve is found in no part of the globe but thi^. 
It i$ about the fize of a large boar, armed on all fides bf 
long, fiiarp quills or prickles, ftreaked with black and white 
rays in a very beautiful manner. Thefe quills are fo llrong, 
that they are proof againft the moft violent blow. In net- 
thing befides the fat does it differ from thofe commonljr 
feeu ia Europe. In this country are liiLewife four kinds eft 
'4 ^agkSy 
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eagles, all extremely ravenous and large ; the firft, the na- . 
tives diftinguUh by the name of kequolantia ; it perches and 
builds in the loftieft trees in large forefts» is a bird of prey> 
and feeds chiefly upon monkies, ^vhich it conveys vhote 
and alive into the neft. The next, which is called kegm* 
lantia klow, has this peculiaflty, tiiat it prefers fifii to a]i 
other food, and lives upon the banks of rivers s^ lakes^ 
The talons of this bird are extremely firong and crooked. 
The others have nothing particular, only that the fourth 
called poy, delights in iifhing for crabs, lobfters, and {inaQ 
filh, which it devours with great voracioufnefs. The {eat 
coafts afford abundance of fiih of an extraordinary kind; 
but they are not fo minutely defcribed, as to give us a 
clear idea of them ; and to retail the names given to them 
by the natives^ would afford but an infipid entertain- 
^ ment (C). 
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Hifiory cf the Kingdoms of Mandingo, Pouli, 4iii 
JalofF, or Oualof, with fome Account of tbt Mojh 
9iers, Cuftomsi Religion^ &c, of the Natives ; that 
Method if trafficking^ as well among tbemfetves^ as 
European Nations ; a Defcription Of fome pariicu" 
Jar Kinds of Birds^ Seajisj &c. found therein ; a 
Relation of their Wars 5 with feveral other atriet^ 
Particulars. 

FROM the river SierTa Leona to Senegal, are an infinity 
of kingdoms, principalities, and petty flaxes, of which 
we know not even the names, voyagers having only related 
trivial circumftances, which fell under their ownobferyatioQ,dr 
fuch occurrences as related merely to trade and the navigation 
of the river Gambia. With regard to the^tentof dominion^ 
the peculiar cufloms of diHerent nations, their teligioi^' 
policy, and laws, they are intirdy fileftt ; except a few paf- 
tkulars relative to the three great kingdomis of Mandingir 



(C) As thefe acconnts fol* 
low the quotations already 
made, we thought it unnecefTary 
to crowd the page ^ith a re- 
{prence to every particular 9f- 
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FouU, and JaM^ all of them interior countries. Withi refpeft 
to their prccife frontiers, although their dominion, on ac- 
coant. of thdr power, is in fomc meafurc eftabliflied to the 
.fat cc^fts, voyagers give us no fatisfaftion. That the reader 
pay not intirdy be left in the dark, we fhall extraft all that 
ttavellers agree in, concerning the three powerful kingdcwn^ 
^bove mentioned, and begin our account with MandingOf z% 
tiie firft m order. 

All the numerous nations inhabiting the banks of the 

river Gambia^ and extending to Cape Verga^ go by the gene-^ 

lal name of MawUngoes ; and Jal^on fays, tl^t they exaftly 

refemble each other iu complexion, features, and language^ 

as veil as in their general manners and policy. He affirms^ 

ftat they are all or ;l jet black colour ; though Moore fays^ 

that in general they are fo, as if however there were foma 

esuepdons. This kingdom is of vaft extent, both along the 

coafis and into the interior countries, on the banks of the river 

Gambia; but geographers and voyagers difier fo greatly in 

Iti^e limits they lay down, that its frontiers cannot be de« 

^bed with any degree of certainty. According to the fame 1 

[4|thor, they are more fociable, rational, and humane, than 

IfbiSf have been reprefented by other travellers ; for on all 

^ttse occafions he had to viiit didr towns, he met with the 

noli cQr4ial reception, the men running out to welcome hi6 

^val by Idfling his hands, though {omt women, who had 

sever bdhdd a white man, fled at the light of him, and 

^Id not be prevailed on to approach him. Some have 

nrefled him to enter their huts, have ento^tained him in the 

left manner they were able, and produced their wives and 

daughters fbr him to falute ; his complexion, habit, fpeech^ 

and inanners, all c^ them equally raUiog their aftonilhment 

[aodcttriofity. 

r . Tbb Mandingoes are in general a lively joyous people, o/tit 
I tijio confume half their time in dancing, mufic, mirth, zrA kingdom of 
[ |pod humoured ^iety ; yet being much addicted to com- Mandin- 
J pny, wsMm and impetuous in their difpofition, they fell go, and 
MHO &eq[uent quarrels, which commonly terminate in blood, ^^* ^^'* 
\ and fpoU the foclety of the day, by the unhappy difcord o^^^rsofjht 
\ the night. Nothing is more ufual than challenges to fingle^^^-^ ■ 
i combat, upon any affiront or injurious expreffion ; but as 
their heat fubfides almoft as foon as kindled, they feldom 
come to deliberate blows ; and all the accidents <^ that na*^ 
ture which arife, are generally the ef&^bs of fuddea paffioa. 
•However, when they do engage, nothing can be more fu- 
rious than their tranfports, and the animofity with which 
they rufti upon each other, with whatever weapons come in 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XVn. T their 
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their way *. The fury df tygers, fays Job/on^ is not to be 
compared to theirs, every organ and limb exprefCng the mod 
malignant and rivetted hatred ; their eyes ftrike fire, their 
teeth gnafhy and the moft opprobrious and vilifying ex* 
preilious are poured out, upon the moft trivial occafioBs, 
the difpute ending in the death of one of the parties, and 
pof&bly in a bloody. war between two nations, each taking 
part with their own countrymen **. 

Ht>w to reconcile this accouiit with what Labat aflerts, 
we Ihall leave to the reader, after we have laid before hio 
the following (ket<?h of their character, as drawn by that 
Writer, The Mandigoes, according to him, are a lazy, id- 
dolent, ignorant people, unfkilled in commerce, in arts, and 
every manly exercife and fcience. Neceffity and felf prefer- 
ration oblige them to fow and reap, but this labour doo 
# not laft above two months in a year ; the other months are 
fpent in idlenefs and floth all the day, and at night indandog ! 
under the (hade. A few childifh diverfions they have, whidi I 
they perform with abundance of addrefs ; but every thifig | 
manly is negleAed : Hfhing and hunting unknown, thoo^ | 
no country affords better opportunities for both. Sipoldig | 
tobacco is their whole pleafure, which increafes their natmal ^ 
floth, by deftroying their appetite for food. It is of the growth 
of their country, and they fmoke in wooden pipes, five or 
fix feet in length, the bowl made of wood, hardened and 
dried in the fire, and finely poliftied. 

Moore fays, that the nation of Mandingo, in pcMQts di I 
honour, are jealous and delicate to an extreme ; nor are they 
lefs poflefled with that foible of almoft all nations, pride of birth 
;ind anceftry *=. While the author was at Butto on the riTcr* 
Gambia^ he faw a difpute of honour arife between Bo-jAn 
a prince of the blood, and the fon of the reigning monardt. 
Each flew to arms, and thdr refentment appeared fo keen, 
that the fpedbtors had the utmoft difficulty to prevent fatal 
confequences, and yet the whole contention was a matter of 
fms^U importance, and indeed, no other than a comparifooof 
theirparentage. Though the combatants had been parted for 
the time, there was no preventing a formal challenge from 
paffing, after which the author found it no hard matter to 
^ recondle them, each looking upon this as a falvo of his ho* 
nour . There was fomething ridiculous in the manner of their 
xeconcUiation ; for at the very time they were vowing a fincere 
* frieadfl^p, they alfo threatened to refume the difpute, as fooo 

• Labat, t, ii, p, 23, Idem, t. iii. p. 147. * Jowas'* ; 

Golden Trade, p. 56. $ MooRs^^p. g^, 
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as fit occafion offered ; believing menaces were neceflary td 
^ablifti an opinion of their courage in the by-ftanders. 

It is obfervable, that the charafters of thofe people in- 
habiting the interior parts of the river Gambia, are altered 
greatly for the better. Formerly they were crafty and 
knaviihy in the mofl trifling ai&irs ; infomuch, that if they 
had tjie misfortune to break a pipe or to want money, they 
remedied the lofs by a piece of cunning, artfully laying it 
among the feet of the Europeans, infixing that, as they 
broke it, they fhould repair the damage, which they com- 
puted at twenty times the real value. In this fituation the 
Europeans fowni themfelves under the neceffity of immediate- 
ly fadsfying theunjufl demand, unlefs.fome friend interpofed 
and proved the fraud ; nor were little crafty tricks of the 
fame nature uncommon in their ^dealings with one. another, 
though they feldom ventured to carry the impofition fo far, 
as when they had to deal with ftrangers, and perfons unable * 

fo readily to deteA the impofture. If a perfon had fold any 
dxing in the morning, it was allowable for him to retraft 
liis bargain, upon offering reflitution before fun fet ; a cuftbm 
that opened a large field of corruption and fraud ; for if 
yoa had bought only a fowl or an egg, it was a riique to eat 
it before next day, as you were ftibjefted to pay ten times 
the value, ihould refHtution be offered, and you unable to 
Iproduce the equivalent. However, thofe pernicious and 
jdirty praftices are in a good meafure abolifhed, commerce 
[With ftrangers having fhewn them the neceffity of paying the 
Ifirideft attention to their word, and being delicate in points 
that afFeft their credit. 

Thei|i mode of falutation is to fhake hands ; but if a 
man falutes a woman, he runs his nofe clofe to her, as if to 
^ell her, and falls back twice. It is the groffeft indignity 
jto offer the left hand in falutations. "JVhen a man returns to 
ihis family after an abfence of two or three days, his women 
I Arow themfelves on their knees before him, an omiffion of 
jwhich is deemed a heinous crime, and a proof, of her little 
idleem for her lord anfd tyrant. Formerly it was cuftomary, 
jwhcn a woman offered hpr hufband any thing to drink, that 
fhe firft fell down on her knees and tafted it; whence 
voyagers deduce, that the praftice of poifoning had been fre- 
quent in the country. 

Writers aflert, that nothing is more eafy than to di- 
ftinguifti a native of Mandingo or Flup, from their extreme 
llat nofes and thick lips, tbey being in ''this refpeft the 
ttglieftof all negroes in the eyes of an European^ but in their 
own the handfomeft. ' Janeqvin, however, in Kis journey to 
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JAbya^ affirms, tbatUiofe features are by no fpeans natur^ to 
themj but the confequeace qf that ci^ftom of fuckling'chil- 
drea over their fhoi^lders^ when they are employed in any 
other bufinefs **. More attributes it tp the great care takea 
to form their f^^tures to that caft, npthia^ in their opinioa 
being fo beautiful as large noilrilsj f^t nofes. thick lips, 
and among the women Urge, loofe> and flabby breafls. 

iMMEDJATEtY after a child is bora, he is bathed in cold 
water three or four times a day, and softer being carefully 
dried, anointed with palm-oil along the fpine, ^Jbpws, h^<ps, 
and neck. They go naked to the age pf eight or ten, aqd 
frequently {xiint their faces and l^reaus for proament. Sound 
health and fertility in marri^e are the common qualities 
aloioA all th^ negroes of this country, it being ^cjually diffi- 
cult tp find an inHrm young man,' ^4 a barren \von:ian y 
they are, however, fubjedl to fome very dangerous acute 
4 difeafes, but few chronical, the fm^I-pox in parti^u^lar 

making terrible havock, and fweeping oiFmcredible i^imi))ers 
every year^. It muft indeed be owned, that they are not 
wholly ftr^ngers p the king's-^yil, wprpis, dp^i«iily the 
Cuinfy-worm, which fwells their legs tp the fize of their 
bodies, the yaws ^nd na^^dies of thelic^id ; but as thefe arc 
not frequent, the people may in general be reckpaed, per- 
haps, the moft healthy in the uiuverfe. 3dldes the mA^wX' 
mation in their legs, arifmg from that fpecies of worn^ al- 
moll peculiar to this country, they are lornQtimc* fubje^ed 
to fwellings, ariiing from other caufes, among which are 
reckoned certain herbs, which th^y mix with their food, ta 
6xcite mutual love and afFeflion among the men, and rsik 
the paffions between th^ fe^es. To all their difeafes, they 
apply no other remedies than Grifgris or Fetiches ; a fuperfli- 
tion that extends even to their hair, and their bows which 
bang over their ihoulders. 

Every par^ of domeftic occonpmy is left tp th? oare of 
the womcA, while the men cultivate the fmall quantities o? 
rice wanted for the family, and pafs the reft of their time, 
in the indolent manner we have defcribed. After laying 
up a quantity fufficient for the confumption of the family^ 
the women have a right to difpofe of the reft, but arc ac- 
countable for the profits that arife to their huftmnds. The 
fame regulations take place in regard to their poujtry, of 
which they bree^ a great number, thefe two articles hieing 
their principal fupport, and the ftaples of commerce, next to 
flaves. Many ctf the Mandingoes have a pride in keepin 
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crowd of flttves, whom they treat with fadi gentle ufage^ 

kladitefs, Udd httinanity^ that tt \% iiOt eafy fo dminguiAi the 

inaftet from the flare; efpiedafUy the wottien, who wear 

lii6ekkC6$, braeel6t!l» and eai^-nngs of ^idber, cora]^ and fil* 

ver, as if the mefi had purchafed thein cmly to become their 

huftands. M6(^e iffifih^i that he has fecn female flaves wear 

ttiftkets to the amount of thh-fy pounds fterling in valuei* 

^foft of thefe dates ate born in their families, afcfd natura- 

Ihsed to them as their own children. At Butto^ there is a 

whole vlilageof two hundred fouls, compoftd of female flaves, 

all of them belonglug to one n6ble!nan <Sf Mandingo, who 

treats them with the te6derfiefs 6f wves and children. In 

Moft othet pifts of y^frkit, Ae mafter has i I'ight to fell all 

flates born in his family 5 but in Mandingo this it treated ais 

^ crime J infomuch, that if any of them are difpofed of with- 

^Sf their own^onfeftt, and againft the will of their fellow 

flKved, they all abandon their m^flier, and fe^k a retreat ito 

fome other kingdom : for though in this cafe he has no 

^wer to punifh them, yet they reckon it diflionourabic 

*d enter into the fer\ice of atiother mafter in the fame 

Idngdom^ 

Kitt^dm of Fuili, or Foyli, or Pbolejr. 

THIS large country is divided from the kingdom oiOf the 
J^off^ which we (hall defcribe in this feftion, by the mannen^ 
lak^ (ialled, in the language of the MandigpSj by die name cufioms^ 
Kay or. From this lake to the village of Embakane, on the ^^^^gi^y 
frontiers of Gdlarrij that is, from weft to eaft, it ftretches ^^-^f 'y 
about 187 miles, but its limits fr6m fouth to north, are ^otyjj ^y " 
afcertained ; though travellers affirm, that it e^^tends a great ^^pholcy. 
way fouthward. The reafon Why th6 frontiers of all thefe 
kingdoms, bordering on the rivers GamBia and Senegal, are fo 
inaccurately marked is, that the French and Englijb^ who 
Were furnifhed with the beft opportunities, made commerce 
the fole objeft of their care, neglefting ev«ry thing that did 
tidt affift in promoting that chief end of all theit labours. 
The interett of thelt companies, as well as their own private 
concerns, eilgrofled all the attention of the feftors, and they 
gave nb' more of their time to the gratification of thehr 
curiofity and their paffion for knowlege, than what wais ne- 
ceflarily fpent in the purfuit of richer. All then that we 
know witfi certainty of this powerful kingdom is, that its 
boundaries arc of great extent, its lands fertile, its- inhabitants 
numerous, and capable (^ rendering' thcmf elves a rich and 
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happy people^ were their indoftry in any degree proportioiied 
to the advantages of nature, by means of which they might 
drive a prodigious commerce with foreigners. Voyagers are 
not agreed upon the etymology of the name Fouli^ nor is their 
language fuffidently known to alTord room for fach an 
inquiry. They are in general of a tawny complexion, tljo* 
many are of as fine a black as the Mandingoes. It is fap« 
pofed that their alliances with the Moors have g^ven than 
that mixed colour, between the true olive and the black. 
Their ftature is rather low, but their gait comely, and thdr 
Ihape eafy and genteel, with an air peculiarly delicate and 
taking. However indolent they may be in puflung all the 
trade the country is capable of fupporting, they are by no 
means fo in private induftry, which they cultivate widi as 
much af&duity as other negroes. They are diligent far- 
mers and graziers, and raiie millet, rice, tobacco, cotton, 
pegfe, roots, and fruits, with abundance of care ; nor are 
they lefs expert in rearing cattle, in which coniifts a great 
part of their traffick with the neighbouring countries. Thdr 
mutton is fweet and delicate, their beef fat, and their goats 
the beft which are to be met with almoft in aQy part of 
Africa \ and hence it is, that then* markets are better 
ftocked, >md their kitchens fupplied withthe moft luxurious 
plenty of any negro people, unlefs we except the Whidam. 
The Foulis are fond of hunting, and extremely (kilfol and 
eager in the chace. The elephant is the objeA of their di- 
verfion, of which they are never difappointed, as the country 
is filled with thefe mongers. The fword and dart they 
manage with great dexterity againA this furious animal; 
and fuch as have been taught the ufe of fire arms by the 
French, have applied them to great advantage, both in hunting 
and in battle. Their difpofltion is lively, and their manners 

folite. Fond they are to exccfs of European commodides ; 
nt as they are much addifted to pilfering, they prefer gam- 
ing poffciEon of them by Health, to a regular and fair com- 
merce. They love mufic fo much, that their princes reckon 
it an accomplifhmcnt, to be able to touch an inftrumcnt with 
% genteel air ; while their neighbours of Jal^ condemn 
mufic as an effeminate foft exercife, that degrades the cha- 
rafter of a man. Their mufical inflruments arc various, and 
their compofitions tolerably melodious, tender, and pleaf- 
ing ; and as dancing is almofl a natural confequence of their 
Jove of mufic, their paffion for it is fuch, that they will dance 
three or fou^ hours after the hardeft labour, by way of rc- 

f Auftf ci^t, ibid* 
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The woioten are low, but well fhaped and handfome. 
Their features are delicate, the air of their face fweet, and 
the fymmetry regular. Their hair,>which i8 long, like the 
Moors^ is of a fliining jet, foft and thick, nor are they at all . 
negl^nt of it ; drefling it in different faihions composing 
their chief labour, next to dancing and mufic, which the 
females of this country carry to a pitch of extravagance. 
They are paf&onately fond of French cottons and morees, of 
which they make long flovdi^ robes, extremely becomings 
were they made of filk, which Labat is amazed the European 
fa&ors have not introduced here. The women, he obfervesj^ 
fall into fits of fple«i, and are feized with the vapours, when-* 
ever their huf bands refufe to gratify their paffion for drefs; and 
this he makes ufe of as an argument of the power the women 
have over the men, and the facility with which they introduce 
aay fafhion that would fet oS their charms. 

Th£ account which Job/on gives of this people is fome-^ 
what different, and perhaps not very confident with thq 
above. This traveller afBrms, that the women are tall and 
handfome in faoe and perfon ; but that the men are not pro- 
portionably large or agreeable, which he attributes, though 
£dfely, to the nature of their employment and livings As 
thdr. chief wealth confifts in their cattle, they lead a 
wandering life, and roam about from field to field, from coun-* 
try to country, with large droves of cows, (heep, goats, and 
horfes; for altho' they have fome fixed habitations, ytt they 
ufe them but little, removing as the dry or wet feafbns require, 
from the low to the h^h lands, refiding in no one place longer 
than the paflure for their cattle will admit of. An hard rabd* 
rious life, fays our author, that is greatly increafed by the con- 
tinual neceflity they are under of defending themfelves and 
their cattle againfl the depredations of thoTe fierce animals, 
with which the country abounds, lions, tigers, and elephants, 
aflaulting them from the land, and crocodiles from the rivers. 
At night they colled): their flocks within a circle of tents and 
huts, in which they live, and where they light large fires to 
terrify thofe animals from approaching them ; but we mufl 
acknowkge, that we do not fee how all this fhould fupprefs 
their growth, as the nature of. fuch an employment can-^ 
not be fo laborious as to conflringe the folids,.or produce the 
efiedls of untimely old age, which fometimes happens from 
hard painful exercifes of mind or body. Befides, the Foidis 
have all the advantages of climate they can defire ; nor will 
the Gomparifon he makes with the Tartars by any means 
hold, the latter being equally pinched in their growth by 
qM and by poverty. Hence it is, that we are inclined 

T 4 ratljicr 



280 tbt Bfiof^ tf tUIntnivr (kimifits: B.XV1L 

rather to credit the relations of Lalmf and De Brm dian <^ 
this author, who feems to have formed his gieneral idea d 
the nation from fome particular inftances. 

In their peregrinations through the kingdom, this peopk 
carry on a trade with other commodities befides their catde ; 
for they fell milk, cheefe, butter, all of them eqttal to any to 
be met with in Europe'^ and thdfe they carry in baikcts and 
gourds y fo neat and dean, as woivld do credit to the Adt 
refined dairy in Europe. The women have the foie caredf 
this trafBck, and they escchange their goods for diofe triilRett 
on which all negroes put fo h^h a value, glafe beads, iMti 
of coral, and little knives ; but fait is the commodity they 
prefer to all others, which they call rauidam. Jobfon and 
his company were fo delighted with the ffurit of thefe wo« 
men (though in another place he fays, this people are buts 
degree lefs ftupid than their cattle) that they Continued aH 
day in bargaining with them, in order to engage thdr com- 
pany the longer. They obferved that the fmalleft mdrk d 
contempt, the (lighteft refieAion npob their merchamBz^ 
kept them whole weeks away, which feems to be a proof d 
the great delicacy and fenfibilicy of their difpofitioa, amt a kind 
•f prefumption, that neither fex merits the epithets of flnpid 
and ^norant, which he fo liberally beflows otk them ; for it 
may be laid down as a general maxim, that the tempers d 
lK9th fexes differ but little in the general run of a whole 
nation, the difpofition depending no leis upon the manoers 
and cuftoms of a people, than upon natm-e itfdf ; or to go 
higher, the manners are formed from the natural difpbfidoQ 
of both fexes, without depending wholly upon either. 

The Mandingoes have eredted a kind of tyranny in F<Nii?t 
and by virtue of it feize upon the wealth of the kin^om. 
Their power arofe not from conqueft, but from conlhot 
. migrations into this from their own country, a few coming 
at a time, not probably with any view of one day becoming 
maflers of the kingdom and a deep refined policy ; bat from 
motives of private conveniency and choice. But finding 
their numl^ers fo confiderablc, they were induced to ufnrp 
that fuperiority their ftrength could maintain over the na- 
tives and lawful poffeflbrs. They fubmit however to tlje 
former government, and have rather undermined the private 
property, than overturned the public government. Mw>r$ 
fays, that in every province you will meet with troops of Man* 
dingoes y who greatly referable the Jrabians in fome of that 
manners and language, which like the Latin in Europe, il 
become the learned language of all the fcHools on this coaft 
of Jfrica. Almoft all the PhUy^, as M^rc calls the 
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fhuh\ fpcak It, though tiiey have a proper language of their 
6\vta. 

The king of this country is called ^Jlratick, ^nd though 
his fddom appears with the badges of majefty, he is a 
prince of great aiithority ovci: his fQbjefts> and as itiuch 
relpcfted by his neighbours as any oil the coaft ; yet does he 
govern wth fo much moderation and gentlenefs, that all his 
dectftons fewtt to be thofe of the people aflembled in a body, 
father than of a fingle perfon. Job/on fays, that they never 
remove from their habitations, or drive their cattle into an- 
other field, without leave from their prince ; he probably 
means fome of his officers fettled in the ferge villages ; for it 
ts inconceivable, that in fo krge a kingdom, they (hould bd 
able to apply to the eourt upon every trivial occafion, Be- 
iides, Lahdt, Moon and De Srue, affirm, that they ever 
fdtiti focieties, and build towns, without being at all con- 
ftratned to wdt for the king's leave, or even at the trouble of 
afterwards gaining his approbation. The Mahdingoes af- 
fume iHU higher privileges, and take it upon them, if not 
to difpute with the king, at leaft to avoid his difple^fure, by 
removing in ab<kly from one province to another, as foon as the 
prince has laid a tax upon that province, for the fupport of 
Ks civil lift and dignity. Among his vaffals, the Jirattck of 
FaiiR reckons the king, the great Iftak, and all the lords and 
tkobles of Havalf who pay him every fourth year a tribute of 
forty- three flaves, and a certain number of cattle. His army 
is nolef^ ftrong in cavalry than in infantry; for the Moors, 
his neighbours, furnifh him with as many horfes as he 
pleafes. The arms ufed by his troops are bows and fabres, 
and his nobility are difperfed among the provinces to execute 
the various military and civil offices, that become their 
ftation and circumftances in life. The employment next in 0/ thg 
rank to that ofjtratickf is the lieutenant governor'!?, who is chief off* 
looked upon as thereprefentative of his majefty's perfon, and ars of 
attended by a court little inferior to royalty itfelf ; after \i\m^ftati^tn 
the officers next in quality are, the folidne^ ardobude^ gheri Fouli. 
fdmbu^ lama de boffe, farma vavalarde^ akfon^ boukar, lank' 
tor, laR, lafnenagiy ardoghedi, farbe voagali, &c. a lift of 
names which we enumerate, rather to give the reader fome 
notion of their language, than that we are able to prefix clea^ 
ideas to each, and diftinguifh the duties of each office. All 
we know of them is, that every man raifed to thofe pofts, 
holds them conditionally, that he furnifh the firatick with 
his contingent of foot and horfe to be ready upon a call ; 
their charge to be fupported by the fale of fuch prifoners as 
ane made by that divifion of the army j and befides, by felling 
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for (laves all fuch negroes within their jurifdi^tion as are not 
in arms for the king, or have refufed to enlift themfelves; a 
^ privilege which even the king cannot deprive them of, with- 
out deftroying the fundamental maxim of government, not- 
withftanding they frequently ufe it to the worfl of all purpdes, 
the gratification of a fordid avarice, the opprefiion of the 
poor, and the fatiating revenge and private animofity ^. 
Lofws of By the eftabli(hed laws of this monarchy, and indeed of a 
fucceffion. number of negro kingdoms, although none but prindss cf 
the blood can be called to the throne, yet the crown defceqids 
not from father to fon, but from brother to brother, or 
nephew to nephew ; that is, if the king have no brother, 
his rights defcend to his nephew by his full fifter, or ia 
preference to the fon of his mother's daughter only, as the 
blood royal is mod afTuredly untainted in the female line. 
With regard to the children of the king, their blood is al'* 
ways dubious, as the king's women generally indulge them? 
felves in afts of gallantry and intrigue: nor is it thought 
very fafe to rely on their word, fmce the methods anciendy 
ufed to oblige them to a true confeffion are now abolifhed. 
The only inftance in which the king's fons pretend to the 
throne, is when they have married a princefs of. the blood, 
becaufe in that cafe the blood is fure upon one fide at leaft; 
and if by any accident they fail of fucceeding themfdves, 
the right of their children is however indifpu table, and al- 
HlHoriof ^^y^ admitted g. But without regard to thefe eufloms, the 
the prince Ji^^^t'^ck fire^ who reigned towards the clofe of the laft cen- 
©/Samba- tury, endeavoured, from a natural affeftion for his children, 
boa. to raife them to the throne, and with that view he invefted 

the eldeft with the dignity of kamalingo, a poll always filled 
by the prefumptive heir. The prince of Sdmbaboa, was at 
that time pofTefTed of the office, but depofed, to make room 
for his coufin the Jtratick's fon, notwithftanding his amiable 
qualities had attracted the efleem and engaged the afiedlioas 
of the mobility and people, who had long with pleafure 
beheld him as the heir apparent. He was the king's nephew, 
handfome in his perfon, eafy in his addrefs, of noble fen* 
timents, liberal and generous in his difpofition, and of ap- 
proved courage, which he had often fignalized againft the. 
enemies of his country. Such was the perfon removed to 
make way for the young Jiratick; a circumftance that, gives 
tis a mean idea of the old king's policy, though we cannot 
blame his preferring the int^reft of a fon to that of a 

^ LeMaire, p. 114. BARBQT,p,35. Larat, t. ill. p. ipo* 
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nephew, had the latter been poflefled of lefs amiable qualities. 
The old Jtratick intended to have confined his nephew ; but, 
penetrating into the king's intentions, he withdrew from 
court under a ftrong guard ; and although he had nothing to 
fear from the negroes, who were to a man |lrongly attached 
to him, yet knowing that his uncle had drawn over the Moors 
to his viewSy he retired to the frontiers to avoid involving 
the nation in a civil war, and bringing thofe calamities 
upon the people, which they might avoid under the govern- 
ment of the worft of princes. However, all his endeavours 
could not prevent numbers of the nobility from joining 
themfelves to his fortune, and forfaking their country, rather 
than their afTedions and zeal for fo efteemed a prince ; a 
cefiion which the enraged ftratick looking upon as a kind 
df rebellion, raifed a numerous army to fupprcfs. As 
the Jtratick with his army advanced, SaTnhaboa, who refolved 
not to draw his fword againft an uncle to whom he had 
siwsLjs given the name of father, continued to retire ; but 
at laft finding himfelf hard pufhed by this defen/ive war, 
his faithful attendants expofed to all the calamities of fugi- 
tives and outlaws, and lafUy, that the command of the king's 
army was given to his rival, who. had ufurped his dignity, 
he determined to come to an action. His coufin, whofe 
forces, were greatly fuperior, better provided, and flufhed 
with what they efteemed equal to viftory, drivnig the enemy 
before them, did not at all hefitate'to embrace the occaiion. 
A . battle was fought, Sambaboa was vidlorious, and the 
Jtratick'^ fbn, with his potent Moorijb army, totally defeated, 
through the conduA of the brave prince and his intrepid 
faithful little army, Rcflefting, however, upon the confe- 
quences of a dvil war, which muft inevitably terminate in 
the ruin of the people, and in eftabliihing more firmly the 
power of the Moors^ who were alrekdyjpoflefled of the con- 
fidence of the monarch, he took the noble refolution of re- 
moving into fome diftant kingdom, and facrificing every 
ambitious view to the duty to his country and uncle, who he 
deiired might die in peace ; after which, be thought he might 
recover the throne through the alfeAions of the people, in 
fpite of all the arts made ufe of to fupplant him. A con- 
doA that reflects equal honour upon him, and difgrace on 
more enlightened princes, who for a petty ftate, or trifling 
additional title, lay afide natural affeAion, duty to their 
people, the ties offriend(hip, the moft folemn engagements, 
And whatever ought to be dear to reafon, honour, and 
jrriigion, 
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•The old Jtratick, whofe mind ftems to hare been ener- 
vated with age and bodily infirnlLiti^y i^l all of a fiidden 
into the moft auftere fit of devbfiob, from a life not vttj 
ftrtSt or fcrupuioQS ; and this niade him commit the govefa- 
tnent of the realm into the haiids of his fon, whil^ he f^Mt 
his whole time among the ntdrButs, 'pltoced rbnnd him by 
the infidious Moors^ to draW his attentidn firoiii the ti^in 
t( the naticMi by rcDgpms zeal, and thereby to eflablifh th«ar 
oWft irtflnence the more firmly, 'thtf kiifew the i&^ 
fitdttck refted his feem-lty upon thdf fo]f)pbrt, and that, 1^ 
i^iiifing him to the throne, they thight get the rtin^ df adflii- 
iiilfe-ation into their ottrn hands ; it Was thdr Uufinefe there- 
fore, 16 flint th^ old king's eyes ^gaihft the mferh of his 
tt^jrfiew, which ct>ttld not be done while he continued to 
ttieddle With public affiiirs, and thii ftiartntts wd:« made die 
j^ons inftrltitients of this artful policy. Their eadeaTotars 
Were fodn followed with all the fticcefs thdy could wzft; 
that weak cSA pi^ince became fd j^^onsltely ^lishhbtired k 
€he alcoran, that he carried' a hngfe fdio of tC3it and gteifi:- 
ties upon thedoftriAe of Mphattmed (lUiog rOtind his nedk; 
dtftough he laboured under the endrmous weight of te 
ft^i^d btlrtJi^ii, irtclofcd in leaves of fnalfive filtet*, yetf wotiH 
he oiver lay it afide, or be prevkiled upbn to change it for a 
iHOre comttiodious and portable c6py. He heaped hoftoms, 
preferments, and wealth, upon the mdrhuts^ who had always 
*ccefs to him under thd cloak of deVotibri. So intirdy was , 
he Weaned from all tettiporal concerns^ that h6 looked upon 
^ pilgrimage to Mecca as the higheft proof of humail \rif- 
doni, of pure religion, and ckiming the beft right to- the dtk 
of faint; the higheft digAity that human nature Was capaMc 
of acquiring. He had fent one of his prime miniffers latft 
the kingdom 6f KayoTy to conduA from thence, at a grot 
*expehce, a celebrated jnarbitty of Whofe virtues he had been tdd 
ibme' marvellous flx)ries ; and 'this fame faint atld his ntAfc- 
attendant made a vifit to the Frtnthy in the We of Saint 
Ld^is, by whom, out of refpeft'to the Jh^afick, they Wtire 
received with great honours and extraordinary ifearics ofdi* 
♦ftinftion. 

The banifhment of SarfAahoa continued for Ae fpatc of 
thirty years, part of which time he YvrtA lipon tfhe fronncrs 
bf Fouliy perpetually in arms to defend himfelf j^inft Ac 
attacks of the Moors ^ and' the a'rtiiices of the young Jlratidt. ] 
At length he demanded proteftion of the king of Calam, and ! 
<i fafe retreat id his dominions; whfch that prince, after hav* , 
i»g Seen informed of his charafter, readily granted ; though 
7 at 
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at firft hearing only of his valour, he was greatly embarrafled 
how to conduft himfelf in fo delicate a fituation, fearing oa ^ 
the one hand to offend fuch a hero, or to violate the rights 
of hofpitalltyr and on the other, to admit fo darigeroiis a 
prince into the bowels of his kingdoi^. Being acquainted 
with thecaufe of hisbanifliinent, the juftice, the piety, and 
the valour, of this unfortunate prince, he fent a great body 
of his nobility to cpn^uA him into bis dominions, affigned 
lands for his fupport, officers for his houftiold, and treated 
him in every refpeft with tbofe honours due to his rank and 
charafter ; a conduft of which he had never reafon to repent,.* 
as the fugitive prince (^ver repaid it with the utmoft fidelity, 
^ttacluneAt, and gratityde. In this fituation he lived many 
years, adored by the kipg of Galam, beloved by the nobility, 
aqd the idol of the people, who wanted nothing fo much aa 
to raifc him to a throne, to which he formed no pretenfions ; 
fuch, however^ was his prudence and moderation, that the 
wiihes of the people ea^cited no jealoufy cither in the old 
king of Galam^ pr the prince his fucceflbr ; they too well 
knew the eqvity of Scrnikabooy and the inclinadons of the* 
FoulianSf to apprehend a rival(hip. In the year 1702, as he 
was beginning to fink under age and misfortunes, his uncle 
died, his coufin was depofed, and Sambaboa called by th^ 
num^pus voice of th^ people, to fill that throne from which 
he was fo Ipng Iraniflied, and reign over that people who al-^. 
ways loved him. 

His reign began with expeUin|[ the Moors ^ whp had 
caufed fo many misfortunes to the nation, with fortifying 
feveral provinces that lay expofed to the infults of the 
ncighboqring ftat^s, and with reforming all thofe abufes. which 
had crept into the adminiAration, during the indolent and weak 
reign pf his uncle.. His wife defign was to render his people 
happy, and himfelf fecure, by the felicity he communicated 
to them ; but he was cut off in the midft of all thofe joyous 
profpeflis by a fudden death, which De Brue fcruples not 
to attribute to poifojci, and the artifices of the Moorijb priefts^ 
and the 4epoied prince, fbn to the late king. He was fuc- 
ceecled in the thrpoe by Samba Donde, who foon afterwards 
fell in battle, by the hands pf his own brother, Ifubaka Sire, 
raifed upon this event tp the crown ; an ufurpation of which, 
he was in a fhort time deprived, by Chelonghaya, a perfoa 
he had elevated from a low ftation, to tl^ high rank of 
kanialijigo K 



\ AuA. cltat, in locis citato 
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Samba- It may not be amifs to relate fome tranfa^ons that 
boa's palled between Sambaboa and the French faAory, on the 
tranfac' ifland St, Lewis ^ as they will help to elucidate the character 
tions with of that great prince, and afford us a fpecimen of the infidious 
/^fFrcnch ^nd artful conduft of thofe French merchants. Prince 
/a^ory. Sambaboa had two ftrong caufes of complaint againft the 
company, the firfl of them of fuch a nature as to be pal- 
liated by no excufe. It happened in the year 1 680, at the 
time when that prince was embroiled in a quarrel with his 
uncle. Being upon the eve of a battle, with the JiratuX% 
"^irmy, the event of which he forefaw would be doubtful, he 
committed his treafure^ to the amount of a thoufand crowns, 
into the hands of a French faftor, to be kept till the fword 
had decided his fate ; a depofit wMch this treacherous friend 
thought fit to appropriate to his own ufe, and convey iato 
the iHand of St. Lewis, from whence the prince could never 
recover a {hilling. The next occafion of complaint arofe 
from the imprudence of the Sieur Chambonneau, the di- 
reAor general, who had taken one of the princes women, 
upon her dropping fome hints about the coldnefs of faer 
hufband, who bellowed all his favours upon her rivals. It 
muft be acknowleged, that both thefe actions deferved the 
fevereft chaftifement, and the prince had all the opportani- 
ties of revenge he could wilh, long before his reftoratioo, 
as the king of Galatn had frequently offered him an army to 
redrefs his grievances ; but revenge was not agreeable to the 
difpofition of this amiable perfon ; and the French company 
was an objeA too mean to call for his vengeance ; however, 
he ftiil harboured fome diflike againft the French, and thde 
hotions they were, which De Brue had the addrefs to re- 
move, after the prince's reftoration. No fooner was he feated 
on the throne, than De Brue fent a letter of apology, ac- 
companied with fome handfome prefents. By this amba/Iy 
the king was afTured that the company had no concern in 
the fraud of* their faftor, whom they would have punilhcd, 
had he not avoided the law by a fpeedy retreat. They 
likewife protefted to the king, that if he could feize the cul* 
prit, they would chearfuUy refign him to the punifhment 
which his conduft fo well merited. As to the princefs, 
whom Chambonneau had feduced, they blamed the credulity 
of the direftor; but afTured his majefty at the fame time, 
that he had been deceived by the information of l;er brother, 
who protefted that his majefty defired nothing more than 
bemg rid of her» They farther declared, and De Brue 

flaked 
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ftaked his honour, that ftie fhould hnmediately be furren- 
dered, if his majefty required it *. 

• Nothing could be farther from truth than the whole of 
this juftification; but the addrefs of De Brue, and perhaps 
the prudence of the monarch, who was defirous of cul- 
tivating a ftrift correfpondence with the Europeans, made it 
all pafs' for facred. The French congratulated themfelves on^ 
the refinement of their policy, and the prince was contented 
with enjoying the advantages which refulted from a perfeft 
harmony with the French (A). 

The people of Fault are celebrated^ by travellers, as an ChantSer 
extreme hofpitable nation, all perfons, without diftinftion of of the 
country, being freely admitted into their huts, and the beft Foulians. 
accommodations they can afford ; nor is their humanity in 
^ny other particular Icfs commendable ; for as foon as any o^ 
them has the misfortune to fall into flavery, all the reft join 
flock to redeem him. When any of them is well ftored with 
provifion, no poor perfon goes away empty handed ; or rather 
every thing neceflary to life is made common, and only that 
looked upon as private poverty, which fupplies the luxuries 
df living, and creates the diftinftion of rank. Moore fays, 
that quarrels are fo rare among them, diat his long ftay af- 
forded, but one inftance, where a Fculian was infulted by 

' Vid. Journ. Ds Srue apud Labat, p. 4. ibid* 

(A) About this time Dtf 5r«^ refUtution of his wife. This 

engaged In another negociation, coil him no more than one letter 

which he condadled in fuch a to her father, and a few well 

manner, as to acqaire great ho- diredled presents. The lad/ 

noar to himfelf, and coniider* was fent back to her hufband, 

ad>le advantages to the compa- and Lali, in acknowlegement of 

ny . The daughter oi the Jtra- his obligation to the company, 

tickjire, married to Lali lord of permitted them not only to e- 

tiie Red Country t had left her llablifli fadlories in every part 

luifband from feme notions of of his dominions, but invelled 

jealoufy, or inconftancy, and them with the intire property of 

retired to her father,, jvho re- the ifland of 5^u/if/, to fettle colo- 

:fttfed to fend her back. DeBrue nies, build forts, or do what* 

was fo clofely linked in alliance ever they pleafed with it. De 

with La/i, that, by his good of- Brue befides got the thanks of 

fices, he obtained in 1720, at a the lady!s. mother, which Ihe 

low price, about 1600 quintals exprefTed by a number of gen- 

of gum for the ufe of the com- teel prefents, and afts of civi- 

pany, charging himfelf at the lity (1). 
iiuBC dme with procuring the 

(1} Lahat, t, ill. f, 29]* 

another; 
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aiiother; which proceeds not from tb^ir tameaefs or wast 
oiF courage, for there is not in all Jfric^ a braver .people, or 
men who know better how to refcot an t^jury \ Even the 
Jahffs themfelves dare not attack them ; but thw poUtene6. 
their national affeAion, and naturally mild difpofiltOB, k 
perhaps without example } a charaAer that does tiQt perfe^ 
agree with what Johjim alleges, or indeed ^th the relation of the 
dvil wars we have juft recited from Df Brue. According \o 
Moare^ their arms are compoTed of bows and arrows, ia^es, 
fvirords, daggers, and occafionally a kind crf'fmall fiifee, all of 
which they ufe with great deiLterity, and an addreb fuperior to 
moft negro nations, particularly in hunting, a div^fion ia 
great eileem among them. Elephants, lions, tygers, and d» 
fierceft animals, are the game they puifue, Twejaty or.thirtf 
<^ them, fome on foot, Tome on horfebackf follow the chaee^ 
and f<?ldom return but laden with the fpoils of fome of tb^ 
defperate enemies. The elephants teeth, the tioQd, leopards, 
and tigers ikins, they fell, and the jfleih is (moaked and dried 
for ule and winter Aore. In fuch number^ are the elephaoti 
bred h^e, ths^t they are feea in droves of two hundred tOK' 
gether, plucking up the fmall tree^, and de(ta:oyiag ¥4io&^ 
fields of com with their terrible trunks ; pleafure therefixt 
alone is not the obje6i; ^f their hunting, but necefiity aof- 
felf prefervation. ' . 

1>refs of ^^ ^^. ^^ ^"^^^ o£ the FouUanSt It is as peculiar to tKemr 
the Fan- felves as fome of their cuftoms ; but it would be difficult ta 
Hans. convey an idea of it in words. Suffident it is, that it is 
compoied of white cotton cloths, agreeably folded roUQi^ 
their waifts, all of the manufafture of the country, nothii^ 
clfe being permitted to be worn there : a prudent inl^ 
tution, that greatly promotes trade and indpftry, and fi^' 
fet on foot by their wife prince the Siratick Samha^oa. TI&. 
is all we know of this people, except their religion', whim 
they have in common with the 7^<g^i, Mt^ncHngoes, and Other 
inhabitants of the rivers Cambia and Senegal, and whidr- 
we iball defcribe under one ^nend head. 
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Of the Ct^oms and Manners of the Jaloffs, or pro-' 

ferly Oualoffs. 

tJEFORE we come to fpeak pftrticularly of this potent tieogra' 

•■^ nation, it may not be improper that we lay down, ^fhica^de' 

minutely as our authorities will permit, the precifc fitua-y^^']^/'^« of 

tions of the MandiganSy FguHs, and jaloffs, as thofe are the Mandin- 

three great ftates to which all the others are tributary, and, Jl®' ^J"* 

inameafure, dependent. The laft-mentioned nation is by U *?*> 

Auch the moft powerful, though perhaps the leaft extended ^^^i^^ 

in territory. The Femiis inhabit the interior country oa^ 

both fides the river Senegal^ flretching from north to eaft 5 

the Jaloffs ftand fouth ot them, and extend weflward along 

tha ocean, pofleffing all that traft of country aa-ofs Cape 

Vird^ from the river Senegal to Gambia ; and the Mandiw 

goes lie fouth and eafl; of the Jaloffs^ occupying both fides 

of the rivei* Gambia fron^ its fource perhaps to the ocean* 

No hifiorians pretend to inark the precrfe limits of either 

of thefe nations; and we, are only able to fpeak in general 

terms, and rather from conjefture, than aftual menfuration 

or pofitive authority : for though the navigation of thefe 

river^ is Well known, yet no Europeans have penetrated far 

enoagh into the country on each fide to give us an accurate 

geography, m'uch lefe a topography, of which -we are intirely 

%norant. 

The Jahffsy Jalloifiy w,« according tof fome writers, Ghia* CharaBer 
.kffsy oxOiioldffsy mhzhiti hj Moore^^ defcription^ the north 2/*/^ Ja- 
1 fide of the river Gambia^ flretching a great way into the inte- J^^s or 
\ ricir coundy, and likewife to the riter Senegal ; fo that they 0\k9\6Su 
I itakd a part 6f the country of the Foidis border on each other ^i 
I lliey ixt of an exceeding blade and more beautiful com* 

rbn than moft of the furroimding nations ; nor have they, 
the Manidingbesy fiat nofes, or thick lips, th6 charac^ , 

teriitics or diftihguifiiing' marks of almoft all genuine negroes. 
Moon afTures ifs, * that he had fe^n numbers of this nation, 
all of whom had a fmooth black ficin, and fine regular fea- 
\ixiTt8. Barbbty fpealdng in general of the negroes on the 
banks of the rivers Gambia and Senegal, and the intermediate 
€oaft, fays, that they are of a beautiful black complexion, 
finite wdl made, a^ive, and robuft : that their teeth are 
final], white, and regular ; their nofe rather flat, and lips 
thicks bat not in that extreme obfervable in almoft all other 

^ Moore, p. 30. 

JfcD, Hist. Vox-, xyu, U negroes 
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negroes K From thefe defcriptions one may co&dad^ that 
the ][iil(jfs are dilUnft from the odier nadveSy as wH in 
features as in cuftoms, laws, and manners (L). No zxxibat 
befides Moore feems to have diftinguifhed the native Jal^4 
from an infinity of other nations intermixed^ with them; ^4 
this feems to be the caufe of that diverfity of d^riptjoof ie 
nieet with. What feems to confirm the truth of /Hmt^i 
relation is, the acknowlegement of all writers, tha^ theoo^ 
tions of beauty the Jalofs entertain are. much the iame ^ri^ 
tbofe of the French : they admire a (mall well-proportioQei 
noie, little mouth, thid lips, with a gentle poutii^ in die 
under lip, and lively eyes : for it is feldom th|it a people 
does not fix the fbndard of beauty among themfelves, ijad 
judge by that fymmetry ol features thp moft familiar 
them. . : ^ 

Authors difier no lefs with refpedl to the qasiidAji 
the mind than thofe of the body. M/ore admits, that thor 
difpofition is in general warlike, their conftitutioas yigsroos 
andftrong; but aflerts, that they are good-natured, gtfi^- 
dus, and faofpitable ; whereas Barbot psdnts them as the natift 
' treacherous, lafcivious, and villainous people upon th^&ft 

of the globe. They are, fays that writer, debauchedi mit 
impudent, cowardly, vindiSive, haughty, vain, and wk 
addi&ed to theft and lying. They equally indulge ia^- 
ing^ drinking, venery, and every other lund <^ intempeiiill^e} 
nor will they ftumble at any means to gratify thofe ixSm^ 
friehdihip, honour, oaths, and religion, are all iet at ao9ght| 
wherever their pafBons ftand in the way ; that their trc8<^ . 
in trade cannot be parallelled. The inhabitants of thf t^W 
cfJoalHj PortodaHy and Taca^ are thegi^teft thieves iaij^ 
tare, cfpedally the latter, who. have the addre& to ' 
£xnn the Europeans^ while they are fmiling in tM' 
\idthout being perceived. Barbot has feen then^ maJie vk 
their feet in thefe employments, while their bands* Jtu^ 
bufied in fome obliging office; But we muft obferves^ 
coir author fpeaks here of the natives of the coeft. 
jpakes much the fame remark on the Jahffs tovrards St^y 
Itis not upon their hands only, fays tbit writtt^ thu f^ 



* Barbot, p. 54. 

■ (L) rmaulty deferibing tli^- fays, that Be nevei^irittwi* 

jfihabitants of Sdb Frefco^ near f!atnof«d tv titick-^fHsd H 

Cape Verdf a people probably fon of the aatioli t in $fpBm 

the fame with the Jaloffs^ or quite the fCVorffrfLrAWri(«li 
lather a part jQf that nation. 
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muft fix your eyes, if you would prevent their frauds, but 

on thdr feet Ifkewife ; for, from a habit of going barefoot, 
they acquire the fame dexterity in thofe parts as Europeans 
iKtVe in their hands, and will even pick up a pin with their 
toes QiS the ground; If they chance to fee a knife, fcifiars, 
<5r toy, that attrafts their inclinations, they will turn thdr 
.backs upon it| engage you inconverfation, and ilily feize it 
between their toes^ withwhich they have the art of throw- 
id^ it i&to a kind of pouch, which they wear behind. Nor 
iia they deal much more honeftly with their countrymen of 
^tibe iaknd parts, to whom they give the name of ilmplie 

flio«iftt2uneers ; for, when they come to trade to the coafts, 
.the fliiaritime negroes immediately oder their fervice in carry- 

11^ their goods, which they feldom quit before they have , 

Aole half, while the owner ftands amazed by what enchant- ^ * 

ment and conjuration he (hould be fo great a lofer, while his 

eyes »re kept conftantly fixed on his property ^ 

BOT they go ftiil great lengths; and where addrefs fails, 

tfaey fcmple not to have recourfe to force, afMination, and 

the moft cruel murders, which are feen every day on. the 
''highways. To fuch a degree of barbarity do they carry 

^icir avaritious difpofition, that numy of them fell their 

.fttthers^ mothers, children, and neighbours ; of which ifar- 

-A^giv^ a- great number of inftances. Le Moire gives cme 
. ^leokms QHample of this practice : an old negro, intending 

$0 fi^ Ms fon, fent him with a load to the French faAory ; 

hvx the young man, fufpefting his father's defign, refolved to 
' oot-wil hia»> aud accordingly haftened to the fa<H:or, to fell 
' •the old parent ; (b that on his arrival he was feized, as the 

jiropaty of the merchant. The old man cried put in vain, 
' that he was the father of that monfter who had fold him ; 

\»i% the f<»i fwore vehemently it was falfe, and the bargain 
--^reilMiQedfirm. TheJbn, returning home triumphant with 
'\the price of his father's liberty, was met by the lord of the 
' ififfarift, pillaged of his ill-got riches, and carried as.a flave 

td'the very perfoii who had. juft before bought his father. 

^ A nvHib^ of children are daily Iddnapped by their neigh- 
^' .boBrs^ who have found them ftroUing in the woods, or ' 

driving away the birds from the corn fields and plantations, 

acoording to the cuftom of the country; and in times of great 
. ^(qatxitjr, niaily negroes fell themselves, in order to be aflured 

^jof bread, and make no fcfuple of difpofing of their childrea 

ibr a few handfuls of rice . 

* , .. 

^ Le AIaiils, p. 125. Lab AT. Moorb & Barbot, ubi 
fupra. ^ Ls Mairs, p, 8a. 
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We are told by the feme authors, thit the'JUEj^ aft 
much addifted to magic and forcery, which they aeiciie hj 
means of the grand lorcerer's minifters, the priefts ; 'who^ 
they believe, h^e a power over ferpents and monfters. Walb 
Filla, king of Jaala, a province of Jalaf^ pafled For the 
greateft conjurer of his time, and was reckoned thctodft 
expert poifouer in the whole country. This man could, ac- 
cording to the tradition of the negroes, aflemble all hiis forces 
in an inftant, by virtue of his art, and at the fame time dif- 
perfe thofe of the enemy. Le Moire mentions it as a prtxf 
of the ftupidity of the negroes, that their interpreters aiendt 
able to give the fenfe or convey the meanmg of a fordgn tongue 
in their own, though they perfeftly underftanding both &* 
guages ; thus, by their duUncfs, occafioning numberlefs eflh 

ar barraflments in bufinefs. ' If they once know, that they arc ne- 
cefTary or ufeful to an European^ then they become infupport- 
ably troublefome, are perpetually drunk; and the nsiiits; 
which they procure with great labour and ^ins, are fquan- 
dered away prodigally in one debauch : for palm wine is not 
fo common in this country as to become a general tiqtidr 
among them. They have not the leaft idea of gratitude;^ 
nor the fmalleft notion of returning kindnefs by redproa} 
good offices ; all their anions arife from fome mean, fefilflr 
view, and indireftly to gratify fome brutal appetite : nay, their 
ignorance is fo grofs, that it would be difficult to make tfaett 
comprehend how two and two make ^ur. So total is thir 
flupidity, that they know not thdr own age, or the day of 
the week, for which they even have no names r and iadbeit] 
the only virtue of which they are pofiefled is hofpitidiBiy, if It 
b6 a virtue in them, who invite a ftranger to thdr honfe' 
only that they may g;dn by him ". 

Barbot, fpeaking of the Jahff princes round SAtegJ^ 
compares them to the word of the ManJians, another nadim 
he has celebrated for their vices ; but they join cunning to 
their impudence. They begin a bargain or treaty with b^ 
ging ttifles that cannot well be refufed, in order ft> found 
the temper of the perfon they have to do widi : if they find 
his difpofition eafy, they proceed to alk things of more cod- 
fequence, and in fuch a manner that they cantiot be reftifed 
witjhout breaking with them, at)d deftropng all hopes of 
trade. In general, there is no method of checking their 
-avarice, but by obftinately refufing them every tiling they 

^ afk : this will fometimes have the eStStf and at other .times 
fo enrage them, that they avoid all communication, andfeize 

* Las AT, Afric. Occid. t. iL p. 179, 
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.^^J opppftunicy of doing you an injury. Their princes 
^r^ {q bafely impudent in this begging trade, that, if a well- 
dre0ed European vifits them, they will fucceffively afk for 
every thing he has about him ; for inftance, they will beg 
leave to try on his hat, fword, gloves, 6rc. till they have 
got pofleffion of all, i^nd then force only can get them re* 
turned. However,- the Jalcjf princes towards Gambia are 
JBore modeil, honeft, and humane^ and iadeed of a chai*act 
ter altogether the reverfe of the former. They are lefs ava- 
ricious, lefs mean, and at the fame time lefs proud, except 
where certain ceremonies require a decent dignity. Their 
eftates conilft chiefly in droves of camels, dromedaries, cows,^ 
gpats, millet, and fruits. In the audiences they grant the 
Europeans, they always appear with a becoming jnagniii- 
ceuce, and great decorum of behaviour. They are ufually 
feated on a throne^ and covered with a long red or blue robe, 
adorxied with the tufts of hair from the tail of an elephant or 
fome other wild animal, little pieces of ivory or coral, and 
a^crown oSf ofiers on their head, decked with little horns of 
i^nall deer, antelopes, and other animals, They proceed 
Jtnxh great folemnity to the place of audience, which, in fine 
weather, is generally under the ftiade of a great tree, round 
^js^h their guards are ranged, and always with a pipe of 
tqbacco in their mouths. In all thefe audiences the Arah 
s^ Mooriff) marbuts have liberties allowed them fuperior to , 
tifc. negroes f but the French have fome exclufive privileges, 
d^ed to all other nations. Npthing can exceed the dignity 
with which thofe printes take the pipe from their mouths, 
to interrogate an ambailador, concerning his commiflion, and 
the particular buiinefs for which h^ demanded an audience.:. 
this they do with a kind o£ gravity ai^d folemn}ty of coun- 
temnce, and 9is^ixn(sr altogether peculiar, and of which an. 
Surqpeatif who has not f^en it, ^an have no idea. It would, 
be i^nne^efla)^ to enlarge farther upon thefe tninutif of cha- 
^fter ; we (h^U therefore proceed tp their civil policy, gp» 
wrnment, gnd religion **. 

' JlopND Senegal the J^loffs^ we are told, caU the princes The oJSari, 
of the blopdfby the name dttenhala, and the Qpbles by rhztofl^XoS^ ^ 
ci faljibpbQf Le Maire £iys, that the darnel^ qt prince of. 
that countiy neareft the Seni^galy has under him twp officers' 
^ the higheft rank; the. one, called kotuU^ pr^fi.d^ over all. 
nulitary aSairs, and commands his armies ; the other, called 
the great jarafo, fits at, the head of civil afi^irsj, and is chief 
yx. all courts of. jufbce, 4ie dfmel himfelf . having no pp^vei: 
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to r^erfe his decrees. He makes drcuits rottiid afl^tbe pm* ; 
' vinces, to hear complaints and redrefs gf4e7ance$ ^^fo diat 

no people of fo bad a charaftcr are more happily jgoyerQed^ 
or live in a more peaceable manner. Another officer, calfed 
the alkair^ a word of Motrijb -extraftion. Is treafnrer to ftc 
crown, and exercifes much the fame fuuAion with thtjain^^ 
bnt in a narrowei' compafs : he too has under him fpbaltcm 
aikairsy or alkades, who are the chiefs in the villages 'what 
they refide, and a kind of juftices of the peace ^ thoog^ 
appeals in all cafes of confequence are made to the Jar^, 
when he performs his circuit. Bapbat relates, that 2& die 
great officers have their reprefentatives in every large vifla^; 
and that there are an infinity cX jarafos and alkairs in alim^ft 
every province of the empire. The kpndiy who, in virtee of 
- his ofBce, is lieutenant-general of the whole kingdom, and 
commander in chief of the king's armies, with a power fiarir 
^ar to a high-conftable of France j frequently makes Ac tone 
of the kingdom with ^tjarafo^ to examine into the cOfAt& 
of the alkairs : whenc6 it feems as if the jarafo alone had 
iio authority to call them to an account. The partiedar 
province of an alkade is to levy the rights erf" the croWii> vA 
faxes impofed for t^e fuppgrt of government ; thof^^li^ 
name fe^tos to import the govcrnmentftiip of fome fovDi. 
Tillage, or dlftrift (M). • , .. - . 

Govern" Vasconcelos affirms, that the negroes <rf the eoaft are 
mcnt>. greatly fuperior to thofe of Senegal in theart of go'^eram«tj[ 
that they are more exaft in all the duties of -^ini^niAnttioii, 
their policy more extended, and their fchemcs of fecoiity 
and aggrandizwhent more refi^d, more profound and fecret : 
in a word, that they are more equitable in their rewards mi 
. punifhments, public and private, civil aiid military admim- 
ftration : an aiferfion altogether oppofite to the tt^imoofci 
all other writers. Here the prince's privy-council is cOm* 
pofed of perfons the inoft venerable for their age and wif- 
dom, and the jttdges of the tnoft experienced and intdligait. 
men of the nation. Punifhmenjt immediately fbllbws cofivjc-^ 
tion, and a thief is fold for a flave, feldom put to da^ 
Le Maire fays, jjiat a native of Jalcff, who is aecufed of 
any crime, but cannot be cpnvifted by pofitive cvideno^ is. 
• wobliged to lick with his tohgue an ignited bar of iroii^ flrc^-. 
ing it flowly over three diiFerent time$. If he refifts ftis 

(M) Le Maire writes it Al^ nify juilge ; how it can be ap- 

kmirf Alkodiy Aikadhi, or jilkazi^ plied to ithe-govemors of -towDS, 

cither of which in ithc Arabic who were judges of their dif- 

or ipodern i^^or^ tongue %- tri^t is edily undeffiood. 
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Uy^^,hc is declared innocent, and the accufers obliged to go . 
tltrpugh the fame tryal ; ptherwife the accufed efcapes cor- 
poral ]>3ioi(h9ie];it, but is banljQied the realm, ilfi^^r^xelates, 
that .tiie 7^ii^ natives, upon'the river Qambiaf purge them- 

'felves of crimes, by holding boiling v/ater in the mouth ; 
ff^uent ixiftances of which he has feen : yet does not the 
.i%our of thofe puiufhments deter them from theft and oth^r 

•.crimes pf an equally heinous nature. The reafon perhaps 
i&t that b^e» as well as in more ciivilized CQuntries, the couife 
of juftice is often changed through corruption, money ami 
.in^isA having power to acquit the moft notorious delin- 
^9^nt. J^ Maire furnifties ws with a very remarkable e3^- 
,;^ple,of the power of mqney in preventing juftice. Two 

' pietty i^ii^s^ (dependents on the daxnel, tl^e uncle and nephew, 
/4ifpjt|ti?d ..about a piece of ground, to wljich each claimed a • 
,rkht, and at laft refolved to leave the affair to tbedeter- 
.lEUQ^ion.of the darnel. The day of tryal was appoint,ed, anji 
.crowds of people, affembled frona every corner of the king- 

. .dqip, to £ee the event of .a lidga^tion fo folemn and imjppi:- 
,Jant. .Both the princes^ proftrated ,themfelves before their 
{upfsripr, and each advanced. all the arguments he cpuld ipt ~ 
tAy^wt of his clainu . The nephew, who was foq to rh,e 

. jif^e ikingy concluded his harangue by repreieating, that the 
doIz^Lins in difpute had belonged to his father, to whqm,they 

- were ^givea by the favour of heaven, and that it would, be 
jthe Mgheft injuftice to deprive the fon and legitimate heir qf 
^what the father poHeired. After deliberating for fome time^ 

. .the darnel replied, " What heaven gave to the father, I wijl 
^* .give to the fon :'* a fentqnce that was followed with re- 
|>eaied ihouts of applaufe from the whole aflembly. Tl^ 
jui^ice of the darnel^ the praiies of the nephew, and the dif- 
-bpnefty of tbe uncle, were echoed frpm mouth to moiith, 
^j^every.manfeemed happy in fo equitable a deciiion. NesiC 
.4ayr while the young man was ruminating upon hi$ goo4 

• fortune, b^ was amazed to find himfelf ftripped of all hp 
pofieflTed, without.any new offence or form of tryal ; but hjs 
ioQn found, that the damply, corrupted by a large bribe, had^ 
tTcvqked, the fentence, re-eftabliftied his uncle, and, to pre-' . 
y^t his difputing this, final decifion, had divefted him of 

• (i^is honours, authority, and property. What fufprifed-him 
iltiU more, was the fudden alteration in the fentjiments of tlie 
people, .whofe love kept pace with his fortune ; for they nov 
decried him as much as they before had praifed him ; and his 
Wcl^ who but the day before was the fubjcA of their ribaldry 
5^id &tlre; became now the objeft of their adoration K 

9 Le Maire, p. 119. 
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Occafions As there are an infinity of petty kings included imder tfic 
^/war. general name oif Jaloff princes, fo there are perpetual wkrs 
in fonic quarter or other of this ' ikrge traft of coonirj^/r 
When a rupture with fome other power is refrfved on, tte' 
kondi aflembles the troops, which never exceed 'fife hundfetf 
in number : thus it is that their grealeft bdttles are really but 
fldnniflies, in which hardly any dead are left in tike field. 
Voyagers inform u^,. that in the whole kingdom dt Damil 
there arc fcarcc horfes fnffident to mount two hundred med, 
and yet thA ftrength of their armies confifts in their cavalry* 
The king of Darnel is however a potent prince for that part 
of the world ; his armies are well fupplied with provilions; 
and hundreds of women attend the camp every day with 
'live ftock, for the ufe of the troops, as well as iruits, roots, 
and all kinds of vegetables. Sometimes five hundred difhes dp 
kujkas are fent into the camp, drefl^d add feafbned ia' a vari- 
ety of different methods. Such of them as fuit the Idn^ 
tafte the belt he keeps, the reft he diftributes acAong* thfe 
officers and foldiers, who never want an appetite for loTleff- 
Tbiir catc. a regale. The arms of th& cavalry are long' darts, a' 
arms. kind of javelin, rivetted like an arrow, and fhort fwcxd&'i 
which they ufe when they difmount ; a part of difdpHiietiie]^ 
'are always taught, and frequently pra^fe in battle; howi'- 
ever, fo loaded are they with ^rf^w, that they march bift « 
.flowly on foot. The infantry ate armed with fcymitans, - 
javelins, and a quiver, charged with ten or twelve poifbaed * 
arrows, a wound from which is attended with infiiffiUe 
death. Their bows are made of a kind of hard reed, rdtm^ 
Wing the bamhou, and the cord of an elaftic piece of wood, 
'which they form with great dexterity to yield and recover itb . 
tone. All the negroes are fuch excellent markfmen, Aat 
few will mifs a ftiilling at the diftance of fifty paces ; btst 
they fight in a tumultuous and irregular manner, both fidef 
marching into the middle of the plain, pitched upon f<»>~the 
engagement, without any manner of order or difcipime; 
thdr guirais, or rnftruments of war, founding all the whil^ 
MetMof "With a moft horrible din. When they come within a proper 
fighting, drftancer, the infantry make a general difcharge of thc!r^ 
arrows, after which they engage fword in hand, but with 
fuch precaution, as all the while to have their commerdd 
intereft in view, making as many prifoners and as little* 
{laughter as poffible; for the prifoners of all ranks and ages 
are to'be fold for flayes. Moore however afiirms, that, not- 
witfaftanding all their care, their batdes are fiequendy very 
Woody in their confequences, although th6 carnage in the ' 
field be not confidexable,. as few of thofc wounded with their 
\ ' . , . . . . poifonod 
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poi(oned arrows ever recover. He further affirms^ that the 
Jakffs are particularly dclkate in pcMnt of military honouty 
prefeni&g death to the fmaUeft reproach on their courage: 
this it ky- fays he, which animates them no* lefs than the 
dread of flaver}^9 to mordhan a natural intrepidity, and hur- 
ries-them on to the feats of prowefs above humanity. Should 
the firft flbock of battle fail to decide viftory, they will fre- 
quently renew it for feveral fucceiBve days ; and at length, 
when the obftinacy of both fides begins to faint under the 
fatigue of aftton, they ^ nter upofi a treaty by means of that 
fharhutSy ^who meet in the field between the two armies; 
and, if thefe holy men agree about the articles of convention, • 
they fwear upon the Skorofii and by Mahammed. to be faith- 
ful to thdr engagements. 

' AfoOKE and Le Maire give us fketches of the charafter o/E Tig thm* 
fome pinces that reigned here, when they reflded in the rflSei^ of 
country.' The king of Hoval{N), once a powerful and rer/^^ 0"«- 
fpeAed princ^. Was now, and iince the year 1682, become , 
tributary to another petty king, not for^want of courage, ^''*"^'' 
but by reafon of his inferior ftrength. His dominions ftretch 
abotat fifty miles along the river, and are eight or ten miles 
brxxuJ, befides certain little domains and lordftiips about the - ^ 

month of the river, and without the boundaries we hav^ 
neationed. Although this prince is abfolute in his domi- 
ibiohs,* yet does he often ftand in need of a handful of millet 
to keep him from ftarving ; and hence arofe the caufe of his 
fubjeftion, poverty having effefted what the fword could ' 
fiot, Neceffity often obliged him to make incurflons into tl^ 
zieighbouring territories, in fearch of (laves, cattle, and other 
plimder, which he immediately fold to the French for brandy. 
Ooe drcumftatice iri the' condu A of this prince dtferves to be 
mentioned. When he had got pofleffion of a puncheon oif . 
brtndy, -he firft got drunk, and then ordered if to be Iqpked 
up, and the key put into the hands of his favourite minifter, 
^ko was obliged to ride off thirty or fprty miles diftance from 
th^king. This he did by way of check on his inclinations, 
knowing, thai; if the key was in his power, he could not •• 
wfift the temptation of drinking till the whole was exhauft- 
^ ' but the minifter had often reafon to repent obeying his 
mftjefty; for when the fit fdzed him, he immediately. dif«. * 
patch^ « meflenger for his favourite and the key; and if ho , 

(N) Itmoftbeobferved,that Nerval, by which name Mc$rf^ 

*^ Uairt calls this prince the and indeed almoJQ: all other 

king of Senigaiihy which hfc writerSj fpeaks of him* 
weans the fame kingdom as 

did 



t^ tbt Hjfi$fy of the Interior Cmtrifs. B. :x:V||. 

iHA not make his appe^tfaoce within the tioie allowed by his 
jpiyeftj^ his head became the forfeif^. 

THE^jdamd of kipg of Kayor, another Jalcff^ pnoce, '^iRis 
BO kfs fottUh and drunken. A$ the French hitoits ieUktoi 
appear before him, but to afk fome favour, or €Oiiiplsaa'<£ 
ibme of his officers, they never came to court unprofvkM 
with a dozen bottles of brandy, and were fore to^meetirhli 
,the 9a^ft favourable reqeptioQ,iand have every requ^ granted 
as Ip^ 0s they chc^e to keep his majefty drunk, which fre- 
iqui^ntly happened for whole weeks together. 
EiniJom ^^^ Jcd^s who border on the river Gambia occupy the 
€f Bar- kingdom of BarfaWi and the Lower Taui. Moore alH;ges» 
&11L that the name of t^e royal family here is Vjnu This mo- 
narch governs with a defpotic authority, all the pec^le pr4>- 
Aratiog theaafelves on their faces whenever any perfoa of the 
•royal fi^ily appears ; and from this mark of refpedt no de- 
cree of quality is exempted ; yet does he live upoa a moH 
^Biiliar looting and perfe^ equality with his troops and ail 
^ officers of his army. Every ioldier- has his /bare of die 
.booty made in war, and the king but a certain moderate 
ixroportion, confidering that he might, if he pleafed, iiuze 
upon the whole. This cuAom it is that makes the Ba/fd" 
iim apt only .purfue a war with vigour, but coaticme k unth 
obftinacy ; for the foldiers, reaping the reward of their tab, 
irefufe no hazard or fat^e to render the remainder of didr 
lives eafy. All the court profefs the Mohamtnede^i religioo; 
ihough they feem to pay little regard to that part of the ni- 
fj^ftor's creed which forbids the ule of wine ; for the k^ 
amnot live without brandy, nor is he ever more devout ^ 
when he is drunk. 
Vrefs of TifE general drefs of the Jaloffs is.a kind of loofe calliooe 
th$ Oaa- furpUce, that hangs down below the knee ; which they ipOK- 
lois. times plait about the waift, in a very agreeable maaner ; and 
Jthe natives of Barfaili in particular wear a great niunberof 
gold trinkets in their hair, ears, noiies, and round their 
liecks, arms, and 1^3;^but the women djpecially are food 
* TartUr pf thofe ornaments. The king of Bar/alU, whom Moore fftw 
mc(ount of in 1 73^, had a prodigious number of women : iHjt wharhe 
the king of^^nt abroad, he was feldom attended by more • than «^ 
Barfalli. in^hp feemed to.be drefled out in the whole finery and jcwds 
fii the feraglio. He had likewife a number of brechro^; tat 
it was feldom that he deigned to fpeak to them, and mudi 
^fs to afiociats with theni ; but if .ever be condefcended to' 

^ Moore, ibid. Vide ctiim Le Maire, & Lab at, inloc. 
citat* Barbot, p. 58. 



^idMim tibat EaaoQr/they'WerefQroed'tb tai^ ivfth ^ 

iame refpeA as other fubjefts, aad prcrffa^te tihemfislves 6n 
tbe ^rth the momeat they came iato his- prefence, ootwith- 
^ftandi&g they 'were the prefumptive heirs to the crqwa. Here 
indeed at is ufoal for thie king's* children td difpute the right 
M^ith the brothers/ and the iongeft fword generally carries 
ftway the prize ^ >i .' \. ; 

The jufuaj refidence of the prince is at Kdhone, a town 
ittuflted near the fea, an hundred miles from Jtmr^ another 
town belonging to die fame king, on the river Gambia. 
When his jooajeft/is in want of brandy, or any othef necef- 
fary» he^fends to beg of the governs of James-fort ^ that he 
wiU difpatch a boat with the merchandize he may have occa- 
fioafor; to purchafe which he plunders the neighbouring 
town9, and feizes a certain number of his fubjefts, whom he 
jfeUs for (laves, and exchanges for European commodities; 
This i$ his method of fupplying himfelf, if he happens td 
be 2t% peace with his neighbours ; for which reafon the peo]^ 
tsitk never be fo happy and fecure as when they are at war, 
their mpft cruel enemy being their own king, and their 
greateft danger arifing from the perfon who ought to pro* 
left them in their liberties, lives, and property, 
f His majefty of Barfalli has divided his kingdom into a 
number .of provinces, over which he has fet governors, 
galled ^unurj/x, who pay him an annual homage^ and fend iti 
a certain revenue or tribute to the exchequer. Thofe bumeys 
are. powerful and abfolute within their jurifdiftions; but 
they feldom carry their prerogative fo far as to incur the 
dtflike of the people, whofe afFefticns are the fureft barriers 
againft the tyrannical encroachments of the king. His ma- 
jjefty has notwithftanding an abfolute dominion over thefe go-* 
▼emors, his ftanding forces being at all tinjes fuiBcient to 
reduce them to obedience, did they attempt to throw off 
.iheir fubjeftion; trials of which fddom or never ocdir, 
both fides finding it to be their intereft to live in amity, the 
one toacknowlege the homage that is due, and theodxerto 
j^uire no more than is due. Thus the king enjoys a def- 
potic dominion, without having the whole load of govern* 
ment upon his flionlders; the bumeys enjoy all the privileges 
rf crowned heads, only by acknowleging a fuperior; and 
the people are in the full pofleffion of happinefs, by h^ing. 
a kind of mediator between them' and die monarchy whote 
. Ilayes.they arc. . , 
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Thb king of ^afy2i//r maiDtams fo ftreQuofly the digni^ 
of defpotifm, that he admits of np other couefellor beildes 
his prime miiiifter, that is, his prime Have : for aothing caa> 
be more fervile than the implicit regard this tool of ftate 
pays to the ood of his mader. The minifter is at the fame 
lime the general of the king's forces, and the interpreter of 
his wiD, from the very letter of which he muft never deviate. 
He is called the great yir^ro, or mafter of the horfe ; and he; 
likewife enjoys another office, that of bearing the {word of. 
flate before me king upon all public occaiions. 

Moo&E defcribes otie of the brothers of this prince as a 
perfon equally amiable in mind and body. He was, accord? 
xng to this author, of a tall ftature and genteel a^r^ re^olar 
and handfomein his features, his fk^i exceeding black, his. 
teeth white and even, his uofe high, his 17]ps thin, and eyes 
livdy and black. Nothing could exceed the appe^traoce this 

Since made, when mounted on a beautiful barb he had, 
lely caparifoned, with a bridle plated with filver, a hanA" 
fome faddle, and flirrups of filver well polilhed. This hor/e 
Utoore takes great pains in defcribing ; which, he believes, in 
point of beauty, exceeded the Bucephalus QiAlexaiider * : but 
as moft of our readers have a fufficiently clear idea of siii 
^rabUn fteed, we tliink it unneceilary to dwell upo^ .^^' 
defcription of an animal that fo ftrongly took the. fancy o£ 
our author. Such is the account we haye of the manners, 
cufloms, and governments, of the feveral Jalcff natiaas : for; 
though we have mentioned but a few, out of the great num* 
ber ($ ftates which go by this name, yet froo) what is fall 
the reader has a general id^ ^ the people, and more caa- 
not be expefted in a work of fc vaft extent, ahd where Yf^- 
are defcribing countries known hut to a few writers.. 

Before we enter upon the religion and other particularsr 
common to all the negroes inhabiting the banks of the rivca . 
-Cambia and Senegal^ and that great traft of country lying. 
l?etween both,, from tljie fea to the takes MabeirajiVii. Lahpr^., 
we fliall juft give the geography of twq other ffetes that de-. 
lerve fome notice, as ^eing next ip power and, extent to thofei 

'Anatcount we have defcribed. .The firft is the kingdom of. Cahu^ . 

Qf/om {ituated eaftward, about twenty ;fpur miles, from the b%r at;. 

Mertn- ^^ inouth of the river Senegc^^ begipiping a league befowj 

tenor ua- f^^^^ ^nd extending fo^-ty-fiye miles^ up the river, to the ca- 
taraft or high rock Felum^ This kingdom is bordered'on the 
north and north-weft by thofe vaft traAs of good and bad 
regions inhabited by the wandering Moors y ani "by. fonie ot 
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the fmliSy Who refide conftantly in their town, and ac« 
knowlege the foverdgnty of the Siratick king. On die eaft 
aiki north-eaft is the kingdom of Coffotiy or Caffbn% whofe 
prince has the title of Segucbva^ having his refidenct in an 
ifland, about a mile higher than the cataraft of FWam. This 
ifland is formed by two branches of the river, which, after a 
a conrfe of above fixty miles, lofe themfelves in the lake 
Cqfion, a great body of water, but very imperfeftly known 
to Europeans. They are called the black and white rivers ; 
probably from the colour of the fand and chanel through, 
which tbey run. As the French, who have pufhed their dif- 
coveries the fartheft here, have never penetrated beyond" 

' Gctvina, that prodigious cataraft that had foiled all the at- 
. tempts, of the adventurers, fent from the' ifland of Senegal 

\by thcSicur 2)tf ^rwtf, we know nothing of the extent of 

• the kingdom of Cajfony but from the report of the Moarijb 

• merchants and negro faftors, who pretend to no knowlege o£ 
the north fide ; but afRrm, that to the fouth it extends to 
the countries of Godova and Giaca; the Mandingoes of 72zim- 
boura and Bambous being tributary, though not adhially fub* 
yt& to it. The Cajfons are faid to be defcended from the 
Fvu£s^ to be rich, induftrious, numerous, and their king the 

' fovereign of Galam, and of moft of the other ftates under 
the immediate dominion of the Siratick. The <;ountry is faid 
to abound with mines of gold, filyer, and copper, fo rich 
that the veins appear almoft at the furface of the earth ; and. 
this the natives rake off, fift, and fell as gold duft, after it 
has been firil waflied and cleaned by a running ffaream. 

' Labat fays, that, before the direflion of afi&irs at Senegal 
came into the hands of the Sieur De Brue, feveral of his 
predeceflbrs had formed the defign of accurately examining 
die kingdoms of Galam and Ca£hny. with intention to culti- 
vate affiduoufly the commerce which thofe rich countries 
would neceflarily afford ; but whether from a deficiency ia 
power, capacity, fteadioefs, or from the natural difficulties 
which attend the execution of all new projeAs, it vs certain 
they could never pufli thdr difcoveries beyond Leiie, Betel, or 
Ctdtde, the cataraAs of the Niger being infurmountable dif- 
ficulties. Wirfiout venturing to eftablHh fiiftories, and k 
regular fettled commerce, they contented themfelves with 
fending a few fmall ve0els as far up as the river was navi- 
gable, to receive the flaves, gold, and ivory, which the Manr 
dingo merchants did not chufe to carry to the nver Gambia : 
but of this we ihall have occafion to fpeak more particularly^ 
when we come to treat of the navigation and coqimieroe of 
thofe two rivers; at prcfent we fl^U relate thofe cuftoms 
' ' which 
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which su-e pecaliar to the iohaktsats of that great' tn£k^ 
hnd lyiog between the rivers GamU^ dgd S^nBgat, ,waii 
common to tbem all, thou^ difiiDgaiilMd iato dyfeiNUT; 
nations' (0)» 

Sect. xi. 
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Contiuning a piinute Defcription of the Drefs^ Butt 
Marriages^ Education of Cbildreny and Buriabi tf 
the interior Negroes in general j of their Langu^ 
Arts^ ManufoQures^ &c. of their Relipon and S^^ 
fiitions ; togeibeir ivitb a fdtticukr Account of 
Marbuts^ or Priejls. 
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S all the inhabitants of this diviCon of Africa^ 
^ __ the Foulis^ are of a complexion totally black, yt 
might be expefled to enter here upon a philofophical irigT^ 
into the caufes of this diverfity of colours. It is the^ 
obje£l that firlkes the imagination of travellers, and p^i£^ 
one of the mofi: curious fubjefts in natural philofophy; finft 
We chufe to refer the reader to the reflexions we have aliea^ 
made in the eleventh and fourteenth volume$» as xKithiag 
more than conjeflures can be ofiered, and we fee all the ip- 

< Vide Moore, Labat, Le Maiee, k Bakbot, in lo^ 

citat. 

(O) It may be worth remark- Jalofsi of Modn to the JKbtf- 

ing» that altbp^ the prevailing dingoes and Jalaffs toge^; 

cuitoms of all nations inhabit- ana many of Barhot*% tp^pe 

ing this part of ^r/^^^ have ib FtuUi only : yet would eadttf 

;ftron| an anal6|y, that he who thofe writers feem to dmin^ 

^eteibes one gives a tolerable a geaeral idea* of die v(Me» 

^dtral idea of the whde, yet froift ojsfcrvations tiMiy lone 

Ae remarks of moft writers art made on partieiikir letn^dAdft; 

^mfined to fome particalar peo- though, fsom conparisg.dK^ 

fie : and, as diflPerent authors it is obvions that ^ef aie eack 

ave treated of different coun- chara^erized hy peculiar liovi* 

tries, we have thus an idea of ners, which was the realbnvfcy 

thofe pccvfliar national manners wr treated of then> feparatel^^ 

that tharaderi^e thern. Voi in- for we would omit nothing dkit 

flanee, jQhfin\ ^ema^ks are con- conld contnbat^ €6 enlightea ti 

fined to ^e Mmtdinpet \ thofe obfeure a paxt of hitory. 
^beUaite and Ubai to th^ 

4 gemous 
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ggfet^(Hij|:hj[p0t^Q(es formed by the French academidaas ovtr- 
Hjb^rp^pn by A^ne obAinate fadts,,that cajODot^be reduced ta 
tjiiji 0thetwUe plaufible fyftem. 

The common dreffr all over this part of Africa is a kind Drefs of 
of fhirt OF furpUce, and wide drawers, made of blue and the negrta 
vrhite cotton cloth, the fleeves large, which they tuck vn^ingtmr^k 
over their arms, whep they are employed in any bufinefs that 
recjiiires the free ufe of their hands, and the drawers hang* 
iag la a b^g that feparates their legs, and makes them ftrad* 
. m& as they walk* Oa their feet they wear a kind of leatherSx 
'&ndals, buttoned at the inftep and toes, and behind at the 
^ bed: Their heads and whole bodies, when full drefled, ar« ~ , 
; c#v<ered ^er with grifgris : for here religious ornaments con- 
ftkute the material and chief beauties of drefs. Some wear 
a fword flung' over the right flaoulder, others a long dart, 
and others a bow and arrows ; but all ufe a long knife by 
their left ilde, a weapon they are never feen without. Wc 
here fpeak of pwfons of better faftuon, for as to the poor, 
' they geaerally go naked> and are at leaft bare-footed. As to 

• jMxe women, their drefs confifts only of a piece of potton, tyed 
nd the waift, and falling down to the knee, in form <rf a 
icoat, much in the fame manner as the negroes of the 

ivory 7 and Grain Coqfls : all the upper part of the body 
s '^^Tiaked, which, for ornament, they mark, ftain, and paint, 

• '«widiTarious figures and colours, which at a diftance have the " 

• <i^mblamre of a painted c^Uicoe,, or flowered fl:ufF. Some of 

them have a loofe piece of cotton cloth carelefly flung over 

tKdr flioulder ; but this i«,a piece of extravagance very un* 
: »(%idl: and iWbtfr^ obferves, that both fexes pride themfelves 

€Ni having a large bunch of keys fufpended to their girdles, 

filly for the oIl:entation of pafling for pcrfons of wealth *. 

; V With r^ard to the diet of thefe negroes, it is plain andT 

5 Smpk, corhpofed chiefly of rice, roots, and fruits, which 

?Wiey eit with abundance of appetite, as we may imagine froin 

.^^cir making but one me^ a day, and that in the evening. 

, 3rbls. temperance however is not fo much the refBlt of virttft 
/^^ of Isatneis,. .whkh prevents their g/oing in f^rch of gftBM^ 
^ } liier'efdy aiudiaL food they ufe ; for their cattle, flieep, an^ 
t «tfteta^' are carefully kept for milk. ^ J&hjbn mdeed acquaifits 
; ''^iHfy tdbat ft h an eftabliflved ndfaxim among many of them> 

thbc ftbflemtoufnefs and temperance ii^ diet, during the hot 
i Ibifim^ contribute greatly to the prelervatlon of health ; a 

. foaftice \Kfhich, from their example, he ftrongly recommends 
to z^iJi Europtans^ who reflde in the iknie climate ; and his rctf- 

; jQjspM'sQoMfnTradc; p, 49. 55. I^MAias^ltiisu 

fbmag 
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bAng it muft be owned appears confooant to jealSa and the 

hws of the anunal csconomy • The ordinary ^nk of all the 

negroes is water; though the better fort dF people in dih^ 

country tife paloii wine, diluted mth war^, ^d a kind of 

beer, called ballo^ made from the grain moft cammon beret 

bat whether that be rice or millet we are not told. It b 

true they have all an extreme fondnefs for.tftandy ttA ftroog 

ipirits ; but as thefe are purchafed from xbt Eiifcpe^ms^ bekf 

|)erfons of condition are able to indulge in thtm. id stay dii^ 

grce of cxcefs : yfct; whatever the inclinations of th6 tM t» 

debauchery may be, nothing can exceed the behavtOOrcif 

the women as tot emperance and fimplicity of diet and driidt$ 

for they never tafte any thing ftronger than water, of it Mk 

a little wine or ballo plentifully dilSt^; 

ir diii^ Some authors tells us, that the negroes nfaketwo mealsa 

day, one about iht middle of the day, the other in the eteo* 

ing ; that they fit down to table without airy of ihat form- 

ture deemed neceflary among us ; they eat with their fingers^ 

and always ufe the right hand, efteeming it an indeceocy to 

touch their food or lips with the left, which they emplof 

» in all the meaner offices. Nor are their kings any better pr^ 

Yided with the inftruments of refinements and luxury, altho^ 

they eat in ftate, and alone, except when they ibmetimcs 

admit their high marbut to the honour of fitting \i^ith them 

at table. Hence it is that the negroes very nnwillii^ 

admit Europeans to their meals, as • iF themfelves were fen* 

lible of the miiery, the flovenly manner, afid the downifli* 

fiefs of their cuftoms, in this particular. 

J£n.. As to their 'marriages, we find a variety of different ida- 

ru^is* tions by voyagers, a particular which we attribute rather to 

the inconftancy of this ceremony than to the miftake and 

ignorance of writers. Job/on alleges, that every man has i 

right to marry the girl he loves, without regard to fortuod 

or quality, or indeed to any other circumftanot than that of 

saatttrity and a proper age ; yet he allows, that contraAs are 

feldom made without die participation and confeot of the 

parents, in whofe hands he depofits the jointure intended^ or 

at leaft a proper Security for the payment. The king or 

chief perfon in the province, town, or village, holds certu 

rights, as the general guardian of all the girls withui his 

jurifdljtion, more efpeclally of orphans. As ibon as tha 

preliminaries areadjufled, the bridegroom, accompanied with 

a number of young fellows, fet out by moon-lig^t, or at 

ieaft in the night, and furround the houfe pf the bride, ia 

order to carry her off by force; while fiie and her female 

attendants pretend to wk€ ail poiTible refiftaoce, and alarm 

the 
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Ae whole ViHflge ^th their cries $ a coynefs that is lodced 
JBLfon as a cerqniony (^ coUrfe, fo that ho oppofition U 
itiide to the mviiher, the eomedy always termhiattng in a 
wedding. To fach a degree of abfurdity k this farce car- ^ 
ried> that the lover haunts the houfe for fevefal weeks before^ 
acnd is feen concealihg himfelf ia woods and groves around 
the rdidence of the objeft of his wifties, covering his face 
ilrith a veil, to prevent diicovery^ and giving the coprtihip 
ail the air of an intrigue, without which the joy is reckoned 
flat and infipid K - 

' MoORE affirms, that round the Gambia a father often be«' 
troths his daughter to fome neighbouring infant on the dajr 
of her4)irth; an- engj^ement fo firm and binding, that it can 
never be retraced; nor are the inclinadon^ of the parties' 
liiemfelves fufSdent to diftblve a marriage made without 
their confeht. In general the women marry very young, and' 
leave b(F bearing children at the time (^ life when others 
begin* When a marriage contract is agreed upon, the bride- 
groom mtift prefent the parents of his bride with two cows^ 
a bar of ^iron, and two hundred hU nuts ; \rtthout which^ 
ceremony the bargain is not bindira;, even fuppofing ha 
(hoiild have carried her home and contummated* The Tame 
author 6bferves, tfiat the hufband mud rive an entertain** 
laent, to which all the neighbours are luppofed to come 
^thout iniAtation ; and that this ceremony, the negleA of 
which inevitably incurs the contempt of the village, con- 
tinues for tluee or four days. The bride is carried from her 
father's houfe upon the (boulders of young fellows^ friends 
to die bridegroom, her face covered with a veil, which (he 
never lays afide till after confummadon ; her doing this being 
aoeftimony to the whole aflembly that the nuptial rites are 
doly performed } for the method is, that die married pair 
reth'e, while the company continue finging, dancing, and 
dtinking, dll their return. 

Labat's account of this ceremony, in the countries bor- 
foing on the* Senegal^ is different. Here the youi^ lover 
applies to the'^parents of his miftrefs,. and endeavours to win 
hor confent through their influence, but without ever de* 
ftring or expelling that any conftraint (hould be laid on heir 
Inclinations, which he believes muft terminate unhappily to 
both parties. If he has been fo fortunate as to gain her 
aficAbns, he makes fome prefents to the father and mother^ 
or neareft relations, the J)ride is conduftod to his houfe, and 
the marriage is concluded wlthoutany other forqi or cere* 

^ jANBQpiN^ p. 96. 
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tbe boi^, the l^rid^groolai off<^& iier ^ }^a.Q4> ^P ^9^ 
bcr.jo the beft ^(wtme&t; whece-A^^ 90. fooi^frqitfer^ ||i( 
be. tak^ upo^ ^'^ th($ buib^, mi mgioy^ hqr i|M^ 
,4i^eiy » foKfei^-'^yaicr, qr ia icpie o^r ferjri|e pca^ 
tlw/i^tiw^tiag liHfireby h«r fobpcdiq^itiQi^; mi fee tfrfj^ 
i^Uy ircUrfis pI^. tbe firft fQptiQa to tt^^cotf bU cpprng^l^ 
She fji9$ »f^;r bim* ^ttei^ him m qjUAliity itrf'aii ii^^iij: (]^ 
fU99^t 404 f^ticfltly wails his time^lo bp led tp.bcdj )|| 
this is aa authority which only brutal hufband^ aQ'^pe^i^lgi 
ihc fipft jught, ripd while it i? lookttA ^ppn » ^ pjPSiR 
ce^eau^y. (f tb^ bride is fecure ol her beiag a vifg^ J 
wag e*trc9i(Bly rjjrc in apy of tht ije|;rp (ijouptri^, M 
s^fiy^l from a ipptly^ of yai^ity «od CQmpliqaen^ to herM;; 
hf^i, (prj^^ fi wblt(£ ccnttQn dpth upjap the bjsjd, wl^^ A 

, ti^ of im f<^«m <-kfifiky.t. $tQ4 the abilities of ctie |jri^ 
gr^p^^ 0M^ ^xppTes ,pubUcIy to tbe gompiany aft^ oo^^:i 
ip^9 } by wboAY )t i^ received mth pcofoujid idp^,.^ 
c^^ ia frmvipb. rosind the vill^, awaded by a«v^ * 
Ii$9i^ «itb ft-v^kfcy q/ m^^fic, and gpe^t rejo^^jinj^, 
i^ref 4j,s^ Jba^.if: tjie.jiropef j^i^s of vh*gi«ity 4ft. 
^ppc^^ ^c .^sa^ :w;* obliged tei ^^e b^r \>^^ X^ 
lUkid<;S^CK^ K«4#i^ k> but tbi$ i« ^ dMjgrace jE^d99.i% 
^piii^jtbein» 11^ 'th^ p^t^ c9j^ is t^ken tb^ th^ I^di ^' 
<l^]plio€d by .<;op3[p«««iit jiiidgp befpri^i wafr^^ge ; mi (fe 
tb^ bujfbimd .<2H^m ^t^ be difoppqintjed., he cb^fes fU%^ 
l^s^p bi$ ^g^gWiiQ^' A wii> ,ernb¥GiL mo f|^miliea> the iqii^^ 
^U^ panfgqijenfie of fending h^ck. th* bri^ ^. It is. ttRf^ 
^t in Q)»ny ^^ of illis )(»oa& vkginit; i^ bafe Ikde p^iA^ 
tte 4f^kmfi .^ W^U .as Eurff^am b«^g gce^y divided Ali$ll 
tbe Y^ije cf this ff^tpide jewel,, fqsp^e djsa^jig if- sdjpve^ j^ 
€^e^ belpw aU eftiin^tipij. We (halfecwidvi^^ our affCgl 
<tf iiie n^^pMiiAc^remQoy, with a cujflom which ^ obfcr ^"^ 
ibme nations of this divifion, according t0 Jhn^guhf.^ 
of fonike cr^it. By tnm we s^re tjold, thait the. bride, i? 
ver^ nabed to the bridegroom 1^ her parents ; that h« ijlj 
t^cdiately fca«:ies h^r bfrfpre the mariut, who orders thfifi J| 

: cat ia few gi-aias rf fine fand, and tp cpnfummate thef^r * 
*og oight, this being, the whoie form pf marriage. M^ 
ing ^ the fiimje >j^riter, if ithe marks of virginity m. 
evident in the mpraing, the huiband has i right i.aim^di^ 
to repudiate his wife.; and this in fome cowntri^s is efte^ 
fy difgraceful, that a woman who caimot beax d« teft 
tatbe/ ppriib than mai^ry. . .,j 
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^ AtL aiithois agree^ that poligamy isfemksnl het^> 1«4th 
the fame latitude as in all other negro cocatries^ the htifband- 
bdng confined to no number, and taUng as many women as 
liis circuaiftances will fopport \ but they differ greatly con- 
:eraing the privileges c^ the hu(band and wife, the po^er • 
given to the one, ^nd the obedience required of the other*. 
^bfon calls one of the women the handwife, becaufe (he.al^ 
vfays attends the huiband, aflumes a kind of ftiperior^ty ov^r 
the refl, and is in fa(5t the miftrefs of the family^ becaufe ihc 
has brought him the firft child, or the largeft fortune, or^ 
what is of m<^re confequence than all, her virginity. Ii|t 
confequence of her ftation, fhe is exempted fr^m many Of 
the lervile occupations in which all the reft are employed/' 
and fomatimes eats with Iter hufband; an honour idenied to 
ihfe others> who eat in a little cabin apart from the principal 
hat, never appearing in his prefencebut when called, or fhar- 
ipg in his embraces but when fatiety of the principal w^cnan 
calls for variety ; notwithftanding which, Jobfin (peaks with 
ildmicatioil of the hacrmony and perfeft runderftanding that 
reigns through the whole, where all might expcA to b6 in' 
coofufion, from jealoufy, luft, and envy *. 

The punifhmentof adultery is, according to Job/on, no n .^^ 
c^cr than flavery, with this caution, that both parties be ^^{jf 
4>W 50 the Europeans \ for then they are aflbred that the ^^^'/^^^ 
<!riminals WiU be tranfported beyond fea : but Barhot ob- 
ferves, that if they are lafcen in the aft, the adulterer is put. 
to death, and the. woman repudiated^ the greater guilt being 
4ways fuppofed to lie on the man. As for her, fhe returns 
to her parents, who are obliged to receive her, as if nothing 
bid happened ; though infomc places fhe is ftigmatized with 
\ mark of infamy, and forbid to aflbciate with the other 
Womea of the family. In fome cafes the woman. is put to 
^th, or fold for a flave, while the man efcapes unpuniihed ; 
fcijt this mnft be on clear evidence, that fhe h^d decoyed him 
ii^to a belief of her being fingle. An inftance of this nature 
liappened to. the Ar//, one of the chief officers of the damel\ 
Ks wife having gb^en him caufe to fufpeft her fidelity, and . 
that fhe had deceived her gallant, he was going to put her to 
4cath, but was advifed on account of her high birth, to lay 
1^ grievances before the king. The fafts being clearly, 
proved, IJie was fold by his majefty's ord^r to the Freficb 
'feftor, and the gallant not only acquitted but rewarded, for . 
the honour he had fhewn in refufing her favours, till fhe. 
i»d convinced lum that fha- never had been married ^ . 

« P-^U ^ La»at, t iv. p. .i-gd 
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IdOdltB affirms, that, iii general, the YmfbinA has ^e 
pQwer of punxfhing the infidelity of his wife, by ftWsag her 
to the higheft bidder, or driving her forth out of his hbtfe 
with all her children, without any thing to fupport them. 
* Yet notwithftanding the rigour of thefe laws, the womai 
look upon an intrigue ^with a white as a great hononr, and 
riieir hufbands frequently compliment the &ftors^ with tbc 
nfe of their wives, their fillers, or daughters-; but Barht 
^inks, that this complaifance proceeds fron^ motives of is- 
tcrcft ; . as there is no tie fo facred but they wiH break, nothli^ 
fb bafe but they will commit, to gratify thiir ftrongeff 
of paflions, the love of money. Although the women are 
by nature not averfe to gaHantry, yet among them too in- 
lereft is- the firft principle and fpring of their siffe£tiomi 
which they always proportion to the wealth and liberality cff 
the lover ; aiid as they are in general tall, handfbme^ aitf 
hfci^ous, the Europeaiu feldom difpute with them about t&e 
price of their favours *. 

In this eotrntry the women are charged with all ^e 

kborious employments, and they not only perform Ae 

domefiick offices, but rtie culture of the earth, the {owiii^ 

planting, imif rigapkig, develve upon them ; in a word; xH 

wpmen here enter upon' the whok province of the otherfiot) 

. at leaft what rs reckoned fo Kt ahnoft every part of the wodd 

/ befides ; but Mthoiigh' this fubprdinatfon be eftablifhed by 

Guftom immemorkii> it reflefts grcaftly upon a man's pcjfm- 

, tation, if he fuflfer the weaker fex to toil like flavcs, wlnle 

he is mdulgmg in> eafe and luxury; and nature feems £> 

ftrongly to did^ate this, that, in fpite of their favourable laws 

atid inbred lazinefe, they ufuaHy fhare the kbour with A^ 

women*'. ' - "^ " 

Among the negroes of this country, whether Moham- 
medans or Pagans y there are certain degrees of confanguinity, 
which are by law prohibited' from marrying ; for inftance, ^ 
man cannot marry his fifter,. his dia^ighter, his aunt, or 
niece ; and a king who would violate: this ireli^ous law, 
would probably be fevercly cenfured by the marhuts. Ail 
the women are incredibly fruitful, and intrepid in diild- 
bearing, as in the feVercft pains of labour they never utter' a 
groaii, or even a figh, which would be reckoned cowaidtf 
in the moft racking pangs. They feldom require the afiSft- 
a6ce of a midwife, except thofe who are pregnaot very 
yiDung, and never keep their beds above a day or two, if at 
iilU in genera], indeed, the mother and infant are imme'^- 

t P. 153. * «> Labat, ibid.4f^fc^. 



diately waihed, the child \?rapt up in a cloth, tucked round- 
the mother's flioulders, who (ets about her work as if no- 
thiag extmordioary had happened (A). . - 

Five or fix days after birth, fbme writers fay a month. Education 
the jchild has a name given it, with the ceremony of having tfckiU 
fhis head ihaved and anointed witkoil, lu (heprefence of five^'** 
or iiK of the neareft relations. Their names, at Jeail among * 
the profeflors of riiart nel^ion, are {[enerally MohammedAn^ 
fuch as OmoTy Halt, *Dimii, MaUel^ for hoys ; and FaUma^ 
ASmata^ Kamba^ See. for girls ; s^er which, the child h 
every morning wa&e&ca cold ^ter, and ihen aooiated witk 

The mothers treat their children with exceedhig tender- 
nefsy.fparing no fatigue or labour in indulging them, tiH 
ihey are able to walk, and then carefully cheriflitng and 
^ffiduouHy 'Attending their bodies, but neglecting their 
aninds, cill ' they a^ e in a condition to provide for ^em« 
&lves. As they are bred in a perpetual courfe of idleneii, 
their lazinefs becomes habitual, and feldom wears off for 
iheir whole bves^ and this is all they gain by the ill judged 
teDdernefs of the motfaec As <to itbe .girls, they .ni^bred 
to labour from their infancy, to a feferved and modefl 
.behaviour in company, efpecially with their fuperiors and 
parents; bet take tkem afide, fays Edrb^t; and y6u wiU find 
that an ^education, net fomidedon principle, and inflilled by 
example, is but of Httle efficacy, as th^-e are no favouns 
which they >w1U not grant for a 1>utidi of coral and ribband, 
or a gldfs toy. Here,^ as well as in ibme other countries we 
liave defcribedt'^e woipaA avoids the carefles of her huiband, 
ior three y^rs aftpr dhU4kieat^ii]g.^ acuAom founded upon 
their great ai{eAion for their -children, who^ they imagine 
jcomraf): difleoopers fnom the mother's mtlk^ cdntaminated by 
the nuptial embrace ; however, their natural defires are in 
|[eQeral too ftrong for tibeir -regard to their children, ^nd k 

' Barbot^ p. 37. LeMjlire, p. I j^, i6a. 



(A) To thb method of car- 
tying the children continually 
on Uieir backs, Le Mairi a^- 
Vibutes the fl^tQefs of their 
nofes, from the perpetual fric- 
tion again (I the mother's back ; 
hut this foltttioQ not only con- 
iradidis the fa£ls, which both 
It and other writers advance. 



that the nativeii of t!iefe coiim* 
tries have high nofes, but ia 
contrary to common fenfe, as 
the infant is turned back to 
back to the mother, a method 
frequently prsdifed among the' 
begears of North Britain, par- 
ticularly in the HigbJimdt of 
Scotland^ 



xj 



ifi 
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k the hufl^ndCs iuilt, if they do not ffaomeo the perfbi^- 
(igpaii by cuAom for this penance. 
Buriah. Th£ cuftoms obferved Upon the death of > a&y period » 
' the &ine we )iave related in .our accocmt of the CvliCo4\ 
the whol^ vilkge beiQg inimcd^tteiy apprised of die io^ \sj 
•*'i the cries and dift railed kmeotatioDs of the £unily; ^ 
piarkutt inftead of th/^fttickeers^ caiiefbUy wafliing theboi^; 
^od then covering it with the&me cbaths the perfon nfaalij 
.wore; che relatioos cdojing one, after another tja fiapcSnA 
iiiculoU6 queikions to the cieceafed; fuch a? whedic^ bevis 
unwilling to live, with them ? what could pnt it into his had 
to die? whether be complained of the narrownefi ^Hi 
iortuoef whether he had too few handfome. wsoBoen.' or 
.whether any of the relations had :OjSendec(- h|p» Jiax k 
Ihould take this cruel method tf puaifliing them i cm d» 
'Other hand, the guir^fs, a fpccies (^ moficians, .plajaodiufi 
•the praifes of .the deceafed, and zfalgcu:^ ori)all, is gjkoJo 
^all the attendants, in memory, of the ifdsauOc. Slaves aj^fidi 
to pnrcbafe braAdy ; and» after the emcrtaiameat, the^onr 
lb removed k<m. the grare in which the .body is tobede- 
.pofited(B)« Fpuc of the neareft reiaooqs iiiAain a cktbi ^J 



/ (B) The iTiP^ff. is <;oxidi3ftf 

.ed i^ the fbUowing manner,: 
all the youne jpeopie of the yil- 
lage aiTemble in a large area> 
in the middle pf which they 
light a great fire. The fpcfta- 
tors form an oblong fquare at 
both .ends, of which the dan-^ 
cers are rangnd in oppotite 
iinca* the mtA on 0nt &ae» aftd 
. Che women on ^^ other. . Twq 
tabors regulate the dan^> and 
as foon as they beat, the per- 
formers begin a. fong, which 'is 
chorufTed by the whole a^em- 
biy ; at the fame time a dancer 
ftepping forth from each line, 
advances towards the oppofite 
perfon he is fond#fE of, to the 
diftaiice of two or three feet, 
gnd presently draws back in ca- 
dence, till the tabor gives the 
£gnal for them to come clofe, 
and to ftrike therr thighs againfl 



always of different fexcs. Tto 
done they draw bacjc a£^n,li^ 
advance with diffeteac xntiWr 
ments, accommodajted ta iftc 
time of mafic, till at length 
they return to their phajji' 
Alter every perfoit in etdi ^ 
has done the fame, thentk^^d 
meet, aad daasce : ia ckRB9» 
with mnch the &me moveatfoti 
2^ they did fHJgly, if »Pt M 
more lafcivious and immodeS* 
The negroes nevct foot it, p 
is every' member and joint rf 
the body in motion, evea M 
head and the mufcles of tlj9 
face playing in the moft n- 
dicalotts grimace ; and in t)ui 
variety of didordons, confilN 
the excellency of the danccf» 
as It /hews adivity, hut very 
little grace, or what we call a 
genteel air (i). Such is tte 

ofci^9fal f . ir* far* 4- (• >• 



•s^ay of pall; whick is fprcaB c*er khfe corjjfe, vv^hite A«.»wr*wif 
ivhifpers certain inarticulate fomids ih its.ear.. Afte^ thjfrit 
r^^s immediatdy coverddmtfa iWft, the^ijpfnfc-Aoiie Md up9tt 
it, and over that a peoe of cioth,of any(<ipl0<k^.th€ vdiatioAS - 
Ki-h»fo. • At the Wad- ftaixd!i*ur'^ of wai^^vand fQmepJUtos 
of kujkus "y and neai^ tiibiarf pole/ xftorwhii^aF^fuipCinc^ 
^o\vig, arfbws, darts f .iiidrfw««i . oPtte • .ii(feeii<©4» : fe fome 
^ujiCrfes* they tiraw* deep! dkch muE(d'l^e^9^^^> t© p^- 
**e«t it^ Krftig dug up byiwiW: bcafts^ *« fteq^^^y happens * , 
t^here^tltls pre^atidDirisromkisd. tf thi^^p^$%{<dbea b^, 
'^he Wdmeii a«(^gil:b of die viliage €hA«^ja:^4|B|&ijal ^ioe, 
*i^hlle' ttet bp^s rufn aixnit th^ Greets,, inakitg ^^dKnurl noife 
'^ith thdf hkr& iMmnfieDir; aiid Ih'e daitterii^ (^f^arms, 
^'%k& v^^kk^h' diiey dre prQTi&»l foi- tlfi& ^19^^^. <K>mmittiQg 
iA\ f<^fRb\e extrttvagaftcies t 

V W»^>i a idng dies, :i cef^n *^me ts flxW foe J the pttblic 

'^auf<li»^j ^hich confiflis of a^fnill chorus of h<HvJifigQver \i^ 

'^^^^^ dBid- bondre(& of negroes, ^ho>4eieAed ^t dece%|^ 

'i(s a t3rrafit"whi}e Ibia^^ dcyw testing: thekb»<F;lMtaMOgthei^ 

;^e^6, • dftd pcrortiig fbrtli:.coren!t6ni0ii&<aild yi^fAx }anfk«^E|iv- 

'ti(^n$ M^ His d€at[& i^^H^therkit ful^eAs^iron^iiv^y-f^ . 

'iaff his .dl>]idaion^ iend^pi^efi^ts .trf fo^^i^ teej^^rke^ a^ 

fnillet, f€fr the mAinteaatiQGrx^£ ^ menrfBeHs/ aptd opcft^ tabfe 

^?is kept r^iund thegraive^fiwr.fejretfatdaljfs,, ^erernothiog bin 

l^potinh atid riot reagns, <fKbap(r at theliottrs'^deftm^d' td g^i^. 

iSome writers tell us, thafcrtbeb {^aints! tb^giir atfun-rmng, 

:«n(i continue till tbe evsniiig^ ^hea thentrdgtcikce is laid 

(a£dei atid- fucceeded by; jd^mdhg, .Sag^gf JG^ity» and d^ 

<l9miche<r$? c^the moft exirav^ant oatare. Mo^re gives us ^ 

'^4^11 a<±dtfm't>f^he fvnemtobioqMks of aieaptma of a villagi^ 

%iX ttik' was <!^Hly aa^epffiioaile of tbe ceremMA^/obfervedr^ 

,*tfiebirf^iarofagreatkiDgiar;A«W*v .... 

r- ' If tbb Itifig'have fto demiAd^ u^a thsi^^ftateof a deceaibdi 

"Siegro, the brothers, fiflers; and bther relatiDaS,! ent^r into 

-poffefnon of hiseflffefts, Rttfex^rd being: pfaid to .the claims 

*^the eMldren, ualefs-they happen to bfe^oflaa age ta cfif- 

^ Mpute their rights % but of the laws concerning iidberitance, a^ 

^cU ast>Fallother civil and ^ofiitai^ laws, afasksi^fVaU^hewfiCjsrs 

.. * La»>t, t. iv. c. «. etiauit. iu p: 302. ^ '&fobRE, p. tio'. 

i*etbod in which tke negroes gtief and metaacUoJy in qne^ 

•Cftlebra^e. the'lad hononrs to. a ihall be the Cphjed of mirth, , 

departed friend ; and fuch are joy, aad wantotinefs^ ia aa- 

tiie whimficalculloms of differ- other, ' 
cot oafiion3i vvhit prQdac^Ch 

/ X 4 upon. 
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tipoo this fubjedi: have been fo Ihort, «s if they imag^tied a 
trne idea of a p^ple*is to be acquired^ liot from thefe, bnt 
firom the general tuftoms that prevail among them. They 
enlarge greatly npocf their dandng, mufic, and ex,ercifes, 
while they touch llightly upon whatever charadlerizes the in- 
telleft^ chudng rather to amufe than inftraft. 

As to the mufical inftnunests of this country, it wouldbe 
difficult to convey by words an exaft notion of thflcn ; m 
ihall mention, however, fome of the moft peculiar and 
« curious. Every village has its tontmg^ % kind of large dram, 
which is beat upon the approach of the enemy, and ^m 
the alarm on all extraordraary occ;afi6ns ; and this it dec- 
tually does, as it is difiinjtly heard at the dtftance of feveo 
.mites. Jobfon defcribes a kind of ftringed inftrument he had 
feen neaix the river Gambia^ which we take, from his 9ccoQQf> 
to be a kind of hiarp. He fays, it is the only infinusent 
upon which the negroes play witli their fingers ; thoilgb ve 
are at a lofs to imagine how they could otherways toucb the 
ialafo or ballardi as he calls it, . which^ from the defcripdoo 
of all* writers, though they diffcir in ceruun circumihiiKes, 
•appears to be a kind of {pinette, with keys and ffaiogsof 
various lengths and fizes. Barbot and Le Mm ^ are pec* 
^^ded, that| in the hands of a maAer, this inftrument would 
be very harmonious, though in the hands of the negroes it is 
very imperfeft, but not diiagreeable. Moore fpeaks of an 
inftrument, to which he gives th^ name iulafo, which thqf 
ftrike with quills or bits. of reed, in the manner of a duki* 
sner ; but he has probably miiapplied the name, and coo* 
found^ed two diiferent inftruments. As to their muficiaos, 
voyagers tells us, that they aroy to a man, the worft tbataro 
to be met within any part of the univerfe, and, imperfeft as 
their inftruments are, their eicecution difgraces them* ^P 
"have frequently mentioned their gnirots^ ^ term which is 
rendered by all our Englifb voyagers by jfidler^ thoogh 
NyandaeU in defcribing the Grain Coafi^ fpeaks of thcie 
guirots as a fpecies of bards and buffoon?, of which the 
king and nobility retain a grieat number as domeftics : it is 
poflible, that both profeffions may be united in one, as 
mufic and pcwHry are lifter arts, and wit is always nearly al- 
lied to poetry. The European faftors are never lofited by 
any of the prinqes or nobility of the country, but they arc 
regaled by the guirots or Juddies, as Job/on calls them,/ 
who, like the Trifi harpers, feat themfelves at fome diftancc 
> from ihe, com' papy, and begin a fort of recitative, nyhichthef 
accompany with their inftruments, the fubjeft being generally 
extempore, and fuited to the occafion, by the fertile iDven- 

m 
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tioo of the performer ; but if nothiog particular oSkrs^ they 
thea turn their fongs to a panegyric, upon the antiquity, > 

nobility, courage, generc^ty, and wealth t^f their patron^ 
in which they are equally fulfome, flat, and infjpid, as the 
bards of Europe^ though they foipnietimes rife to the fublime in 
poetry, and a cadence not inharmonious. It is generally obr 
ferved, that they fucteed well in defcription, rather fronj 
a happy imagination than energy of diflion ; for their lan^- 
guage, if we may judge from the vocabularies we h^ve feen^ 
feems to be rather foft aod harmonious, than expreiGve and 
ftrong, which indeed is the c^fe with moft >of the negro 
languages, that have any thing in them at all articulate. 

Now that we have touched upon this fubjed, we (hall add 
a few obfervatipns before w^ quit it ; and the firil that ofrcurs 
is, that we have not yet acquired a fufficientiy clear geogra- 
phical potion of this divifion of Afrka^ and of the feveral 
nations who inhabit^ it, to be able to diflinguiAi. their different 
Jangaages, and afcertaiq the boundaries where on^ language 
ends and another begins ; whether they all are not difi^ren^ 
dialects of th^ fame root, and whether this might not be 
difcovered in ti^avell^:^ through different nations, by whic|i 
a curious ear might, perhaps, obfeiTe the language gra- 
dually foftening int(^ another form of fpeech, tiU it acquires 
^ a totally different found, is/syhat ,we cannot determine. It is 
.ackno^yleged, that only three different languages are fpokea 
in all the variety of nations within this divifion ; and thefe 
are, the Jalqfian^ Fqulian^ and Mandingan ; which hfiive like- 
•wife a very near analogy in the mjinner of forming their 
words, though we cannot fay how frequently the very fame 
word may-GKprefa the fame things, with. the alteration of a 
few letters, as no voyagers have given us the- fame vocabulary 
of words to each language. Barht believes the Jal&fian to 
be the fame as Zanguayarii or more properly the Sangayan^ lan^ 
which Leo Jfricdnus affirms is the common language oi guages. 
the interior countries of Guiney^ Tomiuto, Melliy and Gago ; 
and imagines he proves it, by telling us, that Sangay was the 
name of the then reigning family of Bgrfalli ; though later 
writers acquaint us, that it is // ' Ja/. Moor^ f^ys, that tlje 
common language fpoken on both fides* the Gambia is the 
Manding^riy with which you may bargain and perform every 
part of trade, from the mouth of the river, to the country of 
the Jqnkofy or merchants (C), which is a voyage of at Icafl: 
fiji weeks from James Fort ; bur a Wnd of corrupt Portu-- 

(C) Euffipeans have given this vad number offlaves they ever/ 
Popple the name of merchants, year difpofe of. 



^kd Jonkos^ OQ accQum of the 
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^^guefe^ which our author calls CtioHar^ k Mrha^Is ffibfr ctim- 
•jriboly fpoken by the vulgar natives^ mrho trade wkh ^ 
'Europeans ; a drcumftance wUch we think extraor^flaiy, 
as the vulgar j^lmoft in all nadons prelerveloDgeft the prisaHive 
language, un6MTtq)ted by refinements, and tbe introdtiCtscni 
xA foreign words "*. ^ 

' It is this Portuguefey no more underftood in Lifhn tfcam 
ArabtCf that is ufed by all the negro interpreters, when they 
explain any thing to ^ Europeans ; but in maisy coontries 
. they are unneedlary, as there is hardly a perfod m the na- 
*tion but fpeaks it, Moft of the F&hRs of ^'^ AtobammedM 
religion inhabiting the river Gambia^ fpeak a ^re Alrd^; 
though thb b rather a learned language, it not befi^ pri- 
mitive in any one countty, in a line from Cape Blanco to &e 
"great country of Nubia, bordering on the Red Sea^ As tbde 
cannot perhaps be a furer mediod of mounting to the oiigui 
of a people, and difcovering the relations betwam (gvoA 
'nations, than refearches into their language^ we (haH gii|6 in 
our margin a catalogue of words, in the. Mandingan^ FfmSMti^ 
and y^^n tongues, which we beKevewiUilot be uaacefi^- 
'able to fome of our curious readersr(D), 

^ Labat, Moore, Bahbot, ubi fvpra. 

Foaliao. 

Lojffhuifkd 

• Hadgftf'9 



(D) Englijh. 

Iron — 

A box — 

A cow 

The mottth 
•The arm 
•A fheep 
' A cat — 

A goat 

A dog 

A horfe 

A key 

A rope 

A knife 

A crocodile 
'1*0 dance 
;^EIepliants teeth 
•The devil 

God 

:The teeth — 

.Tbe fingers ^— 

A fat woman — 
'A whore — 

Feathers — 



Ovalofian. 

mn 

Ovacbandi 

Nagul 

Guemin 

Smallou 

~ Sedr^ 

Guauopa 

— Btyi 

Fwirf 

Donovoihands 

Bouma 

Pakha 

— Guifik 

Faike 

Guay nfguay 

Guine^ 

Tbaia 

Sonabenaiia 

Sinaharam 

Digin gohir 

Gbetorbi 

Dangue 

J^uibo 



— ^ ^^>^^ 
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EugUJb, 
A gun . 
^hoy 
A glutton 
A man 
A houie 
Millet 
Theiea 

Miftfefsofthehonfe Mttdttdam 
The fkiQ — - Jhrhit^ sU§k 
Lead — * — - Qbayi 

Feathers Dvnm 

Rain — — Tob^ 

A fifti ■ Liftghii9 

A pot orpan — * - Fabajub 



A fowl 
An ape 
Tobacco 
The earth 

A cow 
The wind 
The belly 
Cloth 
A table 
Thunder 



Gttarisgai 



- T496a 
Laiadi 

Kan£ 

Hendoum 

' Rhido 

Cbomcen 

Gaatgou 

JJ4WuAm9 

familiar 



V 



- AFTstt'tt^ id^ wi JUnse {^trat cf the i^eder^ iatidlewlK 
of thefe Q^Qe$, it c&mi9l; be osftpcfbed that.ibejr &oatd J^iif 
in^d« any great progrefs in trade, manufadture, or the arts ; Jrts and 
in h.di^ they laave no mechanics, tfuc Jbch as are .^bftntaltely numufac^ 
nea^Oktyf aiid of thefc, fmiths and cutlers are the principal; turei. 
for by tbefe» the implements of war^ huj(baQdry,^%nd iiihiogi 
gttc QUc^i iade(|d they comprehend under the general name 
of ferrarp, 9il the workers in metals. Next in eflecm tp 



^ ^ 
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EngKJh, 
Hovrdoyou do 
Very well «^ 
. Whence jaaifacyoii rCuI£y 
Give me feme drink filamama$ 



fafniliai Phxafes 
. Ottftlelian.' 

Guam de iodr 



The wind is high 
It rains 
It diunders 
*Tj8 hot 
»Tis cold 
I iee yba 
Hold your teague 
*Th a fine mori^ne 



Galig^n b^ha0 
Ddtta o» -— - 

Denffideno 

Lmfia ; 
Liligttttel 



Fovlian. 

&aMho mid$ 
Argay- • v 
hoiCa bi-^irde 
HtMdon-htvy 



91 gOodevening tp yoixFou anguiamfamba 
I would be with your 1 
daughter — J 
Xet me enter ««» 



DJarry 

Onartn he mid 

Giiangoi 

Mtdklfymm 

Sttyou 

Smbaki allm 

NichoUay 

Medo leUhy 



, ^ut it in the fire Guingu^la manguiou . O'v^nguieiU, cajadt 

From this fpecifflcn, and. the niunber of veweis which fne- 
-^ueaely follow eachother^ it is obvious, that thefe languages 
'cannot be ilFong, on account o^thegr^t numberof elffi'<ms and 

jfitieiruptions of tlM- voice. 

Before wft proceed to tlte MamB^att- veeftWIary, we Ihill 
^ve^fptcimMioftliQttiimerals of the above-fftftguages. 



Inglifi, 
One — 
Two — 
Three, « 
Four^ — 
Five — 
Six — 
-Seven' -^ 

gght- -' 

Nine — » 
Ten -i. 
^Eleven — 



JabfR 

Guerom -^ 
Guerom ten, ' 
Gueroj/fjaret . 
Guerom yet- 

Gitirom yatttt 
Fuk — — 



FduH. 

Vidy . 

7aty 

Naye 

GuU've 

GufgQte 

Gui£dy 

Gut iaty 

Gut nay'e 

Sapb 

Sapo gou 



fukakhen[z) — 
(ft) Ale in the Jahfan {i copulatiiM^ C9rrtfpnding Sp our and } at tBui, tm 

'$nd»if^ 9rflevf9^ s ' ^ ,^^ 

Ingltjb. 



ibe firraro, ig another artift, called fepatepv, wbofe wi- 
plopment confifts in mHiduggrifgris^ or Cafes for thofe chami^ 

F6uli, 

{Tkas you p*?: 
cecdt0 2ow!iidr 
inbocklstngaage) 
Hands. 



EngBJh* 
Twelve — 



JaloC 
f«j| ok J are 



Twenty — 
Twenty one 

Thirty — 
Forty — 
Fifty — 
Sixty «- 
Seventy — 
Eighty — . 
Ninety — 



Nine ' — 
Nitte ak hen 
Fomanir — 
Tanetfuk 
Guenm/kk *> 
Guerom 'hen fuk I 
Gueremjart/uk > 
Gueromyetfuk I 
Gueromymtet/ukj 

Humlrcd — ^emere- — — . 

Hundred and ) ^ , , 

one' — J^^«^'«^^^« -— 

Two hundred Tare temere — 
Three hundred Tet temere 
Thoufand Gune — • 



Sopou gow 
Famoair 

The Feuiinn h k^ 

Temedere 

Temederegott 

remedireHtfy - 
temedere taty 
TetHedere /9f9u 



Thus we eafily perceive, that the formation of both languagei 
are fimilar, particularly ia the method of combining Se 

numerali. * 



The head 

Silver 

Seer 

Beautiful 

Themodtk 

A bow 

A cameleon 

A duck . 

Heat 

A dog 

A great dog 



Mttndingah 

Kang 

Kedey 

Toeloo 

Neemen 

Dau 

Kalla 

Minire 

Bru 

Kandree 

Oul'^e 



Ot(l«ve bfiu 
A cock —? Deentimgt or foufcii 

A crocodile Bamho 

An efcphant's teeth - Sixma ninr 

A doe - - ^ 

God 

The devil 

A flave 

Fire 

An arrow 

A man 

A itrpent 



Vocafeulary. 

A river 

Salt . , - 

Milk 

A. lion 

A wolf — 

A horfe 

A merchant 

A married woman 

A mother - 

A liar — 



' Ae 
Namu 

F0k 



~ iM^ 



Tonkong 

Alia 

Sua 

Tank 

Jeuol 

Beuna 

Kea 

Mamoune 



A grandmother 
, Peath — 

Night ' 
A nut 
A door 
A parent 
A father 
A grandfather, 
A king 
A forc^rer 
The fon 
Thonder 



MimBttty 
Moofeham 

Fim 



Ta*S 

Narita 

Fau 

Keafad 

Karnneiem • 



Koram AUt 

Acoar 



:j. ^ HiJIi^y hf ihi Interior Cotmtms: 

^Mch the vtarbuis tommtmicate to the people. This Is flf 
w€ty profitable bttfinefs, the price of labour harag no other 
Aandard than the fuperftition of the employer, who would 
look npon it as the higheft impiety to diipute the price of a 
jgri/griSf which would imply a contempt of the reli^on con- 
cained in this charm. The tMrd mechanical employment is, 
^at of a mafon or potter, for here they are all the iame; 
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-A cow 
AvcQel 
Sread 
VS^ind 



Ntju Moofa 

TfficuJiU Aalore 

— Mango 

Funnio 



A tornado oxhamczv/t — • Sm$ 

A thief ■ . Suneur 

Adninkard ' — •^ Serrofa 
A coward •— Tanhiim' 



One 
Two 

Three 
Four 

Six 

Seven 

Eight 

Nine 

I'cn 

£!even — - 



MaMdingan 'Numerals. 

Sixteen 

Seventeen 

Eighteen 

Nineteen 

Twenty 

Thirty 

Forty 

Fifty 

Sixty 



Killin 

Foula 

. Sahba 

Nani 

• Lonlou 

Oro 

Oronglo 

,Sye 

Mouante 

Tong 



Tongning pra 

Tongning oronglo 

- ^ongningJ)e 

Tongning mouante 

Noau 

Noakning tong 

Noan/oula 



NoaufoUaning tong 
Noaujabhot 



Tongning killin [^ 
Twelve — - Tongning foula 
Thirtcep ~' Tongning jabba 
Poorteeo — Tongning nani 
x^ifteen ■ Tongning lonlou 

Hence we fee that directly the 
&me rules prevail in forming 
the numerals of the Mandingan, 
FouHan^ and Oumlofian or Jflo* 
fian languages^ each conneoing 
|he decimals by a copulative 
and fepetion of the units ; and 
l^ad authors favoured us with 
yocabularies of (he fame words, 
|t 18 probable, that even from 
lk very few words we might be 
able to trace the mother language 
from which all the others have 



Seventy — • Noau/aihaning tong 
Eighty ■ ■■■ Noau nioni 
Ninety — Noau nanining tong 
One hundred — . Kam/ 
Onethottfand - TP^oofy ornvoully^ 

generical term to exprefs ani- 
mals in general and of all 
kinds, as cows, ffaeep, lions, 
elephants, and deers, to which 
they add the fpecies and gen^ 
ders, as nifa moofa^ a cow. 
What deferves notice is, that 
neither of the three languages 
we have mentioned uie any 
other particle than the copula- 
tives ak and ning^ which, we 
have obferved, correfpond with 
our and \ the disjunctive is 



fprung as different dialers; but wholly unknown, if we may 
through time fo varied as fcarce credit voyagers, who, we fear» 



to bear any refemblance to the 
original root. It , is the .obfer- 
vation of Moore^ that the Man- 
fingam ufe the Word nl/a sls 2l 



are not eixtremelycritical in their- > 
remarks ; and the gender is dcf . 
termined, not by an article, but ' 
thelail fy liable, or terminatio.n*' 



(3) In the M*ndingaii^ thej ufi the copulative Eiag^ as ioth.iM^otit, 



their 



y 



jhAr pWkertrs JMM^gria • truth t))(^ ma(9QS> a$ ^ ybsto 
traUdtiig Qonfiftfl ;<i^ 4i ki«4 of loam mUcd vdtkllme;, ^4 
- like^ thw potH9r6r ^s att aarthoi ^m« Is made ^T ^hilk 
This ariift, X^^^ fbc^e- nnt in r^nic to ih&ferrMro i aaid^ 
likewiiereckpBski thW^dft^.all the wopieDLaad ^rls empljgi;^ 
Inl^^imif^ ftft4 %(Hfiviag cpttoorcloths^ tho' we n^uft OMtfuni 
^imot jKy^oeive tfee afftwty t)e|twcett the enaployment^. life 
artifts in this laft way have made but little progrefs in the. . 
tntde, being coofitiW iBtir^y rothree colours, aad Incapable d 

ftving their j^es of ct^tton above two ya^dU in kngth^ aad 
X inches- in breadth ; trhlch^ however, they have the sst4 
jormng neatly together, to- form a piece of any fize^that ap 
pears to be one intire web " ; bu t it would be unneceUary to be 
particular on this head, as we have already defcribed thefc 
looms in the fourteenth volume. : . - . - 

As to the articles of trade arifing from their manufaftnr^i 
they are but few,^ajid bought intirely among themfelves, 
except a few mats, pieced of cotton, fome earthen waw, 
and other trifles,- which the Europeans purchaie for the ufe,af 
the n^pKies of the Graitiy Ivory ^ Gold^ and ^lave Coaftsj » 
wdi as for tbofe of €ongo^ Jingofa, &c. which they fdflifr 
times barter with the Portitguefe traders of thafe* kingdoBB. 
The mats are manirfafttircd by the women, and as th;?y cod- 
ftitute the moff edentlal houfhold furniture of a negro, wlio 
^ts, drinks, fleeps, and indeed dwells upon his mat, foittf- 
the principcil commodity of the country, at leaft a nuinum 
tured commodity. We may judge of the importance of Ac' 
trade carried on by the negroes with each other, from Y^t 
Jobfoti relates, viz^ that he had feen negroes go ten mil^ to 
market with a piece of b^r iron not a fppt long, or a yard. 
or two of cotton cloth, not really worth fix- pence ;^ yet ftuoc 
cf them, deal more deepiy, and carry gold duft^ gold rio^. 
and other trinkets of v^ue, to market. 
BuilMngs. The n^o towns andhoufes bear evident marks rftfe 
lazinefs and ignorance of the people ; no architefture, UQ at- 
tempts to beauty, order, elegance, or c6nveniency, are tier? 
feen; nor does one generation profit by the faults of* 
former, but pafs on quietly in the beaten track of their an*, 
cdlors, ^s if fcieiice, tafte, and the arts, had already ar-t 
rived at their highelft ; pitch of perfeftion among them. A 
negro hut is not to be equalled in the poverty and meaooels 
erf" afpeft> nor a town^ in wretchednefe. The former is no 
more than a little cortical cabin, with no other light thas 
what enters by the door, which is ib; krvi^j that they are 
" JoBsoN, p. 129, LbMairb, p. ijfy: Labat, t. iLp. '^^ 

forcrf 



J 



fi^ced to ci^virl io ; s^t^F which» g miii of drdinajry iUtiire c&ar ^ 

si<>t walK rpjund \^th a|2y degree df eafe, or without hlttipg bis. 

1i&^ agalnft^he walls. Here tbey lie^ fathers, siothers^ fiilers,; 

brotherSi fervai^tSi and Oaves, proniifcuotUly^ without regard 

to Qiodefty, decency, or cleaalinefs, forming as ftrong a group^ 

of mifery, as caa well be contained in fo narrow a cogipafe,, 

Xhrfe huts a|-c formed of a kind of wicker work, pl,aifter!24i 

€>ver withearth, and joined to each other by colpn^des, by which- 

means perfons of better fafhiop have diftinft and feparate apart- 

c^L^nts for the dif{erent parts of their families ; and befides a but 

to fi^oke and r^eive ftranger.s Iq. We need not defcribe a towc^ 

formed by a colle<flion of fo ipagnificent buildiqgs ; fulHciept. 

it is, that they always build their towns of ^circular form/ 

Tvith fpiral ftrects, as if they wanted to perpleH tbieir undec^' 

ftandings, already abundantly obfcure : heace it is, that ia 

a vill^e^ not half a mile in diameter, you smd frequently: 

-walk two or thjpe^ miies to vifit an acquiiintailce, when^ by; 

an intfrfedting ftreet, the diA&nce might b$ reduced to j^f^. 

hundred paces. After alj, there is fomethiijg extremely 

ftrikiftg ia this manner of building, viewed from a^ emincnqej. 

where feveral miles of a ftreet filled witb inh^taiits, appear. 

all alivf, like an ant hill, within fo finaljl 9,. cjrcle. • This». 

however, we do not rdate as the general m^tjiod gf building^. 

or the mod common plan of a town; inconvenient as it is, 

it wer:e better if it were become more fafliionable, and took 

place inftead of. that pther form of building, without any 

defign at aQ, and as if the hoqfes had be^en jumbled together 

by accident, without genius^ without labour, or a veftige 

dF this human intelkft ®. 

The palace of the damel or king of Kayor, is, indeed, an . 
exception to the general rule the negroes feem to have 
eftablifhed La building, with as little regard to conveniency^ 
oroament^ and the common diftates iof I'eafon as poffible t 
for this in comparifon is realjy "magnificent. . The palace is. 
furrounded by a wall, pppofite to die firft gate of which is 
a fpacious court, for exerdfing tl>e king's horfes, with ftables 
all round. At the further end is another gate, on each , 
fide of which ftand the depaf tments of the different officers ♦ 
dF the court ; and from thence you are led through a fine 
long arboflr of fruit trees, to the royal ^artments., on each 
fide of which are the fer^glios* or lodgings of his women, 
with proper offices and apartments for their flaycs. and. fer-.; ^ 
vants. His majefty has a private colonade, leading to eadh ^ ' 
aypartm^nk ;, fq that it is n^ver known with whfch of his wo* 

♦ L« Maire, p. 43'; 
e men 



320 netGfiofy of the tHteridr Countries. B. XVII- 

men he fpeads the night; a method which he imagioBS 
equally fecures his perfon againft all plots and contriiranoes^ 
and preveats jealoufy and marmuring among the womeiu 
Job/on defcribes the palace of the king of Kajfan, as little ia- 
ferior id fplendor to the foregcnng. It is fituated in the 
midfl: of the capital, and, with the feraglio and offices^ compolci*, 
at lead half the city. Ifou enter it by a court furrouodol 
^th guardS) and pafs to a large open hall, where alwiqi 
ilands the chair of Aate, with a drum flung over the bad.' 
This, the author informs us, is the only muflcal inftrume&t 
he faw in the country, and it ferves equally to infpire joy and 
grief, at funerals or weddings p. 

Negroes of noble extraftion, or great wealth, imitate 
in their buildings the magnificence of the royal palaces, an4, 
fometimes furpafs them \ efpecially thofe defcended from 
the Portuguefe or Moors, who build intirely in the European 
tafte, but without the leaft notion of the principles of ar* 
chitefture. A late Frekch writer obfefi^es, that the Afandin^ 
goes, or Sofesy as they call themfelves, build in a more com- 
modious manner than the red. The walls are made of a 
fat binding clay, that looks fmooth and hard as porcelain^ 
thatched with ftraw, which hangs down to another littfe . 
wall breaft high ; and this makes a fmall gallery round the 
hut, where they arc Sheltered from the burning rays of the 
fun. Mr. Adam/on had feen a village, that was burnt down 
a little before his arrival, where the walls that withflood the 
violence of the flames, were partly of a beautiful red, and 
hardly vitrified by the intenfe heat of the fi^ : at a diftance, 
the whole feemed to be done over with a bright enamel, *and 
equalled the fineft China porcelain ^. 

In fome parts of the coaft they build in the following man- 
ner. A kind of dove or ice houfe is erefled, by means of reeds 
fattened clofe together, and flipported by flakes driven fall 
into the grouud. Thefe flakes are from five to fix feet high, 
and have a round covering of flraw of the fame height, 
terminating in a point : thu!s each hut has only a ground . 
floor, of ten, twelve, or fifteen feet in diameter, the only 
entry being a fquare hole, about four feet high, but part q( 
that fpace taken up with a high threlhold, raifed at leafl a 
foot above ground ; fo that in going in, they mufl incline 
their bodies and raife one leg ; an attitude not only dif- 
agreeable, but ridiculous '. , 



P Labat, t. ii. p. 311, » MooREy p. 76. 109, 
aux Senegal, p. 163. 
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The furniture is exaftly fuitable to the magnificence of 
the houfe; for itconfifts wholly of a few earthen pots, c*alled 
conariif a few calabafhes, or gourd bottfes, with wooden 
bowls, dilheSy plates, and fuch like titenfils; for as to 
chairs, tables, and beds, their mats fupply them all, except 
one bed for the mafler of the family. This confifts of a 
kind of hurdle, laid upon crofs pieces of wood, and fup- 
ported by forkillas, or fmall forks, a foot above the grotnd ; 
over this they throw a mat, which ferves them for a pailaffe 
or mattrefs, and generally for iheets and cloathing ; as to jiil-' 
low$ they have none. 

The lafl: mentioned French writer gives the follo^ng ao 

count of the buildings in the ifland of Senegd. Here, 

fays he, all the huts belonging to the fame perfon are in^ 

cloied with a wall or palifade of reeds fix feet high, to 

which they give the nanie of tapade. Though the nc* 

groes obferve very little fymmetry in the fituation of thdr 

houies, yet the French of the ifland of Senegal have taught 

them to obferve a certain uniformity in the dimenfions of 

the tapades^ which they have regulated in Aich a manner, 

as to form a fmall town, with fevenal flreets drawn in a di- 

reft line* Thcfe ftreets are indeed not paved ; and luckily 

there is little occafion' for it, fince they would be greatly 

at a lofs to find the fmalleft pebbles, for thirty leagues aU 

round. The inhabita(nts find a greater conveniency ia 

their fandy foil ; for as it is very deep and foft,. it is thdr 

ufual feat ; it is alfo their fopha, their couch, and their 

bed. Befides they congratulate themfelves upon another 

quality it has, namely, that there is no danger in falling; 

and it is always clean, even after the heavieft rains, be** 

cauCb it imbibes the water with fuch facility, that there 

needs only an hour of fine weather to dry it. Adamjm 

fttbjoins to the above account, that this negro town is by 

much the handfomeft in the whole diftriA, between tho 

mtx^Geanbia and Senegal^ as well as the largefl and moft 

regular, containing upwards of 3000 inhabitants ; a pro« 

digibus number for a negro town in this part of Africa '. 

We fliall quit this fubjeft to make a few obfervations on ^ • » 
the agriculture of the negroes, which is an employment ^^^ 
common to all raiidcs, the kmg only and the captains of towns 
excepted. Thdr only inftrument for tilling the ground 
is a kind of fpade, but more refembling a fhovel, with a 
handle three feet long. Round Gambia^ rice is almbfl: 
the only grain that is fo\vn in the lands overflown in the 

* Adamsoh, ibid. Ls MaIri, p. 101, 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XVIL Y rainy 
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rainy feafoo. Thefe fields the negroes cat with finaU canfei 

^ ways, which withold the water in fuch a manner, that tbdr 

rice is always moifteoed ; and after the crop is got in, ik 

' tice fields refemhle a fort of drained -morafles, on wiixi 

grow a few wild herbs. But the fertility of the foil, aj 

the labour of the huibandmen, are frequently defiroyedlf 

locufts, which here appear in clouds fo large, as to dartn 

the iky, and obfcure the rays of the fun. Our author relaie| 

that, when he lay in the mouth of the Gah^bia^ in F^rmf 

.^750, a thick cloud was feen over the flups, which wrooglii 

fuch a change in the fky, as amazed the whole fliip's crei^ 

4tt it is feldom overcaft in that feafon of the ytax. It im 

foon perceived to be owing to a fwarm of locufb, tvti 

twenty or thirty fathom above the ground, and coreoi 

an extent of feveral leagues, upon which it poured a ihoier' 

of thefe infeAs, which fell a devourii^ the herb;^, y/Sk 

they refted themfelves, and then refumed their Sight. Thdi 

little animals, from their number, fpread terror and defolaiin 

wherever they appear ; after devouring the com, herixyi^ 

leaves, and fruit, they even attack the bark of trees,^ iM 

the very reeds with which the negro huts are freqaeod^ 

thatched. Our author, who took a great number, ddabl 

them of the breadth and length of a man's finger, of abroit( 

colour, their heads armed with two fbong jaws, dented Hkjj 

ft faw, and their wings longer than thofe defcribed by oAll; 

J^egroes naturaliAs. It would be little imagined, that fo flioduDgSjj 

eat locufij. infeft as this ihould ever be food toe man ; but the negcQi| 

feem to retaliate upon them, and revenge themieves ford| 

lofs of thdr corn and fruit, by eadng the deftroyers. Tiif 

have a variety of different methods of dreiling locufls ; f«| 

potmd them and boil them with milk ; others only bi4 

them; but all think them excellent eating ^ There is ilf. 

indeed no difputing taftes ; nor the truth of the piovd^ 

** What is Ttteat to one man^ isJKufon tQam^er*\ 

As to the diverfions ufed by thenc^oes, at iced and rof^^, 
ing time, they differ but little from what we have befbret^ 
fcribed in our account of the agricuiture of Whidahj AirJk^ 
and the GcldCoafi ; we ihall now only obferve, that the Ida^ 
being abfolnte proprietors of all the lands i^ their dominioQI^ 
every family xnuft addrcfs themfelves to them, or their 4^ 
kadeSy to petition that a portion of land isay be. dBgpd 
them for their maintenance; and this the fbn is obliged tt 
repeat, notwithflanding theeftate has been folemnly and for«^ 
mally granted to the £sither ; fo th^t the tenure of aU eflates is 

^ Aj>amso.ii, ibid, 

immedii^y 
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immediately from tlie crown ; a law that expofes the fubJeA 
to the iTioft grievous extortion and oppreflion from th« al- 
kadeSy their mediators with the throne, and by whom tio 
fulyeft, under the rank of the captain of a town, or fome 
ri<A. merchant, has acccfs to the king. This oppreffion coa- 
tributes not a little to increafe the natural indolence of thofe 
unhappy negroes ; for they are at litde pains to cultivate and 
improve lands, which they hold by fo precarious a tenure ; 
nay they hardly till enough to fupply their wants, but make 
np the deficiency by roots, fruits, and herbage ; and hence ^ 
we may perceive the reafon, why they are afBifted with fuch 
frequent dearths and famine, of which the Europeans beheld 
a difmal, but to them a profitable inftance, in the year i6y^y' 
when fathers fold themfelves, their wives, children, and 
conneftions, only for a little pittance of food, to relieve the 
immediate cravings of hunger. It merits ^ paufe in our nar- 
rative, to relate the caufe of this dreadful want. 

Two or three years before the famine, the negroes had 
foiFFfered themfelves to be fednced by the Ipecious promifes of 
one of their marbufs, of the tribe of Azougue, who, under thfe 
veil of religion, became mafter of all the dominions of the 
Jiratick and dameL This impoftor had found means to per- 
ifaade them into a belief of his having been commiffioned by 
heaven to revenge the tyranny of their princes ; and he pro- 
mlfecl to perform miracles in confirmation of his authorixy : 
bnt what made the deepeft impreffion on the minds of thofe 
laTy barbarians, was the afTurance he gave, that every feafoft 
fliduld produce an abundant crop, without the labour and toil 
of their hands. So flattering an offer was too powerful to be 
refilled by a people of their mdolent dlfpofition ; they ranged 
themfelves under the banner of the mar but y threw off their 
allegiance to the Jiratick and darnel, neglefted their fields, 
and patiently waited for two years the performance of the holy 
impoftor's liberal promife^ : the confequence was the moft A terrible 
calamitous famine that had ever been felt by any people ^famm^ 
they not only fold but eat their neareft relations, and the 
ftrongeft, like wild beafts, preyed upon the weaker. At 
length their eyes were opened, the tnarbuts were driven out 
rfthe countfy, but foon after recalled, by the intrigues and 
machinations of the fraternity, in which they fall nothing 
fliort of their brethren in iniquity, the fociety of Jefuits in 
$urope ". 

We have already fufficlently defcribed the arms of the 
Heroes ; to which we fliall add, that, in general, they ufc a 

' « Au£t« citat. ibid. 

Y % kind 
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kind of (hidd or target of an oval form, and covered vij{ 
the ikinof anelephanty tyger/or lion, which they call 
extremely burthenfome, butufefulto ward off their poifo 
Nigr9 mi' darts and arrows. Every foldier carries h'ls provifiofl i|| 
iitia and bag or knapfack flung behind, the army being iacoMi 
/oldiery. ^th no convoys of ammunition and proviflon, as in 
parts of the world : indeed, the fhortnefs of their marc 
and expeditions renders a large flock of thefe iatirely 
neceflary, as they are feldom expofed to any great di£c 
or hardfhips. Negro armies, in thefe countries, are comf 
of horfe and foot, with very little difference in the 
of their arms, or manner of fighting ; the cavalry as \j 
infantry being often forced to fight on foot, and join 
in battle; though in general they are ufed for expeditioflij 
furprize the enemy, and make fudden attacks on thdr 
. and rear. Their horfes are bought from the Msors^ 
neighbours ; they are linall, but full of fire and fpirit, 
refembling the horfes of Barhary and Arabiay oi wl 
they are probably defcended. 1 hey frequently fell for 
or twelve flaves, near an hundred pounds flerliag; 
Portuguefe mulatto lady at Rufifco had a barb, wl 
Labatf on the teftimony of De Brue^ affirms, was valQeil| 
forty flaves, or four hundred pounds. This horfe fhe 
terwards prefented to the monarch of Kay or. It is inao^'^ 
.what feats of aftivity they will perform on horfeback^ 
we fhall relate, on the authority of Moore, which may 
more readily be believed, as it falls infinitely fhort ofv| 
we are told of the Jrabsy by that excellent philofophers 
7he ex- phyfician Projher JIjf>inuSf and feveral other hillprians. 
traordina',once{sL\v the kondiy or lieutenant-general of Kayor, 
ry feats of at full fpeed on a fvvift barb, flanding upright in his 
berfemen. yups, and throwing his lance with an incredible force at i 
objeft that prefented itfelf, which he afterwards tookupj 
his courfe with the utmofl facility. What isimofl remarl 
is, that he could hit an apple at the diflance of fifty 
He likewife faw him floop at full fpeed and take up 
lance from the ground, with all the elegance and eafe d} 
inofl natural motion. It is a common praftice among n< 
' cavaliers to ride at a full gallop, flandirtg on the horfes 
to vault into their feat, to raife themfelves ftrait up agaii 
throw themfelves with one hand on the ground, and agait 
recover the faddle, Without the leafl pain or danger *. T 
are very expert in making faddles, which they finely 
broider with various colours : among thefe, their cl 
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gri/gris and kowris make no fmall part of the ornaments, 
Notwithftandifag what authors aflert, it is probable, that they 
purchafe the faddles with the horfes from the Moors, as their 
ingenuity greatly^ exceeds every other branch of negho manu-^ / 

fefture. Yet' after all, with thefe advantages of fine horfes, 
arms, caparifons, and expert riders, the negroes are but 
poor warriors, and feem to lofe all that addrefs, dexterity, 
andprefence of mind in the field, which is the admiration 
of all who behold them in the ring, or on the parade. 

The religion of thofe nations on both fides the rivtv Religion of 
Senegal, and ftretching eaft and fouth into the interior coun- thene- 
tries, i!s Mohatnmedifm, brought among them by the Moors, £^°^^* 
and fpreading with that rapidity peculiar to falfe doftrines. 
All the other negroes, from the river Gambia to the weftera 
extremity of Guiney P roper , or Cape Tagrin, are idolaters ; 
except, fays Labat, the Sereres, who may be reckoned a 
fpecies of favages, without any idea, at all of religion, either 
true or falfe. Le Maire affirms, that many of the inhabitants 
of Sierra Leona profefs no religion, have no gods or objeft 
of Worfhip ; while others facrifice to the devil, to ftones, 
iftocks, toads, and ferpents; being in this refpeft fimilar to 
the tfibidans, A cow is the facrifice they ufually offer to the 
€bvil : and though they believe in the tranfmigration of 
the aniniative principle of brutes, yet they eat the flefh ** 
Many ijegroes will not fufFer the lizards, which crawl in heaps 
round the houfe, to be killed ; for in them they firmly believe 
the fonl of a father, mother, brother, or fifler, may refide, 
and now comes to keep folgan, or to rejoice with them, 
iPhe Mohammedifm profeflfed by the negrc^es is imperfeft, 
both from the ignorance of the teachers, as y^ell as the licen- 
tioufnefs of the profelytes, and confifls intirely in a belief 
'df the unity of the Godhead, in the obfervance of the rama- 
dan, biram, circumcifion, and a few other ceremonies. 
Jobfon tells us, that the nations on both fides the Gambit 
adore one god, whofe image they will not fufFer to be ftained, 
"|>ainted, carved, or in any way reprefented, believing his idea 
to be incomprehenfible, which they fignify, according to this 
^mtcr, by his name Mlah. They believe in the miffion of 
Mohammed ; but never invoke or pray to him. They reckon 
the year by the rainy feafons, have names for every particular 
day of the week, making Friday their Sunday, which they 
oblerve with fo little fuperflition, that the ordinary employ- 
ment of week days is never interrupted, and they go on ia 

* Ubifupra. , I , 
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the fame regular courfe of bofiQefsy as if the day .was sot 
enjoined to be kept holy y. 

These negroes have Ibme conjfiifed notions of Jefiu^ 
ticknowleging^ lilce the Mohammedans^ that he was a gres^ 
prophet, but denying his divinity, and allowing him to be 
defervedly famous on account of the miracles he wroug^; 
but holding it blafphemy to call him the fon of God, be* 
caufe, fay they, it is impoflible that God (hould become vf* 
fible, nay corporeal to men. They call him Nale^ and ii!$ 
niiother Maryy affirming, that he was an holy, juft, pious, aol i 
wife man, which qualities he had in a tranfcendent d^rct^ 
as a man ; but far,, infinitely far fhort of the divimty. Bfll 
they are above all (hocked at the doArine of the incaraajdoi^ 
which they deem abominable, and an implicatioa that ttt^ 
Almighty had carnal knowlege of a woman. 

They believe in predeftination; and place all their lotf) 
fortunes, crofles, and lofles, to the account of ProTzdeaGCi 
Does one negro aflalBnate another ? God they imagine is tlie 
author of the murder; notwithftanding which, they iaan. 
the murderer, and fell him as a flave. With regard to ths 
devotions and form of worihip of the negroes^ Le Mdtt 
fays, that the common people have no regular courfe diptfi^f 
tice, that can be called religious worfhip; but perfou^ <i 
rank affeft more zeal, and arc never without their marhd^ 
who has great influence over thdr fecret thoughts azid poic? 
tice. They have neither temples, mofques, or chnrdbc^i 
but afTemble to publifh aAs of devotion in the open iStt 
under the fhade of a large tree, in imitation of a finoifee 
marbut, that had once been feen in the country, who pn^i 
with no other canopy than the flcy, waflied ia the riftf 
Cambiay and departed (E).' 

The Turks and rigid Mohammedans pray or pe rform iWr 

Jiala five times every day and night through the week, t^irf 

feven times on their fabbath ; but the neigcoMohammedems 

^ content thcmfelves with performing that exercifc twice iff a 

week-day, apd thrice on the fabbath. Every village has |ts 

marbttt or parfon^ who ailembles them to theu: devotion^ airf 

7 Labat, t.ii. p. 271. Le Mair£, p. 90. j9BSON,p«67» 

(£> Z>^ Sm/ affirms, that th& Sunday % and adds, tkatthoodk 

Begroes have neither mofi^es, the people negleft bmidnr 

churches, or appointed days for mofques, yet the grande^^ili 

religious duties j but Le Maire, people of falhion have an apart- 

on the contrary, confirms the ment in their houfes fee aiidc 

iselatiori of Johfon^ as to their fyx that purpofe. 
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^fter he has ffl?ea abfolutioQ from the koroHj they r^nge 
tJhcmfelves beniad him, in order the better to imitate hi$ 
laiovemeotSy gefture^, and grimaces, with their faces turned 
^o the eaft ; but wKen they are tired of this pofture, they 
Cqvat dowa om their hams, and turn to the weft. Th9 
tnarbut extending his arms, repeats fome words, fo flow* and 
loud, as to be diftindly heard and repeated after him by itip. 
^udi^nce, who^ali on their knees, kifs the earth three times^ 
find exaftly copy him in all his actions. The marbut then 
^alls .a fourth time on his knees, and prays for a quarter of an 
hour in illence, after which he rifes, and drawing with his 
^nger a circle round him, he marks within it a number of 
^araAers, which he kifles with profound reverence, leaning 
h^s head upon his hands, and fixing his eyes on the earth, ii^ 
the attitude of deep meditation. In the end, taking a hand- 
ful of (and or duft, he throws it about his face and head, 
and begins to pray- aloud, and to touch the earth with his 
fiager,. railing it afterwards up to his head ; daring the per-* 
Sourmance of all which ceremonies, he repeats three times the 
yfords/alati malek; then riflng off his knees, he is followed 
^by the audience, and they all retire. We havp been more 
^liaute in describing the ceremonies ufed in prayer, as they 
.difFer confiderably from thofe obferved by the two great fefts 
of Mohammedans ; and indeed, are a kind of mixed mode of 
'religion, formed by the fancy of the prieft, and no way con« 
fiaat or uniform in the minutia of external duties. They , 
'perform ablution with earth, which they rub over their 
Ll^dies inftead of water. De Brue had the curioiity to in- 
^ terrc^ate the marbuts concerning the reafons upon which all 
.. thefe ceremonies wer^ founded ; and itheir aniwer was, that 

they worfliipped OQe true God, before whom they proftrated 
.themfelves ; that this humiliation was a confeflion of their 
l^dispendence on the will of the Supreme Being, without 
.j^hom they were nothing ; that their prayers were offered to^ 
\ petition the forgivenefs of their fins, and the ufe of all 
. thofe conveniencies of life of whidi they ftood in need, fuch as 
;. beautiful women, children, plentiful crops, viftory over their 

enemies, a good fifh feafon, health> and fecurity>againft 
/every kind of danger ^ 

The negro Mohammedans y who inhabit round Senegal^ 

)uive their ramadan fixed to the mpnth of September; though. 
; aldODg the fi^rs it is a moveable feaft ; for they falute the. 
. firft appearance of the harveft moon, as we call it, by lifting 

^hdr han4s and eyes up to heaven, turning their head round^ * 

?, Attft. cittt>ibid. jANB(%utN, p. iio. 
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with as nurch velocity as if it were fixed on a plvot» aed 
repeating that motion three times; but this is all the re- 
gard they pay to the moon, with which they ndther begin 
' nor end their ramadan, though they otherwife obfenre it \nth 
great aufterity of devotion. They neither eat or drink ^ 
after fun fet : devotees will not even fwallow thdr fpitde, 
and cover their mouths, H> prevent any thing from enterifig 
into them ; nay they even deny themfelves the ufe of a 
pipe, notwithftanding their extreme paffion for fmokiog; 
but when night comes-, they fblace themfelves with a joy 
proportioned to the rigour ef the day'ft abflemioufhefs ; and 
they eat, drink, fmoke, dance, and fing, till the return of 
the fun. The great and the rich pafs the whc^ day in 
ilecp> and the night in pleafure*. 

• Janequin exprefles his furprize, how nature caa fup- 
port the abflinence of the day, and the fatigue, debaucfaery, 
and want of reft of the night ; but habit inures them to it; 
even the common people, who hardly (hut their eyes in die 
day, are punlihed for the fmalleft tranfgreffion with the baf- 
tinade. Towards the clofe of the ramadan they proclaim the 

/ tabajhetj the greateft feftival obferved by Mohammedan ne- 

groes, and the fame with that the ,7wrij and Perfians call 
biram ; of this, De Brue^ who faw it celebrated, gives the 
following defcription. A little before fun fet C& marhits, 
clothed in loofe white robes or furplices, appear, marching 
in folemn proceifion,, with long darts in their hands, and pre- 
ceded by five large bullocks, covered over with a cotton 
cloth, crowned with leaves or garlands, and led each by two 
negroes. The five chiefs df the villages, that compofe the 
town of Buck/on, foUowefi the priefts in a line, drefled in 
their richeft apparel, and armed with darts, fwords, and 
bucklers. They were again followed by all the iahabitaats 
of the villages, their fubjefts drawn up in five lines. As foon 
as the proceflion reached the borders of the river, the <MJen 
were tied to ftakes, and the oldeft marhut pronounced the 
words fala malek, with a 4oud diftinft voice ; upon wUeh 
laying his dart on the ground, he turned his face to the eaft, 
the other priefts following his example, and all fet up a 

' prayer in concef t, after which they rofe and refumed thdr 

, weapons. The negroes are -then ordered to throw down 
the oxen on their backs, and to fix their horns jn the groand, 
which is done in an inftant, and then the priefts cut their 
throats, and throw duft in their eyes to prevent their feeing 
the blood while it flows, which is deemed an inaufpidous 

♦ Barbot, p. 53. jATTBquiN, libi fupra. FaocBRjp. 20. 
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Omen. After the faoifice is concluded, and the blood all , 

ran out, the cattle are cut down, and each village canies 
off the pieces bdonging to its owa ox. On their return to« 
the town, the folgan begins, the women and girls firft pre- 
Jenting themfelves, divided into four bands, each attended 
by guircts of the fame fex, who ling certain Verfcs fuited to 
the occafion, to which the bands eccho a chorus, and then 
begin dancing rotind a great fire, lighted in the middle of the 
area, and the ceremony proceeds in the manner we have 
lately defcribed. Such is their paffion for thefe diverCons^ 
that a negro, who is fpent with the labour of the day, 
comes to refrefli himfelf with five or fix hours violent 
dancing at night, and this feftival continues for. three 
days. 

Circumcision is a praftice- rigproufly obferved by the 
negroes, the operation being performed on males of the age 
of four or five years. The operation is here performed 
upon a great number of children aflembled together, when 
the children of the king, or any man of quality, have arrived 
at the proper age. It is neceflary that all their fubjefts and 
dependents bring thdr children on this occafion ; for the 
grandeur of the feftival confills in the number of operations ; 
and the great rival each other, who fliall produce the moft 
brilliant aflembly. One good confequence flows firom this 
praflice ; for, at the circumcifion feaA, the young people con- 
traft fuch folid alliances, as continue firm for the remainder 
of their lives. It would be unnecceflary to repeat the cere- 
xnonies attending this operation, as the reader will find a fall 
account of it in De Brue, for it differs in litde from the 
rantddan, the fame facrifices, prayers, and folgan, being 
obferved. Janequin affirms,* that, for feveral months after 
this fcaft, the young people may take what liberties they 
pleafe with the girls, and indeed we doubt not but they are ' 
permitted to do this at all times during that aj[e, without 
danger of ravijftiment, which is the only reftriftion upon 
them, according to that writer. If there be any truth in 
this relation, it is probable, that all children are not cir- 
(mmciied fo young as we are made to believe ; and this feems 
to be confirmed by the obfervation of De Brue, that they 
affe^l gaiety ai^d mirth during the operation, and are emulous 
vrho fliall fuftain the pain with the greatefl fortitude; 
and Mtfore in one place fays, that, a little before the rainy 
ieafon, they circumcife a number of boys about fourteen 
years old. 

The Man£ngoeSj htlicve that eclipfes of the moon ^vtSuperfli^ 
oc^fipned by the intcrpofition of a large cat, who puts her tionu 
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paw between the moop and, the earth ; and durtag thefe 9c- 
cafions, they fpend their time ia dAQciag and Anging in 
honour of their prophet Mohammed ^. In geoeraU the nc* 
groes of this country are no. Ids addifted to fuperftitioas 
than thofe of the Giiiney Coajl* They never intend any ex* 
pedition but they facrifice a pullet; and the obfervatioos 
made on the entrails determine them either to purfue or 
drop it. They are rivetted in their notion of lucky and 
unlucky days, and nothing will prevail upon them to un- 
dertake an affair of importance on the latter. Moore relates, 
that when he was in the country, whi^h happened to be aa 
Unhealthy feafon, the people firmly believed that the air was 
infefted by the black art« of forcercrs; no death liappenning„ 
but what was laid to the charge of thofe enemies of mankind; 
. except one perfon, who died fo miferably, that they placed 
his death to the account of the devil, for having falfified bis 
vow, and broken a folemn engagement. The cullom of { 
making vows, and of wearing large bracelets to remiud them 
of what they fwore, is extremely frequent. One vows he 
will make a prefent of fucb a flave, and that he may not fell 
him through forgetfulnefs, he wears a bracelet on his arm, 
till it is convenient to fulfil his engagement ; and to fail ill 
this particular, will, they bel^ve, be followed by fome im- 
mediate judgment from heaven. But of all their fuperfli- 
tions, the mofl general and remarkable are, their gri/gris, 
which, Le Maire fays, are certain /Arabic charafters, vcaxtd 
with necromantic figures, drawn by the marbuts on paper, 
Jjibat affirms, that they are nothing more than fcraps of the 
Alcoran in Arabic ; but this Barbot denies, and confirms his 
opinion by pofitive proofs; for having brougnt over ta 
^Mro/^ one of thefe^rj^m, ,and fhewn it to a number of 
perfons deeply fkilled in the oriental learning, none of them 
could find the leafl trace of any charafter they underftood ; 
yet after all, this might be owing to the badnefs of the hand 
writing, and the words are probably Manding^^ though the 
charafters are an attempt to imitate the Arabic. The 
pooreft negro never goes to war without his grijgris, as 
a charm againft wounds ; and if it prove inefle£^ual, th^ 
marbut transfers the blame on the knmorality of hi» con- 
duft, Thofe cheats invent grifgris againft all kinds of 
dangers, and in favour of all defires and appetites ; by virtue 
of which, the pofTefTors may obtain or avoid whatever they 
like or diilike. They defend them from i^rms^ enemies, 
difeafes, pains, and misfortunes; and preferve healthy long 
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life, wealth, honour, and merit, if we credit the mariuts ? 
certain it is, that thoTe priefts find all the benefit of the 
boafied virtues of th^ grijgris^ no clergy in the globe being 
iBore revered, honoured^ or wealthy, according to the ideas 
oi wealth they entertain hcfe ; and no wonder, as they m- 
poveriih the people by the exorbitant price they exaft for their 
knaviilh charms, a grifgris being frequently valued at three 
flaves, and four or five oxeQ % 

Such of thefe pious ornaments ^s are intended for the 
head, are made in form of a crdfs, reaching from the fore*^ 
head to the neck behind, and from ear to ear ; nor are the 
ar&QS and Shoulders neglected. Sometimes they are planted 
in their bonnets in the foj^m of horn$, at other times they are 
iBade like ferpents, lizards, or fome other animal, cut out of 
a kind of pafteboard : in a word, they are of forms as 
various as the purpofes* for which they are intended. There 
are not wanting Eur^sns, and otherwife intelligent fean^en 
'ftnd merchants, who are in. fome degree infeAed with this 
vreakiiefs,of the country, and believe that the negro forcerers 
have an actual communication with the devil, and that they 
^-e filled by the malignant influence of the evil fpirit^ yfhcQ 
they fee them diftort their features and mufdes, mak^ hor- 
rid grimaces, and at laft imitate all the appearance of 
epileptics : a notion not confined to the negroes of Jfrica^ 
belt thoroughly believed about the beginning of laft century, by 
feveral of the learned of Europe^ and borrowed by them from 
the ancients, who believed that perfons afili(Eled with this 
terrible malady, were poflefied with a n-^f/or, a quiddivihum^ 
t>r fpi^it. Here, indeed, it is couterfeited, but fo artfully, 
' that it is next to impofllble to deteft them, and hence they 
gain great credit with the natives. To thefe charms and 
necromantic arts, they add another bug-bear, which they call 
tnumbojumbQ^ and is intended by the Mandingoes to keep their 
n^'omen in obedience and fubmiffion. This is no other than a 
large idol, which the women are fimple enough to believe, 
or cunning enough to pretend, they take for a human favage, 
who watches all their aftions, and can even penetrate into their 
moft fecret thoughh. The huiband gets behind this ftatue 
4n the night, and makes a dreadful bellowing, which they 
fuppofe ifiues from the idol ; and of this fome of them make 
a very artful ufe ; for, perfuading their huft)ands that they 
firmly believe in the attributes given to the mmnbo jumbo, 
their conduct is intirely committed to his care, the hufband 
takes his pleafwe abroad, and the women enjoy the fociety 

« 
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oF their gallants, free from all alarms and difcoveiies. Some 
of them are, however, fimpie enough to credit what their 
hulbands a^Iert, and then they try to bribe over the idd to 
fiivour them. Moore relates, that this part is a^led by a 
negro, and commonly by the favourite flave of his mailer ; 
hence he acquires .an abfolute dominion in the family over 
the women, in confequence of his funAion, and over the 
mailer, from an apprehenfion that ill ufage vnil make him 
reveal the fecret of fo much confcquence to thefupport of 
the huiband's authority, and prefervation of the womens 
honour •*. ' 

In the year 1727, the king of Jagra had a woman, 
wbofe-curiofity could only be equalled by his weak fondnefe, 
in difcovering to her the whole myf^ery of the mumbo jumhj 
for which flie had long eagerly folicited ; but With the in- 
dlfcretion ufual in her fex, fays our authcM*, ihe was fcarcely 
in pofleffion, when (he haftened to reveal it to all the other 
women. The report foon came to the ears of the chief 
negro lords, who were before but ill afFefted to the king^s 
perfon, and now fhopked with a weaknefs of fuch con- 
fequence to them all. They therefore aflembled to de- 
liberate upon the neceflary meafures, in an affair fo critical; 
and not doubting but their women would throw (^ their al- 
kgiance, and live in a perpetual flate of rebellion and infidelity, 
if the tprror of the mumbo jumbo was once removed, they de- 
termined upon a very bold ftep, which they executed with 
^qual refolution. They affumed that air of authority, pe- 
culiar to perfons who take upon them a religious office, or 
aft in a religious caufe ; and going to the palace, ordered 
the king 'to come before the idol or mumbo jumbo. The 
weak prince, not daring to refufe the fummons, obeyed, and 
afteir being feverely cenfured by the bug-bear, he was or- 
dered to produce all his women. No fooner had they made 
their appearance, than they were inftantly aflafGnated by 
order of the mumbo jumbo ; and thus this almofl fatal dif- 
covery was fuppre(][ea, before it made its way out of the 
king's family. 

Such as are icStiated in the myftery of the mumbo jumbo^ 
take a folemn oath not to reveal it to the women, or any 
other negroes who are not of the fociety *. They cannot be 
admitted before a certain age ; the people fwear by that idol, 
and no oath is obferved with more folem'nity and refpeftt 
in a word, every village has its lodge, or mumbo jumba^ 
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\^bich we can compare to nothing fo aptly as the refpeflable 
fraternity, of Free MafinSy fo ivcU known in Great Britain^ 
France^ Germany y and feveral other parts oi Europe. 

We come now to fpeak of the marbuts^ that numerous Account ej 
eccleiiafticai body, once driven out of the Siratick, but now th mar- 
reiiored, with additional immunities^ more than fufficient to bots. 
wipe off their difgrace. In their habit they differ but little 
from the laity on common occafions, though altogether an- 
other people as to other circumftances. Job/on obferves, that 
in their private ceconomy, and the general conduft of life, 
they have nothing in common with the reft of the world, all 
being formal* .af&Aed, ftiff, and deflgning, and a regular 
fcries of, the moft refined hypocrify and prieftiy cunning : a 
charaAer which we fear may be applied to too great a num* 
ber of the priefts of all nations. Here they are ambitious, 
in order the better to gratify their avarice and pride ; the 
paiEon being altogether fordid, and partaking not a particle 
of that noble elevation of foi^I that grafps at power, the bet- 
tei" to ferve the public;, and ftruggles for exultation, only tp 
(hine with the greater fplendor and utility. The marbuts 
have towns, and even whole provinces, fequeftred from 
the ftate for their maintenance, into which they admit no 
other negroes but their flaves, employed in tilling the lands, 
and cultivating their grain, fruits, roots, and all the other 
necefTaries of life. They marry intirely among thcmfelve?, 
never making any alliances with the reft of the people, and all 
their male children are born priefts, and bred to the myfteries ; 
of the fuftion; particular care being taken in inftrufting them 
in the principles of the Levitical law, upon which many of 
their ceremonies are founded, and to which, nex^t to the 
Koran^ they pay the higheft refpeft. With regard to other 
regulations of marriage among the marbuts^ authors talk but . 
vaguely, obferving in general that polygamy is permitted, ' 

and every thing elfe that is cuftomary with the laity ; though, 
if we may credit their oldeft and beft hiftorian **, their ufages 
are kept a profound fecret from the vulgar. In many re- 
fpefts, however, their conduft dcferves the higheft enco^ 
'miums : they fbiftly obferve thwfe laws of the K^ran relatibg 
to abftinence and temperance, carefully avoiding every excefs 
la eating, or at all touching wine and fpirituous liquors ; 
they cherifh commerce, are honeft and fair in their dealings 
with each other, as if they would by this attone for thfe 
frauds they comtnit on the people. Charity is a virtue which 
they never violate among each other, though it never extends 

^ Leo African, p. 23. 
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to that univerfal benevolence which alone renders it valuable; 
and they will never permit any of their fociety to be feat 
into flavery : if he has oflFended againft the laws, they punifh? 
him agreeable to the inftitntionSy or, as we may call them^ 
the canons of their church. 

Thefe good qualities, though blended with ftrong vices, 
are the cement which firmly binds the fabric of this inftitu- 
tion, and procures the refpeft of kings as well as of the 
vulgar (G). If a marbut is met on the road by perfons of 
the firft diftinftion, they form a circle round him, fall upon 
tjieir knees in prayer, and receive his benediftioh ; which 
cnftom is obfcrvcd even in the palaces of kings when a prieft 
enters. Labat fajrs, that the negroes in general, and efpe- 
dally thofe of Senegal, entertain the higheft regard and de- 
ference to their ctergy ; believing, that all who offend them 
cannot live above three days after ^. The Mandingo marbuU 
fpend a great part of their time in the inftradlion of their 
children ; and Job/on relates, that he had feen fchools and 
feminaries which contained fome hundreds of youth, ^here 
they are taught to read, write; to expound the Koran, the 

ijrinciples of the Levitical law, the nature of the marbut 
bciety, how it is connefted with the body politic, and yet 
a fcparata community, with fuch other knowlege as is faftiion- 
able among them. But what they inftil with their firft milk, 
is, an ihviolable regard and attachment to the interefts of the 
fociety, profound fecrefy, gravity, and a refervcd convcrfa- 
tion and conduft, together with fobriety, temperance, and. 
the principles of morals, at leuft as far as it regards the good 
order of the fraternity, and commands the refpeft of tie 
laity. 

Their children are taught to read and write, tipon a 
little book formed of a fmooth hard wood ; the latter by 
drawing thecharafters themfelves, and the former by reading 
certain charafters refembling Arabic, wrote down by their 
tutors. They ufe a kind of black ink, formed from the bark 
of a tree, and a pen refembling a pencil, or rather the St J ao^. 
Stylus, or pen of the ancients, with which they wrote upon 

• T. iii. p. 355. 

. (G) ypbfifi relates, that he neft, and fincere in bis attacb- 

xontra&edanacqumintaDcewith ments, iaibmuch that our aa« 

xmarhut, whoCe excellent qua- thor regarded him with litde 

liti^s foon engaged him in the lefs veneration than the mo^ 

Urideft friendfliip. He was fuperilitious of the natives (4). 
pious^ teoQperate^ feniible, hp- 

(4) Jfkf^«9 t* 74» J^'* Africant p% 23* 
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thdr waxed tables. Some authors allege, that their charaC* 
tcrs refemble the Hebrew mdre than the Arabic ; which is a 
plaiD indicatiou of their being ignorant of both : for it is 
impoffible they could bear any affinity to charafters fo ex- 
tremely different : but all agree, that their laws are written 
in a/ language totally diiferent from the vulgar, which the 
lay-negroes of every degree are ignorant of, and is fuppofed 
fcy aufhors to be a corrupt Hebrew or Arabic, We are told 
from the fame authority, that the great volume of the mar'- 
but laws or inftitutions, regarding the fociety, is a manp- 
fcript, of which they take copies for their private ufe. If we 
may credit JobfoUy it is not in their own fchools, and to thdr 
own cHildreii only, that the marhuts communicate their know-" 
lege, but to whole provinces, and without diftinftion to 
every youth they meet. They travel, according to him^^ 
with books and families from province to province, teaching 
wifdom and religion wherever they pafs, and enforcing their 
doftrine equally by precept and example (H). Every towa 
is open to them, and the marbut travels whole kingdoms 
unmolefted in the heat of the bloodieft wars. Writers differ 
with refpeft to their manner of travelling, fome affirming, 
that, like Mendicants, they live upon the public, and alms 
which they receive from every. family ; yrhlle others are no, 
lefs pofitive, that they fupport themfehes by trade and the 
fale of gri/gris, afking no other alms than fcraps of paper, 
which they convert into folid food and raiment by virtue of 
thofe myfterious charafters with which they imprefs them. ^ ' 
Certain it is, that they carry on the richeft commerce of the 
country, efpecially the marbut s of Setiko, who trade deeply 
in gold, flaves, and grifgris : and this may be one end of 
^eir progrefles through different- kingdoms, aswellasth* 
inftrufting the ignorant, and the performance of their apqfto- 
lical funftiori. Their chieF branch of trade is gold, which 
they draw from the interior countries of Nigrttia^ and the ^ 
extremities of Lyhia zni Barbary, in exchange for their grif- 

(H) The reader may ob- the manners of an individual, 

ferve, tHat the relation of ^^- or the partial portraits of hifto- 

/m is CQ be received with, fome rians ; bat from fa^ls, and 

allowanoe for his prejudice in tbe general fyftem of coftduA 

favpur of tbe«<^i«/i; he had and. policy. We have given ^ 

contracted an intimacy with one fii£cient inftances .to juHify 

worthy perfon of the communi- our opinion of this fe(£t, and 

ty, andfrom thence feemstohave the reader, who would inqi^ire 

formed his idea of the whole ; more minutely, may^ conful^ 

but the true chara^er of a fo- Marmo/, Smith, and Privoft* 
dety i» to be gained not from 

gris} 
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gris ; and fuch is their avarice, that they hoard tip hurg» 
treafuresy deep hiddea in the ground, and to be 'boned witk 
theoii under the pretext of rdigion, referving in public only 
what is fuffident to anfwer the purpofes of nature, the gra* 
tification of their ambition or pride, and the porchafiog of. 
the Portuguefe a kind of blue ftone, which their viomi 
wear round their waifts, a^ a prefervative againft haemor* 
rhagesy to which they are very fubjeA ; or from the other 
Europeans fuch articles of luxury, aa may be wanted to i&cep 
up the efteem and veneration of the people. To coocludr 
this ieAion, and our account of this extraordinary ibdety, 
it may be fuffident to obferve, that they throw aU the ob^ 
ftruftions they are able, and crofs by every poflible means the 
endeavours of the Europeans to penetrate to the fonrce of the 
river Gambia ; apprehenfive, that their fuccefs might lefiei 
their trade, and render them lefs neceflary. They repre- 
fented to Job/on the hazards and difficulties of fuch an enter« 
prize, with fo much zeal and warmth, that, with all his par* 
tiality to them, he could not help attributing their excefive 
friendflup to felfifii views ^ 

^ Vide auft. citat. ibid. 
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SECT. XII. 

Containing a geographical View of the great Rivet 
Gamjbia, and the frequent Attempts made to Sfccroet 
its Source ; the ^rade which the Europeans carry on 
with the Kingdoms fttuated along its Banks ; a De* 
fcription of the Englifli and other European Ports 
and Settlements efiahlifhed thereon ; and an Account of 
their PVarSj and various Changes and Revolutions^ 
and the Endeavours ufed by each to maintain or improve 
their Commerce ; with a Narrative of the Settlement 
en the JJland of Gorce, &c. &c. 

THE vaft river Gambia was formerly known by the naM 
of Gamhro ; an appellation ftill retained by the French* 
Cq4^ Mq/io, the firft writer who fpeaks of it, always gives it 
this name. Marmol fays, that by the negroes it is called 
Gambu ; but he fometimes writes it; Gambraj and at other 
times Gamboa. Job/on prefers the former j but affirms, that 
the negroes always call it Gee or J/, that is, the river, by 
way of pre-eminence ; for which rcafon likewiie the Portu" 
gueje gave it the name of Rio Grande^ in common wi^ an* 

other 
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o^er riyer. more to the fouthward >• However, as it is com- 
naooly known to Englijhmen by the, name Cambiay which in 
fa£l is a corruption of Gambra^ this we ihall retain, and 
avoid all difputes concerniiilg the etymon, which, after all 
oiir labour, would fiill remain doubtful. 

' Authors are no kfs divided concerning its fource than lu cottrfim 
name, fome affirming it to be a branch of the Niger, while 
others, with niore probability, aflert, that it can poilibly 
liaye DO cx>mmunicatioa with it, as it certainly runs tnrough 
the lake SapQr and the kingdom of To or Eyo^ bordering on 
Xhikoma?}/, a prodigious courfe of near 2000 miles. Harmol 
calls It the fame river which Ptolemy lays down under the 
name of Eftachiris^ in which trad it muft be divided from 
the Nig^ by a prodigious ridge of hills running north and 
Ibuth \ and fo^ indeed it is laid down by that accurate geo« 
grapher Mr. Bolton^ in his corredion c^ D'Anville, Labat 
has fpent, fevo-al pages upon this fubjedl, which he dropst 
after having thoroughly perplexed and bewildered his readn 
ers.; and, td avoid falling into the fame ;^rror, we ihall 
here take our leave of it, as offering conjedur^s might afford 
opportunities for difplaying our genius, but very litde im- 
provement to our readers, all the attempts towards this dif« 
covery having hitherto been abortive, and the interior parts 
of Afrka too little known to determine any thing from 
the fituation of the country : we fliall proceed therdfore to 
a defcription of this river, as far as it has been navigated 
hj Europeans 'y for as to the accounts of the natives they 
merit little regard ^. 

Thje river Gambia, or Gambyf difeharges itfelf in xht Situatiofif 
ocean, between Cape Verd zr^Cape Roxo ; or, to fpeak with bret^th, , 
more preciiion, between Cape^aint Mary on the fouth, and ^^*\y ^^^ 
Bird or Broken IJland on the "north ; the diftance between ^'^Z^^^ 
rfiefe Ibcing fix leagues ; but as the river is divided by a great ^^^*^ 
. number of iflands and fand banks, its broadeft chanel does 
aot exceed three leagues ; and Barhot reduces it to as many 
miles. Aijoary fifty leagues up the river, it is a mile broad, 
and eafily accefSble to a fliip of three or four hundred tons, 
or to a forty gun ihip, as Labat exprefles it ; and even at 
S£trakkonda9 500 miles, or 250 leagues, according to Labat, 
from the fea, it is navigable for Ihips of 150 tons burthen. 
The feafon for making this voyage is from December to the 
month of Juney during which time the river flows in a 
finooth, equal, and not rapid courfe; but for the reft of 

> T. ii. apud incit. Labat. t. iv. c. 18. Marmol hi(L 
dc FAfriq. 1. ix. ^ Ibid. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XVII. ^ Z the 
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the year is difficult, if not impoflible, od acooi»sl of the fym* 
• digbus fwcUy occafmed by the nuns that fall with &ch,«jeT 
leoce in thefe cc»id tries ; and this is one gyreat advantage nAadtk 
the river Snugdl has over the Gamiia, 

Freqjtent attempta have been made to pesetrstc ti>tiie 
fburce of the CatnkU^ and by meaz)S df thefi; voyages its Ba« 
vigattoo canie to be fo weU kaown^ and Iboie little acqvmt* 
ance made with the dates more immediately bordering, apgi 
its banks, /Which however are too ioGonitdcrabie to ttuania 
place in hiftory. 

It is well known that the GamUa forms a oiimfaer oCco^ 
iratm-es and windings between the fea and the kingdom ai 
Kantor 400 miles above Barakkonda, where it is iiipppfpd Up 
pa& throngh a ftagnated lake, inacceiBble to flaipfiipg, m 
iaccount oi the reeds, leaves, and herbage, that floatfo dUA 
upon its furiac^ as to give it the appearance of dr]& ImL 
This, however is no more than the acconat of the oftmp; 
for no Europeans ever penetrated fo far. ' The EngUfb hWi 
made frequent attempts to dtfcover its iburce, all cS^ thcm.iMi* 
facce£sfnl, ae they never went farther than Barakhimdd, ti^. 
leaft with any certainty or advantage. It is poffible 4i|[ 
they were ftopt by catarads, fhoals, or ptherobftru^ticntt^ #lr 
they affirm, and were told by the marbmts ; thpagh inaiqr.^: 
the more intelligent deny that there are any impedimeatt Aiit' 
fome hundred mile^ farther. Firil: captain Tl»n^fimp aigl^ 
after him Johfm^ in the year 161 8, went an hnndred teagaif; 
iii-boats beyond thecataraA kS. Barakhonia ; but, bmris^nfi^ 
lefled to take the foundings and other particolars^ tfaeiv 
labour was attended with Uttk advantage, Cerving only to 
gratify their curioiity (A). Vermayden and fome other iokr 
men penetrated as far in the reign of Charles tl^ Second $ 
bin to much the fame efieA. In 17 13 therc^al j^ri^iMk, 
company, defirous of obtaining all poifible certainty on this 
head, employed a number of fmall veffels cm tl^ difcovery,. 
under the diredion of Mr. Thcmas Harrifon^ their chief agent 
at James Fort. This gentleman purfued his cpurfe to FatOf^ 
denddy x^ter which he committed the care of the eacped^os ' 
to John Peachy giving him a finall vef&I to proceed on tfa|^' 
voy^e, and returning himfelf to James Fort^ where 



I s 

(A) It mav be proper to ob* take of the firft tranflator, wlhl ■ 

lerve, that all the French tranf- rendered the Ungltjh prtpofidtis 

l:4tors of this paragraph afj^h' aho^ve by the French au de£[»tum. 

fons relation, Prc^ofty Lahat, iiiftead of au deffiis, a blunder 

and Martnoi,' feem it have cp- which greatly alters the fenfeof 

fkd fiom each other tlie nif- the author. 

few 
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few him. Ifis deputy likcwife, after having gone withib 
twenty ftiM^fc of Barakkonda, was forced to return for want 
of provifions, or perhaps of refolution to profccnte the dc* 

' TvLou jafM I/land, near the mouth of the river, to Barak'* 
iandat the fotindlngs are Heve^ lefs than four fathoms and a 
half water in the fhallowcft parts of the true chanel, and 
generally* ffoih five to eleven. The river is enriched with a 
iroinberof beantiftrl iOands, fome of them covered wif h wood, 
and filled with animals, which frequently render it extreme- 
ly narrow, btt ballance that inconveniency by adding to 
the deptijj the water behig there confined within narrower 
Mthits. Yet with all rins depth of water, Lahat fays, that it 
iar neceflkry to keep always founding, efpecially near the en- 
trsmce, as the river is filled with flioals and land banks, fre- 
quently dangerous without this precaution (6). 

As theEngliJb carry on the chief traffick with the natives of Firfi efia^ 
Garhhiai we fhall begin with defcribing their fettlements upon hUflmmt 
this river, tho' the time cannot well be determined when they ^f ^^' 
&ft began to fre<juent it, tior who the firft Europeans were ^"^1?^**^ 
tfaat eft&blifhed this commerce. Lahatis pofitive, that the^'^^^^* 
itarchants of Dieppe and Roan were not only acquainted with, 
Iwit confiderable traders on, the Gambia, before the Portuguefs. 
began thdr difcoveries in Ajia and Africa. However, as the 
ffhrmahS found it lefs advantageous than the traffick with . 
the cotft of Gtiiney, which made great returns to France in^ 
gold and ivory, they 'always purfued it with lefs zeal, and 
at laft totally abandoned it for their eftablifhments on the 
fyathsitn coaft of Africa. 'At that time the flave trade wag 
liot opened, nor the merchants of Mandinga and the interior 
coimtriesr ^cuftomed to bring their merchandize, of gold, 
irary, d*^. to the very mouth of the river. 

« MooRB, p. 298. Lab AT, t. iv. c. i8. 

> 

. (B) Laiat kys down a nnra- an opinion which' he fupports 

b^ of dire£Uons for navigating by a number of rcafons and 

tliis rivef with fafety, fome of fa£ts, which we fhall omit, as 

if^lich, ZB they may prove ufe- unneccffary. Another precau- 

ful, we fhall extrad. He ob- tion is, to keep diredly in the . 

ferves, that below Fort James middle of the chanel in paffing 

b6th fides of the river are filled Dog I/land, in order to ayoid a 

widi fand banks ; and advifes ftony point, covered by tJie wa- 

SMuinerd to keep near the north, ter, that projefts a quarter of a 

cm which fide the chanel is league acrofs the river (5). 
fmootheft, deepeft, and fafeft: 

Z 2 Ik 
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In courfe of tiihe the Portu^e/e, eager in purfuit of 
difcoveries^ and whatever could contribute to the advance- 
ment of trade, occupied thofe places abandoned by the 
Normans, and eftabllihed faflories, not only along the coafts, 
but in the interior kingdoms, and along the banks of the 
Gambia, as high as the Englijb trade at prefent : an aflertiDa 
that is proved by the ruins of many forts in difFerent places; 
^vhich is more than the French can urge in fupport of thdr 
claim, though it might be difficult to prore a negative, 
Notwithftanding the confuflon introduced into thdr af^s^ 
by a perpetual ftate of hoftilities and wars with the other 
European nations, and the lofs ci a number of valnahfe 
factories, they fiill retain a confiderable commerce with the 
ihterior countries Bint am, Cacho, ^nd BiJ/ao, where they tnufe 
with the French, Englijb, and Dutch, as natives, getting the 
produce of the country in return for European merchan- 
dize ; but this progeny pf the ancient Portugueje is now fb 
blended as hardly to be diftinguiflied from the original 
inhabitants. 
S^tkmnt At length the Englijb fucceeded the Portuguefe in 
cfthei the trade of the river Gambia, feizing upon a number 
Englifh of advantageous poils which they had relinqniflied; and 
tomfavy, have, for a feries of years, fortified themfelves on a finafi 
illand between Albreda and Cilfrai, fituated at the diftanoe 
of four leagues, according to Labat, or fix miles, by Moare*i 
calculation, from the mouth of the river. Here they have 
built a fort, which might be rendered extremely ftrong, coulfl 
they fecure their magazines and water agalnft bombs ; the 
want of which precaution occafiooed its being taken, pillaged. 
demoiiflied, and rafed to the ground, by the French, and 
afterwards by pirates, or the Forbars : a lofs which the com- 
pany could never recover without the aid of parliament^ axid 
the public countenance ojffered them. We (hall fpeak of this 
tranfa^ion after having defcribed the fort, and enumerated 
the other {ettlemants on this gr^at river. 

The next eftablifliment of the Englijb company is on the 
river Kabata, falling into the Cambia'2lmo& oppofite to 
James JJl&nd, on the north fide of the kingdom of Kamhs 
and fouth fide of the river : but here the trade is inconfidetr 
able, the chief purpofe of the faftory being to furni/h Januis 
Fort with proviiions^ On the north fide the river, oppofite 
to James IJlamd, ftands the Englijb faftory Jilftay, or GUk-^ 
free, a little eaft of the French hpufe at Albreda. This place 
is pleafantly fituated, and fypplies Jamts Fort with all kimfe 
of vegetables. Here it is that the monarch of Barra exads 
a duty upon all ihipping that pafs up the river, to which the 

Evglifk 
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EngKjb, tbo* aaturally haughty, fays Ldfat^ have, been forcc^ 
to ftbmit (C). The fourth Engli/h faftory is at Vintain, or 
Bintam^ upon a river of the fame n'ame, falling mxotht Gambia 
about fix miles above James Fort. The chief commerce of 
this little faftory, within the jurifdiftion of the king of Foida^ 
cpnfifts in wax, ivory, and hides- Eight miles farther up 
the river we meet with the fif^^ fafliory, called Jenjuy fitu#. 
atetl in a kingdom of the fame* name. A place affi>rding little 
trade befides wax, of which there is great abundance, but 
indif{erent in the quality. In the year 1731, the Englijb 
company ellabliflied a fa^ory at Kalaor^ on a river* of the 
(aixxe name, in the dominions of the king of Barra ; but^ 
jierceiving the trade to falffliort of their es^peftations, they 
relinquifhipd it two years afterwards. The fame year as the 
former, a houfe was fettled at Tankeoval^ in the kingdom of 
Cairiy on the fouth fide of the river Gambia ; the principal 
objefl of which i? the wax trade. Something higher up the 
river we meet with the faftory of Jcar^ Ctuated three miles 
up the country, in the territory of the king of Barfallu 
liberejs not on the whole river a more flounfhing trade than 
s$ carried on by this town and faftory, as the Mdndlhgo 
fnerchants, going and returning to and from Galam and 'Tom^ 
fl^/a, . take, this place in their way : and on t^e oppolite or 
i)orth fide of the river (lands Tatn^ or Taut Maroiv^ another 
faAory belonging to the African company : but here they 
have no more than a little houfe and one negro agent to fup« 
ply James Fart with corn. Higher up, in the little kingdom 
of Jpnarrowy ftands the company's faftory of Brako, built* 
in 1732, burnt by accident, rebuilt in the fame year, andf 
relinquifhed in 1735. The company's eleventh fettlement 
is at lifattejor, a mile from the river on the north fide, in tha 
kingdom of Upper Taut, It being overturned by a fwelling 
of the river in the year 1725, the company ordered the 
faftory to be removed to Sami, where it now remains, the 
fituation being a little removed fince,' but the name pre- 
ibrved. Still higher up, in the kingdom of Tomani, fouth 

(C) The fame author adds, tion that approach a certain ' 

t]iat, infolent to all other na- tuft of trees, called The royal 

g'ons^ they have been humbted. fiandard of Barroy are forced^ 

y negroes, and forced to falute to pay it this complimtnt, and 

tills prince with their cannon as a fmall doty to the king, on 

tiiey pafs; and yet his domi- pain of being prohibited to 

Miens do not extend above trade, and fubjeded to all the 

eighteen leagues along the ri- injuries the monarch caq dqi 

^per« AUihips of whatever na- them (6). 

(6) t€b§t'*s rtkt* dt rjffirtf, tcfuUnt. part, iv. f, »66.^ 

zi Of 



of Gambia, ftaods the thirteenth faftory, caU«4 Tmy^ im^H ? 
^ d^ftroyed by a floodiog of the river in i733» bi|t $af» 

l-ebuiit by order of the company. Its trade cp^fts ia flsem 
and ivory, oF which it fends great quantities to JanMs F^, 
The laft fettlement of the company is Fatadenda ; at w]|ii^ 
place, ficuated at leaft4&4 miles from the fea, the riv^r.kas 
|)road, feys Moore, as the Thames at Tilbury Fort, s^id pf j^qt- 
tionabiy deep. Here the Gambia with iu beautiful Wliuikci 
forms a moft delightful profpeA, to be equalled ooly l^the 
verdure of the trees and fertility of the adjacent oouaify gf 
Kantor, feveral provinces of which ^re furronnded OQ three 
fides by thofe delightful curvatures of the river '^ (P)* 

As none of theie faftpries are confiderable enough to soqj? 
a particular defcription, we (ball return to Fort James, em- 
monly called James Fort, and Uy before the r<eade|r all ^ 
can learn of this head-fetdement» either from writers or jp^- 
yate intelligence. This fort is fituated in a {b^aU ifl^pdof 
the fame name, {landing in the pdiddle of .the Gamiia, ^ 
whole breadth of the river being here about f^^n foil^i. 
The ifland is the property of the ocHupany ; byt fiifc^eft (0 a 
Imall tribute to the king of B^rr^. In ^irpiit th^ iflaodil ^ 
about threje quarters of a milei the fort regular, aW 4f!*%iW 
by four batteries, each mounting feven piecea of C9am^ 
which cojounand the river on every fide. Upder the tv^y^l^f 
the fort, facing, the water on ^1 hands, are ereS^ t\«o bat* 
teries, mount^ wjth four twenty-four poundsf^ c^^i j^ 
between both are ' planted iinaller gun^ for. ^Imes; die 
whole artillery of the fort amount^g to 4$ pie(;§s of caj&noQ* 
Within the walls are contained a Aumb^ of vefy cQQUBodii- 
ous apartments for the governor, chief merchani:^, &^i 
writers, and military c^cer : the lower apa|-tmeni^:bi^ 
employed in magazines and ftorehoufes. The garrlfoQ oii|^ 
7he difir' to be compo&d of one officer, one ferjea(it, two Oorpcnrab, 
derly li*ves ^ gunner, hk deputy, and thirty foldi^s : ,bui the dife^ 
qftbefol' attributed by authors to the pernicious habit of drinlu^ 
^Vr/, , fpirits to excefs, greatly diminilh the complcfuisat^ aQ)|..i!i^: 
duce the men to the moft deplorable fituation. This is a £a& 
aflerted by all writers, EngHJb, French, and Ouicit. The 
ibldiers, artificers, fervants, and iiaves of the fort, are lodged 
in barracks without the walls, but built with ftone and lime, 

* Moore, Labat, ubifup. Prbvost, t. iv. 1. ii. c,^. 

(D) Authors .relate, that the the king of Toma$fi ; bat vc < 

compaay relinqpi/hed this fet- h^ve it from the be/l pdvate 

tlement, upon forae fevpre ufagc. authority, that before noyr it.i» 

their favors had mef with from probabJy rc-cfiabli/hed. 

,4 equally 
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c^aUj^ coaTeomt ^od-ftrong as tbe fort itfdf; aiid the 
:v4iole &rr0\inded by paUifadoe$, the river and cabals drawa ^ 
•fronk it. Undotieadi the feryams apartments are magazines* 
'Atid tite flafes ^e lodged^ below the folds«rs b^uackf, C^uir 
0^8 are iJaced at proper pofts, relieved evdry two. hours, 
<iuid the garrifon kept in conilant duty and fecurity, a patrol 
4betng fent round at certain hours to eKamioe into ths fitoa- 
^tioit of the fort, and make report to the governor. la a 
word) in pbtnt df military difciptine, no garriion can b^ more 
jregular and diligeial ^ : but the fa6h>rs and even the gover- - 

Aor find it tfaeir intereft to wink at th^ excefe in drinking 
of the foldiersi by a loeans too obvioujs to be pointed 



^ It was in 1664 that Jamss IJknd w*t fonifcd by comr The hifiory 
ttodore Halfius, for the protedliosi of the EngHfif trade in ^ James 
^s river^ and had its name in honour <^ the dukq of Tork. ^<^t. 
iAt firft it had but^ght pieces of caimoii ^ but Ba^bot fpeaks 
of it as a regular fortifkatibn, completed and mounted in 
the manner w« have defcribed (E), in the year 1690. jkwm 
feri was taken for the firft time by the Fxench, under M. ^ 
Giws^ in 169$, who commanded a finaU fqnadron of four 
^hips of war and two bomb. ketches ; of which ^itcrprize we 
}iata a particular account by. Froger^ who ferved in the 
lexpedition. M. de Genes y then at Gwe^ rptdving. advice 
by aa EngHJb defer ter of the miferabie condition of the 
frarrifon, labouring under difeafes and {Hncbed with waa^ 
let (ail for the Gambia, and imfnedtately furrounded the fort 
with the boats, to cut ofF all communication with the con? 
tiiient« Next day an officer, M. de la Rogue was fent to fum- ^ 
mon the governor to furrender : his barge was met at fome ' 
4ifiance by the Englijk officer, who conduced him to the 
fort, where he was handfomely efttertatned, and fent back 
attsiided by tiiree gentlemen of the gairifon^ whp. denmnded 
of the admiral a few days to deliberate npoa thp anfwer they 
fiiottld.make/ as the governor w^^ al:^&t, ^d the com* 
txiand devolved uppn a deputy, l^e Gines would grant only 
tilt fix o'lclock the following mornii^y apd then the deputy 
feist him vford to begin his optsratigsis, for he was refoived 
t9 defend the place to the laft extremity: a.refolution that 

« Moots, p. 14^' 

.(^) Barht fays, it mounted that fome of the fmall canpoi^ 

£xty pieces of cannon.; but have, been fent to. the od^er 

iifi other refpeds agrees with faftorics, or carried off b^ the 

Mooa: it is probable there/d^ej Frendh whci^ they took it, 

Z 4 yrould, 
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vould probably have been executed with eqi2al;^ilflt9 4wl 

not Mr. Hamhtryy the goveroor, foond meaw^isfiiertisjb 

forty and take upon him the command, of whicfa^he^ was td^ 

deferring. Two bombs had only been th»>wii ia^'fey^tift 

enemy 9 and the boats difpofed in their proper ^fiatidBs-fer 

giving the aflanlt againft the next tide, when- he feat 'a;b«ffe 

to the admiral, with propofals for a capitnlatioii^* and tiori^ 

faint mand the exchange of hoftages. The therms were, accepted, 

^ ihi and the admiral, out of compliment to the bn i Ttery - dF tite 

French, deputy-governor, as was plainly exprefled in the artkie^ 

permitted the gairrifcMi to march out with all the honoun of 

war, thdr arms, baggage, and efiefls, and each oCEtceriffii 

gentleman a Have to attend him. - Among other articles ~<sf 

kfs Importance was the following. ** That all the ^a^iors 

** of the company along the banks of the GdmUa^ ^ die 

** ftores, efleds, and merchandize, belonging to the ceoi- 

<< pany, ihould be included under the prdSuitcapitulatkni; 

^* and, in a word, the French put in full p(^]efiioia:<rf' die 

** navigation and trade of this great river."' Here~tiie 

French got, with little trouble, a prize of 500 qmntab of 

ivory, 300 quintals of wax, 300 male and 40 feimle flaves^ 

belides 50 more at y/^tfj', together with £iirr£J(^^Ift merdsfi* 

di^e, to the value of 8000 crowns, all the cannon, floroi' 

and provifion^ of the fort ^ . * 

A FEW days after M. de Genes Cent to the king of Botm 

to demand the EngHJb effeAs in the faftory at Jiffray\.\sa% 

that prince returned for anfwer, that, if thefedorywasfor* 

rendered, the efie6:s belonged to him : finding however that 

the admiral intended to ufe force, he refolved not to conteft 

the affidr, and fufiered him quietly to take poilef&cn. Afte^ 

wards a council was called, to deliberate, whitth^ Fort James 

fiiould bepreferved or demolifhed ; and, the ktter opinion pre- 

vailing, the baftic»is were blown up, the cannon that cookl 

not be carried on board were nailed and rendered ufelefs, and 

the Engli/b garrifbn embarked for \^»^Azm/; upon whidi 

De Genes with the fquadron failed for the Brafils. It would 

appear that this refolution of the council was not agreeable 

to the French company ; for they foon fent dire£l:ioD5 to thdr 

officers at Fort St, Louis to take pofleffionof Fi^rt James ^ mi 

feemed ferioufly to think of rebuilding the fort, when it was 

Jteflored t§ delivered up to the Englijb by the treaty of Ryfwick K While 

tbeJB.ng' the Englifh company were employed in executing a plan 

Ulji, and which would have rendered James Fort a complete fortahca- 

*. . , "I • • •■',■■ • * . • 

^ FaoGER'svoy. alam^r dclnd. p. 2. 6. 21. « Iia^at, 

t. iv. p. 2954 , . . w . 

- ' • • , . ^ dopi 
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tK^aVthewar in 1702 broke out, and again put the French ia a^«'« 

]^o(MkMi« by the <t>tKdu£l of the fame admiral who had ^^^^ 

before tdten it, and "w^s ttow killed ia the attack : but the w ^^^. 

toBTt Tf^radbmed at that time for 10,000 /. , after the French ^'^^^^* 

hadoinied off a booty of 250 ilaves, and a' confidcrable ^^^^^* 

^oantity of lACFchandizQ ^. A third time it fell into the 

hands of the fame nation in 1 709, and vas reftored at the 

gimeral peace of Utrecht ; af t^ which it was t^xrioe pillaged I* i^ p*^" 

by Engl^ pirates, whq infefted the coaft of Cuiney, in ihe ^^&^h 

year 1720.- The firft of thefe enterprizes was executed hyP*''^^* 

Marvel Davis, with fuch circumftances as merit a particular 

relation. Davis^ belieidng he could expcfl no fuccefs from 

an open attempt, refolved to have recourfe to ftratagemt 

which had the defired fuccefs, as neither courage, cunning, 

or the mbft defperate villainy were wanting in him or his 

crew. When he came within fight of the ifland, he co|if 

ceaied all his men under the hatches, except five or fix, em- 

plojed in working the fhip, and in the drefs of failors. With 

fiich a force he knew he could raife no fufpicion in the gar* 

.rifon, and in confequence came clofe to the fhore, went oq 

board his boat, with the pilot and furgeon, and rowed 

direAly to the fort, where he was received by a file of muf* 

^ueteers, who condufted him to the governor's apartments. 

Here he told a plaufible ftory, that he belonged to Uverpool^ 

and was bound for Senegal^ to take in a cargo of ivory and 

gum, but was purfued and forced out of his courfe by two 

French men of war. His cargo he told the governor con- 

*Med of iron, and fome other commodities proper for the 

African TD2x)Ltt ; upon which that gentleman agreed to por* 

cbafe it in- exchange for flaves ; and afked, whether Davis 

had any liquors on board ? To this he replied, that he had 

none for fale ; howeve'r, that he could oblige the governor 

^ith fome bottles of excellent rum : upon which he was 

. mvited with his attendants to dinner. During the prepara* 

^ons the governor was making to receive him handfomely, 

havis returned alone on board, under pretence of bringing 

the fpirits, having firfl made all the neceflary obfervations. 

Prefently he returned, attended by fix flout fellows, and 

. was admitted without any queftions, as the men were loaded 

with bottles, but at the fame time fecretly armed with piflols 

and daggers, and diref^ed to flay in the guard room, till 

on the difcharge of a piftol they were to feize upon the arms 

of the guard. Every particular of his orders was punftually 

^beyed, and he became mafler of the fort, money, flores« 

>• ■ 

} Gazette ^e l^aris, onze d'Avril, 1703. 

^d 
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aod tU the merchandizey by a treacherous breach of hofpi* 
tality, that deferves to be ft^matized with mfvof to the la^ 
pofterity« The wedch which thefaAors had itcciiinHiatsd 
svonotcd in ii^otft oi gold to upwards of -2000/. bciidef 
goods ci ten times that fum, which he carried on board; 
aftd then demolished the fort, puttiog the gofernor, hSta^ 
sad ftich of (he foldiers as would not embe^ in hts defpente 
fortune, on board a large vei&l he found m tJie river \ n 
fleer what courfe they thought fit (F). 

* Hift. of Pirates, by John'stok, ,p* i§o» llrieq. . 



(F) The royal African com- 
pany > receiving advice of this 
unhappy afiair, determined to 
guard for the future againft Aich 
accidents, by keeping fo ftrong 
a garrifon as* might defy all the 
power and ftratagems of pirates: 
bat they were extremely un- 
lucky in the officers they made 
clMice of. Major Majfiy was 
fent in one of their (hips, 
^ commander of the troops; 
and he being difgufted at the 
reception he met with from 
colonel Whitney, then gover- 
nor, and the ^£lors, entered 
into a confpiracy with oneL0<u;- 
thtTi fccond mate of the fhip, by 
whofeaffiftance, and the party 
he b^ formed among the foi- 
diers and ' bailors, he found 
means to feize the fhip and rob 
the fort ; after which he fet fa^l, 
and turned pirate. This life, tho' 
Attended' with all poiGble fuc^ 
tefs, foon however became irk- 
fome to Maffey^ who would 
feem to have fome fparks of 
confcience remaining : he de- 
termined therefore to break off 
from the afibciation ; and ac- 
cordingly went to Jamaica, 
where he furrendered himfelf 
to Sir Nicholas La^, who re- 
ceived him kindly, as a profe- 
lyte, and furnifhed him with 
money to carry him over to 



Eng^nd. On his s^rfival iq 
LondBn he wrote to the dire^n 
of the company a full CQofef- 
fion of his crime, which Le at- 
tributed to his refentment of the 
hard ufage he had met with ; 
acknowleging, however, thK 
he deferred death ; buttreqildtr 
ing, that it might be fodxaw 
as was worthy of a foUkjr. Tk 
anfwer was, that he ^ierv^l 
no better fate thaiv a gibbet ; 
notwithftanding which he not 
only did not conceal hihiT^lf, 
but took lodgings in a public 
part of the town, and addrdfed 
himfelf to the officers of jn^e 
to iifue an order for feiziag 
captain Majfey^ a pirate. UptHV 
the officers informing him, tkt 
they knew no Cuch perfoa, hs 
^old them, that he was the per* 
(on, and gave them his diredion, 
Accordingly he was arrcftcd a 
few days after, upon his owa 
information, carried before 9. 
jiiftice, and committ^ to pri- 
ibn, uj^n no other evidence 
thah his own. ' At length cap- 
tain Rujfel ahdcoloj^el Whknef% 
fons beinj|r ijammcined as ev^ 
dence againfb him/ H^^Jfty was 
tried, condemned, and nangecT, 
for faAs which would never' 
have appeared againft hiin,' had 
he not determined to receive" 
the punifhment he merited. 
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To stvtM brewing the chain of narration, we have omltttd Hsft^ef 

fomeiiliportaiK particuhrs rdative to this fectiement and the /^ ^^dg 

' trade of the CamHa ; to underftaod which properly^ it i» ^/^^' . 

neceflary we refume the fijbjeft as far back as the treaty of G*«bi*, 

Ryjwick^ After reAitution of the £ort, the parliament, de- 

firous of eft^UiOui^ the trade without aqy expence to the 

publlCy fet the commerce of the river free, upon the fote 

coodkion, that each (hip (bould pay ten per cent, to the 

company on her arrival in Africa^ or twenty on her tetura 

to England. It is incredible what a number of adventuiers 

immediately embarked in this trade upon its being laid open, 

and what confufion and ruin it had dmoft produced. Every 

captain endeavoured to andcipate another ; the French took 

^vanta^ of this rivaUhip ; and the negroes, perceiving the 

folly of the Engli/by raifed the price of flaves higher thaa 

bad ever been Jc(iQW0» pr than the trade would bear : Ln 

cQoiequence pf which <Hir colonies were badly fupplied, tha 

expence of plaRtirig very great, and the profits of the 

^merchaot fo fiaoall, that, all things included, ir might wdl 

be deemed a lofing trade. At length, the French themfelves 

were involved in the difficulties of the Engli/h ; for the M<M' 

dingo merchants, obferving the great price given for flaves by 

the former, wpuld fell none to the latter ; and thus the itgents 

of both cofnp'anies were fqon reduced to a ftate of idlehefs, to 

watch whea the rage of adventuring would fubfkle, and 

commerce oa<:e more be put on a folid and rational founda- 
tion k. 

This fltuatiim of affairs feon opened the eyes of the com- 
pany, who became fenfible that they had better trade with- ' 
out the aid of parliament, than accept of fuch a grant asl 
would infallibly deftroy the whole trade, and ruin the Britijb 
coloaies in America. They therefore began diligently to 
apply themfelves to the trade, to ruin the French^ and cut 
out the interlopers. Mr. Corker^ their chief agent^ eftablifhed 
factories for this purpofe at Javal (G) and PortodaM : he 
fent fome of the factors to the king or Darnel of Kayor^ 
with fuitable merchandize, to be fold him at an und^ price^ 
and accompanied with rich prefents ; but all thefe liberalitie; 
had fo little efFcft, through the addrefs of De Brue, the 
French direftor, that the Damel^ having led the faftors 1 
dance after him from town to town, fent them back at laft, 
without paying for the goods, and glad to efcape at anj 

^ LabaTi t. iv. It- 302, & feq. 

(G) This place is like wife called Jpalf JualU or J oelo* 

rate 
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rate out^of his bands. Corker vfeot farther: 'he-^fold the 

compaay's goods at the price of iateilopers, taking flares at 

' the fame high rate. He employed force to ixclade the 

French from the navigation of the river ; burnt their fliips, 

under the pretext of their having no pafTports.; and, mz 

ivordf fays Labat^ teftified the moft malignant enmity to this 

nation (H). 

Jrticles 9f At length he perceived his error; and in the chagrin of 

^comm- difappointiaenty £iys Labatt wrote to his conftituents, that 

daiionfTQ' i\^j had better renounce the ten per cent, existed from the 

tjfi^ ^'^^^ prencht repair James Fort at their own cxpencc, and five 

French ^^^ ^ g^^^j underftanding with tlie French company, than 

Bnriilh ^3tpofe themfelves to the neceffity of' totally relinq^ifliing the 

^ * trade. On the other hand» he made fome propofals to 

M. de Brue, by which the price of merchandize fiiould be 

fettled between the two companies, and an unanimous refo* 

^ ludoa taken to exclude all interlopers, of whatever nation. 

For this purpofe he feiit one of the favors to Fort St, Lewis, 

in the year 1 699, with his compliments, and the fc^wing 

articles of accommodation, to M. if Brue. *' ift. That die 

^< French company fliall enjoy the fame privileges they hdd 

** \»iott the war ; that is, the nght of maintaining fa£h»ries 

' " at AlkredcL and Jereja \ and that the agents of toth com- 

*' panics fhall live in the fame; friendly footing* as before. 

** 2d. That the EHgliJb company having, previous to tjie 

^* war, fettled faftories ^tjoal and Fortodali, they Ihall con- 

•* tinue in the full exertion of the fame privilege. 3d. That 

" the' veflel of the Sieur Defnos^ the only one feized by the 

" Engii/bp fhall be reftored at the pieafure of M. deBrue{l)* 

" 4th. That as it would not be poflible, on account of die 

?* number of Englijh fhips, to fettle a tariff for the flave- 

f' trade, this article ihall be d^erred till the Sn^Jb gover- 

(H) This is the accoudt of c^rges, fo frequently brooght 
Lahaty extra^ed from De Brue's agaiftft our companies and pri- 
Joumal, to which we are forced v ate traders. ' 
to accede, as we have no rcgu- (I) To this article Mr. Gjr- 
lar detail of this affair iroitn any Air fabjoibed a kind bf apo- 
Engitjb writer. It miift be ac- logy ; affirming, that his rea* 
knowlege4, that the EngHJb fon for feizibg this Ihip was; 
have ever been fcandalouuy Defnos carrying on an illicit 
negligent in preferving the an- traude, under pretence of pa)'ing 
nafs of trade, and this is the fome debts at Guikan., and hif 
reafon why we are fo frequently having threatened to deftroy 
fobje6t6d to national refledlions, the En^Jb fort, upon his have- 
as we have no fads upon rei- ing been checked for thofe 
cord to oppofc to thofe heavy praftices (7). 

(7) Lqkfit'i U iv. p, 303, 304, 

« '^ oor 
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nor recdvcd inftruftions from the company, ytht That, 
as the private traders were licenf<pd by parliament , the* 
company had not power abfolutely to reftrain them ; the 
" French governor therefore would excufe it, if, as country- 
«^ tMTkj they fometimcs afforded them relief when diftreffed."- 
To thefc propofak De Brae returned the following anfwcFx 
by the fame mcffenger. " ift. That by the treaty of Ryf-Tbean-^ 
** wick it-was ftipukted, that all conqucfts fhould niotually^^;.-^^^^ 
" be given op, and things reftored, upon the fame footing French 
as they had been before the war. That before the vrax dirt&or)^ 
the privileges <rf" the French company extended, by letters- 
patent, from Cape Blanco to the river Sierra Leona, with 
'* the fame rig}it of navigating the river Gambia as the 
** Engltfhp as was apparent from the faftories they had al- 
*• ways maintained at Albreda and Jereja. That it was 
** aflbrediy the intereft of both companies to join in a free 
commerce, and eftablifh a tariff, to which the negroes 
&ould iDe compelled to fubmit; the want of which liad 
given fuch a handle to interlopers, almofl tuined the 
" trade of both companies, and increafed the infolence of 
** the natives, who had taken advantage of the rupture be* 
tween both nations, adly. That, as the Englijb com- 
pany was linaited to the river Gambia^ it was no ways 
reafonable they fhould eftablifh themfelves at Joal and 
'* PortodaJli^ which was an infringment of the privileges of 
the French, jdly. That the Sieur De Brue expedledfrom 
the equity of governor Corker^ that he would reflore to 
the Sieur Marchandy florekeeper of the French fafftory at 
" Albreda^ the vefTel, with all the goods, that had been 
" feized, according to the inventory delivered. That with 
" rfefpeft to DefrioSy the Sieur De Brue had given to the 
" Eriglijh governor all the fatisfaftipn which a proper regard 
'* to his charafter would admit of, or the utmofl: delicacy # 
*! in the Englijb governor could require. That Defnos was 
already recalled, to give an account of his condudl ; the 
Englijb governor was therefore requefled to avoid all vio^ 
** lent mc^ures, which terminate only in enlarging the 
*' breach between the companies. 4thly. That he earneftly 
** wifhed the Englijb governor would reprefent to his con- 
" ftituents the neccffity of regulating the price of flaves by 
" a tariff, common to both, and flriftly to be performed 
** by the agents of each nation. 5thly, That, with all 
" due deference to the padiagient of England^ he could 
*f not but obferve, it was the higheft injuflice to give liberty 
** of trade to private merchants, in prejudice of the righis. 
"' both of the Engli(b and French coippanies, whofc interefts 
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^' in this partkiilar were neceflarily one." Cofiehufii%'hisf 
adwcr vnm an earocft eaibortation that governor £rlir#* wcwK 
irfe all his iaflnence with his conftituents, to picvail ob thenS^ 
to take the proper meafureS' for foppreffing interlopers^; te4l 
promifisg on his own part^ that it ibould be rept^esied i^ 
tike king and parliament of £ngicmi bj tfaeF/^iKAas^Md&dc^. ^ 
So earneft was Dt Brue in fixing a tariff with th«» Ef^l^ 
company^ that he determined npon a voyagr from Senegat 
to Gambia^ wh^re he aiTived on the loth of Fekrumy 1 70cri 
and was kindljr retired by Mr. Corker at Fori Jatnet^ Herfi^ 
> a conference enfoed, at which were'prdent all the capt^nSr 
ef (hips in the road ; but the inftrufiions of the Engii/b be^ 
ing very confined, it ended in nothing but- mutual crviltties. 
De Brue perceiving, however, that Mr. Corker wsls fecretly of 
bis opinion, flattel-ed himfelf that he would nfe all his in^ 
tereft with the EngU/b compSLtij to eftablilh the propofed re^-' 
gnlations : but Corker was recalled, and the Sieur De Brue 
proceeded on his intended vifit to the French faftories on the 
river Gambia (K). 

SooJl 



(K) Although it 13 no part 
of oar prefenc defigHf yet we 
cannot omit fome entertaining 
particulars related by De Brue, 
in tlxis little cxcarfion. At Bift- 
tarn he foon4 a great namber of 
fortugutfe fettled, who carried 
OH a confidei:able trade. Their 
dilef made De Brue a vifit, 
dreifed in his robes, which con* 
£iled of a long black cloak, a 
lone fword by his fide, a hanger 
before, a flapped hat, like a 
Quake^\ long ixiufiachios, and 
a bead-roll ivt hts left hand, 
that hung down over the pum* 
nfel oi his fword to tlie knee, 
» the manner of a fword knot, 
llis ceremonious and foS gra- 
vity of cmnpliment was no lefs 
fidiculous than his fivb and 
£gure, at which De Brue, with 
difficulty, retrained laughing. 
His vifit was however returned 
by the polite Frenchman % who 
likewife paid his <;^mpiinients 
to a rich mulatto lately married 
to an BngU/h captain. This 



lady, whofe name was ^d^^' 
having an intrigue with shtr 
alkadg daring toe abfence of. 
the captain, was. delivered of a 
black child, foon ^ftef hi^ fer. 
turn, which fa enraged tkehnf- 
band that he beat the child in 
a mortar, and gave die crAet 
haehis to be devoured by the* 
dogs. He was however re^On^* 
ciled to the lady he^mtDeBrm''^' 
arrival. At Jereja he vifited^the. 
king, whom he defcribes as a^ 
little man, of an agreeaUe fi- 
gure, livety eyes, chear ful coun- 
tenance, and white teeth. He 
was invited by the monarch to 
dinner;: and placed between hial 
and his ^iw^ft, so other ftr^ 
vants than females attending at 
table. The entertainment was 
good, ^e converfation chear^ 
Ful, in which her majefby fiipr^ 
ported her part with great fpirit. 
and p6lhenefs. Deoruem^i^e 
them fome prefents, particnfar- 
ly a cafe of piftols to the king, 
who was the griMdl warrior of 

thofe 
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$00N aft^ the arrival of the new gOTernor, the company EnJea- 
reii^o^ced the garrifon of ^ames Fdrt with a company di'^ursef 
grepadkrs, and fent a nnitiber of mafons, carpenters, andJ.^^"R" 
other artifts, for the jreparation of the fort, which ftill bore !l"* ^^ 
the marks*of the Sienr Cines expedition. De Brue was ^^^^^g^nf^ 
wantif^ in the ncceflary refpcft to the new 'governor, to ^ ^^^ ^ 
whom he £^nt compliments of congratulation on his promo- coalUwu. 
tioQ, and to Mr. Corker^ on his felicity in being recalled. 
from fo unhealthy a climate, to enjoy thofe riches in his 
native country which he had with fo much honour acquire^! 
in Afma. In return, the new governor fent the chirf fac- 
tor, chaplain, and the captain of a fhip, to acknowlege and* 
thank the poUtenefs of De Bnu^ /to requeft his friendfhip^ 



thpfe parts, and extremely fear> 
ed and refpeded by all his 
neighbours j nor are his fubjefls 
lefs warlike than their prince. 
What deferves admiration is 
the prudence of the women ; 
who, to avoid loquacity, which 
would only divert their atten- 
tion fijom ncceflary employ- 
JBeHts, fill theif mouths with 
iiBall pebbles, or water. 

Oh quitting Jtreja^ he pafled 
through a country inhabited by 
a natiott called TlupSy or Floopsj 
.according to Moore ; lying be- 
tween the river Gambia and 
Cikhao. '^ Thofe who are fub- 
jeds of the king ofjereja and 
the Fortugutfe are tolerably ci. 
yilized ; but the reft, bordering 
npon the river Kafamavja^ are 
the moil barbarous and favage 
people upon earth, at perpe- 
tual war with the reft of man- 
kind, and condu6iin| it with a 
>cruelty to their priioners too 
ihockinU to' be mentioned with- 
cot horror. 

From hence he proceeded a- 
long the river to a Portugue/e 
fettlcment, the name of which 
he omits. Here they drive a pro- 
digious trade in wax. Leaving 



this he went to Cachao, a Pof'* 
tuguefi town and colony, feated 
on the Rio San Domingo, on the 
fouthern bank. It is the chief 
eftablifiiment thcFortuguefeYiZW^ 
in all this country ; though the 
bulk of the inhabitants, called 
Papel negroes, bear them « 
mortal averfion. The Portu-^ 
guefe have omitted nothing ta 
fortify this place on the laiid 
iide, the river being its fecurity 
on the other. It has a rampaxC 
well pallifadoed, a great num- 
ber of cannon, and a garrifoil 
of thirty white men, generally 
compofed of criminalsl>aniftLed 
from Portugal^ and were com- 
manded by a captain-major, 
who aflumes the tide of gover* 
nor, a lieutenant, an enfign, 
and an adjutant-major. The 
garrifon is relieved every two 
years; a period they ardently 
long for, as the foldiers are u> 
badly paid as to fubfift chiefly 
on what they fteal by night* 
Thefe particulars we had na 
opportunity of weaviiig with th«' 
texture of the work; yet we 
thought it might merit the 
reader's perufal (8). 



(S) Vld* LeiMtj t, v. p» 57, 6f /#f. 
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and take every pqiTible meafare for an accommodatioa of aO 
differencesy the eflablifliing a perfefl harmony between the 
companies, and every other meafure that could contribate to 
their mutual felicity. In a word, they drew up a plan to 
this purpofe, which they were to ufe all their influence to 
have ratified at the courts of London and Verfailtes ; and at the 
fame time the Engli/b governor communicated to De Brue i 
' memorial) prefcnted to the parliament by the royal Africm 
, company, from which, and the influence of the Engli/b and 
Fr^/zcAambafTadors, he doubted not but everything would be 
fettled upon a proper footing. After many efforts, all thdr 
negotiations terminated in nothing ; the influence of private / 
traders, whofe intcrefts were dircdlly oppofite to thofe of the 
companies, throwing infurmountable difficulties in the way. 
They even obtained, by their credit or liberality to the 
government, the efcort of a man of war for the jirdteftiQA 
of their trade. Thus new caufes of Complaint daily aiiiiagp 
the differences became fo high, that, in 1 702, De Cim 
attacked and deflroyed James Forty as we have mentioned; 
Jtnaty Rafter which the affairs of the Engli/b company were &l]e& fo 
metOrality. low as to oblige them to propofe a treaty of neutrality^ 
which we have reafon to believe was accepted, though vit 
can find no other authority for our opinion than the reafon- 
ablenefs of the propofitions, the fuccefs of the allies, the low 
eftate to which France had been reduced during the war, 
the ceffions made at the treaty of Utrecht ^ aUd the filcncc 
of all the French writers on this heaci '. 
jfg^ The royal African company, trying eV€ry means to efi^i- 

tfforts of blifh their trade, came to a refolution, in 1732, not farthet 
fht Eng* to moleft private traders ; but to give all poffible encourage* 
liih com- mcnt to their own agents to ferve theni with fidelity. Witi 
fa^tore' this view they cheapened provifions at James Fort^ and, 
mtvi the giving a great extent to their trade, they thought it proper \ 
trade. ^^ j^j -^ jj^^f^ commodities which hitherto they had deemed . 
ufelefs, fuch as gums, bark, fkins, and dying woods, chiefly . 
with intention to make the employments of the fadtors the * 
more profitable. They moreover offered a premium of 
twenty percent, to any one who fhould difcover a new article 
' gf trade ; and the prices of the ftaple commodities were . 
adjufted. The faftprs had always been appointed by the . 
court of dlreftors ; or, if they ever employed in that func* 
tion the writers of James Forty' it was with the precaution, , 
that two refponfible perfons fhould be bound in a bond of 

If Labat^ t. iv. p« 163. Mooi^fi^'s \oy* p. toa. 

two 
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two thoufand pounds for their good behaviour^ and likewife 
the individual employed for the fame fum : yet, in fpite of 
thefe tiesy the company had frequently fuftained confiderable 
loSei from the infidelity of their agents ; and whenever they 
were profecuted, fUch was the indulgence of the court of 
chancery, that tfie company could never recover damages, 
their evidence being fuch as would not be admitted, that is, 
the oath of a negro infidel. 

PuiVATE traders pay the king of Barca a duty, which Scheme 
greatly enhances the price of merchandize, particularly oit^t^Mh 
(laves, a prime article of commerce here : and thofe who fail Moore, 
higher up the river are forced to pay another duty for the 
liberty of taking in wood and water. Moore is perfuaded, 
that it would be equally advantageous to the company and 
to private traders, if the great mart of exchange was fettled 
at James Fart ; that is, if the company would keep a fuffi- 
cient ftock of flaves at the fort, to furAifli (hips with a whole 
cargo, and to be fupplied, as often as it is bought off, fi-om 
the out-feftories. This would make it a repository both of ' 
European and African commodities, bring the company in a 
confiderable revenue, arifing from warehoufe duties, and yet 
fupply the trader at an eailer rate and lefs danger than he 
can complete a cargo at prefent. The private merchants 
jcx>uld afibrd to give a higher price at James Fort^ than up 
the' river, and yet be gainers by coming to this emporium ; 
fince it cuts off the 'delay, accidents, iutemperature of the 
climate, and the exaflions of petty negro princes, who are 
ever rapadous, ever poor, fleecing the fair trader and labo- 
rious fubjeft in proportion as they are fqueezed by their 
fuperiors. All this would be avoided by purchafing a cargo 
at once ; and the company would have this farther conve- 
niency from fuch ah eftabliftiment, that they might then buy 
goods as they pleafed : whereas now they cannot, without 
lofe, buy dry goods, unlefs by taking a quantity of flaves with 
them. If therefore they fold the flaves to private traders, 
they might afllbrt their warehoufes with the European goods 
from them, and hence monopolize all the dry goods in the 
river, in fpite of all the eflbrts of the French and Portui^uefe. 
In a word, with due care, they might procure a fufficient 
quantity of dry goods to load the company's fliips homeward 
bound, without the neceflity of making trading voyages along 
the coaft ; none ^f which ever turn out to any confiderable 
advantage «. 

• « Moore, p. 83. 
Mod. Hist, Vol. XVII. A a. * The 




Tra/ie of The Englijh African company maintains % c o i w i iinOT x^i^ 

ibi Eng. feveral of uie neighbonring pbces to GamHa. Tm^S^t.-Jagt 

li(h com- ind other of the Cape de Verd iflands. they fend all-fiacts^ of 

fay on grain, in return for which they take faltt '^QomtMiaaaf 

^' '■'j';''' quickly bought up in the river Grnnbia. With (ki€^ m 

oambia. ^^^^f^^^ zPortugitefe fettlementi they deal in bcoi-WftX ; \m 

with little profit, it being fometimes lb impfire aadifeulv liax 

there will be twenty or thirty per cent* lofs upodit.' %: 

dhief articles of traSe on this river are gold, fiavesv i^t 

and wax ; for as to the gum trade, it is not hithetto^broqpi 

to any degree of perfe£bion/ Some years the faftors buy if 

above 2000 flares ; the greater part of which- areMprifoaen 

of war, perfons kidnapped from nrighbouring countrks^tiir 

criminals ; though fome are the childreii of Aofe-whoius 

born flaves, and bred by the Pdrtuguefe, wiK> make alani 

of commodity or article of trade. A& the number of ikdfe 

flolen is confiderable, the fa6lors have cUreftiona not to yar« 

chafe any flaves without informing tht alkade^ Or chiv^ 

the place, that he may enquire into the circumfiaiiOtt/Qf 

their fervitude. Since the flaTe*trade becamerfii prafitttt 

to the negro princes, the courfe of juftice hastaketfi ztBon 

rigorous turn, and every crime, even misdemeanors d^z 

venial nature, are punifhed with flavery. Thus mmdav 

theft, robbery, and adultery, are confounded with the ffig^ 

faults, and all puniflied in die fame barbarous Biaimtfi, 

Moors relates, that a native of Mayer ^ fhooting bis arrovsot 

a tiger, who had killed his goat, unfortunately fkw a^aWi 

The king, though he was apprized of the'drcnmftancts;.!!* 

^umanly fold the offender, his wife, children, and eA&s^ 

among the other f laves, for whom he. had bargained wtb 

the Englijh, • . 

Ivory, which makes the third article oF commerce if 
brought fometimes to the faAories in large qnantkies fim 
Mandingo. The negroes procure it either by hnmiBg in 
elephant, and flaying it with {words, arrows, and dai^ts;.CK 
the woods, from fuch of thefe animals as.ftsve <iied a'nai 
death : for Moore doubts the notion t>f their ftedding 
teeth. He has feen a tooth weigh 3001b. and tiie 
^ proportionably raifed, without smy great regard to the coloi 
The third commodity is bees-wax, ,of which prodigious 
are produced in all the kingdoms along the river GamUa 
their method of cultivadng bees, being I|ut little di 
from that praflifed in Europe, Befldes the gum-trade, 
as yet is brought to no height, there are feveral ortier 
of fome confequence, though greatly infericx' to this 
it dUigently iipproved, conlldering the number of lilk ma|ii 

fea 



feAnrcd ^ftabiifiied in this kingdom ». At prefect the French 
te ft pMm niaBop^lffe thte traffick at Senegal (L). 
- B^F^At We quit this iabjeft, it is neceffiu-y we ^ve the French 
XfeAder »tf idea of the «ade carried on here b; the French ^nd and?oxi%* 
Pwiuffufe. The faftory at Albreda, belonging to the foi-- 8"^^ 
$El6irf enjoys a cottfiderable traffick j btit^ according to Mporei ^^l q' 
isight be cifefiderably improved, if their faftors had not ^^^ ^^. 
^tifer^ into ati^ s^reenii^nft with the EngHJb^ to keep down ' 
Ibe price df flaves. In 1739 the great demand for flave9 
kft Miffffifi ^ieci^oned an infraAion of this convention, and 
taifed th^ price as mnch too high as before it uras too low 9 
^t^ pryrate. ti^del'S taking an advantage oh the one hand, and 
^ American coleiSt^- being opprefled on the other. By s 
, convention betwixt the governors of James Fort znACoree^ 
the trench were permitted in ifi^ to eftabtifh a fa£lo'ry a 
' Kttie Mgh^ np the rivor than Jafkes I/land \ and as an eqtti<« 
wdent the EngRJb \^ere allowed to trade to Jaally and Porto-^ 
i^ two plm^es of coniiderable ionpcHtance in commpree 
near Goree», Although the factory ztMbfeda be fcarce withm 
rovdr of the eannon of James Firty yet the French fsStom aro 
• farced -to havv permiffion from the Englijh governor to wck)d 
: flM wttter^ aiik! lay to t^ovifions^ and even to crofs thn^ 
. Am, This Hb^pty is feldom denied ^ but a foldier from thd 
feift is ahivay$ fd&t in tb^ /V^rA^ boat, to watch their aftions^ 
. and prevent an irrfgiilar trade, which is not allowed to ex« 
1 tend above Ekphara I/land^ Aittj miles (leagues,^ (ays Labat)^ 
higher than James Fort *• As to the Pertuguefe^ they have 
.efhbli&ed themfelves id afalioft aU the confiderable tovma 
. doQg the Gamhiai and carry 6n a very profitable trade, par* 
tfcuferly at Vititaiit^ or Bintarh^ Jer^a (M), and TankrovaL 
At the latter Seignior Antonio Vofs^ a bkck Portuguefe^ femed 
r fcr bis Wealth and oftenta^bn, has tkked up his reftdenee. 
V This gc^tlenStan mdes largely with tKe private merchants, 
:i retain?" a prodigious ninnber of domeftic flaves/ makes a 
n trackl of bi^eeding- th^m, caities^ Oh, by their m^ans and st^ 
I: ntaflibei^of canodi, a traHick with all th6 ports np the river, 
}. and i^'by much thei ihoft refpe£fatbie fiibjedli round Gambia^ 
t.or peili^a in znf part of j^rka i fuch at leaft he was ia 

i' ^ LiKBAT, nbi fa]^« * Mooag, ibid. 

,1 

(L) We have no account will ever be a chief article^ of 

' waat alterations the capture of trade in i^nV^t. 

^ Uitt fettlement by the Englijff (M) M$are calls tbis place 

may have in tbis branch ; tho* Garegia ; bat we meet wm the 

' we may venture to pronounce, other orthography in almoft all 

;hat, if it be kept, the gum other writers. 

Jl a a tbQ 
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the year 1737. As we have clfewherc ddioeated iSaek Par- 
tuguefe mulattocs, we Audi proceed to a deicripiioa of the 
Actotmt tf/iaand and fort of Goree, the only European fettkn>«at ^ 
thtijland tween the rivers Seneg/al and Gambia. But the great epi* 
and fort ^porium of the trade of this country is at Gtn-ea ; wtiich, a^st 
Gorce. ^q f^^f Lewis ^ is the moft important, fettieoient: the Fr/wfii^ 
maintain in Africa^ and perhaps more fo than F(^i Lews 
itfelf, as the fituation is ftronger, and yet acoels to it mjidk 
cafier for (hipping, at the fame rime that, it enjoys ahuoft^aU 
the other advantages of fituation. This idand, fort, aad 
fcttlement we (hall endeavour to defcribe with all pafljble 
minutcnefs, that the reader may have a dear idea of t^e. im- 
portance of our late fuccefies on that part of the coaft of 

Africa, 

The name by which the natives call this ifland h Bar/a- 
gukhe, if we tnay credit Burbot ; the DutcA^ who were the 
firft European poffefibrs, giving it the appellation of Garee, 
from a town of that name in Holland^ and R^ynold^ in his 
Voyage, fpeaks of it as a place of coafiderable trade, nnder 
the name of Bar/aguiche p. In4ength it is. about 4^0 thrifts, 
and in breadth not exceeding 124 toifes, the whole cirQuar 
fcrcnce, acc:ording to a late menifuratbn, being abo^t two 
Engl^ mifcs, if one iiwiudes a point that projcfts into the 
fea on the eaftern end of the ifland. Goree ftands iouUi- 
fouth-weft of Cape Verd^ within a cannon-fliot of - the Ihore, 
extending itfelf north-north-eaft and foutb-ftnith-weft^ and 
confifts of a low narrow piece of land, and a fmall but Iteqp 
niountain. Notwithftanding its confined dimeofions^ tte 
fituation renders it a very agreeable place 2 towards the fouth 
ypu enjoy a profpeft, -terminated only >by the fea ; north- 
ward you difcover Cape Verd, and all theother neighbouring 
c^pes and promontories. Though it ftands. in th^ .third 
torrid zone, as Adamfm cxprdfcs it, yet the ^nhabUanfs 
breatjie a cool and temperate air all the year .round, owii^ 
tp die equality of day^ and nights, and its, baulks (;ontiAiiaIly 
r^frelhed by alternate breezes from^ the ian^ ^nd fea. Befid» 
the multitude of furrounding rocks, that render, it almoft 
ifiadccffible, except at two particular bays, the. late direc- 
tor M. de St. Jean has embeUiflied the fort with feveral new 
buildings,, as well as fortified it by works, which reader 
it a place of great ftrength, though not impregnable, as; ex- 
perience has (hewn ; though French writers have boafted of 
it as fuch.. By the diligence of this gentleman, feveral fiefli 
fprings, fo much wanted, have been difcovered in the LQand ^ 

«. . ' • • • 

p M00R.E, p. 87. : . 

the 
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the gardens have been planted with excellent fruit- tr?es ; 
l^umfes arid all kinds of vegetables have been made to grow 
in great abundance, atid from a fmall, barren, and defpicablc 
ifland, he has maae it one of the fafeft, pleafanteft, and 
tooft important fettlenients in all Africa"^. How different 
^9m it in Barbofs time, who fpeaks of it in terms of con-* 
tempt ; the foil a red fend, which produces neither grafs, 
trees, water, or any other thing befides reeds or rufhes, the 
,refidence of a great number of wild pigeons ^ 
' GoREE was ceded to the Dutch, in the year 161 7, 'by 
Biramy king of Cape Verdy and they immediately fecurcd it 
by a ioit, built on a rock to the north-weft, to which they 
gave the name of Najjau Fort ; but, finding that this fitua- 
tion did not command the harbour, they erefted another 
fortification called Orange Fort^ fomewhat nearer the ftiore,. 
This eftablifhment they k^t till they were driven out by 
admiral Holmes in 1663, who placed an EngRJb garrifon in 
it. Two years after it was retaken by De Ruyter, and Mr. 
Abercromy the governor, and garrifon, forced to furrender 
.prifotters of war (N). Upon this the Dutch augmented the 
fortifications^ an^ the ifland enjoyed a perfeft tranquillity 
till the ^&k£ 1677, when Ql French fquadron, commanded by 

, the count d'EJtreeSy arrived off the harbour on the 30th of 
Oifober, to diftarb their happy repofe and flouriihing com- 
fterce. Next day t^ap/arj tm Dutch governor, was fum- 
moned to furrender, and, on his refufal, the count made 

. preparations ta bombard Orange Fort, which obliged the 
garrifon to evacuate it and retire to Fort Naffau, where they 
expeded t6 capitulate upon honourable terms, though they 
were foon forced to furrender at difcretion. D'Eftrees found 
the ifland in good condition, the lower fort mounting' forty 
pieces of heavy cannon, and the works kept in excellent 
repair : but, having no inftru£bion8 to garrifon them, he dif- 
mantled this and intirely demoliflied NaJfauFort, Soon ajftei: 
M/fi& Caffe arrived at Coree, with a forty gun fliip, and 
folemnly took poflieffion of the ifland, in the name of the 
Senegal company, and concluded a treaty with the king and 
negroes of RiffifcQ, Joal, and Portodalli, on the fame con- 
ditions the Dutch enjoyed while they poflcfled the ifland. 
As this meafore, whi^hhe had taken voluntarily, was ap^^ 

^ ADAMSON,p. 104, ' BaRBOT, p. 20. LaBAT, t. i. 

p. 1 66* > , .. ' 

(N) This gendeman Labat fiance of the add!r«fs of French 
calls Abekerom, a name never writers in corrup^i^S nam^s. 
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proved on his retura by the court, he was ieot hask th^ fbl- 
lowing year. In quality of gpvernor, with prefents to d^ 
negroe kings ; and the fame year this conqneft was fecored 
to the company by the treaty of Nimegian* 

No fooner were the French in full poflEbflSon, than dieyftt 
to work, in repairing and adding oew works to bodi the 
fortSy calling the lower fori Fennaruhis, and die haAa 
JSt. Michael. Before t}ie year 1681 &veralimfncoeftfiilatf 
tempts were made by the Dutch to recover a place of * &di 
importance to trade ; but all of them abordve, through the 
diligence of Du dffe, who, after gentle remonftrances m the 
Dutcb commodore, at laft feized two of bis fliips, and fern 
them to Ebnina. In 1667 the Sieur Be Bruc, one of the 
moft diligent and fenfible officers ever employed |>y the caoh 
patny, was &nt in quality of diredtor-geaenil, and he put tfao 
ifland in the ftate of defence in wUdx it remained till the 
arrival of Mi St. Jean, ^baat the year 1750, whoimpnMred 
it in the manner we have related. 

The department or divifion of the trade bdofng^Bg to 
Coree comprehends the commerce ci the kingdonB- of Aiiyor, 
Sifiy tmd Sakm, which is indeed extenfive. The 6sfk oC 
tl^efe Called the kingdom of Darnel^ or Kay^^ ftaads at a 
great difhnce from the lake of that name^ which is fitoated 
in the defert of Zaardy or Sarah, north of die river Senegal. 
This trade produces annually upwards of 300 flaves^ 20^000 
qndrefled ikins or hides, fomedmes 80,000, and 2$o cptsB- 
tals of ivory ; but the oppreffion of theDows^/has^miniAel 
the trade, particularly d^e ficin-trade, and ahpoft nnoed die 
inhabitants. The company's trade with Sin is confined to 
two ports, Joal and FakikOf both within die department of 
Coreei : of thefe the principal is Joalf becaufe the aachorqft 
is-more iaCe, and the lancUng or ihipping of gpo^ eafier, 
The town is large and populous ; and, diOQgh the infaa* 
bitants are of a brutiih^and infofent difpofition> yet diey love 
i:ommerce, which may be Carried on to great advantage widi 
them; gfter their cufloms and peculiarities are flikfed and 
knowa* Two reafons contributed to the effahKihinenr of a 
faAory at Joal; and the BiA was, the aflnraDce the French 
(Company had pf procuring about 20O flaves, above 3000 
Ikins, 1200 or 1500 quintals of ivory, 500. quintals of yel- 
low bees-wax, with fome other commodities, upon the fiune 
t;iri!F they bad fettled widi the Damd o^ Kay^* Hence they 
would have thdr marines always well fiored. Would mono* 
* poil'^e the trade, and cut off interlopers, from |my coomdibiio 
ic.atiori with the kingdom of Sfn. The next was, the nccrf- . 
tky the>^ was lor keeping the DamfthLVH^,^ bjF fliewioghim, 

that 
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that thejwbole trade did apt depend upon his caprice: 9| 
meafure didlated by experience^ and the infolence of that 
monarch, who woald not fail to c^preis them, in proportion 
to the dependence he ima^ned they had on him. The Bur 
or king of Sin was lat perpetual war with the Dowel and 
lin^ his two moft potest neigiibours : a contention and rival- 
fliip which it was not difficult for the company to turn td 
iheir own advai^tage, by holding the fcak to an equal poife^ 
and naakittg their terms with one or other of the parties, as 
ctrcumAances required. But^ befides the merchandize we 
have mentioned, Joal is capable of fupplylng G^irecy and all 
the (hipping that frequents it, with every kind of proviCons 
they can poflibly ftand in need of. Cattle, fowls, rice, maize» 
and all vegetables are the natural (sroduA of the kingdom of 
&'«, equally i:heap and excellent ; and fait, with the necef* 
faries of preferving beef for fea, are obtained in abundance 
from the Cape de Verd iflands, and Fakika, where it is fold 
at three Hvrtsper barrel (O). 

. Feom JW/ to the riviBr Palmeria is about feven leagues, 
which is die whole length of the; maritime coaft of Sin^ On 
>which fide it Teems to terminate in a point, the refl of the 
kingdom being fome hundreds of miles in dimenfion, and 
extremely fruitful, except on the fronders, where it is ex* 
poied to the incurfions of the enemy, and the robberies 
and defolations committed by the Tin and Darnel. To 
guard tbemfelves againfl the tumults which frequently hap-* 
pen among the inhabitants of JocJ^ and to keep this fierce 
people ill uibjeflion, the company found it necefSiry to build . 
affarongffonefa^ory, well fupplied with fmallarms and am- 
monitioa, t<^ether with a coniiderable number of European 
fervants, not however in quality of ibldiers, though defence 

(O) We cannot omit in this without any accident befalling • 

place a piece of artifice ufed hy his horfe. To keep up the 

the inhabitants of a town near belief of this notion, theinha^ 

Jjiaiy to prevent a royal tiiita- faifants are extremely expert in 

tion, which is always attended poifonihg thofe animafs, and 

with great expence to the peo- ib fecret in it, that tbey have 

pie. They pretend, that no. hardly ever been deteded 1 nor 

horfe can live within the town ; had De Bruis efcape any other 

and fo deep root has this poli- efFe£i, than perfaading the king 

tical fuperftition taken, that afid majority of the people, 

even many of the more intelli- that the frenchman w^s protedl' 

gent French and Englijh gave ed by fome very power! ul>ri/l 

credit t6 it, tillt the fraud was ^is and enchantment, wnic& 

dete^ed by De Srtut who rode it wonld not be poiTible for them 

feveral times through theftreets, to obtain (9). 

is) ts^utf t, iv. f. 253. 
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tad fecurity be the principal objedls of matotaittfig^&eDxac 
fo gr^t an expence. - : > 

The chief commerce ^vich the kingdom of S€i0n.is car- 
ried oh by means pf Kahone^ a village where the river ^akm. 
rifes from the river Gambia, according to French writers ; thc^ 
Moore and other Englijb voyagers afTert, that theft two rivers 
have no fort of conneftion. It is furprifing that the com- 
pany have not eftablifhed a more confiderable fa&ory in a 
place fo well calculated for conm:ierce as Kahone % iix }m^ 
all the ManJingo merchants flop in their way to'T^i/^^T^and 
Albreda^ with the gold, ivory, and flaves they bring from 
the kingdoms of Tombuto^ Bambaray Kona, and other oounr 
tries of the eafl. Certain it is, they would be, happy to find 
a good market here, in order to fave fix days journey Catrtbei 
weft, and could aiTord to fell their merchandize cheaper in* 
proportion as the journey is fhorter, efpecially. as they 1 would 
then be freed from the exorbitant duties which they pay to 
the king of Barra. To render the trade of Goree flourifhing 
in the kingdom of Salenty De Brue lays down the foliowifl^ 
maxims as infallible means of procuring that end*, jfl. To- 
keep the forts and garrifons within the department of Crotf^ 
In fuch a condition, as to have nothiiig to fear from the 
enemies of the ftate in time of war, or from pirates and Ac 
Datives in peace, ^d* To have their warehpufes conft;antly 
ftored with European merchandize. 3d. Never to be witfar 
out fome armed veflels, to keiep off interlopers. And» 4thly, 
to be always. in a condition to keep the negroes in aw^ and 
tvithin the limits of their treaties, thp full execution of which 
ihpuld always be exa£led. To thefe maxims might be added 
another, of no lefs confequence ; that is, tp fon^ent the dif'^ 
ferenccs l)etween. the DAmel, Bur, aijd 75??, and carefully tp 
guard againft the union of apy two of thefe crowns upon the 
fame head : fpr, in keeping thefe powers in a juft poife, the 
company have it always in their power to give the law to 
' them all ; or, at leaft, to prevent their laying new refbic- 
tions and clog§ upon trade, by incre^fing the duties, already- 
too high. Hence they will likewife be able to prevent their 
raifing the price of prpvifions, or retrenching the privil^e 
of wooding and watering in their dominions, as they have 
frequently done, put of caprice, tp the great detriment and 
inconvenience of the faftories *. '*..■- 

With thefe kingdoms, or rather according tp fome 'au- 
thorities, with the kingdom of Kaypr alone, the company 
have fettled three tarife, for the better rjsgulation pf trad<^ 

^^Labat, ibid. Prevost, t. i}i. ubifop. 

one 
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one ivith tlie king, another with the nobles, and a third 
with the people; all three propofed and carriie4 into.exectt<' 
tion by De Brue. The chief, which regards the, king, is 
confined to flaves; and requires, that all the prifoners of 
war, or their flaveSi delivered by his majefty tp the com? . 

|)any, ihaU not b^ over or under a certain age ; .that is, from 
f(»ty to ted years ; and that they be found in* all their limbs 
and organs, without which they may be returned after due 
(iacamlnatik?n« This. precaution was the more neceHkry, as 
numberkfs frauds, have been committed in the flave^trade 
with the king, and all of -them fupported with force, and 
maintained with an infol^t authority, under the pretext of 
jaflice. By the royal tariff it was agreed, that two children 
\ihall pafs in bargains for one man ; whiereas before this the 
ccunpany had dFten been compelled to take one infant in the 
room of a' full grown man. In the management of theie - 

articles it is that the addrefs of the faAdrs appeai:s. * 

As to the chief articles of. trade and exchange,' they are, 

diftingniihed by names feemingly of negro extraj£lion, fuch 

as the makatSHf mortand, bujis, and ^atacon, all of them 

fignifying certain aflbrti^ients and clafTes of merchandize, 

which it would be tedious and unneceflary to enumerate; 

Sufficient it is thdt the commerce oiQoree is fo confiderable, 

that .the lofs of it wiU be one of the moft fenfiBle ftr6kes 

fhe tiade of France can receive ; as from thence and fort 

LiViis thm Weft India colonies werefupplied with flaves, great 

expprts being made by their means from France^ while gums, 

' mohair, (kins, fal armoniac>/ambergrife, gold, ivory, and 

^ oilrxches feathers, together wiith dying woods, and feveral 

' oth^r valuable articles, were imported % 

Tij^E ifland oiJrguim, which wphgve enumerated among ljland»f 
,the French fejtdements^ .though we arc told it is now totally Arguim, 
abandoned, ftands at the bottom of a gulph of the fame name, an accoimt 
formed by Capp Blaneo ; from which it is diftant about fix- ^f *^^ 
teen miles, under ao degrees 30 minutes . north latitude^ ***^^^ ^^J'" 
and about 360 degrfses of longitude. Although if is fcarce ^^^^H^* 
two miles in length, yet has it been fgr centuries paft a bone *^^^^ ^ 
of contention among the European powers, the Por^tuguefe^ pcans, 
DtUchf Engli/b, and French, into whofe hands it has pafied fuc- 
ceflively, by a viciffitude of fortune ; a (hort account of which 
will probably be. not unpleafing to the reader, as it natutally 
falls in with our defjgn of giving a complete modern hiftory. 
The Portuguefe were the difcoverers of Jrgtdmy in the 
peign of jtlph$nfo, that great prince, who firft led the way 

} Vide Aua. citat. ifeid. 



361 thH^brytffibehtmorCmitliHu^ B.Xyil; 

to dUlant coiiotrtesi and exerted the tnie>fpint of trade aii4 oa^^ 

gadoo. This happeaed in the ye^ M44» whea a itoet, bott&4 

?ortbe eafti touched on Argum^ and from feme little* tiadd 

carriol on widi the aativesi ga^ the Portugu^e room to 

imagine iliat it might one day turn oat 10 €Oofiderid>le ^ 

vantage. In oonfequence of this ^pini^y they bejgaii tfal 

fbllowing yjBar to. fortify the plaoe^ but the VH»kA v0^lcc.9M 

lim(hed tiU the reign of John the fecond, i^^ifo^'»filtGdK»r» 

From diis thnc, 1^ the year 46389 the P^tugu^ €njoyl4 

the peaceable and eacclufive comtntrce of Arguhny Irhefi 

. three Dutth (hips reoiived a mintrte account of the cooditioH 

of the iOand^ from s^M9ori/b \tfBA they had taken dff Cafi 

Blanco ; upon which they immediately ^fefolved to attack, tbi 

Portugarfe Fart^ and accordingly landed without mcdeftatiiMi 

from the garrifon, which wa$ too weak to oppofe thtfm» and 

had beiides difobliged the Moort by thtt iuotoioe tii iheit 

carriage, who were by no means inclinable to take up ariii 

in thor defence. They however defended the fdrt Witib 

great intrepidity^- obliging the Dutch to make regular ap^ 

proachet, and even large breaches in, the walla, brfere 1/ti^ 

inrreaderedy which they at length did upon hoaotiraJbU 

terms, in February 1638. 

Mo fooaer were the Dutch mailers diArgubn^ thsm they west 
to work in ereAing fortificati<His spon a regular plan, otBk« 
ttng nothing that could infore them In the property of t 
place where thqr intended to fottnd their j^can commerees 
They were makif^ yaft (hides towards this end, and sh^ 
menung greatly the trade eftablUhed by the Pi>rtugurfei 
tirhen the fort WM attacked in 1 665, by an Englifb fqffeta&^ 
with fuch vigour as rednced it in lefe than tfeit iftiys to 2A 
heap of rubbifh ; upon which it was fnrsendered on the ^th 
. of June the iame year^ As ^ works were ahnoii tot^f 
deftroyed by bombs, and a (lender garttfon oidy left in il,- 
a Dutch iquadron found no difficulty in retakii^ ic the year 
following, and redudag it s^in tmd^f ^ power of tbd 
States General. They now redoubled their di^enee in 
lfare^;tbensng the iflaH^^ 2nd esttendiog didr tride, by en* 
tering into treaties with the Moor^ chiefs ; prooitfing i 
number of families to fettle under prote&lon of the cannon 
of the fort, and gi«uig ex>tra«agant prices for g«m»» in ordef 
to monopolize that trade, ^ more fii^mly to engage the 
intereft and afieAions.of the aaiSves. Thb praftice it was, 
that fet the Senegal company of F^^mce upon fitting out a 
fipiadron to redoce Atguimy ii^hkh bad neatly mined tbd# 
pm trade. In confequcnce of this equipment, the tfland 
\l\ into the hands of the French, isA DirCs folly ceded to 

. them 
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them by afecret artide in the treaty of Nimeguen, betweeb 
Itms and the Stat» Genera). Things remained in this 
Venation till the year 1685, at which time the Hollanders 
finding a oeflktion .i^ this commerce «ttremely prejudicial to 
their trade, endearoured torefome it by indirect methods. At 
Ihey could not efi«A an eftablifhment in thdr own name^ 
tKitbont^n infiraftion of tlie treaty of Nmeguen^ they en* 
d^avonred, uad^ the colours ^ Bratidinburgh^ to iettle them'*' 
fAr^i with the confent of the ndjB^bouring Moori/b princes % 
hvkt the %dSd fent with thia intention was leiEed by order of ' 
the French governor, and die intention fruftrated for that 
tiknc ; but) after the peace of Ryfmck^ refiuhed again with 
more iiiccefs, for new they rebnilt ^one of the forts whicb 
hsA lain loag hi ruin^. As they were fenflble they were take- 
iog^pefl&ffion of the property of another nation, whom they 
#erd perfu^uled wodd fooner or later attempt to recover It^ 
ihey fpored no expenot to put tfaemfdves in fnch a condition, 
as they believed would fecure ll^ir nfvirpatioa, and baffle all 
the force i^2LtJFrance could fepd out to expe! them. A cir^ 
smnftance extremely favourable to the Dmtcb wais, that they 
had begun to enter u^on theu^defign before "^the treaty of 
Ryf^kk was ratified ; and though the Senegal company 
liad entered jHOtefts, and drawn up rettonftrances againft 
.didr ocmdu&r y^ they were prele&ted too htt to pre- 
«em -die final refohidons of all the courts to confimi the 
tiecity. .Tfa«s the pretended fub^jb of the eleAor of Fran* 
denUffirgh r^Bunned in polMion of a ^xooig fort at Arguhn^ 
in /pite of the endeavoitrs <rf the French company, who 
did all in their power to prevail on the eleftor, at that time 
kifig<)f Prufia^ to withdraw his protefHon. Numbcrlefi 
were the memorials, jprotefts, refcrlpts^ and othdr writings, 
pallfed before the year 1701 , when a fre(h war put a ftop to 
them : the Dt^ch indeed found it no diftctilt matter to fup- 
port a fiterary war^ and tii<k(ght i^eral reams of written 
paper a cheiy ec^pivafent for fo valuable a Settlement as tiiat 
at Jrguim. 

Aftkr thepeaeepf ^/yvciif, the lS'^vl^^/ Company, which 
kid fuiered fo much by a long war, believed it would be 
more for their intereft to repair their lofle^ by diligence in 
trade, than by entering upon itefii dlfpuces with the Dutch 
about diehr poifeffions. They therefoi^e dropt the aflait of 
jhsguknij ^ving only general indrudions to thdr {hips, to 
feize upon all vd&ls carrying on an illictt trade, without 
re%ed to nadons. Boc the new company, ereAed upon a 
' note extenfive plan in 17 17, did not bear fo patiently with 
tboiip iofroifiaoiis (tf Qmtks ; for, perceivhig that all theft 
2 lemon*' 
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iiemonftraaces to the eiedlor of Brandenburgb had produced 
no effeft, they determmed to expel the Dutch, by force of 
arms, and for this purpofe fitted out a fquadron at Havre 

, 4e Grdce, with a confiderable body of land forces on boards 
wnder the conduA of the Sieur Perier^ It was the 26th of 
February 1 721 before this armament arrived at Argtam; 
knd began their operaticHis ; and near the middle of JprU 
before theSi^ur Perkr conld complete the nsduftion of the 
Dutch, who maintained their poft \nth an obfVinacy pror 
portioned to the importance of the objeft, and with ati in- 

^ trepidity and condnfl that, had almoft baffled all the attempts 
of the French admiral^ and would have certainly obliged him 
to raife the fiege, had he not found means to draw oS z 
Moorijb chief from his alliance to .the Dutch, In con* 
fequence of this advantage, the Dutch wei:e forced to eva^ 
cuat;^ jirgnLmy and retire to PortendiCf where they fortified 
themfelves, determining to watch lihe favourable moment 
for re-efiabiUhing the fetdement . Nor was this long wanttag, 
by means of the weaknefs and pride of the French direAor» 
Duval, who imprudendy quarrelled with the Moors, and 
the feeblenefs of the garrifon left for its defence by the Siear 
Perier. On the i6th of ^oi^r the fame yekr, Duval, with 
a party of meo^ were furprifed, defeatai, and put to t^' 

» fwor4 by a body* of Moors, who attacked them as they were 
viewing the Dutch works at Portendic ; and this misfortune 
payed the vt^y for fttU greater; and the intire lofs of Argiam, 
which was furprifed and taken by xla^. Dutch general and 
Mtiors on the i ^ th of January following. 
.Next yq^r the French company, iBU perCfting in their 
projeO: to regain the poilejfEon of Argum, equipped another 
fquadron, to drive oiit by fire and fword the Dutch, whoie 
opIl;nacy and perfeverance were, only to be overcome by 
fprce. This armament failed from ^xt V Orient on the 
8.th oi December 1722, and landed the troops on the |fland 
c£ Arguim on the 17th of Febru^iy .1723, when they im- 
mediately fummoned the governor to furrender, and on his 
r^ufal. began to batter the fort by fea, to cover their ap- 
proaches by land. After a variety of operations, and a vigo- 
rous fire from feveral batteries they had erefted, the French 
at laft gained pofTeflion of the cifterns which contained the 
water of the befieged ; but fuch were the efforts of the gar- 
rifon to recover thtem, that the troops were forced to raife the 
(lege with precipitation, and return to their flups, to the 
utter difgrace of the Sieur Riguadiere, who condu£bed the 
^ege, and boafted that the fort could not hold out one day. 
T^'^e Sieur De Brt^e^ who aA^d in the capadty of cpmmiflary, 

madq 
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made feveral ftrong remonftrances againft this meafure ; but 
they were ineflSeftual ; the defpair of the befieged havStag in- 
fpired them with fuch courage, as it'waS fuppofed terrified 
Riguadi&re^ and made him glad of quitting the ijland upon 
any terms. 

, ilj?T£R this, the fquadron gave .up all thoughts 6f the 
recovery pf Arguiniy and' the French^ changing fituations 
with the Dutch, eftabliftied themfelves at PortencUc, where 
tkey rebuilt the fort ; nor have we any farther account of 
their tranfaftions on the ifland bf Arguim^ than that, after • 
£Mne aboctiv^ attempts of the Sieur De Srtte to recover it, Du 
Caffe at length demoliflied the fort, which .has, never fincc 
been rebuilt by any European nation. This tranfaftion hap- 
pened in the year 1725, but is fo varioufly related, that 
we cannot preteiid to give the particulars. 
. We fhall conclude this feftion with a (hort account of the 
Htuatioh of the iflaud and fort, and the time th^ latter was 
deftroyed. As to the former, it is acceffible only to fmall 
boats, except at the bay, at the bottom of which flood the 
fort, upon a rugged point of a rock, about four toifedin ex- 
tent on this fide. The walls were of ftrong brick, about 30 
feet high, and proportionably thick. That fide facing the 
iiland was divided into two ftrong towns, united by a cur- 
tain, all of thefti well mounted with ^anncm ; and the gate 
in the middle of the curtain defended by a battery, ditch, 
and draw-bridge. With regard to the ftrength of the gar- 
ri^EMi, there can be no certain judgment given, though the 
Frmch believed from the briik fire they made^ that it muft: 
have been coafider&ble u. 
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SECT. xin. 

* ... 

OM AceamU of fhe Navigaihn of iie 
Senegal; ilsTradei the Afferent Fa£l(^ies eftablifiti 
upon ii*9 a Dtftripm of the Ifiani of Seoegal, ^ 
Fort St. Lewis ; of the Privileges of the Frew* 
Compa^ff % with a particular Account of the Gm 
frade^ Sec. 

■ 

Jctpmnt ^^X yTC come naif to the great river Senegal^ the fourceolf 

tht river VV wMcb M oo kfs d^pQted> and bo better kooMOi, 

Seaegal, tbaa ttiat of CamAia. Some geographers are. of opinioa, 

iis trmde^ that it rUes ottt of the great lake MaMra, and pailes throng 

0»dSffer' ^ cottrfe of 1500 mUes^ before it difcharges itfelf in. the 

€^faao' Qcejin V ^bile ochers no le(s obftinately aflert it to be a coo- 

^^dyt- tiaaatioa (^ the f^ger^ though aeither QpinioQs can be 

«v^. otherwife fiipported tfaai^ by coojedure ^. As this is ^poi«t 

of bttt little coafisqueBce to the reader^ tiH the vergers J^ve 

pufiied their dUooveries farther, we (hall decline eateriiig 

upoa the merits of tiie difpute,. which caQoot poffibly he 

decided by what we have t<^ ofier ; tboog)i it may be projKf fi^ 

obferve» that one infttrmottntabk difSculty atteads, the lata?. 

c^inioa : it i& that prodigjiotts rid]g^ of mpuataips that feparaijes 

the lakes Mabeira and Nigris^ the Senegal raanitig throi^l^<)r 

from the former, and the Niger emptying itfelf ia the latter, 

or paffiag along weftward through, it (A). > 

Nor is the etymology of the name given this river a 
point lefs warmly difputed than its fource. By all the^^urV" 
^eans it is called the Senegal^ Senegal, Zanega, or Zenega\ 
but whence this name is derived, is a (^ueftion frequent!} 



" Bolton's maps in Poftlethwait's Com. Did. t. i, *> LasaTi 
t i. c. 8. 

^A) In this manner that ex- and iV/^/r are undoubtedly tie 

ccllert geographer, Mr BcJton^ fame ; or at leaft, that the for* 

has corredted D'An^ilWs map mer is a branch of the latter. 

of Africa I and yet the concur- However, if Mr. Helton hai 

ring opinions of Leo Africanus^ rightly laid down the fituatioa 

M^rmely LaHatf Pre^voft^ and ot the above mountains, the 

many other moderns, feem to opinion of thofe authors jnaft be 

make no difpute, that the ^rffif^a/ abfurd. 
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sifprnoA. by writer:^, who have loft lit joft as obfcuie 9$ 
they finmd U. U w^ m9j. credit Samitui^ U wa^ kaowa 
to tb^ ascieaits und^ ^ imme of Jfana^ or JfanagOy a 
(bQfi4 not very .r^oiotci ffooi Zan€ga, Labat how&y&p oSkr^ 
^tioih^ iblo^Qt of t^Q diiHcttkjfy from iidiat he relates a$ ' 
^ h&f. WbeQf th« EuP0j^ans &ik 2Lrrvfed zt th^ mo^tb o£ ' 
this river, they m$t ^watb ibo^^e i|(herfivei^ of whom the; 
^ilfiid ksoame; w^ of the native imagining they enqpirea 
atitesp lu3 own oaop^e^ replied Z#^4» which apeUataion, though 
by mifi^ke, the Europeans h^ye ev,er iince applied to the 
river, with oaly ^ very fmall alteradon of foumi.. Without 
waidag to examine ia^to the qredibilitry of this ivf or t^ op bow 
the iiadve ibould bavQ fo^ nearly uadcrftood the meaoing 
of an Eurojtean l|in|guage he had neyer heardt we (hall pali 
to a d^riptioQ ofthisr rivec ^s far as known, that beii^ a 
fobjeft of more utility and certaiqty ^ . 

ThIi river Semgdl is donbdefs one of the largeft rivers of 
'j^rica\ for, withQQt,afcending higher than the lake .S«»a//Z| 
(thefartheft ihztSnropean^ ^ve penetrated, at le^ upon unt 
queftionable authority) it is.800 l^gues to the ifland oiSmcz 
galj near the mouth of the river. Socruelj fo&vage, and 
b. barbarous are the iidiabitants, that few people's curioilty 
13 fufficient to carfy them through the dangers and fatigued 
which would necdTarily atten4 fpch a pur(uit ; and perhapt 
the farther difcovery is.kft tpdipie zealous and indefatigable: 
mifSonarieSy to whom the learned already owe fo many obli* 
gations for the patience, perfeverance, aiKi obflinate courage 
with wbich they have profecuted the interefts of fdence, in 
diflerent parts of the world* Within two leagues of th^ 
fea, the river in its courfe takes a fudden turn to the fouth^ 
and for the remainder off its paflage is dhrided from the fea* 
only by a i:\atural ridge of &nd, fometimes not an hundred 
toiies over from the fea^ By this curve which it forms» 
it probngs its courfe for twenty five leagues farther from 
north to fouth, till at length it difcharges itfelf in the oceaa, 
in fifteoi degrees fifty minutes north la4tude^ This great 
river it is that feparates the country of the negroes from the 
Moors of Zara^ or the defert, ftretching by a number of 
windings to a prodigious lengthy from ea^ to weft ; that is» 
from the cataradls of Galam, beyond which the French have 
Hiiade no difcoyeries, to its entrance at Biyurt, or RUurt, a 
ihort way below the ifland Senegal. 

This vaft river i$ extremely rapid, which, is attributed tp 
th& fpace pafled through by fo large a body of water, con- 

' • Vid, Mod, Univcr. Hift. vol. xiv. apad init. 
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fined wijhiafo fiarrdwa cliand; the month of the river 
bang no more than half a leagne dvef , zbA thit choaked vp 
With faqd/ called a bar, which makes the paflage exceeding 
difficult and dangerous; it requiring, as we have lately ieen« 
the addrefs of the moft experienced pilots to furmount it^ 
eten with fmall fliips. L^bat affirms, indeed, that it- is not 
prafticable to crofs the bar with a veffcl drawing abore fix 
feet water ; but this opinion, if we are not miftaken, hds been 
contradiAed by late experience. This bar is doubly dan- 
jgerous, on account not only of the (hallownefs of the water 
at all times^ but of the ihifting of the bar, and the change of 
its iituatibn after floods and heavy rains, by which the chanels 
are loft, and new foundings requifite to diicover them ; indeed, 
the .S^ir^r^j/ would be quite (hut up, bu^ for one chand of 
loo toi&s in breadth, and two fathoms depth, which has 
long kept its fituation immoveable, amidft the floods and 
overflowings of the nver. Labat indeed fays, that the bar 
is fometimes four, fometimes only two, miles below Fort St, 
Lewis on the ifland of Senegal ; if fo, it is difficult to con- 
ceive how this chanel ihould retain conftantly the fame 
depth and breadth, amidft the frequent fhiftings of the bank. 
It is this alone that prevents (hips of five or fix hundred tons 
from entering the river, and mooring under the fort ; an in- 
convenience diat obliged the French company to keep a veflel 
conftantly at anchor in the chanel, for no other purpofe than 
fo keep an account of the foundings. This veflel is manned 
by free negroes, called laptots, employed in the fervice of the 
company chiefly for their addrefs in fwimming. Yet, in fpite 
of their (kill and courage, both the veflel and them are ire- 
, quently loft. 

But although the bar be attended with this inconvenience^ 
it is not without nearly equivalent advantages, fince to it 
the fort owes its chief ftrength and fecurity. It is this, 
lays Labat, that renders Fort St. Lewis impregnable to (hip- 
ping, and indeed to enemies of every kind, by fea or land ; 
for as this bar changes its fituation yearly, fometimes oftener, 
without being poffibly perceived from the fea, it requires 
conftant practice to difcover the chanels, the foundings, and 
the proper occafions and feafons for paffing, nothing of 
tirhich can be expefted from ftrangers. Yet after all, how- 
ever trite thefe fafts may be, certain it is, that Fort St. 
Lewis is now in the hands of t\k! Englijb* The moft com- 
'modious time of the year for cro(fing the bar is, from the 
month of January till ^vguftt the winds being then variable, 
the river fmooth, and the bar fixed till the enfuing rainy 
fcafon, when the prodigious fwell of the river, aiitt fouth- 
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"Weft witidsi oppofed to its rapid courfe, raife waves of ft 
prodigious a height at the bar, that their clafhing rcfembles 
the fliock of mountains, and fo Jfurious, as to dalh in pieces 
the ftouteft (hip. . Labat fays, that the worfl feafon is in 
November ViViA September, the winds, then blowing northerly, 
and abfolutcly excluding all navigation, even of the finalleft 
iDoats, , 

After croffing the bar, you find yourfelf in a beautiful 
fmooth, and gently gliding river, at fodr fathoms depth, 
equal to what any part of the world affords. In advancing 
a league higher, you fee the country on the fouth fide, 
clothed ^yith a beautiful verdure, the trees in perpetual 
blooni, the flocks fkipping round you eVery where, with all 
that waritontiefs infpired by plenty, and a certain chearful- 
nefs in every Countenance, the refult of the felicity and 
fecurity they enjoy, than which nothing can form a mord 
agreeable contrail to the dry, fandy, and barren points of 
land, that firft prefent themfelves to fhipping. All around 
lie a great number of iflands, all of them'pleafantly flocked 
"with trees, fruits, herbage, and birds, but appropriated to 
no ufe by the French company (B), except the ifland of Defcrip^ 
Senegal^ on which ftands Forf St, Lewis, in the latitude of //<?« »ftbi 
1 6 ^degrees 5^ minutes north, according to Labat, though w^ijlandof 
fake it to be foinewhat lefs. It is iituated in the very middle Senegal 
of the river, two, three, or four miles from its entrance, '^^^^^^ 
according as the bar happens to fliift. Froger, who meafured ^^••'^^^^•^ 
it in 1705, reckons it about 11 50 toifes in length, from 
north to louth* ' An engineer who took its dimenfions in 
1714, agrees with the former menfuration, as to the lengthy 
and fays, that its breadth at that end towards the bar is^no 
inore than 90 toifes, at the oppofite extremity 180 toifes, 
and 130 in that part where the fort ftands. The eaftern 
branch of the river is 380 toifes broad, and the weftern. 
a 10, the ifland itfelf being only a dry, fandy, defer t, and 
barren fpot of groutidj of no value but for the very purpofe 
tifed by the French, who were led to prefer it to the other 
iflands on account of its fize. One half of the year it is 
deftitute of water, having neither fprings or wells, and the 
tirater of the river being too fait for ufe. At prefent there 
. jfemains of the ancient Fort of St, Lewis, but four round 
tbwers, which do not ftand in a line, but form a kind of ob- 

(B) It is fo ftiort a time fince while the French poffefTed it ; 

the command of this river fell foi' it is probable^ the only 

into the hands of the Englijh, change it has yet undergone, is 

that wefpeak of it as it ftood of its mailers. 

Wap; Hist. Vofc. XVH. B b ttjfe 
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ttife rn^Ie, of which the two middle towers dfc not diftaat 
more than four toifes and a half. They are exceedingly well 
^ ijuiit in the old tafte, and covered with tiles. Forpierly tljg 
were joined by a curtain, ftreogthened by pallifadoes^ aa^ 
a covered way and ravelin, beneath which were n^agazin^ 
ahd behind fome ill-judged baftions ; but thegreateft fecari^ 
of the fort is its natural fituation. The cannon of the fort 
tonfifted of thirty pieces of artillery, diftributed on dlfj^ent 
batteries ; and the arfenal was well fupplied with (lores aa4 
fmall arms : but as the company employ no more than 2oq 
men in the fix fettlemeuts they have on this coafl, the gar- 
rifon cannot be very numerous, and yet no men are more in- 
conveniently lodged. The ileur De Brue, on his taking 
pofleiTion of his o0ice, was afloniflied to find all the com* 
pany's fervants lodged without the fort; he ibimediat^} 
made fome remonftrances on this head, obtained fome iads* 
fa^ion, bi^t not the execution of a plan he drew out, that 
would have made the fort equally ftrong andcomQ[iodiQus at ^ 
fmall expence. Befides this, the French have no other foct 
upon the river but Fort St. Jo/eph, about ten leagues bdo^ 
the catara(5l at Govina, though there are a few feftories diT- 
P^rfed up and down in different parts, jfix. Podor^ inde^ 
there is a kind of fort. 
Privileges To conclude our account of the Coaji of Cuiney (for.iajil 
of the is called from Cape Blanco, to the kio Formofa or Benin), 
JFrench the privileges of the Frenfh company extend from G^ 
cemfanj. Blanco ; and the ifland of Arguim^ to the Sierra Leona% that 
^ is, from 20 degi'ees 30 minutes, to 9 degrees 30 minutes 
north latitude, comprehending within this diftrift fix forts^ 
bcfides a few little unfortified faftories. Thefe are, ^guim^ 
on an iiland of that name, fituated in a bay formed by Cape 
Blanco \ to which may be fubjoined the harbour and £i€tory 
of Portendic, Jn the territory of Alichandora^ the fon of Ad^ 
chief of \}[it* Moors of t;he tribe of Eterazza^ three miles far- 
ther fouth than Portendic. The next is Fort St. Lewis^ u^ 
the iflandof 5^w^^^z/. The third is Fort St. Jofeph^ aboF^ 
300 miles up the river Senegal y upon which depends another 
littl/e fort, 'called St. Peter's Fort, (landing a few miles far- 
ther eaft, and both in the kingdom of Calam. The fonritti' 
is Goree^ in the iflandof that name, a fe"\v leagues nearer th^ 
continent than the Cape de Verds\ which, for the excellency 
of its harbour, the ftrength of the fort, and the extent of its 
commerce, may well be reputed the head fettlement of the 
Fretich conjpany in Africa, although the refidence of the 
director general wias ufually at Fort St, Lewis. Joual is the 
fifth, '.uid Hands -on the coaft between Gorce and the river 

Gambia. 
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Gambia. Lahat thinks, that this faftory well deferves the 
expence of fortifying it, as its advantageous iituation and ex> 
tenfive traffidk would well fupport the charges of a garrifon* 
The fixth fettlement i^ that at Albreday in the vicinage of 
^am^s Fort in the fiver Gambia **. To thefe we may add 
the litde fA<ftorie3 of Jereja and BaJfaOy the firft ftanding oi^ 
9. river of the fame name, that falls into the Gainbia near At- 
jhreda, and the other on the ifland of Bijfao, both ofthem ca*- 
pable of great improvement, but at prefent unfortified and of 
little confequence. - 

Various have been the revolutions of the forts of PoT" 
tendic and Arguim, which have been alternately in the hands 
o€ the French, Englijh, Dutch, and Moors, and at length 
abandoned and deftroyed, notwithftanding the great trade 
carried on by them in gum, ambergrife, oftriches feathers, and 
other commodities. As the gum trade now carried on hy Jn account 
the 'river Senegal is, perhaps, the moft confiderable hr^nch of the gu(^ 
of the Fre?ich commerce in Africa, it will not be difagreeable '^^^<f» 
to the reader to have a particular account of this commodity; 
Although no country' could be lefs inviting than all tha^ 
traft, from Cape Blanco to the kingdom of Morocco, no coaft 
inore inhofp} table, defert, fendy, and poor, than that round 
^rguim and Portendic; yet was it the occafion of infinite 
con ttodotis among the European nations,' who alj endeavoured 
to eftablifh themfelves here as the only mart, befides Senegal^ 
of the gum trade, to which the Moors avid other Africans all • 
refortedwith that commodity.. This in itfelf would appear 
hut a trifling branch of trade^ though two reafons have cor^- 
tributed to raife its value, and render it very confiderable. 
It is fold by the Moors at a very reafoaable price, in propor- 
tion to the value it bears in Europe, which circumftance alone 
would make the trade beneficial, were it not greatly aug* 
mented by the extravagant demand for it on account of the 
filk and other manufaftures. This it is, that has excited 
the emulation of European dates, and made the French na- 
tion, whofe manufaftures in this way are perhaps the moft 
. confiderable, fo extremely jealous of the gum trade, and vi- 
gilant to monopolize it, Hen(:e it was, that all commercial 
nations ftruggled for the pofleffion of fuch a treafure ; tha^ 
the Dutch expended fo large fums in the fupport of th^\t 
fort at Arguim ; and that after they were chafed sfrom thence, 
they endeavoured to eftablifh themfelves to as much advan 
at Portendic, and drive this commerte with the three 

f Labat, de TAfrique occid. t. i. c. 5. 

• ?\> Z Moorijk 



3 7« ^be Hipry of the Interior Cdiniries. B. XYIL 

Moori/b nations, of which we fliall give a (hort account at 
the conclufion of this feftion. 

The gum imported to Europe by the the French company, 
or the interlopers, is called Gum Senega^ Senegal^ Zaiiega, 
or Arabic. The latter name it has, becaufe, before the in- 
fiitation of the company, all the gum ufed in Europe wai 
imported under the name of Gum Jrabic ; but after they had 
opened this commerce, the price of the commodity funk ia 
proportion to the quantity imported, and the gum came to 
be univerfally known by the appellation of Gum Senegal {C), 
Voyagers attribute a number of medicinal virtues to this fob- 
ftance, founding their opinion upon' extraordinary cures the 
negroes perform with it ; but as thefe have not been coq£> 
nant to the experience of the bed European praftitioners, we 
ftiall beg leave to omit them. As to its utility in arts and 
manufadures, every one who knows how neceflary it is to the 
limner, filk weaver, dyer, and many other artificers, may 
judge of the importance of the gum trade, and of the policy 
of our neighbours in monopolizing it *. 

Lab AT defcribes the tree producing this gum, as a fpedes 
of acacia, fmall, prickly, full of branches, and clothed with 
kaves moderately long, extremely narrow, and. of a perpetual 

* Moore, paiTim. Labat, ubi fap. Adamson, p. ^6. 

(C) The bodies which go gal is in larger and Icfs pore 
under the general name of mafTes. The iingle drops are 
gums, art extremely nume- frequently of the bignefs of aa 
rous, and many of them im- egg ; the furface rough or 
))roperly claiTed under that head, wrinkled, and lefs bright than 
as they appear, upon exami- the interior parts. The oegroet 
iiation, to be true refmous (ub- diffolve it in milk, and in that 
fiances. Mod writers ilill make ftate make it a principal ii^re- 
a difference between the Senegal dient in many of their moil de- 
and Arabic gums, the latter licious diihes, and dfcen indeed, 
being by them fuppofed of feed on it alone. As for as, 
higher value, but fcarce ever we are neither perfedly ac- 
found in the fhops. ft is a quainted with the tree that pro- 
concrete fubftance, exfuding duces it, nor with its medicinal 
from the Egyptian ^jr^a^i tree,* virtues, if it has any, for it is 
and imported from Turkey in rarely ufed in the (hops ; and 
fmall irregular maifTes or ^Iririgs, even the gum Arabic but little 
9f a pale yellowiih colour. The prefcribbd by the bef( pradi- 
trath however is, that both tioners, the chief coofumptioa 
gums i^ue from the fame tree, being among dyors and otbor 



and are of direclly fimilar vir- artificers* 
taes, notwithftanding the Sent-. 
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verdure. It bears a white flower, compofed of five kayes 
forming a kind of cup, but according to other njituralifts, ofi 
one infundibuliform leaf, and the flowers colleAcd in cluf- 
ters or little heads. The piftil rifes from the bottom of the, 
llower, and at length becomes a pod of three or four inches 
ipng,^ filled with fmall, round, hard, and black-grains, which. 
lerve to propagate the fpecies (D). Of this fpecies of gum 
tree there are three forefts, between the north fide gf the. 
JVigfr or Senegal, and Argiiim or Cape Blanco (E). 1 be 
firft the natives call Sahely the fecond, which is the moft con- 
Cderable, is called Lebian, and the third, 4fatack% a.U of, 
them fituated in the defert north of the river, and at nearly 
equal difl:ances from it ; that is, about thirty miles from Fort 
St. Le^vis ; being feparated from each other by a barren fpace 
of about ten leagues, Every year produces two crops, if we 
inay fo exprefs ourfelves, of gum ; the firft, which is the 
beft, in the month of December ; and the other in March^ 
The -firft tears, drops, or exfudations, are the largeft, pureft, 
and drieft, with every other advantage required in this' 
drug ; the other more foft, glutinous, and impure, for rea- 
'ibns extremely obvious. The December crop is gathered 
after the rains have ceafed, and the moifture of the earth has 
rendered the fap more abundant in the trees, which the fun 
has perfeftly concreted and digefted, without exhaling the 
virtues ; whereas that in March is procured by making in- 
ciftons'in the trees, they having too little vigour of themfelves 
to produce a crop. 

Gatheiiing the gum in thefe large forefts, is the em-, 
ployment of three different tribes pi Moors, the principal of . 
which is called in the Arabic, the tribe of Terarza, whpfe 
chief is Michondora, who fyperintends his people at work, 
and confines them to the foreft of SaheL Chem is the head 
of the next tribe, called the tribe of Anlad-El-Hagi, who 
tonfine their rights of gathering gum to the foreft oiLebian or 
Hebian ; and the chief of the third tribe, or that of Abragucna^ 

(D) If we miftake not, this to more experienced natura- 
fpecies of acacia ought to be» lifts. 

clafled with the polyondria of (E) It is remarkable, that 
UnnauSy fo highly prized for Barbot defcribes the gum tree,* 
their flowers by the Chineji, as extremely large, and greatly 
which they ufe in dying that refembling that American tree, 
beautiful yellow, -that we find which the natives call ;w/i//«/^ 
bears wafhing in * their filks and to which 'our nataralHfsL 
^d ftulTs; but this wc fubmit .have given no name (i). 

(xj Barbtt^t dejcriptiw de la Guinee, p, 46* 

Bbj is 
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IS called Baccar, his privileges exrcndmg all over the foreft 
of Alfatacky and no farther. Weftlall fpeak of thefe different 
tribes more particularly in the margin. The firft of thefe 
princes exa<5t€d a high duty from the Dutch, while they were 
in pofleffiofl of a fort at Jrgiiim ; and the French ftill pay 
cuftoms for the liberty of trading, thoagh it will be dif- 
ficult to afcertain their amounts, from the long lift q€ articles 
mentioned in the tariff, fettled by De Brue in the 5'ear 1715 
(F). What chiefly regards the reader, is an account of the 
inhabitants of that vaft fpace lying between the river Senegal 
and the empire of Morocco, concerning whom we ihall en* 
deavour to give him fome fatisf aftion ^ 

*" Aucl. ult. citat. ibid. 



(F) Lalfaf gives us a ftriking 
pidure of the chiefs of .thefe 
tribes all of which, he fays, are 
fjiarbutsy or preachers and teach- 
ers 'of the law of Mohammed, 
To judge by their modeft and 
fedate exterior, by their dif- 
■ courfe, which always begins 
and ends with an invocation to 
the Supreire Being and his pro- 
phets,* and by their public con- 
Qudl, one would fet them down 
for rigid believers and obferveis 
of the doctrine they teach, as 
they are aullcre and fcrupulous 
in the felf denial Of even the 
inofl trivial enjoyments of life, 
But, fays he, when we remove 
the ueil, and penetrate into their 
private conduct and real fenti- 
ments, all is found to beojtfide 
and mere hypocrify, diiTimula- 
tion, avarice, cruelty, ingrati- 
tude, {uperllition, and igno^ , 
rancc. In vain do you look 
for any of the moral virtaes 
among them ; faith, honour, and 
a regard to their ergagements, 
they have no idea of They 
are a '(^to^ Mob amn.e dan phari- 
lees, who look upt n external 

{9^ Labm^ 



virtue, as the meaos and fiecef- 
fary inftrument of fecret fraod, 
drunkennefs^ and every other 
vice that can fill the human 
heart. They have taken infinite 
pains in making converts to their 
faith, and dieir fuccefs has bcc-n 
anfwerable ' to their d i Igencc, 
which is not exceeded by the ca- 
tholick milTionaries themi^lves, 
and perhaps with fimilar views, 
as appears from the new eredled 
monarchy of the jefuits ia Pu' 
ra^uay. One thing however, is 
extraordinary, that few: of the 
negroes who. have once em- 
braced the MohammedanTcXi^ion^ 
ever again depart from it, not- 
withftanding the flavifli depen- 
dence in which they arc held 
by the markuts. 

They all acknowlcge the (ii* 
premacy of the emperor ol Jk&- 
ro€coy in temporals, and many 
of them acknowlege him as tfaeif 
Khali/ y and head in fpi rituals ; 
tho' they never go fo far as to 
pay him tribute. But of this, 
we ihall have occafion to fpeak 
more minutely in the following 
fedions (2). 

ft i» tt 20. 
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SECT. XIV. 

Ctoffiaining an Account of the Defert of T^LWCdL or Sarah, 
and the Coufitry of Biledulgerid j of three Moorilh 
Nations that inhabit thefe Countries^ and of their 
Manners and Trade ; with a Defer iption of the Ifiand 
of Biflao, its Government^ Religion^ and Manners of 
the Natives j of the People called Balontes j and of 
the Baflagoc glands. ^ 



/ 



THE country north of the Senegal, called Zaara, Sa- Of the de- 
rahy or the Dtjert (A), is inhabited, according Xofert of 
Lico AfricanuSj by fix different Moorijb nations or tribes, Zaara or 
the SanagaSy SonenJtgaSy Fuergasy Lamptions, BardoaSy and SzxihyanJ 
Levatasy fituated along the ocean on the eaft, in the order '^^ ^^«w- 
\ti which \^t have enumerated them. Sarah or the Deferty*^^/^^}^ 
aAd Biledulgerid, extend from the Atlantic ocean to' the eaft, ^»Jger*<^- 
as far as Ethiopia fuperior ; are fuppofed to run along parallel 
to Nigritiay and to lie between the 20th and 28th degrees of 
north latitude, being boundied by the territories of the em- 
^peror of Morocco and Barbary on the north, by Ethiopia on 
riie eaft, on the fouth by Nigritia or Negroland, and by 
rfie Atlantic ocean on the 'weft. The northern part of this 
traft, called Biledulgerid in our beft maps, is denominated lA 
the charts of voyagers by the name of Gualata ; and the 
Ibuthern part, called Zaara or Sarah by moft geographers, 
is by mariners called the country of Arguim, and frequently . 
the country of Zanaga or Senegal : 'tis by this variety of 
names, that fuch con^afion is introduced i^to the works of 
the greater number of modern writers and geographers *. 

These nations, though fprung from the fame origin as the 
Moors of Barharyj are however diftinguifhed by thefe as 
different, and they again confider the merchants of Barbary^ 
that come among them to trade, as quite another people. 
Notwithftanding this, all -Europ'ean writers confound them, 
and Labatm particular is guilty of this error, as often as he 

• Vid. Bolton's maps. 

(A) According to moft geo- of the Dferts of Barlaryi 
graphers, this country is laid D^Atfuiih and Bolton call it 
, down under, the general name i\iQ cowntry oi Zanaga [\): •• 

(4} Sti Bfittn^s mofs annexed to v. i.e/ PoJf/ethvaiCt C»m» Di^» 
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fpeaks of them. Spain was conquered by the /^rabians^ xndia 
progrefs of time was wrcfted from them by the Moors of Fn 
and Morocco ; .yet do few of the Spani/b writers diftli^iuih 
thefe two conquefts, implying indifferently the terois of iHoor I 
and Arab to denominate either people; while others w^ 
ftill more confufion call all the followers of Mohammed m\ 
'Jfricii by the general name of Moors, The mpr? ancdcBt 
jnoderns, howe\"er, as well as the Jirabic authors, make ufeof | 
both names to exprefs the different nations, and hardly 
«;pnfound them ; as may fully be feen in the hiftory of the Sara^ 
tens, tranflated by Erpenius from the Arabic of EJmadmes^ 
the fon of Abulj offers Elamid^ ; and in Gramayfs hiftory. 
Africa c, as well as in Leo Africanus **, which is a remark w^ 
thought worthy of the attention of the reader, as we believeij 
may have efcaped us in our hiftory of the Arabians. la 
word, the Arabi of Barbary, who are nunierotis and difKai 
from the reft of the inhabitants, have likewife been coi 
founded with them, under the general appellation of Moar^ 
by the greater number of modern writers, who ieem'tc 
think that there are no Arab nations out of the boundaries o| 
Arabia Proper. But not to d\yell on this circumftance, perj 
haps not very important, we fhall obferve, that the relig^ 
of the Moors of Sarah and Biledulgerid is Mobarnmedifin^ 
they have neither mofques or any other fixed place of wof| 
Jhip They pray in their tents, and perform their devoti( 
wherever they happen to be, at ilated times, afi^er wa( 
themfelves with water, or, if that is wanting, rubbing oi 
their bodies with fand, which they look upon as a kind 
ablution. Their pafTion for gain is ftill however ilren] 
than their devotion ; they refufe no fatigue or danger 
queft of wealth, but all the fervor of religion cannot obi 
the Arabs of the diftrift of Arguim to undertake the long; 
pilgrimage to Mecca, although they often go to Tombute^] 
QagOy and Galam^ on the hufinefs of commerce, from whence 
they bring prodigious returns of gold. This expedition they 
undertake in large caravans, loaded in going with fait, cloths, 
and iron inftruments, which they exchange for gold, ivory, 
mufk, bezoar, and flaves ; making prize of whatever falls in 
their way, and flaves of friends or foes, who encounter -then\ 
oh the road, provided it be not to trade; like thofc veflels 
which exercife at the fame time trade and piracy. Some- 
times indeed, when they can do it fecretly, they feize on 
^e negroes, who come to trade with them, and fell them' 



^'L. ii. cj. e tib.iv.c. I. **L. i, c. 21. 
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afterwards to the Europleans, or the Moors of Fez and 
Morocco *. * * 

Between Cape Blanco and the river Senegal, there are Three 
chiefly three Moorijb nations, Who acknowlege the fovei:eignty Moori/b 
of HO princes, each canton being governed by a kind of chief «^'*^^ 
chofen out of their own number, but generally the moft^^V'T^ 
wealthy and confiderable perfon of the tribe. Thus the ^ '^f^fi 
government is a kind of mixed conftitution, but favouring ^^ acctnmt 
more of republican principles, nothing being done with-^/^,> 
out the advice and approbation of a council, and indeed.rof jw^u^^j * 
Xht whole tribe ; while the Avhole body is governed by the and trade* 
joim'councils of the three nations, in the fanw nianner as 
Holland, where each province has its peculiar laws, indepen- 
dent of the willof the States General. Thefe chiefs are 
commonly marbuts, who are entertained with great refpeft 
and veneration by the people, rather from an apprehenfion 
of the power of their enchantment^ and gri/gris, than from 
any fentiments of religion. 

Among the Arabs, are fome of the mofl beautiful 
horfes on earth ; the true bree4 of Barbary, greatly im- 
proved by a mixture of blood with the Arabian ' kind,' 
. ^hich are bought at an extravagant price. " They like- 
wife rear a great number of camels, cows, oxen, • (heep, and 
goats ; yet, except on feftivals and particular occafions,' they 
feldom kill thefe animals for the ufe of their tables, eating Jn 
cheu* ftead- oftriches, antelopes, deer, apes, and fometimes 
lions, which they kill in the chace. Their oxen and camels 
are ufed in tranfporting their baggage, when the want of 
forage obliges them to remove their quarters, or they go 
trading journeys to the kingdoms of Galamy Fez, or 
3dorocco» 

The arms employed by them in their wars, which fre- 
quently happen among themfelves, and in their' hunting 
parties, are the fabre and dart, which laft they throw with 
great dexterity, feldom miffing the objeft aimed at. They 
have alfo a kind of mufquets, and holfters or cafe-piilols, 
which they buy from the Dutch and French, foon rendered 
ilfelefs by rufl contradled from the nitrous quality of the at- 
itoofphere^. As their workmen are incapable of cleaning 
ind repairing them, their fire arms are but little valued, 
except as curiofities, and generally negle<5lcd for their an- 
cient arms; a circumAance- of , great advantage to the -ff^- 
l^opeans, who might find it difficult otherwife to defend ' 

« 

« JLbo African. Fpl. dup. 52. ! . ,7 Labat, 1. ii. c. 5. t. i. 
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tfiem&lves agaioft fo warlike, roving, and predatory a 
people (B). 

Both Moon and Arahs round Arguim and Senegal are in- 
violably attached to the cnftoms and manners of thdr anceftors^ 
if we except a few who pitch their tents and cabins under the 
walls of PortendiCy either nearer or farther from the fea, as 
the feafon and their affairs require. Thefe in many particu- 
lars have fallen into the European manners, 9nd are for that 
reafon heartily defpifed by the reft of their countrymen. The 
tents and cabins of this people are all of a conical form, 
the former being made of the hides of animals, fo exa<£Uy 
^ Teamed, as to admit no water in the moft rainy feafon. Labat 

tells US) that their tents are made of a kind of manufafhired 
wool and hair, which is the proper ^nd almoft fok employment 
of their women. But other authors inforni us, that ^U do- 
meftic cares are left to them, even that of looking, after the 
camels, laying in wood and water, making bread, and pro- 
viding vidtuals for the family ; yet notwithftanding this fub- 
jeftion in which they are held, they are beloved, and in 
other refpefts tenderly treated, by their hufbands (C). How- 
ever, if; the woman be deficient in any eflential duty to her 
hufband, flie is driven forth out of the houfe, and her £ather, 
brothers, and other relations, all take part in her quarrel, 
and refent the indignity done their family, though at the 
f*^me time they receive her but coldly, for having by her im- 
prudence occafioned fuch a breach among friends. In ge- 
fieral, the men look upon it as doing honour to themfelves, 
to doath their wives genteely, fparing no expence in makii^ 
them appear with a luftre becoming their rank ; and the pro- 
jRts of trade are ufually applied to this purpofe ; the gold that 
temains unfold being converted into female ornaments and 
trinkets. 

(B) Itfto, in fpcaking of the (C) A late French traveller 

people that inhabit the coantry defcribes the Moorijh tents, of a 

between . Cafe Blanco and Sene- conical form, covered widi a 

galy calls them indifferently thick fluff, made of goats and 

Moors and Arabians^ rtot know- camels hair, impenetrable to 

ing which of thefe names to fix the rain. They were ranged 

upon, as they are defcended in a circular form, each fup- 

from the latter, and by refidence ported by a pole in the middle, 

mixed with the former. One and fixed all round with thongs 

general characlereilic is how- of ox fkins, faflened to flakes, 

ever fulHcient, fince they may about a foot from the ground, 

* be called Moors from their reli- fomething in the manner of our 

gion, which is the Mohammedan, military tents in Europe (2). 

(2} MamjMj p^ 66» 
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Their women never appear without a long veil, which 
covers their face and arnis ; n6r are the Europeans ever upon 
fo familiar a footing as to fee them uncovered, except by ac- 
cident. Both men and women are in general well propor*- 
tioned, of a middling ftature, extreme fine features, with 
a beautiful fymmetry of face. As the men are much expofe^ 
to the fun, their complexion is tawny, but delicate, and it 
is probable that the women arc more fair and beautiful. 
However this may be, Labat afTures us, c..at they amply 
compenfatc any deficiency in complexion by' their prudence, 
oecoiiomy, and drift fidelity to their nuptial engagements ; 
gallantry being an enjoyment they are intire ftrangers to ; 
perhaps becaufe the occafions for praftifing it rarely oflfer. 
They not only live alone, but a man turns awy his head 
\vhea he chances to meet a woman, even his own wife, ex- 
<:ept at the time appointed for the marriage' freedoms. They 
mutually affift each other in watching the condaft of theit 
wives and daughters, and preventing every man befides the 
huiband from entering their tents. One who is too jpoor 
lo have feparate tents for the women, traiifafts all bufinefs, 
and receives vifits at the door in the open air ; nor are his 
Heareft friends permitted to fit or converle with his' wives in 
the tent. This is a privilege referved for their horfes, or 
rather mares, which are preferred on account of their beauty, 
the advantages of breeding, their tamenefs, and docility^ 
They lie down in their tents mixed promifcuoufly with the 
^vomen and children, their little foals being the playfellows 
of infants, without ever any accidents enfuing. 

The drefs both of the Moors and Arabs in this country 
IS extremely fimple ; confifting chiefly of a robe or caftan^ 
of ferge, fome woollen fluffs, or blue and white cotton ; and 
fometimes of filk', but rarely. This is no other than a large 
caffopk, without buttons, tied round the neck, fo wide 
as to fold two or three times about the body, arid bound 
round the waift by a kind of fafli, in the manner of the 
Turks ^ to which is fufpended a long knife like a bayonet, 
and fometimes two. Mr. Adamfon fays, that the drefs both 
of men and women confifts in a large fliirt, commonly of 
black linnen, and a ^aariy with which the women cover their 
head and flioulders ; the men fometimes rolling it about their 
heads in imitation of a turban, and fometimes round their 
middle like a waift-band. Some of the women wear their . 
hair long and flowing, others again tie it up in a knot, but 
the men in general are negligent of it, fuffering it to hang 
about their ears, ftrait or curled as nature intended **. All 
A J» Adamson, p. d'^. 
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of them weajr purfes or pouches of cotton, fjlk, or fine 
Ip^ther, neatly bordered and ornamented by the women. They 
wear fandals or rather focks of Morocco leather, which mount 
to the fmall of the leg, and tlieir heads are covered with a red 
bonnet or cap, bordered with white cotton. Above all their 
^oaths they frequently wear a kind of long looife robe, of 
white or ftriped cotton, or rather woollen fluff, which they 
call haiky and is extremely becoming and genteel. This robe 
is adorned with^ long pointed hood, that hangs down be- 
hind, to the «xtremity of which hangs a tuft or toflcl, by a 
long ftring. Many of the poorer fort are however cloathcff 
after the manner of the negroes, that is, with a bit of cloth 
wrapped round the waift for decency, the reft of their bodies, 
arms, and legs, being naked. 

As to the women, they drefs differently; a long cotton 
(hift, with long and wide fleeves, large drawers, and a piece, 
of linncn or callico, that covers them from head to foot, 
flowing in an eafy manner behind, forms th-eir principal drefs* 
They all wear pendents and ear-rings, rich in proportion to 
their ftation and ability ; befides which their fingers are 
loaded with rings^ their arms with bracelet^, and their l^s 
with chains of brafs or copper. 

When a number of tents or cabins ftand together, fo as 
to form a to>vn or village, in which whole tribes dwell, they 
call it Adouary which is generally of a circular form, the tents 
ftanding exceeding thick, and in the center an empty fpace, 
by way of fold for their cattle. Every fide of this encamp- 
ment is watched by centinels, to guard againft furprizes from 
robbers or^ wild beafts. On the fmalleft danger, the cen- 
tinels give the alarm, which is foon fpread over the camp by 
the barking of dogs and the noife of different animals, upon 
which every man able to bear arms flands on his defence, 
^ach. before his own tent. Thefc Adouars are ealily tranf- 
ported from place to place, as neither the Moors or Arabs 
incumber therafelves with a variety of houfhold furniture ; 
liay, indeed, fo little, that all the domeftic implements of a 
family are contained in one leathern bag or fack, which is 
hardly the burthen of an ox, or fmall horfe, and eafily tranf- 
ported, tent and all, to any diflance, on thq back of a camel. 
\ Their common drink is water or milk and whey, and. 
tjieir only bread is cakes made of millet ; not that nature has 
' 4enied them the ufe of wheat and barley, which grow to 
great perfeftion in feveral parts of the country, but their con- 
tinual motion from one country to another, and th^ir diQike 
tb a fixed refidence, deftroys all tafte for agriculture. Were 
the)^ to fow wheat, other nations migl\t reap it j for no in- 
. " * ducemcDt^ 
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ducement could engage thefe fickle rovers to continue a whole 
feafon in one place, which they would look upon as a highly 
culpable inaftivity, however ufelefs and unneceflary their 
ranjbling cxcurfions may be. 

When they chance to have a flock. of grain, either barley 
Qr wheat, they lay it up in deep pits cut out of a rock, fb 
dry that no granary can exceed theip for preferving the corn. 
They call them matamorSy and contrive them with abundanc©^ 
of sjrt, the form being fuch as to caufe a conftant fuftion and 
draught of frefh air, through the whole cavern, narrow at i 
the entrance, and gradually enlaiging itfelf as you enter, ia 
proportion to its length, which fometimes is upwards of 
thirty feet. Certain it is, that the grain will keep found for 
feveral years in thefe fubterraneous ftwe-houfes, the mouths 
of which they flop up with wood and fand, after the cornLit 
fufficiently dry. 

The Moors have a kind of portable mills, with which 
they grind their cqqi in fuch quantities as they have occailoa 
for ;. and thefe they always carry about with them wherever 
they go. Authors do not particulary defcribe the form of 
thefe mills, but from circumflances, we h&ve have reafon toi 
l)elieve they are no other than two rough flat flones, which, 
by a circular motion of the uppermofl, grind the cora 
lodged between them ; a kind of mill flones, extremely com- 
mon in the Hebrides ^ and many of the weflern parts of Scot- 
land \ and, indeed, among all nations ignorant of the arts. s 
They eat always with their right hand, the left being wholly 
appropriated tolefs honourable offices; and inJlead of knives, 
fpoons, and forks, they ufe their fingers, with which they 
form their food in balls, chucking thefe with great addrefe 
into their mouths. If a fowl is drefled with rice, they cut it 
in quarters before it comes to table, to fave the nccefCty of 
ufing knives. At their meals they fquat themfelves down on 
their hams, fitting crofs legged round a covering of Morocco 
leather, or mat of palm leaves fpread upon the ground, upon 
which their difhes and plates of copper or ivory arc laid; and 
it is a rule with them never to drink till they are jufl quitting 
the table to go and wa(h> a ceremony that cannot be omitted 
without the greatefl indecency. Two meals a day are the moft 
they ever allow themfelves, one in the morning, and another 
at night ; but the women , are never permitted to eat with 
them. Their repafls are (hort and filent, not a fyllablc paf- 
fing till they have waihed and returned to the pipe and 
bottle, or rather coffee, when converfation begins. Although 
their religion forbids the ufe of wine and fpirits, yet ip pri- 
Tate they freely quaff brandy, which they have from the 

Europeans^ 
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Eup^peans^ and the jaice of the grape, or wines made from 
palms and other trees,' fo abundant in many parts of Africa ; 
nay, their very marhuts difpenfe with the rigour of the law in 
this refpeft, when they can do it fecretly, and without a 
breach of decorum; for they regard little more than ap- 
pearances* 

This temperance in meals it probably is that renders the 
Mwrs and Arabs of Sarah and Biledulgerid abfolute ftrangers 
to phyik and medicine, fo much cultivated by their prede^ 
celTors. The only diftcmpers to which they are fiibjefV, are 
pleurifies and dyfenteries, both which they are faid to c6r6 
by the application of fimples internally and externally. As for 
the gou(, gravel, ftone, and a number of other difeafes 
acute and chronical, the effe^ls of luxury and idienefs, they 
are utter ftrangers to them. Barbot indeed, fays, that (ueb 
is the wholefomene&of the climate oi Sarah zaA' Biledulgerid^^ 
that the inbaUtants live to a great age, without knowing 
what ficknefs is, feldom dying before ^^ courfe of life is 
confumed with years^ and the vital heat extingui(hed from a 
rigidity <^ thefolids, and diminution of the circulating fluids, 
Wkh them a man at fixty is in the prime of life, marries and 
begets children, with all the vigour of an European at thirty; 
and experience has fhewn, that the lefs they are coHn66led 
with foreigners, and the more ftriftly they adhere to their 
prioHtive manners, the fewer are the maladies and difeafej 
with which they are affii^ed. In a wprd, while they main* 
taio the iimplicityof their original frugality and rigid oeco- 
nomy, no people on earth are Mefled with fo uninterrupted a 
flow of health and fpirits '. • 

The paiiionate fondnefs which mothers exprefs for Aet^ 
children, would be ei^tremely commendable, were it no^ 
carried to a degree of weaknefs, fuperftition, and abfurdity; 
They diligently watch to prevent ev^y thing that can pdT- 
fibiy injure them, and are fo ridiculous in their tendernefsi 
as to imagine, that envious, malignant, or virhat they call an 
^ evil eye, can bring difeafes and misforrunes upon tbem : i 
notion not peculiar to Moors and Arabsi for we find it pre- 
valent among the vulgar in Spain^ Portugal, and even the 
northern kingdoms, where they ufe amulets and oiher pre- 
fervativfs againft the effefts of a malicious glance. As for the 
Moorsy they know no other charm againft an evil eye, than 
their gr'i/gris, or certain myfterioui paflages tranfcribed by 
thtk marhut from the Alcoran, Boys are circuincifed at the 
a j^ of fourteen years, after which they are at liberty tp marry 

* JLsf k Labat, ubi fupra« 
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as foon as they can mamtain a wife, and, indeed, to ptircha(e 
her ; for here fathers make an eftate of a large family of 
^augbter&i every one who addrefles them making prefents tQ 
the«pairents of horfes, camels, and homed cattle. The af- 
fe£lion of the huiband is cftimated by 4iis liberaiityy and th« 
young lady is never delivered over to him, till he hasfatisfie^l 
the parents of his merit, by the extravagance of his prefents: 
If, upon her coming home, hie fhould find his expeftations of 
her beauty andxhaiUty difappointed, he is at liberty to fend! 
her back ; but thetai he muft forfeit the prefents he has 
imde. 

With regard to their funerals, they greatly refemWe th« 
ceremonies c^ferved by* the negroes on thefe occafions. Nd 
fooner a. Moor has breathed his laft, than one of his wo- 
insn^ or fome relation, puts their head in at the door of the 
tent, and burfts out in a horrible cry ; upon which' fignal, 
all the women of the Adouar fet up a lamentable fhriek and 
^ifmal yelling, ^wdiich they utter with all their might, fo 
as to alarm the whole village or camp, upon which all the. 
people aflemble round the tent of the deceafed, fome de- 
ploring his lofs in moans, and others finging his praifes in 
melancholy ftrains fuited to the occafion. From the lively 
and natural reprefentatipn of ^rief they counterfeit, from 
tboir affumed melancholy, feigned tears, and unfelt fighs, one 
would imagine they were all the friends and kindred of the' 
dead corpfe, that bewailed their lofs, and did honour to hl^ 
mepaory ; yet here it is all mere form, that touches not tho 
h<:art, and is beftowed on all men without diftinftion of 
merit. Afterwards the body is wafhed, properly drefled, 
and placed on ^ rifing ground to be viewed by all till the 
^-av6 is dug, after which it is interred ^with the head elevated 
a little, the face turned to the eaft, and the grave covered ' 

with large ftones, to prevent the corpfe from being dug up by 
wild beaifts. 

As to die knowlege of the Moors and ArcAi of the deferts,- 
it is extremely limited, and indeed fo fcanty, that the w«r* 
bjits alone are able to read Arabic or any other language, and 
their learning confined wholly to the Koran and law of Mo^ 
iHiwmed: the people are, indeed, plunged into the moft de-* 
plorabie and grofs ignorance; the more to be pitied, as they 
feem poflefled of a quicknefs of apprehenfion, and thofe* 
talents which rendered- their anceftors famous in fcicncc,' 
Somie of them, however, have a tolerable notion of aftronomy, ' 
and talk reafonably, nay with the precifion of an European 
fchcdar, upon the ftars, their number, fituation, and divifioi^' 
iata coofteliitions. Th? ctear feren&lky in which they. live,* 



has' greatly affiAed their obferrations ; an advantage' diey har^ 
improyed by a warjtn imagination and happy memory : however^ 
it muft be acknowleged, that their fyftcm of aftronomy is fo 
replete with fable and abfurdity^ that it is difficult in general 
to comprehend their meaning. But the knowlege they ex-# 
eel in is, that of their intereft, in which particular they arc 
out-done by no people in the univcrfe ; for this thtj will Be, 
fwear, cheat, fteal, rob, and facrifice every human virtue. 
Yet with all their ignorance and vices, they feem by nature 
10 be formed with liberal fentiments, and a tafte for the more 
polite arts, as their edays in poeti7 and mufic, which are by 
no means contemptible, feein to indicate. * Thofe who arc 
acquainted with the genius of the oriental tongues, firotf 
which theirs is derived, or rather a dialedt of the j4rabic] 
have been highly delighted with their fongs, accompa&ied id 
recitative by a kind of guittar, the iofirument in which they 
take the greateft pleafure. From the defcription of travellers,- 
it would appear rather to be a true lute, an raftrument tbe 
beft calculated of any, perhaps, to touch the heart, and- move 
the fofter paffions, by a delicacy of ftrain- and melody not 
to be imitated, or indeed equalled, in many 6f its move-^ 
ments. 

One would imagine, from the foftnefs and effeminacy of 
their mufick, that this people cannot be extremely warlike^ 
or at leaft that the general obfervation on the analogy be- 
tween the military virtues and the turn for harmony in.moft 
people, muft here fail ; and indeed, the Europeans remark,- 
that they have neither made any proficiency in the art of 
war, or fhew any great eagernefs to put their ikill and 
•courage to the teft. However, if we may judge from fome 
of their maxims, they are by no means pufiilanimou^ or 
cowardly. Can any thing, fay^ they, be more daftardly, 
than to kill a man before you approach him near enough to' 
be diftinguiftied ? In confequence of this opinion, they never' 
attack till they come vi'ithin the length of their lances, after 
ivhich they retire to a proper diftance, and throw thdr darts, 
their lances, or flioot their arrows, with an amazing dexterity. 
This, however, we mean of their fingle combats with each 
other. That they fhould be ignorant of the mifiury 
maxims, founded on the ufe of fire arms, is by no means ex* 
traordinary ; flnce they defpife them, and look upon them as 
. the weapons of thieves and robbers. Hence poflSbly it i.^ 
that the Europeans have concluded them ignprant in the art 
of war, becaufe they fight upon different principles from 
themfelves : a way of judging too common among all men, 
who eftimate every thing by a comparifon with themielves/ 



IQ which^maoaer both tli^ merit of aAIons and ideas are eaca- 
jliiaed. Lab/iS obferves, tbat tbey fight chiefly on horfebacl^ . 
<mth Ibort ftirrups, by which they are enabled to rai/e them- 
JfeLveshigh in the faddle, and ftrike with, the greater Jbrce 
;at a conlidei^able diftance. They never draw up their cayah]^ 
la ,loQ£ lines an4 eau^nded wings, but in io^ll detached 
Iqy^drpns, by w^ch means they are lefs liable to be bro^ 
cm: p9t into^oa&Aonj and more eafily rallied wh^n ru<;h^^ 
Jic;c]denc occurs. The agility of their horfes^ and their pwp 
fiiHl in riding, g^ve them great advantages by attackingjn a]l 
,^uafter§,; ^^^leelingoS^ and, returning to the charge, wiih^ 
udexLterity that is really amaiing K . 

We may. ji^dge from this, whether the inhabitants o£ 
^Xaara a^ StUAtlgerid be fo ignorant of military difciplioe 
r^s ian^. ftUfppfion travellers affirm, or whether their not taking 
jp«ft in;ti^ .wars between European nations, does pot ratbfi^ 
proceed irpiti policy than cowardice. The truth is, they are 
j|OQ;^fe to embark themfelves needle&ly into ^cpenfive and 
Jsiaa^dws comentions, tbeir intereft being to ballance nicdy 
.between, bpth parti^s^ that no obftru^jtions may arife; in thek 
XQQimec^e with either. They know well how pr0Judicial tp 
tradeit would be, were there only one European nation efta« 
^blif^ied ampqg them, in which cafe they would be forced to 
'iell, their. goods at .any price that was offered ; whereas Utap 
jf^oufy T^d, rivaUhip between the difierent traders, now 
raifes the price of markets, each trying to g.^ the preference 
j^F jthe ^natives, and to pufh the commerce fo Wifkly, as to 
ruin all his competitors. This it was, that made the natives 
jGfie with the Z)i/f^^ jagainft> the Fr^n^c^, when the hitter ^be- 
xame poflefled of the tortrcfs of Jrguhn, and the.former re- 
.dttced fo low, that it 'Was apprehended they would be obliged 
tO' abandon the trade. In a word, they feem to have a 
jqft idea of the ballance of power, a political maxitti, by 
fome efteemed ideal, although confirmed by reafon, and the 
pr^ice of every fenfible people on the globe, but not fpun 
.to the degree of refinement known amoiig the fouthern kiog- 
jidi^ms oiEuropfn . 

; iTBEjMeiprs znd Jrahs , of tiiis country, are in general 
(jfoodiof loQg:J0umies, and excnrfions into remote countries^ 
on the bufinefs of trade and conperce, in which refped they 
4ire4adefat}gable and 'Undaunted, no hazard being too great 
'-■where 'profit is the motive: as'thcfe expeditions are under- 
taken in large bodies or caravans ; they teakc up the defi- 
ciencies, in trade by fleaUh„ robbery, and plunder ; feldom. 
retiMrning without rich ladings of gold, lyory, gu^, oftricfees 

. ;Mc>»' Hist, Vol. XVn. Cc * feathera. 
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feathers, camels hair, flaves, and other comnKKlitks, which 
they fell to' the Europeans^ or to the merchants of Fez and 
Morocco. Such is their hardinefs and avarice, that, befides a 
journey of four or five hundred leagues, they traverfe adefert 
idi twb hundred miles in length, that affords not a dix>j> of 
vrater, Except in two places, frequently choakM up with 
fand, and yielding but a fmall quantity of ptftrid braddfli 
water, after infinite paids have been tidcen to clear away the 
rubbiib. A^ we have given a full accoujit of thefe commer- 
cial expeditions, performed by means of that ufcfol Inimsd 
the camd, in- the fourteenth voimne, we (hall here fpare 
the reader the trouble, of a repetition ; only adding, that the 
caravans take th^ir courfe from the flight of certain birds, 
who are obferved to go and returir at flated periods, and tiy 
« certain invariable rout, to the inland contitries frequented by 
the Moors and Arabs ^ the kingdoms of Tomhtto, Cago, and 
Calam. The devout and zealous Mohammedans look up- 
on thefe birds as guides (ent by the prt^het to direA them in 
their journey, and point out the true road they are to por- 
fue, without which they never prefume io undertake an 
expedition oi any confiderable length and hazard. One 
would imagine, that, in croffing vaft oceans of deferts (for 
they are fubje^ to ftorms and tempefts like the fea) io 
fenfible a people wotrld rely only upon the experience of 
more rational pilots ; bat they find then: birds ilifallible, and 
prefer them to all other guides (D). 

Trees 

(D) Some aDth6rs are of exceeding large oftnch, Mr. 
opinion, that thefe birds are Adamfon had two Hoat n^roer 
flocks of oflriches ; though wt mounted upon his back, and 
do not find, in the bcft accoqnts obferved, that the weight ap- 
of naturaliils, that the oftrich is peared by no means di^ropor- 
abirdof pafTage, that changes tioned to his ability, as it dk 
his habitation and country at not in the leafl retard his pro- 
certain feafons of the year. Mr. grefs. At firfl the bird went a 
Adamfim defcribe^s fome of thofe pretty high trot ; but when he 
he had feen among the burning was heated, he extended hi^ 
fands, on the north ' fide 6f wiAgS as if it were to catch the 
the tftmgaU as iDcred>(>ly large, wind; to which his fwiftneft 
fwift, and ftro^ig. Two boys feemed indeed equal. «* Evoy 
were mounted upon the b^ck of " body, fays our author, .mnft 
one of thtfe gigantic fowls, *• have feen a partridge run; 
not full grown, with which " confeqnentlymuftknow there 
weight it run feveral miles with '' is no man whatever able to 
a velocity exceeding belief, and •* keep up with ,it ; and it is 
^ the fwiftnefs of the fleeteft cour- *• eafy to imagine, that if irt 
fcr. To try the ftrcngth of an ^l ftcp were longer, its fpeed 

** would 
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.. Ther^ have not however.been wanting inftances, where 
whole caravans have been buried under mountains of fan^, 
raifed by the terrible whirlwinds peculiar to this country, at • 
particular feafons of the year. For this jeafon, it is, that the 

• birds, never attempt a paflage crofs the fandy deferts but 

"^ about the folilices, inftinft or obfervation .fb^wing them 

that tempefts are lefs to be apprehended at- thefe times thaa 

' at the equinoxes. Labat aflures us, that the rout the cara- 
vans, take^ and the countries they traverfe,* are wholly ua- 
)caowa to Europeans^ and concealed with the faipe care, 
that the negroes fliew in hiding their mines, aod probably for 
the fame reafons :. a kind, of prefumption, that the danger 
of the journey are confiderably aggravated by the policy of 

' the Moors and Jrabs^ ^ho enideavour to monopolize the 
whole interior trade. . The truth is,^ curiofity alone can 
make the Europeans deHrous of acquiring a perfeA knowlege 
of the. roads to thofe diftant inland countries, as it ^ould 
never turn out to the advantage of trade ; all the commodities 
being purchafed at lefs expence from the caravans, than they 
could be brought to the coafts by the moft frugal and rigid 
Oeconotny of .the i)wfcA, French^ pr Engli/h merchants '. 

We fhall clofe this feftion with a fhort view of tome Of the 
lilands, too minute to be reckoned among the number oiijldndof 
African \^\A%i in. a general hiftoryj and yet well deferving ^^^<>» ''* 
the notice of the reader, by reafon of the peculiar manners ^'''^^'**" . 
of the inhabitants. Before, we could not defcribe them, ^/*^» '*'y 
without interrupting the regular geographical courfe which ^^^'^^'^ -. 

. wepropofed. The iflands we mean,, are Bijfao^ and a cluf-^^^^^. 
ter of fmall iiiands called the Biffagos^ ftanding clofe to thc/,-^^^^ y^; 
continent, a few leagues fouth-eaft of the river Gambia^ and 
in the latitude of 1 1 degrees north. With the former of thefc, 
the Portuguefe and French began to trade very early, afld the 
latter have ftill a faftory, and the fornier a fort on theifland, 
both of them very confiderable in trade. The Dutch like- 

1 Labat, t. i. c. 21, 22. Barbot, ubi fapra. Prevost, 
t. iii. 1. vi. paipm. 

** wpttld be greatly augmented, " have dillaticed the fleeted 
" The oftrich moves. like tlie " race hdrfes in England {^ 



partridge, but with the ad- Whence we may judge of thfeir 

•• vantages of a long ftep, aiid utility, could they be tamed 

" great afiiftance from its witigs, and broke in the. fame manner 

*< and I am fatisfied^ that thofe as a horfe (3 ). 
•* I am fpcaking of would 

(3) Vid. voyage au Siitegel, f*^1* 

Cc % ' wife 
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vAit made feveral attempts to fettle here^ as they have 
done in erery other part of the world, where gam coold hi- 
vitethem ; but nerer met with faccefs. It would be tmnecdr-' 
fary to enlarge upon the nature of the trade carried on by 
the Europeans^ which differs but little from What ive hsie 
had frequent dtcafions to mention, being chiefly "^iSkBiafara 
and the other kingdoms of the continent, /ontfa-eafi of t&e 
liver Gambia ; we (hall therefore proceed to a defcriptioa of 
the ifland and its inhabitants. Biffao is about 3^$ or 40 imiks 
in circumference, having an Agreeable profpeft to the fci, 
from which it rifes by a gentle afcent on every fide, to ia. 

' eminence in the center of the ifland ; diere are, however,'a 
number of hills, inferior in height to that in the middle, atid 
feparated by beautiful and fertile vallies, di'rided by litde 
rivulets, which at the fame time augment the itdhnefs and 
elesance of the fcene. Except little groves of pahns, evc^ 
inch of the ground is cultivated, and produces ^a harreft 
equal'to the moft (anguine wilhes of the hufbandin&n.. They 
have befides, oranges, mangoes, bananas, and every kindbf 
fruit to be found in the warm climates, and perhaps b 
greater perfsAion than in any other place* So rich Is Uie 
Ibil, that wheat and maize fpring up to the flze of *" JiidiEaji 
torn, or rather to refemble a field cbvered over ^vitfi ifte& 
or bamboos, to which the iflanders add another fort of 
gnun, a fpecies of maae which they inake into cakes, 'and 
caMLfonde. Here they do not bake their tbsktt 'into bread, 
as in other parts of Afrita^ but toaft or blU it like rice, 
which Lahat affirms eats ^eafantly with beer. 'Thejcittfe 
of Bijfax^ are of an extraordinary fizc, and feem tx> bear pace 
with the extravagant growth of the corn ; milk and wiae 
are in the greateA abundance ; but it affords bo iwine lur 
horfes, the natives forbidding the former to be iffipl^ed, 
and fomething in the foil or climate renderii^ it unfit 
for the increafe of the kttcr, which nerer thrive here'^«» 

Bissiio is no lefs populous than fertile, and would be ftill 
more fo, but for the perpetual (late of war' the natives are in 
with the neighbouring iflands and kingdoms on - the contl* 
nent; yet norwithflanding their number, they live in cot- 
tages, difperfed up and down the country, wittiout the Idft 
▼eftige of a town, except where the Trench and Portuguefe 
have eftablifhed themfelves ; nor does the emperor's palace 
confift of more than a number of irregular huts, which have 
a communication with each other, fo as to form one intire 
whole. In the Portuguefe town aie about 600 jperfons, all 

? Labat, t. V. p* t3Jt & fe?. 
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<^ WhQm fpeak Porttiguefe, and pretend that they are natives, 
of PorXu£^,SLt leaft defcendants, though their cdmplexioo 
U jet blacky afid their diflike to that natioi^ fixed and invete- 
rate. The dreft of the women coniifts cf a cotton girdle, 
which falls down fo as not to (hock decency, and biacdets o£ 
gla(sy coral) and cop|>er ; but virgins go infirely f^ked ; anf|^ 
if th^. happen tOibe of high. quality^ then* bodies |[uip n\arked 
or psdnted with a variety of hidoon^^piAure^ of fn^^ and 
other reptiles, that gives thei^:: ikin fome refembiance to ^ 
^weredfattio* EyeQ the, princefs. royal berfelf, theelde(| 
claoghtier of the emperor of BiJ/kOf is only dillinguilhed fropi 
^>e othe^ ladies ky the elegance of thofe pointings, and the 
i^ichn^$ o^ her bracelets. As for the men of all ranks^ thc^ 
only, covering, is a (kin fixed behind and before to the girdle^ 
and coming betvu^n their Icg^, (o as to preferve fome fhew 
ofmodefty* One. very extraordinary ornament they wear | 
it is a lai;ge,iron ring^ wijth a flat round furface on the out* 
4d^i inflea4 of ^ Aone, upon which they ring changes with a 
Ipitof iron, ip fi^ch a mannei; as to converfe with the fame 
facility ^ith their caftanets, as by means of the moft po- 
Jiflied language. Ifabat lays, that they wear two rings, on^ 
on each hand, which tbey.ftrike againft each other, fo as to 
firoduce thoie intelligible founds ; a circumftance that Ihews 
the cleamefe of their ideas, and tie ftrength of memory with 
which they are endpwed- Befides thip artificial language^ 
which may pr<^rly be called inftrumental, they have anotheij 
Tocal language, ufed upon all common oc<;aiions ; the former 
|)eing only fpoken by the polite and great. 

All the Eiffaons, are Idolaters, nor has commerce madi^ 
the fioall^ alteration lUx their manners, to wHich they ar^ ri- 
gidly attached ; but their ideas of religion are fo confufcd^ 
that it would be difficult to enter perfeftly into their fyftem. 
Their chief idol is a little image, they call Ciina, of which 
]t would be a hard matter to explain the nature and origin, 
as Its votaries are altogether inconfiftcnt and abfurd, in their . 
diffcjrent tenets. Befides this, every man creates a divinity , 
according to his own fancy ; trees are held facred, and, if 
not adoi^ as gods, they ar^ worflupped as the refideace. of 
ibme divinity "• 

As to their government, it is defpotic, the will of the 
emperor being the law to his people, of which writers famifH 
US with an inftance commonly praftifed in the country, to the 
great emolument of his imperial majefty. This is no other 

than a prefent which one fubjeft makes to the emperori, 

- » 

1 1bid, etiam Prevost, t. iu. 1. 6. c. q^ 
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of the houfe and eftate of his neighbour, upon whicH 
the royal officers take immediate pofleffioa. The pro^ 
prietor dares make no refiftance, and is forced to fet about 
building another, but not before he has obtained leave, tho' 
hifnfelf and family muft live in the open air till that is 
done (E). ' ' • ' 

In truth, the means the emperor has in revenging himlclf, 
and of keeping his people in a flavi'fti fubjeftion, are eafiep 
here than in any other country in the w6rld ; he has nothing 
to I'ofe, iind yet every thing within his dominions may be faiS 
to be his, as his power extends over all men, and all their 
cf&fts. • One day the emperor committed to the Portuguefe 
to guard the body of a flave he had ordered to be hanged 
for fome mifdcmeanour ; an employment which prdperly be- 
longed to his officers : but nothing could prevail on him to^ 
releafe the Portuguefe from this difagreeable office, till thejf 
had fent him a living flave in the room' of the'' diead, iipon' 
which they were fufFered to bury the corpfe.' On another* 
cccafion; two flaves, who had been fold to the 'European 
merchants,' made their efcape,' and were taken by the king's! 
troops^ Equity fecmed to require they fhotild be reftored to 
their matters ; but his imperial majefty gave a different ver-' 
dift ; faying, they had obtained their freedom by having 
once efcaped; that they were retaken by his troOps, and 
again reduced to flavery ; cortfequently wcSre the right of the 
conqueror ; a refinement in cafuiftry, equal t6 what the moft 
llrtfui European counfellor could have fliewn on thji fame oc- 
cafion. One more inftance we ftiall quote of the defpotifm d 
this tyrant. The Sieur la Fxfnd, agent to the French com- 
pany, had purchafed a negro, remarkable for his ikill in play* 
xBg on the hakfo^ a mufical Inftrumerit common to many 
parts of Africa. The fame of this flave reaching the em- 
peror's ears,^he expreffed fo ftrong a defire to have him in 
the palace, that la Fond could not refufe the price offered 
liim, as he knew the emperor would othei^ife take htm 
.by force without an equivalent. But the mulician fobn mad^ 






w 



(E) The monarch of Biffao to know what titles thofe go- 
is ftiled emperor by the majo- vernors bear in thelangaage of 
rity of writers,' and the rcafon the couutry, aiid what titles 
they give is, that the ifland torrefpond with them in th^ 
being divided into feven differ- European languages ; nay it even 
tnt provinces, each has its were neceflary that precifely 
overnpr, with an authority, the fame ideas fhould be annexe- 
owcF, and fplendor, equal to ed to the titles emperor ^3&i, 
:ings. However, to confirm king, in Eurote and Btjffao. 
^J^}& ♦cmwk> it w?re neceflary ^ 
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' ihis deape from the palace, and returned on board the FrenH> 
im^y to the great furprize gfla Fond, who immediately afked 
the reafon why he. had/r»|i. away from his royal matter; tp 
"Which the mufician -replied^ tha^ it was cuilop^ry at court to 
ikcrifice perfoos of his profcffion oi^ the death of the prince, 
that thdy might accompany him in t;he other world ; but 2^ 
he ha4 no incUoation to, leave U^ls life, he chofe.the fervice 
of the white men, who had no fuch 'cruel ^ifage among them. 
Howeyer, he was demanded by the emperor, who was nqt 
afharoed to falfify the verdift he had fo latdy given in' thjs 
cafe of another Have, and moreover to make the frenchman 
pay his full price for having receiyed him. 

At the emperor's death, all his women and flaves, for ' 
ivhom he (hewed the tendered regard, are facrificed and . 
buried near their mailer, in order to attend him in the next ; 
"WOTld : formerly it was cuftomary to bury them alive with 
him; th$ late king had but one (lave buried with him, and 
his prefent majeity feems, fays 2)^ Brm, inclinable wholly to 
ab6li(h the barbarous, cuftom (F)^ Wtien the monarch dies 
:his body is placed on a bier qf ropd^, fii^ely decorated, and 
fupported by four of the chief officers of the cpurt to the 
grave. When they arrive here, the four noblemen prpftratfj 
themfelves on their faces upon the ground, and the bier is 
toQed up feveral times in the air, till it falls upon one of 
them ; this accident being the fignal for eledling him king^ 
ihould the royal blood be undeferving or extindl. 
- It does not appear, either from hiftory or the tradition 
of the people, that this empire has ever been troubled with 
civil wars or difcord, notwithftanding this extraordinary man- ^ 
ncr of elefting their prince, and the difputes that might na;? 
turally arife from it : a circumAance much in honour of thf 
jiumanity, good fenie, and fubmiifipu of the people to ^hei^p ' 
fovereign : however, they are almoft af perpetual vfar,. with 
fome of their neighbours, who are ever making deffijca^uppa 
SiJixQ, or, in their turp, are infulted by the Biffaof^. The 
natives of BiJfagOy Btafara^ aijid all the pther neighbouring 
ftates, are warlike, ^xi<^ fight with extreme bjtternefs and 
fujy, though with little difcipline. As tijeaiies of peace ar? 
not fo much as know;n among thefe nation^, they have no „ 

kind of intjercourfe, q?:cept in war ; fo that no fort of pub^^ 

• ' / 

< I 

(F) It is likewife cuflamajry lajt^s ^p uidance, wherie^ a fa- 

th^t the nobility of the empire ther deiired that his, three fbns« 

have fome oftheir living friends pf .whom he was fond, might ' 

hurled with them, Lalat re- accompany him to eternity (3)/' 
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lie fchcme of pditics is carried on adK>i^ tbciti-;' aifd, fir 
from oftring ^cir mediation, the Europeans find it thar id- 
tfercft to foment their quarrelsi as ^wtf is^ tb<ir* Iflirwft, hjr 
cogmenting the nnmber of flaves. lii general, howeter, 
•dicir incorfions feldom exceed the fpace <rf a week, -wbai the 
, hoftile army retires, with as many prifoners as they oaa ooiAuf; 
and after doing all poffible damage to the enttafty, by bars- 
log, plandering, and laying all wafte, m their i«ereat. Wbea 
jhe Stfaon emperor rrfobes to cairy war into die br^ 
bouring' territories, he orders the Inmbabn to be fcakaaoS^ 
which is the general fignal to arms, on which ^l pNofons in 
the pay of the government affemble theoilellfts at certaiu 
head quarters, always fixed and appointed. There th^ find 
the royal fleet at anchor, which nfnally confifts of thirty 
canoes, each carrying thirty niien, widi all their arms vaA 
provifions, nnder the command of a high adnural ; for it is 
feldom that his imperial majefty pots himfdf at the head cf 
his fleets or armies. Before die fleet fets £dl, facrififies ait 
made, and heaps of viAlms offered to the gods, the flefii of 
which is divided between the court, the pridOs, and the 
foldiers, In this confoltation of the. gods the eoipeiDr never 
£uls of having a favourable anfwer, i^, tfa<i deities bdng of 
wood, it is eofy for the priefts to direft thdr anlwers : and 
hence it is that the army never enters Upon a catnpsdga bot 
with the fulled afTuranceS of fuccefs, which makeft- them fnj^mt 
hazard and fatigue with the utmoft chearfnlnefs and'ahcrity^ 
They then make a defcent with ail poiBble privacy, far* 
round the enemy's towns and villages, carry oJSP the infaa> 
bitants and every thing of value, and then embark before 
tiieir troops have time to aflemble to oppofe them% Of this 
booty a moiety appertains to the emperor, and the ronsuader 
is divided among thofe who have been on tlie attack. The 
' llaves are fold to the Europeans^ except where any of them 
happens to be of quality or fortune, in which cafe he is re^ 
ftored to his friends, on condition that Aey fend a certam 
sitimber of flaves in his room. 

Upom then: return, the heroes of ^he expedition afiiime 
great importance, in confequence of their fervices ; they 1x)afk' 
of the fiats of prowefs which they performed, and go round 
the country, fhewing their wounds, Mid relating the won* 
ders they had done and feen, with a long trmn of prifoners 
behind. Here they do not beat them, as in fome other' 
parts ; but they oblige them to ling the praifes of the con- 
querors; for which they make them prefents of pieces of 
doth and other things, which thofe unhappy perfons Immc'^ 
diately fell in exchange for palm-wme^ their only Qomfort in 
"'. • .. . . .:\ " V • • •; . . their* 



dicir cU(facef& Oa.the other handi whea the ^pedttioo has 
fallen Oxoct of expeAation ia point of honour and profit, thea 
the priibiiers fland the lifque of being facrificed, efpedally 
if the Bijffacm have Ic^ an officer of diitin£tion. Thofe who 
fall upon fuch occafions receive public honours, by dances 
pe ift n o ed to the mufic of tabors, by order of die emperor 
<Mr commaQder in chief. The wcxnen,, who are the prln-!- 
£ipal< perfonners in thefe funeral rites, exprefs their grief 
in a manner extremely doleful and afleAing, pulling their 
iudr^ beating their breafts with fuch violence as to mark 
^eir HciQ sdl over, and groaning in fuch pathetic fiirains as 
cannot be es^preflfed b'y words ; after which, by way of fup* ' 
porting thdr f{Hrits, plentiful libations of palm-wine are 
poured <iowa : when thus recruited they begin their mourn- 
ing with redoubled vigour, and^continue to ftied their tears 
^oft plenti^Uy, till the corpfe is laid in the grave ; after 
"Which their countenances brighten, and they feem to forget 
in an«inftant how deeply they were afie^led. 

Td the above remarks of De Brue's we ihall adjoin a few 
Qbfervationsffom an anonymous writer, whoie journal we find 
in the jiididous Prevq/i*s colleflion of voyages. I'he inha- 
bitants of Btffao, whom this author calls Papels^ or perhaps 
Papas y from the dufldnefs of their complexion, are all idolators 
and heathens, without any knowl^e of the true C^od. As to 
tib&falfe, their number is infinite ; and the confequences of 
being a devotee fatal to a man's family, and ruinous to. the 
public, if firequent ; for all religion confiAs in the number 
^Uid expence of their facriiices, by which the prieils alone 
dre gainers: From what this writer remarks in another 
place, he ^ves room to judge that the people called Papels 
are certain ftrangers, who have fixed their refideace in the 
^xnintry r for his words are, that the Papel men are not foQ<J 
of intermarrying with the negro women. With regard to "the 
^o^ernment of the iiland, he obferves, that the power is 
lodged in the hands of nine governors, who prefide over as 
tkiany provinces ; but eight of them being fubordinate to the 
ninth ; which feems to make the emperor lefs defpotic than 
^e relation of De Brue. At the death of the prince, above 
thirty of his flaves, male and female, are buried with him, 
together with all his gold, ambergrife, filks, and whatever 
ie has elfe of value. The only competitors for the throne 
are the jeapes, whom our author compares to th^ peers and 
nobility of France; but we have reafon to believe, that 
the governors of provinces moH commonly fucceed to ^his 
^onouv^ as his pail is &pported by four of the principal of 
■■• • •. ^ ' . thefc 
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thefc, who are indeed generally, but not always, chofen oct 
of the nobility. 

The emperor's p&Iace is about a league diftanc from the 
point of Biffao^ all the road between being conftantly filled 
With the imperial guards, which are very numeroas^. The 
emperor 'never ftirs out but he is furrounded by tome dioo- 
fands of his nobility, women, and guards, all of them richly 
<ireired and armed, as far as the (kins of beafts, and find; 
furbilbed fcymitars and lances, can make them fo. Formerly 
the Portuguefe had built a fort in Biffko^ which they mounted 
with dght pieces of cannon, to awe the natives, and prohibit 
their trading with (Grangers, or any other ibrdgners but 
thenrfelVes : however, the Bijfaons foon threw off this ferri- 
tude, and now maintain the full liberty of receiving aS 
ftrangers into their ports, who come upon bufinefs of com? 
mcrce, where they enjoy a pafeft fecurity, under proteftioa 
of the emperor. But beforfe they are permitted to land, his 
imperial majefty confults the gckis by facrifices, whether adr 
mitting thofe ftrangers be for the good of t(ie iiland, and 
the intereft of himielf and people ? i 

When De Brue vifited the Fremh feftory in Biffao, he 1 
was received by the Portuguefe governor with the utmoft j 
politenefs and hofpitality ; who, on taking leave, put a fealed ; 
i^rriting into De Brue's hands/ which he defired he would 
pernfe when he got on board (hip. This was no other than 
a remonftrance againft the French eflablifhrnent, which he 
looked upon as an infringment of the exclufive rights of the 
Portuguefe \ but politely avoided all difputes and altercatioos 
while the French direftor had been his gueft. De Brue an- 
fwered this remonfh-ance by a counter inflmment, 'written 
and dated in the road of Biffaoy which he took c^ (hould 
pot be delivered till he had his audience of leave of the em- 
peror, and was under fail for Senegal. The firft founded 
the rights of the Portuguefe upon the exclufive privilege^ 
gi-anted them when they firft erefted their fort ; and the lat- 
ter, upon the revocation of thofe rights \ the privilege now 
granted to all ftrapgers, of trading hither ; <and, laftly^ upon 
the prior claim of the French^ from their having redded at 
Biffao fome hundred years before ; an argument which Mr. 
De Brue deduced from the French arms painted in the chapel, 
which had'all the appearance of being as antient as the walls 
of that building. However, both fides offered their argu^ 
ments with the 'utmoft politenefs and refpeft for each other's 
^ chara^er, and refolved to prevent perfonal wrangling, by 
leaving th^ decifi«Dn of tjje d^fput|;.to t^ CQurts of VerfailUi 
^{i&Li/hon. • , . 

IT 
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' *It is true, that the emperor's kind reception, and the 
promifes he had made to De Brucy confiderably ftrengthened 
his clahi), while they proportionably diminifhed the weight 
cS what had been a^yanced'by thfc Portuguefe governor ; for 
when the former took his leave at court he was a(ked» whe- 
ther he^was fully fi^tisfied >^ith the privileges the French fac- 
tory enjoyed V if not, they ihould be extended, the emperor 
£Eiid, to the utmoft of his wiih. Upon which De Brue 
flii^e the warmeft acknowlegeto'ents, etnd a prefent-to the 
emperor," with Which he feemed highly fatisfied. In the 
feftoty he left a fiirgeon, tvj^o intefpreters, a fufficient num- 
t|er of negro fervants, a bark, a brigantine, and a large fhal- 
k>p, with pilots and feamen, arms, provifions,' and' mei*- 
chantable goqds ; and particularly charged the Sieur Cartaing^ 
the fuperior, to cultivate the friendftiip of the Portuguefe 
governor, and endeavour to extend their trade ; and, laftly^ 
if the ^Portugue/e (Quitted the.ifland, as was then furmifed; 
immediately to take pofleffion of the fort, in the name of the 
Senegal company (P). This was an event which the pene- 
trating De Bfue forefaw, frorrt the low condition of the 
trade, could not be vefry remote 5 add indeed fo it fell out, 
in fpitc of all the endeavours of Don Roderigo, the governor," 
who omitted nothing to fupport the trade that became 9> 
diligent and'faithful agent: - ' ' 

' AftjJk the departure of De Brue^ Rodertgo'hadk taken 
every meafure to engage him to pay the ten per ceht. uport 
^1 goods fold in the idand, which he faid was the undoubted 
tight of the Portuguefe; but he never could {>revail with all 

(P) An article which we 6nd ' ceremonies upon the bapdfm of 

in the Paris Gaxette, No'vemher xYit young prinCe : from which . . 

J 694, may help to tlirow fome it appears, there had been a 

light apon this cpntroverfy be-» firidt amity between the courts' 

tween the French- and P^ort^- K^fLiJbon and Bifaoy at the very 

j^eft. An extrad from a letter time that the French and Portu^ 

from Lijlon^ inferted there, guefe agents were difpotii^g th^ 

incntiQns the arrival at court emperor's favour in his' own 

of BatontOy fon to Bacompoloco, dominions. What circumftances 

emperor of Biffai^ fcnt to Pof- they were that brought about 

tugal to receive haptifm at the a revolution in the affairs of^ 

. ^ands of foQie digniiied pre- the latter, fo favourable to the 

late; and, in return, to afl\\re former,. we a.re intirely un|c- 

thc^P<»r/a/«f/^ of Aie emperor's qii aimed with". This fad we 

leave to build a fort in his do^- only mention, to (bew, that the 

ihinions, and his future protec- Portuguefe had once been thq^ 

tion. Another article, in De- chief favourites. * 

awier following, relates tl\8 






hit artifice ; and a Utik wbik after he va$ recaJIed^ and die 

ffirt abaodooed ; the Portugmjk go?enior ofi Cachao repre* 

i^tiBg to tbe^OQurt of Lifhoi^f that the fort was a charge 

which the trade of- Bija^wns unable to fpf^rt. £h. Mme 

kwft ao tkne in aoqiiainting his ooolUtaents with t]M« traaf- 

a^tioo, which- \ras traofmitted by them to the prefident 

^ Rtmilli^ ambaflfador ia Pertugal. After this. De Brut weat 

himielf to Li/hn^ to join his influence wUh the ^mbaffitdor's^ 

th^ the fort, mig^ be fold to the Senegal compsmy ; ba^ the 

ilQgodiitioo terminated onfuccefafttlly^ and the Partngu^ 

court tt)ok a final cefoludon to demqlifh it; which iv»$ ac- 

cordf i^ly done in Oilober 1 703 ^. Thi$ is all tha^ lufiory 

irelfites of the manners, laws, goyerameati arts^ and cqqi* 

mer^e of the ifland of Biffao^ 

TBi peofk ^^ ^^^ conclude this £eftion with a brief accoum of the 

eal/ed Ba- people called BaknUSy on the cQntiaeat oppofite to Biffca^ 

loBtes de- 9nd <^ the ifland of Bukntt properly one, and the only 

fcribed. f^ie that qacrits a defpriptbn, of the Bijfagoc IflatMls. The 

BaiMtss inhaUt the banks of the river Ge^es^ the chvid of 

which feparates Biffao frcnn the msiin land. Thdr territory 

|s about twelve leagues ii^ l^gtb> and about as, much ia 

br^thi beit^, according to feme writ^^ of a £quar^, an4» 

if vre credit otl^rs, of a circular form. They matntaiun^ 

correfpondence with the other negroes their neighbours, 

either On the continent or iflands ; but live intirdy wrapt np 

s^ftrafled in themfelves. They refufe to intermari^y in the 

■loft advantageous manner with the adjacent nations ; and 

though they kHBjetimes travel beyond their own Iknite, yet 

will they permit no foreign negroes to pafs their frontiers. 

The religioA of the country is idolatry, and the form of 

government republican, a kind of ariftbcracy, the ihte 

being governed by. a few perfons chofen out of the elders* 

}}o flaves are permitted here, at leaft, no Bahntan can be 

enflaved by his countryman; fuch is their love of freedom: 

and indeed their difpodtion feems in every refpeft correfpon- 

dent ; for they are bold, intrepid, and warlike, as the Pcr- 

iiiguefe barks paffing the chanel and their neighbours often 

experience, whoni they often attack and defeat : but then 

they are treacherous, crafty, and thievifli (Q^). Ia the aftioa 

they 

• Labat, t. V. ibid. & feq. Prkvqst» t. iii. L 6.^c. 9* 

(Q ) In the year 1 700 they with canoes to the number of 

had uie boklnefs tp Attack a t}iirty, and each filled with neaf 

French brigantirie of foiir guns, forty men. Happily x^ French 

M4 fi^ fwivch, furrotjnding her obifervcd them time enough to 
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they bad ^th z French (hip, mentioned in the margin, thc^e 
negroes behated >^tfa a courage, next in degree- to fury, ffiain;- 
taining thie a^ion for fix hours, till almoft their whole A4tt 
Was fdi^ by the csannon, and then retiring ^th ttttibleirries 
and howKfigs, more terrifying than theur arra>9^, whith ^^y 
Ihoot with fo much deatterity,. Their afms are ^<l^^0^^/, 
- arrot(r6|' iind iabl^. • ^ 

It is tbe ge&erai opkiiOB, tteit (he Bahnfans have ^gold 
mines' in their (sonntry, on acconnt of which they prohibit 
llrangers from Coming among them?; for they are fenfible 
they wonld rtm <the hazard of heing driven; out of their coon* 
try, or at kaft reduced to~a miferable fervimde, if once aiiy 
other nation got footing among them. This coigcAiire 4s 

• founded upon the following reafonfi ; and the ftrft is, ^hat 
the 'Porf 2/^^ fettled at £^0 found grains of gold ki'the 
flcHnacbs of fome fowls they purchafed-^f the i?^/9«#<si2/; 
•the next, that they pay their « tribute to the monarch 6f 
Kazanumfa in gcdd : and the third, that iheir-gold is difTereht 
-from that of Gakan and Tmka AUra^ althcM^ thsy na^- 
f^n no cori^pondence Ivith any other countftes* As to tHe 

' firft of thefe reafons ; though the French cotild never dif- 
cover ffM hi the'gi»urds of any of the fowls bought 6f this 
•{>eo{de'(becaiife perhaps they pltmdered them from -their 

• B^ghbours), yet fo firmly did the ^PortugtBtefe belieire tho 
€ift, that they sUfembled a large body ii troops at Biffko, in 

'the year 1695, which they landed without oppofifion in-the 
^couritryof i?a/(?«#tf, for the conqudi of the pi-dviAcc. It 
' was theni the rainy feafon, and thefar arms and aitimumttiln 

• were foon rendered tfelefs by the moUtore 6f ^e &t ; aft^ 
whieh the Bahntes attacked them fo vigorouOy with Ihdr 
'^^^j^^ and 'fabf es, like men fighting for fi^dm, ^pro- 

• perty, atid all that was dear to them, that ^ey fbon! foMid 
the Portuguefe^ and forced them to r^ire, "^ilh actefi- 
derable lo(s of* men, and of sdl tkakc aoimisirkidn ^^nd 
ilores^ 

Not far from hence is the ifland di Bajju^ ^nt-Ba^^ 'As 

Labat caU^ it^ about tMrty-five leagues in- circumference, all 

'cov^ed wkh trees, and finely watered with brodcs «nd rira« 

* 

P Labat, ibid. 

/^U'.dieir netthig mth hides,, them, but were aaf efceu :i^ 

. which repelled the firft ihower pulfedby theartmeryandfiiuitt 

«f the enemies arrows, who arins*{4). 
^ ^quently aueinptcd to board 
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lets. The natives are Papels ; vith whom it is daegetp^s 
traffidcing, as nothing can be more treacherous, aud^ aod 
thievifli. } 

Of the South-west of Baffii (land the Bijfagoe ifles, of whidi 

BiiTagoe we call Butam one, though father Labat reckons only uivkr 
i/Umds. this general. name the iflands of Cafudbac^ La GaflittOy Cazf- 
gutf Calacha, Oranguana, and fome others of lefs coniidef- 
ation. From the moilth of the Rio Grande^ fouth-vreft of 
the river Gambia^ to tlse ifland oi- Bulam^ is about m 
leagues. It is about teh leagues in length from eaft to wet, 
and five in breadth frcnn north to fouth, the whpk coat 
l^rdered.with woods, beyond which the country is fertile, 
rich, and beautiful. . It is every-where covered with rice, 
maize, miUet, fruits, and roots, though, the ifland is faid to 
be uninhabited, and cultivated by the nat;ives of the oth$r 
iflands, who come hither in feed gnd harveft time, r^toniuig 
home for the reft, of the year. The ground rifes impercep- 
tibly from the (hore for the fpace of two leagues, which 
prefents mariners with a mofi agreeable profpe^, at the^&Qe 
time that it excites their adoption, and even refeAtmeot, 
to fee fo fine a fpot uninhabited. This afi:ent fenres.as^a 
\ bafe to higher mountains, which ftand in. the: center of ti^ I 
ifland, covered with fine wood, and divided by beautifiil 
valiies, with fo much regularity, that nature, would feemjo 
have been improved by art. M,^ deBrue laid a febemef^r j 
fixing a French fettlement here ; ^ut his attention vras divcrtol | 
from the purpofe, by the necdfity he was uqd^ of takiig 
pofleffion of the fore which the Portuguefe had abaQcioppl 
in Biffiio. One commodity it produces, which might. cer- 
tainly be improved greatly to the advanuge of navi^tioa: 
this is a tree called mchery^ which grows to a great he^* 
is eafily worked, at the fame time that it is ha^ aod folid, 
and particularly adapted to ihip-building, as it is proof 
againft worms ; and the reafon given is, that all its pofts 
are filled with a bitter oil, that probably deters the wonss 
from harbpuring in it ^. 

Each of the Bijfagoe i/lands is governed hy a chief who 
t^es the ftate and title of king. All thofe monarchs are 
perfeftly independent, and frequently at war with each other; 
yiet do they al'vays utyite againft the JBiafarans^ the commoo 
enemy. They har/e canoes that ca,rry from twenty-five to 
forty men, with their provrfions and arms, which arcfatWs, 
and bows and arrows. The negroes of thefe iflands arc tall, 
ftrong, and healthy, though they live only on fiih, DBts, 

3 ^ 

' pREYOST iSf Lasat, ubi fiipra. 
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and palm oil^ chuiing rather to fell. the rice, millet, and other - ' 
jiroduce of , the earth, to the Europeans^ than not to gratify 
their paffion for trinkets and ornaments. In general they are 
idolat^s, cruel and favage in their difpofition, not only to 
ftrangers but to one another, when they happen to quarrel, 
as they frequently do about trifles ; and, if difappointed of 
their revenge, will drown or courageoudy flab themfelves ^. 
As none of the Bijfagoe iflands are inhabited by tht ^ur<ipeans^ 
it -would not be worth while to dwell upon a minute defcrip- 
tionof them; and indeed we are too little acquainted with 
their governaient and, natural hiftory to render fuch an ac- 
count either entertaining or inftru£live. 

SECT. XV. 

Containing a more minute geographical Ifefcriftion of the 
different Kingdoms and Provinces of the great Coun- 
tries 2?/'Zanaga and Biledulgerid, with the Origin and 
Source of the Rivers Niger and Senegal j an Account 

" lof the Manners and Cufloms of the Inhabitant's of 
thefe Nations \ their Wars ^ Trade^ Language^ and , 
fhe Produce of their refpeSiye Countries \ with fome 
Account of their ^raffick with the Nations on the 

, Barbary Coafts in the Mediterranean, by means of 
their Caravans^ &c. 

MODE R N geographers have divided almoft the whok D^rfs tf 
interior continent of Jfrka into two great divifion!^, Zaaraa«/ 
namely, U^per and Lower Ethiopia; the former of which Sarali,€i«Hl 
We have already defcribed iij the fifteenth volume, and as to^-^^^ww- 
thc latter, its precife limits cannot be determined, on account^** ^f^' 
of the difagreement of authors* The greater number of geo^ i^t^^^ 
^aphers^ however, include within this divifion all » thofe ^^uiq^^ 
kingdoms. and fiaces from the pth to the 25th d^rees of ^ 
north latitude, and the loth and nth degrees of eaft ^niG€9grt^ 
-veft longitude, from the meridian of London ; an immenfe of^e 
traft, comprehending an infinity of kingdoms, mountains, <v««ft7* 
rivers, lakes, fome 3f which we have been defcribing, as 
well as our imperfeft accounts will admit of.. Perhaps the Tie Aw- 
inoft diilant boundaries of. the Upper and Lower Ethiopia haui^^ 
jnay be marked by the courfe of the two great rivers, thaty^^ 
interfeft it at right angles ; the Nile running from fbuth Co t^^^^. 
north, and the Niger from eafl to wcfV, the Lower Ethiopia ^»*<T«- 
j^ing contained in the angle made by thefe two rivers, o£ ^ 

I Iid« ibid, ubi fup. 

which 
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(A)' Within this dlvlfion il£ir- 
molf LioJfricanust SanutustDap' 
per, and Others, include half of 
'Nigritiai the iVir>rr dividing it 
into nctfth' and woth Nigriii^i^ 
crNifr0iMuf: die latter cDmpre* 
heading die Iciogdoms bf Af^xr- 

ia^af9, anda variety of others, 
of which we fcarcely know the 
names:. and the former diofe 
kingdoms bordering on the 
north of die Niger j and thofe , 
ilill fard&cr north tOl we come 
to M^recr^t Fix^ ■'^^V/, 7ri* 
foUf Bartu^ and Egypt. 

These 



(B) We declined ciAaxffxg^ 
minutely upon the geogr^y 
and different divificms of tko 
conntry y in* order that we might 
defcrilte tdie fea^ceidls, -the 
MuMpeaM trade, audi tlie ipaB^ 
iiers aii,d .tradq of tfate :M»n 
and jir4tti of this .fre4ig^ 
ua£l(i). 

(C) Spme wrkers place k- 
veral ofthefe provinces within 
the di^iiion oi Biledutgeridr^ and 
defcribe Zahara between the 
kingdoms of Qaoga and Citf- 
lata (a). 



which the coaft is the arc, jneafiiriag.ahout fifteea or:iixt]BeB ] 
d^rees (A). 

. . As we have giTen.an acoooat of the kingdoois {buth tH 
the NigiTf which moft writers call tlie Senegal, we tbiH 
now b^in with a defcription of thofe to'tfae northward, and 
firft with a deferiptton of the defert of Saraa, Zaara, or 
ZtAara^ of which .we have ah*eady fpoJceo in general terms. 
This vaft^nhofjHtable r^on, propeily called Zabara, or dbc 
defert, flretches itfelf from the Atlantic oceaa on. the wefi; 
to the kingdoms and deferts of Bwrca and Nvbia on the 
•eafl, and n'om BUedalgerid. on the nortb,^to.Mgrrfia, or 
the river Senegal on. the fouth (B), comprehending^ ipacs 
of about 500 miles in breadth from north to fouth, and at 
leafl 1500 miles in Icngdi from weibtq^eaIl^ 

The Arabians divide this immenfe traA of land into three 

general diviiions or clafles \ viz, Cahel^ Zahara, and y^fgar^ 

that is, the fandy^ fhmy, and itiarihys. deferts, accordn^ to 

the nature of the foil ; but the moft common divifion kyito 

provioceSy which, according to Mamiolsu[id Leo, amount to 

ten; viz. the two territories of Nun, the deferts of Zan^a^ 

or Senegal, Zaaza, Zuenziga, Hayr or Targa, Lettfta, 

TBema-^ Berdoa^ Sate, and Abguechet{0). 'Other later geographtrSi 

4Lru Mvi' ^vith more accuracy, diftinguifh the -deferts into feven pro- 

/««* viBcesx>idy, underwbicbareeonpiprehended all the inferior 

<jiviiaons4 and thefe are TUmaga, Zuenziga, T4rgaot.Mayrt 

Lempta, or Iguidi, Bardoa, Bornou, uxAXS^/i^a^ 

■ QiiVv. geog^. vid. Afric. Lao ApatCAHys> vid. ,p. ifp 
tc fec[. Marmol, vid. c. x. 1. 1. 
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These provinces are fiippofed to have been formerly inha- 'Manners 
bited by the Getuli and Garamajites^ the former of which ^^^^^*»- 
Avere likewife in pofleffion of Biledulgerid^ or Numtdia\ and ^^itants* 
at prefent, besides thofe nations wie have defcribcd under th^ 
names if Moors and Arabsy it contains other inhabitants, 
called BereberSy or Barbaries, more civilized, ibciabie, and 
refined in their manners, than either the Moors or Arabs, 
"whofe chief charaftcriftic is brutality, infolence, ficklenefs^ 
and a certain fa,vage ferocity, almoft peculiar to them. The 
Barbaries Hve in fixed habitations, are of a traftable difpo* 
Ction, carrying on a commerce with ftrangers, are civil and 
hofpimble, and, generally fpeaking, honeft and faithful to 
them. Their religion as well as that of the ^raix their 
oppreflbrs, is Mohammedifm ; but fo corrupted that little 
of the fundamental doJh-ine can be difcovered among them. 
In dlfFerent province^ they fpeak diiFerent dialers of the Languagtt 
j^rahejk or African language, of which we have no diftinft 
idea ; though we are informed by learned travellers, that the 
analogy between all of them is fo great, as eafily to be re- 
duc^ to the prinutive root, thp^ they are fcarce able by them 
to converfe with each other. The chief commodities cSf tbefe 
countries are camels, hcH-ned cattle, horfes, dtte^, the htProdua 
and feathers of oftriches, and the gum Senegal^ of which "weof the 
have fpoken at latge. On the coaft of Angra, half way ^^«»^^' 
between Cape Blanco and Cape Bajadore, in the latitude 
of 26 degrees north, the Hidil Arabs deal largely in gold 
duft. Af<2r?;2o/ relates, that this Bkewife is the chief branch 
of commerce in which the Diilcim Arabs engage; a people 
equally powerful for their wealth and numbers, atid at per- 
petual war with the Hidils^ their northern neighbours. In a 
country fo )iot and fandy, lying under the third and fourth 
northern blimate, it cannot be expefled the foil fhottld be 
fertile, or the produce of the earth valuable. The beft are Thepro'-^ 
the countries fitnated on the northern banks of the Senegal^ <vinces 
thefe being better watered, peopled, and cultivated, on ^cfi^^^d^^ 
count of the commerce carried on by means of this river, ^^^ ^'^^ 
particularly the kingdoms or provinces of Gualata, Guber^ ^^ Tf'^ 
Zanfar^, Agzade, Cano, Barnou, and Gaoga, which pro--^^'^ 
duce corn, ricej millet, and a variety of fruits ; though, ex- 
cept dates, perhaps little more than is fufBcient for the pur- 
pofes of tlje inhabitants. 

BfisiiMiS the camels and common cattle, this country i$ An animal 
reptiarkablp for a fpecies of dompftic animal, cMtd Adimnaim, ^^^^^d 
bred h^rc jr. great plenty. It is a kind of ftxeep, about the ^4^^" 
fize of ah jaiis, with long hanging ears. The females have '^*^°*' 
horns, but not the males, and the wool of both is foft and 
^ Mod. Hist. Vol. XVIL Dd fine. 
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fine, but ftiort. So ftrong is this animal that it is capsd>Ie 
cafily of carrying a man for feverai miles, and fo gentle that 
it never refufa a burden. It is indeed probably the famt 
kind of flicep fo frequent in fome parts rf America^ 
and efpecially in Peru, which we (hall have occafion to 
defcribe minutely when we come to that part of our 
hiftory. One would imagine, from what we have £iid in 
this and the laft fedlion, that nothing could be faperadded 
to the mifery of the inhabitants, whole lot has thrown them 
upon • this barren, fandy, parched, and fultry fpot erf the 
globe ; yet we find thefe evils aggravated by the iacredihie 
droves of the fierccft animals, lions, tigers, wolves, aod 
other favage devourers of mankind, as well as by tho& 
Wan bloody and cruel wars which are perpetually carried on 
nnitbtbt againft the unhappy negroes, whom the i»/a?rj zxid Arahi 
wegnes. deprive of their liberty, to fupport a trade with the J^ngdoms 
of Morocco^ FeZy and other barbarous arid maritinae flates, 
extended along the fouthern coaft of the Mediterranean^ 
wWlft the negroes content themfelves with butchering^ in 
revenge, all the Zaharians that fall into their hands \ 
JtfreM' Among the natural curiofities of this traft of land, it 
nwsfand would be "unpardonable to omit that fhipendous bank of land 
bmuk. near Ca^ Bajadore, on the weft of Sarah, which flretches 
itfelf abng that coaft, and ^nft which the fea forms b 
ftrong a current, that both water and fend are in a con- 
tinual agitation, mingled together, and throwing up fuch 
prodigious waves, that it refembles, as our author expredes 
it, a boiling falt-f an of a monftrous fize, which fpouts up 
the dirty water to an aftbnifhing and dreadful hdght, when 
MoHw the wind happens to fet againft the current. Travellers alfa 
ments.] make mention of two tombs in the province Azavad^ with 
infcriptions, importing, that the unhappy perfons interred 
there were a wealthy merchant and a poor carrier, both 
periftiing with exceffive thirft, after the former had given the 
latter ten thoufand ducats for one crufe of water, which he 
drank and immediately expired *^ ; while the other did not 
long furvive him, to enjoy the fruits of his avarice (I>}. 

. ^ Bavdrand, fub voce Sarah. Leo ApricanVs, ubifapra. 
« La Croix, p. i. c. 2. §. 10. 

(D) This ftory we find m fercrs, is difficult to conjec- 

D^/>fr and fo^e other writers ; ture, as we are not told that 

but how it came to be known they had any companions. 

that fuch a bargain was made What we mentioned it for was 

between the unfortunate fuf- on account of the infcription. 

To 
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To give the reader the moft diftinft account of this great 0/ thi 
traft of country that our materials will admit of, we fhall/''«w'»^^ 
defo-ibe tlie differeut proidaces and defer^s iato which it is ^f Zana- 
divided, beginning our account with the moft weftem. And S^* 
firft, the ^vin<^ of Zattagat or Senegal, extends itfelf from 
the river of that name^on the fouth, to the province 6f Suz^ 
on the norths bounded on the weft by the Atlantic oceaa^ 
and on the eaft by the territories of Seram^ Sunda, and Z«f»- 
ziga. It contains two deferts^ Jzvo and Taguzza^ or Tag* 
g^y the laft of which produces a prodigious quantity of 
VQck (alt, which is conveyed hence into all the neighbour- 
ing countries, to Nigritia on the fouth^ and the maritime 
ki^[doms on the north : the chief ufe of it in the defert being 
to moiften the mouth, parched with the fultry heat,, and 
preferve the gums againft a fcorbutic diforder, to which the 
natives are fubjeA. The country is. incredibly fatiguing 
and dai^rous to travellers, efpedaUy if the fqmmer proves 
dry, as there is fcarce a drop of water to be found for thirty 
leagues together, and that fo brackilh that it is equally un« 
wholefome and unpalatable. Nor do the cattle fare better, 
as the earth does not yield a blade of grafs, or any thing for 
their fuftenance; which obliges paflengers to carry pron- 
fions for themfelves, and forage for their beafts of burden. 
Befides, the country is fo flat and fandy, without mountains, 
woods, rivers, lakes, or any mark to take a direQion by, 
that it were next to impoiGble for the moft experienced per^^ 
fons to find their way, but for thofe droves of birds which 
we mentioned in the ]aft feflion, which ferve for guides. 
Yet after all, it is inhabited by a great number of different 
nations, the Berviches, Ludayers, Duleyns, and Zenequi, 
feme of which are fo numerous as to raife 10, 1.5, and 20,000 
men; befides a variety of j4rab tribes, no lefs numerous, 
potent, and warlike : nay, more fo, as by force and artifice 
they live chiefly upon the former, and carry off whole diroves 
of cattle, which they exchange at Dara and other countries 
for dates and provifions, the former and milk being their 
chief food. The Zenequi boaft of their nobility and anti- 
quity, like moft other poor and obfcure nations, priding 
themfelves upon thofe things which are not worth difputing 
with them : they even pretend that the kings of Tombuto 
are defcended from them •*. 

The Portvguefe firft difcovered this coaft, in the year Cape Ba^ 
'433» when they ventured to double Cape Nun, beyond jadotc. 
which they had never gone before that time. Thirty miles ^ 

^ Marmql, t. I. p. 24. 

D d i ' beyond 
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beyond or fouth of Cape Nun it Ca^ Bajaddrt, where tlie7 
i»ert forced to flop for fome time,^ beeaafe the oooft, which 
liere projeAs aboQt forty leagues, fc^wrbentted the fet with 
fo ftroog ft reflux, that it drove them back, the banks of 
fimdy which rofe to a great hetght, terrifying the feamco 
from keeping clofe lo the (hore ; and it was nnufual in thofe 
days to lanoch far into the ocean. Thirty leagues fiarther» 
on the fame weftem coaft, is t^ flat fliore called L&s lUtvmy 
on account of the great quantity of fifh the Portvguefe^ found 
there ; and about twelve leagues ftiU farther (both the coaft 
to which they gave the xaxxffiDe ks cavaligros, l>ecaufe there 
they had landed fbme borfes. Twelve les^ues farther fouth 
the ksi forms a kind ofchanely which diey called the Coidik 
Mwiry oc Rw del Or^ having received a great qnantity of that 
|M«dous metal here, in exchange for feme Moorifi^ prifoners 
they fet at liberty. TJiis was the flrft gold from this coun- 
try th^t had ever been feen in Portugal. About die &ne 
difhnce ^sirther fouth is the bay of Sintta^ which leads to 
the port of CavaUero % and about thirty leagues feither 
&%ndM Cape Blanco, difcovered Jnno 1441, lying, as we have 
faid, in nearly the 21A degree of north latitude, die fea 
iifcwirid, fUling in more eaflward, fo as to form a kind of curve to 
the mouth of the river Senegal. About thirry-fxve miles far* 
ther (lands Arguim, formerly called in the aggregate the 
fexHn fockif but each> difltnguiflied by a particul&r name: 
thefe we have already deferibed, and (hall thorrfore proceed 
to the next ptx>vinee fouth of Zanaga ^. 

Leo and Marmol 'ive this territory the name of Gitalaitf^ 
HkiA the fame has been pi^ferved by modem geographers, 
though they all difagree about its right (ituation and boun- 
daries. Cualata h^s Zanaga on the north, the river Senegal 
on the (buth, the provincfcs of Sunda and Zaenziga on the 
eaft, and the Ailantic ocean on the weft. The country is 
poor, fandy, and barren ; hath only ibme inconfiderable 
Plages and mean hamlets fcattered up nnd down r com and 
fle(h are intolerably Icarce and dear ; the inhabitants, called 
Benait^ rude and unpoiifhed, though civil and courteous 
eiK>ugh to thofe who trade with them ; in a word, they are' 
4 mi^rable and defpicable people, doomed to a poor, a bar- 1 
barons and favage We, in one of the worft foils and- climates 
under heaven. They have neither learning nor laws, though 
they live by confent under the direftion and authority of 
cheyksy or chiefs, and in their commerce make ufe of the 
Areinc notation. In general, both men and women have a 

*" LeoAfric. p. i8k La C^of}t, t, ii» part. i. c. 8. p. i. 
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namnd flqrtiefs and modefty, if we may attribute to bafi&fal- 
nefs that umverfal cufioiii of covering their faces with yetk. 
This at kaft isthe reafon affigned by Marmoi for this prao^ 
face, which we had rather explain by conreniency ; tTtt- 
perience havhig taught them to defend their eyes and facds 
^igamft the fun-beams, refleAed vi^th great force by the 
^white fand that covers the fsice of the whole country. Wc 
^are told, that formerly they liv^d under a monarchical govern* 
xnent^ and had then- own ele^ive kings; but ho^ tb^ 
came to be reduced to their prefent ftate of anarchy biflot^ 
is filent ; and indeed there is little moi-e ^n the alfertiofis 
of Leo Afri^anusU in proof that their fitvation has ev«r 
been difierenL Though tiiey live, acedrding to Dapper^ « 
life perfectly free from the reftr^nt of all governtxient, yi^ 
•ihc Portuguefs writers affirm, that all thefe provinces were 
£rft fubj^ to the kings of Zanaga^ and now the monarch 
of TombutOy who however does not pretend to govern them 
hy a viceroy, or to alTume any othdr domimon o^r ibetii 
than the exadlion of a finall tribute. During their monar- 
chical ftate they had a capital of the fame name ivAih the 
province ; af prefent their chief village, for toWns they haVe 
. none, is called Hoden^ which ftands^ if we may credit Si* 
nutusy about fix days journey from Cape Bbnca, on a dif- 
ferent fpot from were the old capital Gttakta Aood, thef prk- 
cife fituation of which is not knoi^. N$thn confifts of a 
few cott^es, aflembled or rather huddled together, without 
form, method, walls, gates, or any thing that can give k 
the air of a capital, or inde^ of a place inhabited tiy/rational 
beings. The people, are fond of the Zangay or Sangay ko- 
guage ; they wor(bip fire ; and once a coniidei^ble trade had 
been carried on with the neighbouring provinces, and eVea 
with the kingdoms of Morocco and Fez on the north, and all 
the countries along the Niger on the fouth and eail. The 
inhabitants of Hoden live letter than thofe of the other parts 
of the province, having goats, camels, and oftrkhes in abuil* 
•dance, the ^gs of the latter being efteemcd the moft defi- 
xious food : but they are rather more expofed to the de- 
vaftations of lions, tigers, and other fierce animals, bred 
in greater numbers tere than in almoft any other place in 
Africa^ ^ \ 

As to the province or defert of Zuenziga, it is ftill, lifbi Afiri 
|)offible, more dry and barren than either Gualata or ^^-tf/Ztten* 
nagi, and nature would feem to have exerted hcrfelf in ren-^iga^ir- 
4ering it the moft inhofpitable of all countries, and the inha- '^"^ 

f Lto Apric^ p. 4. « Aoa; fup. citat 
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bttants the moft wretched of the human kind, it is boooded 
by the two former provinces on the weft, by Tmarges and 
Zanzara on the eaft, by the river Senegal or the defist cf 
Chir on the fouth, and on the north by Sunda^vavi the defert 
of Cogden ; thefe limits however not being intkciy agreed 
upon by geographers, neither Jfrican or European^ andc&t 
or modem. AU merchants going from Tremecm to the 
kingdoms of TmAuiOy Agades^ or Uzza^ and other fouibem 
or fouth^eaft countries, are obliged to pais through this pro- 
vince in their rput, by which we may nearly fix its fttuadon, 
and the hardfliips thofe travellers muft undergo in fucfa a 
journey. We are told'indeed, that of large caravans feldom 
ludf the number dther of m&x or beafts ever return, mc^ 
of them dying of thirft, hunger, fatigue, or under the whirl- 
winds of fand, with which th^ are over-whelmed and fmo- 
tbered. This happens more particularlyin the deferts of Cog" 
deny where, for nine days journey, hardly the fmalkfl brook, 
fountain, or pool, is to be met with, except it has laidy 
' rained ; and even then in fo fcanty a quantity as Icarce to 
moiften the lips of parched travellers. The inhabitants of 
this diftrift are partly native Africans and partly Arabs f be- 
tween whom Leo and Marmol conftantly make a difierenoe ; 
the latter exaft a kind of tribute of the Seguelmeffans^ sl peo- 
ple of Biledulgeridy for fome land of theirs, which they cul- 
tivate, and there breed an incredible number of cattle^ with 
which they wander for frefli pafture as far as the kingdom 
Tguid, They likewife breed, a great variety of beautiful 
horfes ; and are fo expert horfemen and warriors^ that th^ 
lure become formidable to the princes oi-Barharyy who chiefly 
Hady to keep on good terms with thefe wild Arabs • nor are 
they l^fs dreaded by the negroes, whofe inveterate enemies 
they are ; making them« prifoners on all occafions, and M- 
ing them, as any other commodity, to the people of Fez^ 
MoroccOj and other kingdoms of Barbary^ in return for 
wliich they are treated iiy the negroes with no more huma- 
|uty, who mangle their bodies, and, if we may cr«lit Da^ 
♦ fer^ broil and eat iheir prifoners. Both Arabs and Moori^ 

and indeed all the inhabitants of this country have little other 
food than milk and dates, which they import in gr^at quan- 
tities from J?//^t/tt/^/jrw/\ 
P$firtof North of ^uenziga is the territory of Sunda and the 
Cogd*n. defert of Cogden^ juft now defcribed, and Azured, together 
with Seram, differing from it in nothing, with refpeft taihc 
fov<lge difppfition of the iohabitanu and poverty of tie 

country^ 
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cooniry.' In the defert oiAzuredy which De Lijle places in 
a* I degrees 19 mioutes north latitude, and i^ longitude, 
fhere is, however, a large lake of brackifli water, formed by 
the rains which fall daring th^ three wet months. This alone 
^ft is that renders thefe deferts more fupportable than the 
preceding V 

We next come to the province or defcrt of Twarga^ D^ftrt of^ 
Targa, or ff ay r^ the firft of thefe names being given itTargaar 
from the people, the> fecond from the defert itfelf, and the Hayr. 
laft from itsxapital ; thoagh j4fricanus denies, that there is a 
city in the province, or indeed a village of that name. It 
muft be owned, that nothing can be more dark, perplexed, 
«id defective, than the accounts which writers give of all 
tliis interior part oi Africdy where they feem to ipeak more • 
apon conjeAure than authority, and to be obliged rather to 
a fertile invention than to travel, or the ftudy of the beft hiAq- 
rians, or rather of the globe and charts. This in general 
we are afTured of, that the province of Targa is kfs barren, 
dry, deiort, and fultry, than any of the pr^eding ; that it 
has a variety of good wells for frelh water, dug deep in the 
ground ; that the fand produces feveral kind^ of culinaiy 
vegetables, and fome grais ; that the climate is wholelbm.e ; 
and that great heaps of manna are gathered here, particu- 
larly on the frontiers towards Agades^ which the negroes 

. coUefb in calaba(hes, and export \ox fale to the neighbour- 
ing kingdoihs. They alfo diflbhe it in the water where 
they boil thdr food, and efleem it cooling and wholefome, 
infomuch that to this they attribute their being more healthy 
than the inhabitants of Tombuto^ although the air and cli- 
mate are deemed inferior in quality. The Arabs and Bar^ 
bars^ as they are called by Marmol, drive a great flave-trade 
with the northern kingdoms, and in this confifls their prin- 
cipal wealth ^. 

South of Targa is' theMefot of Agades, taking \tsDefirto/ 
name from a neighbouring kingdom, of which we /hall Agades. 

' fpeak below ; and a little farther fouth ftands the kingdom 
of Janfaraf which begins to aflume the face of a fertile 
country, producing corn, rice, Turkey wheat, coffee in 
abundance, and even gold, according to fome writers. The 
inhabitants are of a jet black complexion, a hideous afpeA, 
their faces large, flat, and frightml ; but tall, ftrait, and i 

weil-fhaped in their perfons. It hath a metropolis of its j 

own name, fituated under the twelfth degree of eaft longi- * 

tude, and feventeen and a half north latitude. Of late years 

* Saudrand, fub bac voce. ^ L«o Afric. p. 245. 
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it hath beeD fabdued by the king oi Tombuto^ who cmied 
the natural princes to be inlimnanly p6ifoned;' and many of 
his fubjeAs barbaroully cut to pieces, after their fnrr^id^ii^ 
at difcredon; a cuftom commonly praflifed where«cva* any 
of the Arabs or Moors fall into the hands of the negroes. 
Kingdom Farther fouch, and lying a great way eaftward, fiaad the 
0^ Guber. kingdoms of Guber and Cano^ towards the northern banks of 
the river Sinegal, or rather the Niger ; for they lie eail of 
the lake Mabeira^ for fome hundred miles (£). Some writers 
affirm, that the river pafTes through the cuddle of thefe king- 
doms, fpUtting them into fouthem and northern divLGons ; 
•which is a little improbable, as every part of each is governed 
by the fame laws, the fame monarch, and the fame cuftoms ; 
a thing unnfual among negroes, who, for the mod part, 
make mch a barrier the extreme frontiers of thdr dominions. ! 
The northern divifioh of Guber runs, we are told, alixiofi 
300 miles eaft of GogOj and is parted from it by a vaf): deferr, 
totally deftttute of water, and forty leagues diftant frwn the 
Niger. It is furrounded by high mountains, and its village, \ 
wbich are numerous, are inhabited by fliepherds and other I 
hetdfmen. It abounds with rice, millet, barley, and puile, | 
is well ftocked with cattle of various kinds and iizes ; hath i 
-feveral ingenious artificers, particularly linnen and cottoa \ 
weavers ; and in fome parts of their drcfs refemble the old 
Romans^ efpeclally in the tunics and fandals, which are 
direftly of the fame form. Whence they derived this we 
are at a lofs to conjefhire, unlefs from the Galias, a nation 
• of the Upper Ethiopia, of which we have fpoken in the 1 5th 
volume, luppofed to be a branch of the ancient Gauls, who 
might have borrowed it from^ their conquerors, the Romans, 
All the fields <rf" the fouthern Guber are overflown at the in- 
undation of the Niger, which rifes annually like the Nile ; and 
the natives have the fatisfaftion of feeing an early and plentifal 
crop widiout farther trouble. Leo Jfricanus ^ fays, that 
here is a capita), inhabited by fix thoufand families, amoi^ 
whom arc many rich merchants, who trade to all the king- 
dloms on the fouth and north ; nay, even as far as the MeS* 

* P. 2SZ. 

(E) We have retradled an ever, that the reader may hayfr 

opinion we advanced concern- the arguments advanced by 

ing the Senegal and Niger being thofe of a contrary opinion, we 

the fame riverj as we have fincc ftall fabjoin to this fcftion La- 

carefully perufcd Mr. Bolton's hat't accouBt of the origin of 

accurate map?, and the beft the Niger. 
TtiHcb^kiADuuh s:\ax\fi. How- 
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terranean aod the banks of the lied Sea. In this writer's 
time Izchia, king of Tombuto, flew the monarch of Guber in 
a pitched battle, made eunuchs of his fons, kept his court 
fome time in the conquered kingdom, and afterwards 
governed it by lieutenants or viceroys, who tyrannized over 
the people, opprefled and impoverilhed the merchants, nobi- 
lity, and wealthy part of the nation^ which, with tlie pro- 
digious number of prifoners wiio were fold for flaves, re- 
duced the kingdom to Its prefent abjeft condition. 

Cako, through which the Niger is. fuppofed likewife to Kingdom 
pafs°*, dividing it into fouthern and northern divifions, ore^Caiio. 
rather, by the defleftio;i the river makes, into two Idngdoms, 
Handing eaft and weft, is of prodigious extent, ftretching 
caftward for the fpace of 500 miles. In the very center of 
the kingdom ftands a city of the fame name, in latitude 
"ijo 30', and longitude 12** 10' eaft of London^ which pre- 
cifely afcertains the fituation of the kingdom. The walls 
and houfes of this capital are built wixh loam and clay, in a 
neat and commodious manner : thcin habitants are merchants 
chiefly; rich, induftrious, and bofpitable: but, in general, 
the people are herdfinen and hulband men, dwelling in vil- 
lages thickly ftrewed over the face of the country. However, 
like- all the other kingdoms of Lower Ethiopia^ it hath ita 
defer ts and faridy barren fpots, though frequently a moun- 
tajn^ beautifully cloathed with wood, refrefhes the eye, fa- 
tigued with fo defolate a profpeft, and furniftie» the weary 
traveller with a cool draught of pure and wholefome water ; 
a thing more precious thai^ gold in thofe ill-fated countries. 
In thefe woods are likewife great ftore of citrons, oranges, 
and wild lemons, moft delicious and welcome to the parched 
peafant; which circumftances fet Cano far before all the 
other kingdoms of Ethiopia that we have yet defcribejd, and 
indeed upon a footmg with moft of tlie provinces of JbiJJlnia 
and the Higher Ethiopia. The monarch of Ca7io had for- 
merly been potent and formidable to his neighbours, on 
account of the large ftanding armies of horfe which he 
always kept : but he has fince been tributary to the kings of 
Zegzeg and Caferta, who were afterwards treacheroufly flaia 
by Izchia^ king of Tombuto, a prince the moft artful and 
infxdious of his time. He had here infinuated himfelf under 
the moft fpecious pretencies, by a deep policy, into their moft 
intimate confidence, which terminated in their ruin. He 
then waged war with the king of CanOy whom, after a long 
ijege, he took, and, obliging hjm to marry oneof hisdaughters,^ 

f Bavdrand, fttb voce. ^* 
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reinftated him in the throne, on condition that he fliould 
pay into the trcafury of Tcmbuto a third of all his tribntes, 
(ays Leo Jfrkanus ; for the receipt of which tbetr ambaffa - 
dors conftantly refided at both courts. From this expref- 
fion we are at a lofs to determine, whether it be meant that 
a third part of the tribute received from other dates, or <Miiy 
a third of that paid to the kings of Zegzeg and Cafenay be 
meant J^. The kingdoms of Cano and Guher properly bdoi^ 
to Nigritiay or the fouthern fide of the Niger ; biit as geo- 
graphers place fome part of them on the north/ it was 
thought convenient, for the more complete view of the 
whole country, to give an account of them here. 
Prwima On the north fide ol the Senegal and eaft of Targa are the 
^Lemp- province of Lempta and defert of Tguida% the former, ac- 
ta and cording to geqgiaphers, being the name of the infaa'tetants, 
^/^5 9f and the latter of the province. In proporticm as we go eaft- 
Yguida. ward from the fea-coaft, the kingdoms of Africa arc Icfs 
known to Europeans .-'and all that is related of Tgui^a, is, 
that it is more barren, miferable, and defert, than any rf 
the preceding ; that it is dangerous to travellers, not only 
by the exceifive heat of the climate, the fcarcity of water, 
and the^ fand tornados, which frequently bury them alive, 
but from the favage and brutiih ferocity of the people. They 
are a race of native Africans ^ who rob, plunder, and deftroy 
all that come in their way ; but their rage b more efpedaliy 
levelled againft the Guer^elansy a nation to the northward, 
and feparating Tguida from Barbary, To this country' 
which they affirm to have been a province of Tgmda^ they 
Jay claim, never omitting an opportunity of deflroying the 
inhabitants with the moft barbarous fury, as if they would 
terrify them into a fubmiffion ; though in faft they take the 
moft ef^bftual meafure to ftecl and harden them againft the 
yoke of fudi mcrcilefs tyrants. Through this inhofpitable 
^ region the caravans from Con/iantina, and other towns of 

Algiers and Tunis, to Nigritia, are forced to pafs, equally in 
danger of perifliing by thirft, hunger, and the fword ; yet 
fuch is their attac*hment to commerce and love of money, that 
they intrepidly encounter all thofe hazards and difficulties. 
Kngdom The kingdom of Agades is placed by Leo Afrtcarms and 
0/ Agzdts^Marmol direftly eaft of this Tguida, though moft modern 
different geographers, and particularly Baudrand and De Lifle, defcribc 
from the \i fouth and fouth-eaft of it, feparating the deferts oi Lempta, 

k^^^ ^^'^^ ^^' ^^^ fouthern divifion of Yguida, from the kingdom 
tbut name, ^f q^^^^ q^ ^j^^ ^^ j^ j^^^ ^^ kingdom of Bommi on the 

« Leo Afric. p. 253. a, b. 
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liorth-fiorfh-eaft the defert of' Lempta, and kingdom or pro- 
TOice Tguida, on the fouth Cano^ and is furrounded on the 
weft by the provinces Zapara, Cuber^ and a large nartielefs 
lake, north of the Niger ^ and joined to it by a river. This 
province is divided into two diftrifts, the northern called, 
•on aocoont of itsbarrennefsy the Defert y and the fobtherny pro- 
^lific in grafs, com> and cattle. Indeed nothing can be more 
oppofite than the face of thofe two diftriAs, the one cloathed 
^with a perpetual verdure, well watered, and moderately 
cool and, temperate; the other fandy, fultry, and the few 
ihrubs and blades of grafs it. puts forth fcorched up and 
burnt by the fun, whofe beam^are reflefted with fuch heat, as 
to be intolerable to the eyes of travellers. Mr. De Lijle men- 
tions three confiderable towns in the fertile divifion, viz. 
jigadf the capital of the whole province, Deyhtry and S^ec- 
manai little inferior in wealth and populoufnefs to the me* 
tropolis. He alfo obferves, thztfena is produced here in^ 
great abundance ; m which article and manna confifts the 
priodpal trade of the natives*. The fouthern inhabitants 
feed vaft droves of cattle of all iizes and denominations : 
they live in the open country, and, for the conveniency of 
pafture, wander about, like the Arabs ^ from place to place, 
'Where they build flight huts for theiKcaiion, without regard 
to order or conveniency. Agad^ the metropolis, or Ande- 
gajly as the Arabs call it, ftands in a valley between two 
high mountains, and at the fpring head of a namelefs river, 
that waters the whole fouthern country by innumerable little 
ilreams and rivulets, that either flow from it or difcharge 
themfelves into it, at laft emptying itfelf in the lake De 
Carda^ and after diat in the Senegal p. La Croix fays, that 
the inhabitants are chiefly merchants, and ftrangers fettled 
there, who have enclofed the town with walls, and built 
their houfes in the Morefco fashion. There are befides a 
great number of artificers and foldiers, with the prince's 
guards : for though this monarch is faid to be tributary to 
the king of Tombuto, yet he prefervcs the ftate and fjiendor 
of a defpotic, powerful, and independent prince. He is 
even faid to be dependent on Zuenziga ; though we think 
this improbable, confidering the vaft deferts which part 
them, and that a tribe of Arabs in this province aflume to 
themfelves the prerogative of depofing him, whenever they are 
cliflatisfied with his conduA and government. In this we 
fear La Croix has either indulged his imagination, or miftakes 
iJie geography, fmce we. are able to find no authority oti 

« Vid^Gcog A nc. ubi fup. » La Croix. 
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which to ground his aflcrtion, though he vmald ieem to be 
right in his topography, placing it, with Marmol, j^rica- 
tnUf and the French charts, in the latitude of l8 d^rees 
50 minutes north, and longitude of 12 d^ees 36miuites 
eaft. 
Pnvtnci Berdoa, fituated exaJUy north*eaft of Agades^ b the 
^Bcrdoa. next province, having Faifin and Barca on the north. Cam 
and Agades on the fouth-weft, NxAia on cheeaft, and Bmu^ 
nou on the fouth. This province AretxiieS fnim the 16th to 
the a 2d d^ree of eaft longitude, and comprehends' a fyace 
of three parallels, that is, irom the 20th to the 23d dcgite 
of north latitude, and beyond, if we reckon a dreadfid 
defert, which extends to the 24 th degree. The prcnrince 
has taken its name from the capital, which lies dinefHy under 
the tropic of Cancer, though De Li/k fays, that the oiiginai 
name of the inhabitants was Bardoaits ; and fo &r ^ Irom 
having a fixed metropolis, they have no towns at all, bat live 
in tents, on the plunder of merchants an.d paflengers. He 
acknowleges indeed, that on the weftem fronder, almoft 
under the tropic, there is a town or city called Arcan, near 
the borders of l^mj^a, and another farther north, named Jto 
dan Mahakt. Under 24^ 36^ the fame geographer ptiaoes a 
third town, which he calls Medheran If a : on the north of 
which are the wells which fupply both it and the fturro^ind- 
ing country with water. Near the mountains which form 
the northern barriers between this province and Tripoli^ or 
lather Faifan, ftands the town oiKak, where are kept U^tac 
confiderable fairs, whither refort the merchants from every 
part of Zaara^ or Sarah, the kingdoms on the north and 
louth of the Niger, and the nations bordering upon the Me* 
diteranean fea, with all the wealth of their feveral coun- 
tries 9. This whole northern diflri^ is occupied by a peo- 
ple called Levata, or Lebetai, who five moftly in tents/ al- 
though they have three fmall town^, called Ainl, Ain, and 
Cats, belonging to them. However, what M. DelAJle intends 
more properly for the province of Berdoa is confined within 
narrower limits, north of the tropic, containing only five or 
fix villages and three cafUcs. In general the country is dry, 
barren, and prodadlive of no one commodity that merits a 
particular defcription. 
Kingdom With the river Niger on the fouth, Berdoa on the north, 
•/ Bor- Agades on the weft, and Gaoga on the eaft, ftands the pro- 
nou* vince or kingdom of Bomtm, extending from 12 to 22 de- 
grees of eaft iongiiude, and from 17 to 21 degrees of north 

^ D6 LiSLB, ihidL^ 
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kdtude. The northern part is poor, and of a piece vith 
the other provinces of Zahara ; but all the reft, \irhich is 
the greater part, is well watered by fprings and rivers, that 
tninble deiMrn with a dreadful noife frbm t>he mountains, ren- 
der the country prolific in com, grafs, and fruits, and give 
a jideafing afpeft'; the very reverie of any thing we have 
lately beheld ^ Both extremes, the eaftem and wefiem 
fronders, are inhabited by a people of a roving difpofitiony 
who Kve in tents, have thdr women, children, and every 
thing befides in common, the word property, or anjT idea 
equivalent to it, being utterly unknown; without reli- 
g^, laws, government, or any degree of fubordination ; 
and from hence they htive been fuppofed by a famous geo- 
grapher t6 be the lineal defcendents of the Garomantes^ and 
this to have been the rcfidence of that people*. The eaftem 
aod weftern frontiers are divided into mountains and vallies, 
which to the eye of a traveller has a very agreeable effeft, 
all of/jdiem covei^d with docks of cattle, fields of rice an4 
inillef, and many of the mountains with wood, fruit trees, 
and cotton. In hot treather the natives, who are almoft to • 
a man (hepherds and huft)andmen, go naked, except a ftiort 
apron before; which they wear out of regard to modefty ; 
but In the winter they are warmly cloathed with the fofteft 
fhecp-fldns, of which they alfo form their bed-doaths : and 
indeed this is fcarce a fufficient defence againft the incle- 
mency of the weather at certain feafons of tlic year, when a 
cold pierdng wind blows from the northern mountains, that 
chills the blood in proportion as the pores of the body have 
been opened by the late fcorching heats. Baudrand and 
Dapper * affirm^ that the natives are but a degree fuperior to 
brutes in their underftanding and manners, having no names 
or appellations whereby to diftingaifli each other, except 
what they derive from fome pcrfonal defeft or peculiarity, 
fuch as lean, fat, fquinting. hump-backed, lank, lame, fcab- 
by, or fome fuch epithet. They do not acquaint us whether 
to this adjcftive they add a noun, as it is highly probable 
they do ; in which cafe we fee not how fuch a praftice (hould 
merit the fevere cenfure paHed upon their un4erftanding, as 
it is not peculiar, but has been common in ail ages and iti 
all countries of the WQrld. In the. towns, it is acknowleged, 
that the people arc fomewhat more poliftied and refined ; 
and towards the fouth, it is allowed on all hands, they have 
towns and regularly formed focleties, though of what parti- 

.- ' ■ •' 

^ Leo Afric. p. 255. • CLUVE^.geog.' ' * BAir»s 

DRANO, p. 205. Dapp«r, ibid. 
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cular nation we know not. Here they are tradable, foHte, 
and hofpitablc ; and a great part of them artificers aund iner- 
chants» of all countries and complexions, which has probo* 
biy occaiioned the improvement of their manners. From 
this particular, related by the hiftorians and geog^raphers 
quoted in the margin, we learn, that their government is 
in general monarchical : for they affirm, that the king is fo 
rich as to have all his hon(hould furniture, and even his 
fiirrups, fpurs, and bridles, of (olid pure gold : whenee we 
may infer, that either a great traffick in the precioas metal is 
cairied on here with the diftant countries, that Bornou itfdf 
produces gold, or at leaft that fome of the neighbouring 
kingdoms do, from whence it is imported hither. On &e 
north-weft ftands the mountain of Tanton^ rich in good iron 
mines ; and on the fouth flows the Niger^ whidb,^ after 
running a great number of leagues under a IcMig chain of 
mountains, rears up its head again, and mingles its ffaream 
with the waters of the \3^<tBamou in its courfe, from whence 
WLfiakt 9f it waflies the walls of the capital of this province. To own 
jngra' the truth, we are rather of opinion, that the Niger has its 
^n. origin in theie mountains, at the fame time that this is con- 
trary to the aflertions of ^t African geographers, and of the 
Europeans who have implicitly copied them \ What cor- 
roborates this conjecture is, that no river has been traced 
eaft of this ridge of mountains, except the Nile^ which runs 
in a difierent courfe from north to fouth, and the White 
Kiver, on the weftern frontiers of Abiffinia^ which, flows in 
the fame direction with the M/f, and is in faft a branch of 
it, that again falls in with it near Sennar, But not to infill 
too warmly upon what at beft muft be a conjeAure founded 
upon defedlive charts, we fliall clofe this account of Bornou 
with obferving, that its capital is confiderable eity of the 
fame name with the province, befides which there are the 
towns of Atnozen, Sagra, and Semegonda^ all of them to the 
northward of the metropolis, and to the eaft ward thofe of 
Ncbriiia and Saoia. Of any of thefe towns there is very litde 
known, and fome writers have gone fo far as to queftion 
their exiftence. Baudrand, however, fays, that the capital is 
fituated on the northern bank of the Mger (which even this 
high he calls the Senegal), and drives a brifk trade with all 
the furrounding countries, it being the only place in the 
whole province that merits the name of a city, all the reft 
being open towns or large, villages ^» 

* Aa£l.ciut. ibid. " Bavdkanb, fub voce Borno. 
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• We come now to defcribe the laft and moft eaftern province Of the 
of the vart defert of Zaara or Sarah, called by the natives pro'vinceof 
aad all geographers Gaoga or Kaughga^ Handing contiguous Gaoga. 
OQ the eaft to Nubia^ and on the north.to Egypt, with which 
we began our hiftory of this quarter of the globe. Gaoga is 
bounded on the weft by the kingdoms of Bornou and Berdoa^ 
oa the north by part of the latter province, an'd on the fouth 
by the kingdom of Gorham^ which, with Medra to the weft, 
and Gingiro and Majac to the fouth, are commonly placed in 
the divifion of Upper Ethiopia. Leo Afrkanus fays, that 
Caoga is divided from Corham by the Barelahaid river, 
which falls into the Nile, or by the Mger ; yet it muft be 
acknowlegedy that its boundaries are by no means precife, as 
the Niger has never been traced beyond that chain of moun- 
tains eaft of the lake Bornou, and fome geographers doubt 
the exiftence of any fuch river as Barelabaid, This grovince 
is reckoned 1 80 leagues in length* from north to fouth, and 
about 160 from eaft to weft, where broa4eft, extending it- 
felf from the 19th to the 29th degree of eaft longitude, and 
from the 1 2th to the 22d and beyond of north latitude. The 
chief and only city in the whole kingdom is Gaoga, ftanding 
on the north Ude of a lake of the fame name, in latitude 15 
degrees 40 minutes, and longitude 25 degrees 30 minutes 
caft'> which is all We know of either. Some writers, how- 
ever, mention a city called Kiika,^. and include it within the 
limits of this province, though it belongs in faft to the pro- 
vince of Kovar, lying north of it, near the frontiers dE Egypt ; 
6f which we know nothing, as no travellers have ever pener 
trated that country fo far as to make any conftderable dif- 
coveries. The kingdom of Gaoga is moftly mountainous, 
the natives rude and illiterate, without cloaths, without 
arts, and every thing but the ihape that diftinguifhes huma- 
nity. They dwell in poor flight hovels, of materials fo com- 
buAible, that they are frequently fet on fire, the flames com* 
mumcadngfrom hut to hut, till the whole face of the country 
is burnt up. More probable it is, that they deflgnedly fet fire 
to their dwellings in removing from one part of the country 
to another; for we find it difficult to conceive how the fire 
(houid fpread among hamlets fo difperfed and fcattered. 
They feed large herds of cattle, both fnvill and great, 
which are indeed iheir principal care and wealthy as well as. 
fuftcnance^. ' 

Once, we are told, they were a free people, but enflaved 
by a negro, who having murdered his mafter, a rich mer* 

• 

y Leq Apkic, p. 256. 
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chanty fecured his tSe&s^ returned to his own country, and 
there by force of money aflemhllng a large body of horfe, he 
began with making inroads into the province of Gaoga. i^ 
time his troops became more expert and numerous, and he 
at laft was fo powerful as to reduce the whole country, the 
inhabitants having neither arms, courage, nor numbers, to 
refift him. To this ufurper his-fon fucceeded, who, after a 
reign of forty years, left the crown to his brother Mofes^ 
wbofe grandfon reigned at the period when Africanus wrote 
his hiftory ; viz. wheil the Moors were driven out QfrCrana- 
da by Ferdinand and Ifabella of Spain ^ or foon after *. 

Having now defcribed minutely the different kingdoms 

and provinces of this vaft, extenfive, barren, and fultry defert 

^moKnirspf^ Sarah ^ we (hall offer a few obfervations on the gener4 

tbi inha- manners of the inhabitants, before we proceed to a recital of 

litants of the Niger and Senegal^ which we think neceflary, for the 

/i&e Lower reader's better information of the courfe of thefe rivers. The 

Ethiopia. £rft }§ fomewhat remarkable, that though the rivers Senega 

and Niger only divide this defert from Nigritia (F), and 

though the wandering and paftoral lives of the inhabiunts 

cxpofes them fo muchro the vertical rays of the fun, under 

a climate, perhaps, hotter than the former, yet they are of 

a complexion bordering more upon white than the negroes, 

and moftly no more than tawny in their colour, while the 

others are of a jet black (G). Few or none of them approach 

either in com{dexion or features to the negroes, who would 

feem to be a people totally diftinft from thefe, and perhaps 

* La Croix, ibid. 



(F) It dcfcr^'cs notice that 
Jjgo, calls all thofe countries 
fouth and north of the Niger ^ 
by eke general liame of Nigri- 
tia^ the' modern geographers 
^'ith more propriety , confine that 
name to the kingdoms on the 
foath. Leo and Murmol^tkinhQ 
a province of this name, on the 
fouth banks ofthe $ etfegaWm t\i& 
kingdom of Mandingo, vvhence 
as we have hinted, the whole 
coaft probably received the 
]i»me of Guifiey ( i ). 

.- ^G ) Noone iivho isaoqiiaifited 
Hith the couri'ft of the fun in the 



ecliptic, can be at a lofs for the 
reafon, why countries firuatcd 
withiri or near the tropips, are 
hotter than thofe immediateiy 
under the line* This, among 
others, is one of tbofedifcovedes 
made by that firft of philofo^ 
phers th^ great Sir IfatK Nna* 
ton^ and which perfons, anac« 
qaainted with the higher pans 
of the mathematics, inaj^perufe 
with more eafe in a poflhumous 
work of the late good anrf 
learned Mr. M^ Laurin^ pro- 
ielShr of mathematics to the col- 
lege at Edinburgh. 



(t) Fol, 26./. 356, 
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the aborigines or primitvve inhabitants of Africa, confined by 
incurfioiw of foreign nations, to this trafl of land called by 
their name Negrolartd or Nigritia. Nor do the inhabitants 
of Sarah differ lefs from thqfe of the fouthern countries in 
their manners, cuftoms, and religious rites, than in their 
external appearance. The former are all profeflbrs of the 
religion 01 Mohammed, a few only excepted, M^ho retain the 
old Perjic rite of paying their worlhip to fire. Hence it 13 
probable, that thofe various tribes of Arabs ^ Barabars, &c. 
ire defcended from thofe Saracens and Arabians, who, break- 
ing out of AJia, over-ran the greater part of northern AfricA 
in the feventh century, as we have particularly mentioned in 
our hiffpry of thofe nations. Hence we may account for 
that inbred and inveterate hatred that ftill reigns between 
them and th.e native Africans, thofe inhuman hoftilities 
and butcherings they are ever comniitting upon each other, 
of which we have given repeated inftanccs. In fome pro-* 
vinces thofe Arabs, though much addifted to robbery and 
plundering, are induftrious, temperate," and abftemious, pa- 
tient under thirft, hunger,, fatigue, and other hard/hips, td 
which they arc daily expofed by the manner of their livings 
<herr occupations, the climate, and above all their long jour- - 
iicy through barren deferts in purfuit of wealth. Among 
Ibme of them, we are told, there are fuch relicks of chrillia- 
Aity, a^ afford ftrong prefumptions that this religion haspncd 
fecen more general among thiem, if , not the univerfally re- 
ceived doftrine. Bornou and Gaoga, in particular, are faid to 
furnifh more authentic yeftiges of chriftianity than any 
other provinces; probably on account of their vicinity. to 
Abijinia, and the commerce they continually carry on with 
this empire*. 

Bu^ it is now time we ftiould give a fliort view of the Q/* /^* 
countries north of the Niger, of which we promifed to fpeak kingdoms 
before \ve clofed the feftion, and entered upon the cotirfe oi*^^^^^ ^f' 
the Senegal and Niger. Already the reader has all the parti- ^^^ Niger. 
Culars we have been able to colleft concerning the kingdoms 
of Mandingo, Fidi, Jalof, or Oualoff, and Kajfon, and ha$ ' 
frequently feen the kingdom of Tombuto mentioned, but 
without any defcription of it. With this therefore we 
fhall begin. Tontbuto is a kingdom of vaft extent, fituated 
on both fides the Niger, part of it being that territory 
which we have fuppofed, contrary to almoft all geogra- 
phers, feparating the rivers Niger and Senegal, or rather 
thofe two great lakes into the eaftward of which the Niger 

^ La CROIX, Bavdrand, Leo Afric. Marmol, ubi fupra. 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XVn. Ec enters. 
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eaters, and from the weflward the Senegal flows. In the 
following manner we find it laid down by the beft. ^geogra- 
phers. It has Ghcnoa or Chehenoa and Gualata on tbe wefl^ 
Zuenziga and Cuber on the north, Bita and Dawna on the 
eaft : however, as all thefe countries are but Iktie known to 
Europeans^ and hardly pehetrated fince the time of Marmot 
and Leo Jfricanus, it cannot be expefted we (honld be an- 
fwerable for the accuracy of their defcriptions : all we pretend 
is to follow the moll approved, after comparing all. 
0/the The n^imcTcmbuto is probably of modem date, and £rt 

* great ]dng' alleges, that it was fo called from the name of a town, 
d:m of whofe fituation is now unknown, built by king Menfe SuU* 
Tomhato, man, in the year 6io of the kegira^. We are told, io 
general terms, that this town flood withia twelve miles of a 
branch of the Niger ; and if the prefent town of Tomiuto be 
the fame, it lies in the latitude of fourteen degrees, ^irty 
two minutes, and longitude of two degrees tw^ity five mi* 
nutes eafl from London, about fifty five leagues to the Borth 
of thc^hko^Makeira* In this town and the forronading 
country, the houfes are buUt of a bell form, and onnpofed 
of hurdles, plaiftered with a hard loam, covered with 
rufhes ; but there is one ftatdy mofque, the waUs of which 
are compofed of ft one and lime. The royal. palace is alfo 
built with the fame materials, of a finer defign, and upon a 
jnode^ (ketched out and executed by an excellent artul of 
Granada, driven hither when the Moors were repelled that 
country. Befides thefe two buildings, there are fome others 
of good workmanftilp ; but, in general, the houfes are fuch 
as we have mentioned, a kind of conical hamlets. 

ToMBUTO is filled with weavers of cotton; and mecha- 
nicks are more ailiduoufly cultivated than in any part of this 
divifion of Africa ; and hither likewife the European cloths 
are brought from Barbary, and qften from the coaft of 
Cuiney. Of thefe markets are h^Id, and public fairs, to 
which all the women refort with their faces covered, except 
fervaht maids, who drefs food. The inhabitants of Tom- 
into, and efpecially ftrangers refiding in the city, are fo rich, 
that the king thinks it not unworthy of the royal blood to 
be connefted with them ; an inftance of which happened in 
the time of Leo Jfricanus^ one of the princefles having pub- 
lickly married a merchant ; fiich in this place is the dignity 
.of wealth, and fuch their regard for commerce. Tbe fame 
writer adds, that foon after, another prlnc'efs was given in 
marriage to a ftranger, who had acquired great riches bj 
trade. 

*» hlO, p. 2/J9. 
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No Idngdpm in Guiney is better watered with, wells, na- Tombuto 
tural fprings, and canals drawn from the Niger ^ than Tom- 'well lAia- 
butd. Thisi makes it fertile in all khid of grain, grafs, cattle, *^red. 
milk, butter, and every conveniency of life befides fait, 
which they have by land-carriage from Tegaza^ diftant about 
500 miles, and fo highly valued, that Leo faw a camel Toad 
of this commodity fold for 80 ducats ^. 

The rich king of T<mbuto has in his pofleffion a prodi- 
gious quantity of gold plate, fcepters, and other badges of 
royalty, fome of which weigh 1300 ounces of pure gold ; 
and the whole court eat out of golden veflels, filver or any 
other metal being hardly ever ufcd. In travelling he rides 
upoD a camel, richly caparifoned, all the furniture fhining 
with bunulhed gold, and one of his great officers leading his 
horfe after him. In war alfo he rides upon a camel, but all 
his foldiers are mounted upon horfes. In addreffing him, j^ y^ 
the moft profound refpeft is paid ; and all perfons ap- ^^^/f^ 
proachlng the throne muft proftrate themfelves upon the 
ground, take up the duft, and fprinkle it over their head 
and fhoulders ; a ceremony that is particularly obferved by 
j)erfons who never had this honour before, and by foreign 
ambaflkdors. His general retinue and guards confifl of 3000 
horfemen, all well armed with ppifoned arrows and darts, 
befides a number of fqot, who wear ftiields and fwords. 
He often levies? in perfon the tribute from thofe princes Who 
do him homage, and frequent flcirmifhes pafs between the ^ 

guards and thofe .ftubborn vaflals who unwillingly give this 
tcftimony of their fef vitude. As the country does not breed 
good hones, the cavalry are ufually mounted uppn barbs ^nd 
Arabian horfes, which the king purchafes at a great expence; 
however the court and merchants commonly ride upon little 
nags, the breed of the country, hardy, and in every refpeft, 
but beauty, equal to the former. When the king is informed 
of a merchant's arrival in town with a drove of horfes, he 
Immediately orders a certain number of the fineft to be 
brought to him, for which he pays a great price, never 
fcrupling any expence to have his troops haodfomely 
mounted ^. 

The enmity of this monarch to the Jev)S is fo great, [ewB tx^ 
that he has ftriftly prohibited them the city, and IsAAzpelkitbe 
heavy penalty on all the Barbary merchants who trade with kitigdom. 
them. From whence this fixed hatred proceeds authors have 
not told us ; though, confidering th^ eftecm ia which mer- 

^ Leo Afric. ibid. Marmol, 1, c. i, 15. f La Cuoir, \ 

t. ii. p. 357, & fecj^. 
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chants are hdd, it is probable, that his avcrfion arofe from 

thofe frauds and fmifterpraftices in commerce, for which this 

defpifed unhappy people have been noted in all ages and 

countries. His tafte for fcience and literature appears from 

the great numbers of doftors, judges, and priefls, whom he 

liberally maintains in the capital, at a great expence, f urniftiing 

them with all the eafe and conveniencies of fhidy they can de- 

iire; and hence it is, that the human underflandmg has 

made a confidcrable progrefs in this country, confidering the 

unenlightened condition of all the furrounding nations, and 

the litde afliftance they have received from the more refined 

Europeans. Manufcripts from Barhary are brought hither, 

and fold as the moft valuable merchandize; and,, indeed, there 

are traders who have amafled immenfe riches by confining 

themfelves wholly to this literary traffick, which the monarch 

encourages with the fpirit, the tafte, and the generoCty of a 

prince. However, after all ijt muft be owned, that learning 

has been of fo late date, that hitherto its influence is only 

perceivable about the court, and has not yet extended itfetf 

vifibly over the general manners of the peoplcj of whom it 

can at moft be faid, that they are mild and gentle in their 

difpofition, frugal in their oeconomy, induftrious in their 

occupations, and chearful in the hours of relaxation, whkh 

they devote to finging, dancing, and feftivity •. 

The currency ufed in commerce at Tombuto confifts of 
at Tom- g^W bars, and certain (hells they are fuppofed to have from 
buto. Per/uiy though by what rout we know not. Thefe they nft in 
lelTer bargains ; and in all cafes where a fmaller ftandard or 
medium of value is requifite, four hundred of them being 
worth a ducat, and fix bars of their gold, with about two thirds 
The Tom- ^^ * ^^^f equivalent to an ounce. What furprizes a fpeculative 
butans^;r- mind, is the facility with which all barbarous Gommercial ' 
fertarith^ nations, who underftand not arithmetic as a fcience, com- 
nteticians. bine their ideas of numbers, and perform the moft difficult 
operations and abftrufe calculations, in ftating (hares, propor- 
tions, and other circumftances of trade, by the afliftance of 
their memory alone. From hence one would be led to con- 
clude, that they are po/IefiTed of a greater quickriefs of mind 
in thofe objefts npon which they exercife the underftanding ; 
and that, though lefs inventive, they are more expert in every 
point that requires not creative genius ; in a "yvord, that the 
underftanding is limited to few ideasj but thefe underftood 
with a precifion proportioned to their fmaller number, like 
blind perfons,' who have all the other fenfcs rendered more 
acute by the lofs of fight. 

*, Aud. citat. ibid. 
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The Tomhuton gentry maintain a great nu.m.b.cr or flarves, 
'which is the highfeft mark of pomp and pageantry among 
them: Their carelefsnefs is frequently the caufe of the .moll Dreadful 
dreadful calamities, the whole town being often in flanaes/'*" *' 
by accidents, occafioned by , their means ; for the houfes, * P°^d"' 
built of fo combuftible materials as watlings, catch fire upon ^* 
the mofl: trivial accident, and the very fparks fl*om their 
pipes of tobacco. . When Leo Africanus went the fecopd 
time to TombutOf half the town was burnt to afhes in the 
fpace of five hours. Without the fuburbs, the fame author 
remarks, the Tomhutons have neither gardens, orchards, or 
hardly any kind of police, fo that the markets are fupplied 
from places more reipote ; but he does not* acquaint us with 
the reafons for fo extraordinary a condufl. 

About twelves miles from TombutOy to the fouth, fiands 
Cabra, a large town, built in the fame manner as the former, 
without walls, and fituatedon the banks of the Niger, which- 
ferves it for a defence on one fide. From hence die mer- The trade- 
chants trading 'to the little kingdom oiGheyioa,, and powerful carried on 
monarchy of MeUi, go by water to the lake Timby, then crpiTing here. 
over the IJlhmuSy that feparates this from the lake Mabeira^ 
they again take water to the country of the Foulis^ and 
traverfe that by land-carriage to MelVu The people are 
here inferior in the refinement of their manners, but not in 
the innate qualities of their minds, to the inhabitants of the 
capital- Here is a judge appointed by the king to decide all 
coatroverfies ; and fuch is the juftice of his verdift, th^t 
there never has been an inftance of an appeal to the throne ; 
which indeed might prove fatal to the magiftrate, as bribery 
and corruption in public proceedings are reputed crimes of 
the blackefl complexion. The inhabitants of (T^z^r^ how- 
ever, labour under fome fevere phyfical calamities ; among 
thefe may be reckoned, as the worft^ the variety of difeafes 
to which they are liable, proceeding, . as it is imagined, from 
the heterogeneous qualities of their food, ufually compofed of 
2, farrago of Ttnilk, fifh, flefii, butter, oil, and wine ^ 

Xo the above relation of Leo Africanus and Marmoly we 
(hall add what farther information M. De Brue had from the 
Mandingan merchants. From thefe he learnt that the town 
of Tbmbuto, or as he calls it TombuBo, does not fl:and upoa 
the Niger^ but within land ; that in going thither they fol- 
lowed the fouthern bank of the river, for feveral days 
journey ; and tloat having left it, they continued their jour- 
ney for five days more. We leave it to the reader to recon- 

' La CroxXi p. 358. &feq, Le« Afric. & Marmol, ibid. 

E e 3 - cile 



42 2 ^^^ Hifiory of the Interior Countries. B. XVIL' 

cUe a topography fo different from that of Leo^ who defcribes 
Baera upon the river, and but twelve miles diftant from 
Tombuto. The following is the rout they take; from 
Kaynu, about fevcn miles below the cataraft of Felu, the laft 
village when the river is navigable to Jagu, are five days 
journey ; from Jagu to Baiagne one ; from thence to Congo- 
tnon one ; thence to Saaba one ; from this place to BoramaJA 
two ; thence to Goury two ; from this flage to GaJama <Hie; 
and thence to Timby^ or the great lake of that name, and 
then acrols a mountainous country. Herfc they left the 
river, and purfuing their march eaft-fouth-eaft (H), they ar- 
rived in five days at Tombuto : a journey which we thought 
might affift the reader in comprehending more difUnftl^ the 
geography of the country, and the courfe of the rivers. Thus 
we lee, that the thirty two days journey being reckoned at 
ten leagues each day, will make the diftance between the olt 
taraft of F/?/tt and the capital oi Tombuto^ about 320 leagues. 
They added, that there came every year to Tombuto a large 
caravan of white men, who exchanged a vaft quantity of Ae 
merchandize of the nations bordering on the Mediterranean, 
as well as thofe purchafed of the Europeans, for the produce of 
Tombuto, and particularly gold, found in prodigious quan- 
tities in this kingdom. Thefe were in all probability the 
Moors from Barbary, who might well be cfteeme4 white 
men, when compared with the jet black inhabitants of 
Tombuto. jFrom this relation ,we fee the felfity of that 
opinion, which fuppofes that a regular trade is carried on from 
the Mediterranean, by the nations of Barbary and Sarah, into 
Nigritia, and even to the Cold, Slave, and Tooth Coqfts, 
For it is obvious from hence, that only one" caravan crofles 
the Niger, and that even that comes no farther tbaa Tom* 
biitOy 'the mofl northern nation of all Negroland^^ 
Caravans WiiEN M. De Brue was in Trippli, he frequently faw c^- 
go from ravans fetoutfrom thence, to a country lying fouthward, which 
'IVipoli /o they gave out to be Faifan, though it is highly probable their 
Tombu ' deftination was rather to Tombuto ; and our reafon for this con- 
tQ. jeft urc is, that they fpent fifty days in the journey, which could 

■pot b^ to Faifan, dift^nt only 1 80 leagues from TnJ>oli, Another 

^ La BAT, t. ii. p. 72, 

(H) So we find it in Labaf, of the corppaf^. Their coorfc 

though wc muft cither attribute muft have been north - eaft ; 

• the v/ord fout^ to an error of for ingoing fouth, they mu^ 

tiic prefs, or to the Mandingan have croflTcc the river, and en* 

lAWhaliit^ iniftakiAg the poin|§ :crc4 i\xt deferts of $arab^ 

'^eafoa 
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reafon is, the aflertion of the Mandingo merchants who have . 
been 2itTombuto, and allege, that, befides the gold that country 
aifK)rds, there is often gold brought from the country of 
Zanfara ; and that the merchants who bring it from thence 
employ fifty days in their journey thither; bdt there is no 
-fuch time required in travelling from Zanfara to Faifan, the 
diftance not exceeding 200 leagues. From hence we have 
all the probability that the caravans pf Tripoli go to Tom-' 
'imto ; and thefe towns being 450 leagues afunder, the jour- 
ney may be eafily fuppofed to employ fifty days. Thefe ca- 
ravans confift generally of about a thoufand men, mounted 
on horfes and camels, all of them well armed and accoutred, 
-£b that they have nothing to fear from the attack of robbers 
'OF wild beafls. Befides the fifty, days allowed for travel, 
•there are feveral niore confumed in rcfrefliing themfelves and 
cattle, exhaufled with the fatigue of fo long a journey; 
-and thefe halts are made in the moft fertile and pleafant 
'vallies they meet with, during their flay in which they 
ijblace themfelves with every fort of mirth, dancing, finging, 
and a variety of games. The merchandize they carry is in fhe ar- 
^general the fame as the Europeans fend to Galamzxx.^ the in- tides of 
terior kingdoms, confifting of black, green^ yellow, white, trade car^ 
or red ferges or cloths, but more of red than of any oth^r rieHhy this 
•colour, the whole amounting in value to twenty thoufand cara<van. 
crowns. To the fame amount they fend glafs beads and 
toys, imported to Tripoli from Venice Vini. other European ports. 
Coral work is exported by the caravan^ to the amount of ' 

twelve thoufand crowns ; paper, copper bafons, and other 
iuch goods, to the value of ten thoufand crowns ; fo that the 
"whole flock in trade of a caravan is worth, at prime cofl to 
the TripolitanSy about fixty thoufand c^'owns ; from whence 
"we may deduce the total of their pi^ofitonthc flock they pro- 
cure in exchange at Tombuto, which confills of 3000 quin- 
tals of dates, fold at 7ri/o// for two crowns a quintal; twelve 
hundred quintals of Sena, worth on their return about fifteen 
crowns /^r quintal ; oftrich feathers to the amount of fifteen 
thoufand crowns ; eight hundred or a thoufand flaves, worth 
fifty crowns a head ; and laflly a thoufand marks of gold, 
which article alone amounts to an hundred thoufand crowns, 
in a word, thefe articles amount together at Tripoli to an 
hundred and feventy nine thoufand crowns, which, after de- 
ducing the prime coft of their goods fold in exchange, leaves 
a profit of one hundred and feventeen thoufand crowns ; from 
which we mufl deduft the expences of the journey, com- 
puted at ten thoufand crown?. Such is the prodigious pro- 
fit ariAog, according to Father Lalmt, ujpon this trade, which 

£ e 4 he 



J 



4U 



Kingdom 



Temian 
fro*vince» 



Medra 
province* 

Pattxna. 



^he Hipry of the Intericr Countries. B.XVII. 

he thinks might be immediately carried on at a much lefe 
ex pence by the Europeans, by means of the Senegal^ feveral 
attempts towards^ which were made by the eaterprizing 
Sicur De Brue, but all of them unfuccefsfui ; nor does it 
indeed appear prafticable to any befides the natives; who 
alone can endure the hard(hip$ and fatiguijs neceflarily met 
with in fuch a journey or voyage g. ' 

Next to Tombuto eaftward (lands the kingdom of Bitti, 
liaviog Guher and Zanfara on the nohh, from which it is 
feparated by the Niger ^ Dawma on the fouth, znd Temian 
on the eaft. The capital city has, according to Dapper, 
the fame name, and ftands in the latitude of nine degrees ten 
minutes north ; which muft certainly be an error, as in this 
cafe it muft be fituated in Guiney. The truth is, "we are 
wholly unacquainted with its true fituation, or whether ia 
faft any fuch townexifts, though we find it mentioned by 
Jfricanus and Marmol. De Lijle fays, in general terms, 
that the inhabitants of this kingdom are rich ; a fadl which 
he muft have aflerted upon conjecture, as there are no an- 
thentic accounts of it ever publiftied \ 

Stjll farther eaft than Bit a ftands the province of Te- 
miarij bounded on the north by the Niger, and proviiK:e of 
CanOy on the eaft-fouth-eaft by Bornou and Medra^ and by 
^//i/izra on the fouth (I). The inhabitants are^faid to be 
anthropophagi, their teeth, {oys^Dapper, refembling thoie of 
dogs ; in ftiort, authors defcribe them in every refpe<5t fimi- 
lar to a nation we before mentioned inhabiting the Ivory 
Coqft, or lying between that and the Malaguet Coqft, 

^ Medra or Madra province, has for its frontiers on the 
weft Biafara and Temian, Bornou en the north, and <» 
the fouth the mountains that feparate it from Benin and 
MajaCn 

Next to this ftands Dauma or Dahomay, having Gaoga 
and Tombuto on the weft, Bita on the north, Biafara on the 
eaft, and the mountains of Guiney on the fouth. Of this 
people we have fpoken fufficiently, towards the conclufion of 
the niaritime kingdoms of Whidah and Ardrah, conquered by 
this warlike monarch. 



c Labat» Marmol, La Croix, Sanut, & Leo Afric. 
ibid. ^ LeOa p. 4. 

(I) This "^i afar a is difFercnt v€r Gambia^ of which we have 

from a fmall kingdom of that fpoken in oar account of the 

pame, extending along the fea iflands qf BiJJao^ Bijfago^ a^d 

%Q^ fouch-foMth-eail of the ri- Bulam* 



f^Ext ^ 
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Next in order comes Coram pr Gorhanty yrith Medra cm Coram, 
the weft» C^K/^i on the norj^h, Ahiffinia on the eaft, and a ^ 
jridge of high mountains on the fouth. 

Lastly, the kingdom of Biafara, tlic moft populous Kingdom 
and potent of any ftate in Nigritia, except Benin, Tomifuto, of Biafa- 
MandingOy and Oualof^ has Dauma -and part of Gaoga on ra, 
the weft, &ita and Temian on the north, Medra on the eaft, 
and on the fouth, the defert of Seth ; with a ridge of moun- 
tains that part it from the kingdom of Benin. This is all 
that is known of 'it; and fb little acquainted iire the moderns 
witK this interior continent of Africa, that we have been 
able to do little more than lay down the geography with all 
the precifion we are able, by comparing modern charts and 
maps, with the defcription of Leo Africanus and MarmoL 
Direftly fouth of Biafara ftands the defert of Seth, with 
Benin pa the fouth, feparating it from the fouthern ocean, 
Medra on the eaft, and Gaoga on the weft ; clofe to which 
fland the deferts of iS^f/z, which, though diftinguifhed by fe- 
parate names, form one barren, fandy expanfe of territory. 
We may indeed fay, that the whole country fouth. of the 
Niger, with Tombuto on the weft, and Ethiopia or Abiffinid 
on the eaft, is one vaft defert, now and then parted by a 
pietty kingdom, equally contemptible for its poverty and 
iinall extent. If it be otherwife, it contradifts the fenti- 
ments of all writers, and indeed thofe reafo'ns deduced by 
analogy from the fituation of the neighbouring kingdoms, 
which begin to put on an appearance of barrennels the nearer 
they approach this divifion ^ 

Having now run over that multiplicity of nations^ that 
inhabit the lands on both fides the Niger, we ftiall, pre^ous 
to our defcription of Biledulgerid, trace the courfe of the 
^ rivers Senegal and Niger, that the reader may fee Labat's 
rcafons, as well as thofe bf Africanus and Marmoly for cal- 
ling them one and the fanje river, or the former no morje 
than a continuation of the latter. 

" That the Niger, Nigir, Nigris, or Nigiris, h the Of the 
•* the fame river with that we now ftile the Senegal or ^^ig'» f^i 
** Zanaga, IS now," fays father Labat, ** agreed on by alF^«^^.^ 
** hands : but thiit it is only^ a branch of the Nife, fpringing^^^^^^*' 
^ ** from that fource ; and taking a different courfe from it, ^'^/, 
*' as Ludolph and others imagine, is ftill much difputed."^^^^ lL 
This, the Arabian geographers affirm ^to a man, though con-bat, Mar* 
trary to reafon, to the teftimony of the beft modern geo- mol, anct 
graphers, and to common fenfe, fupported only by argu- Leo Afri^ 

canas, 
^ Baudramd, fub voc. La Croix, ibid. nuithre: 

ments ^^^^^* 
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ments as weak as they are fabulous. It is indeed impoffible 
tocoQceiye how the Nile (hould by any 'means be connected 
with the Niger^ as thdr courfes are altogether difierent^ and 
ieparated by that prodigious ridce of piountains that feparate 
Jbtffinia from the kingdoms otBornou and Caoga, without 
we have rcconrfe to Labafs argument for the junftion of 
die Niger and Senegal^ that it runs by a fubterraneous paf- 
fage under thefe mountains ; a fa£l that may be aflerted^ but 
fcjarccly credited. As to the Niger ^ the Europeans have been 
able to trace it only part of its courfe, beyond which they 
know nothing more than what they learn from the Mandin- 
goe merchants, ,who, of all the negroes, are the mofi ad- 
dicted to trafHck and travelling. However, it is apparent, 
that they are neither expert in their obfervations, nor have 
they gone far enough to judge, whether the Senegal and 
Niger be one river, fmce they acknowlege never to have 
been higher towards the fource of either than the lake Ma- 
keira, wiiich is little more than half way to the NVe, .{up- 
pofiog them to be derived from that fource^ 

Other writers following Labat have ftretched the couric 
i^Stbc Niger back eaftward, quite to the lake Bomou, under 
the 1 8 th degree of north latitude, and 19th of eaft longitude, 
fixing its {pring head there^ it being impoffible, they fay, 
to trace it further, on account of the difficulties and dangers 
arifing from the barrennefs of the country, the ferocity of 
the inhabitants, and the multiplicity of wild beafts, which 
are the chief rulers of all this diftrift. Some other geogra- 
phers, unfupported by all authority, have placed its fource 
in another lake, near an hundred leagues to the north-eaft 
tS Bornou, This they call the Niger lake, and affirm, 
that the river derives its name from it, and takes a 
fouth-weft courfe> till it falls into the lake Bornou, after 
which it continues its courfe to the lake Mabeira, and 
fo to the Atlantic ocean. Should we cxpeft folid proofs, 
founded on the obfervations of perfons 6f credit and ex- 
perience, in fupport of thefe conjeftures, we fliould find 
ourfelves difappointed. This made the Nubian geogra- 
pher and Ludolphiis afTert, that it was aAually a conti- 
nuation of the Nile ; a conjefture they believed in fome mea- 
fure fupported by its etymon. Pliny feems to have led the 
way to this notion, by his inference collefted firom the 
analogy between their water in tafte and colour, and the 
flags, reeds, fifti, and other animals common to them both; 
and yet perhaps he too has borrowed this falfe reafoniog 
from fome older philofopher than himfelf. How. the Romims 
came to have any idea of the fource of this river, when the 
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country was wholly unknown, is what we will not, pretend 
to decide. Their account of it was the following. There 
ar€ two rivers in Africa^ which both have the name Nile, 
and fpring from the fame fountain, in the 1 6lh degree c^ 
north latitude, in the countjfy of Ethiopia. This fource 
lies at the foot of the Mountain of the Moon, where there 
fpring ten fount^ns, which form two lakes. Out of each of 
thefe lakes flow three rivers, which joining their flreams 
form a third large lake, which forms the Niger and Nile, and 
affords them a perpetual fund of water. The firft of thefe 
rivers is ftiled Nile M^fr, or river of Egypt, and the other 
Nile Sandan, or river of the Negroes, which laft runs weft- 
ward, and difcharges itfelf in the dark or gloomy fea, ,that 
is, in the Atlantic ocean, for fo the Arabs call it. The 
word Mle was probably derived from the Hebrew, Nebel 
or Nahal, as we have already obferved ^ fignifying a river, 
a term emphatically applied to this river by way of pre-emi- 
n-ence. In other parts of the facred writings, it is called 
Sihor or Sichor, which fignifies black,' muddy, or troubled^ 
.and anfwers in ibme mealui-e, as our author thinks, to the 
' name Niger or Nigris, as well as the muddy nature of both 
rivers. Hence, they imagine, they might both have been 
jcalled Sihor or Nickel Sihor, the Black River, though the 
Niger alone has preferved that name, from its running thro* 
thexountry of the blacks. This feems further confirmed, 
Leo believes, by what xhe' Egyptian fcribe told Herodotus^ 
that there were two mountains with peaked tops, called Cro- 
phi arid Mopbi, and fi|:uated between the cities of Syene in 
T'hebais and Elephantina ; and that from the middle of the 
valley between thefe mountains fprung up the inexhauftible 
fource and head of the Nile, one part of Whofe ftream ran 
northward to Egypt^ and the other fouthward towards 
Ethiopia. 

All the above vague reafoning has been refuted judici- 
oufly by father Labat, who has himfelf adopted other no- 
tions equally ideal, and unfupported by authentic vouchers. 
The rivers Niger and Senegal he affirms to be the fame, 
though he has brought no arguments in proof of this af- 
fertion, which we think highly improbable, for the reafons 
already mentioned ; however, as this afFefts not his defcrip- 
tion, as far as its courfe has been traced, we fhall extraft the 
following relation from him, as a fupplement to what we 
have before faid upon this fubjeft. " The Senegal,'' fays he, 
** is a large and confiderable river, and df prodigious extent 
** in its courfe, even though we fliould not trace its* fource 

* Vol. 14, b. 16. c. 3. 5.1. 

" beyond 



4t 



4j9 ^hf Hifioij .of tht ImmorXottMrits. fi.XVH. 

** beyond the lake Bornou, But if we fuppofe it to fpring 
** from the fame origin as the Nile^ it will then almoft crofs 
" the whole continent of Africa, where it is ,of the greateft 
extent, and will have a coiirfe of near §fty degrees from 
eaft to weft, exclufivc of its windings. The entrance to 
" it is difficult, on, account of its bar, fandy ftioals, and 
** feveral iflands that in a manner block it up.*' For the 
fpace of five or fix leagues from its mouth the country is 
fandy and barren, the reft in general on the fouth fide, fertile, 
well covered with fruit trees, and refreftied with water ; for 
like the Nile it overflows its banks annually, leaving a flime 
and mud behind that greatly enriches the ground. Its inun- 
dation happens about the fiime time as that of the .Nile, 
and arifes from the fame caufe, vi%, the great rains that fall 
between the tropics, and laft from the beginning of June 
to the end of September, fometimes without intermif- 
fion, and fo violent, that thofe who are unacquainted 
with them, would reafonably expeft that a fecond deluge 
threatened to deftroy mankind. Thcfe rains the iahafi- 
tants forefee time enough to provide againfl them, by 
fhutting themfelves up in their huts, flopping every creviqe 
that admits water, making provifion of fire, brandy, tobacco, 
and other things to correft the unwholefome damps which 
would other wife prove mortal. The earth having been in- 
crufted for the fpace of eight months with the thick and dry 
fcurf left by the laft inundation, the violence of the rains 
which difTolves this cover, and gives free vent ^o the vapours 
fo long pent up, muft necefllirily occafion a flench no lefs 
fatal than difagreeable, and intolerably naufeous. At the 
fame time all manner of reptiles and ijifefts are produced in 
this filth, toads,.* frogs, fe^*pents, vipers, and the whole bif- 
fing tribe. Violent and impetuous winds frequently arife 
during the rainy feafon, that fometimes overturn. the litde 
cabins of the natives, in fpite of all the precautions they arc 
able to take ; and thefe are rendered flill ,more horrible by 
the prodigious flafhes of lightning and claps of thunder, that 
render the fcene more tremendous, though they are thouglH 
to be ufeful in purging the air of its grofs exhalations. 
During all this, feafon, the Senegal is navigable all the way 
from the fea to the firft cataraft, by fhips of burthen, and 
they are affifted in their voyage by a brifk wefterly wind, 
that drives them on againft the flream with great rapidity. 
It here branches out into a number of other rivers of a finaller 
Cze, ditches, ponde, and lakes, which have no other waters 
than what they derive from this fource. The moft coa- 
fiderable of the lakes are, Cayor and Panionfouk^ befides a 

2 ' great 
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great number of others of a lefler fize, which fwell during 
the inundatioa to fuch a height as to refenib!e feas. 

Till November, the waters continue without decreafe or 
diminution, when they begin to fall off every day, and by 
the 8th of December are funk at leaft five feet at the rocks of 
Senegal, and fo continue (hrinking till ihcy are reduced to 
their primitive ftate, and leave the ground overfpre^d with a 
treafure of fecundity. ) 

As the Senegal receives a great number of confiderable 
rivers in its courfe, which fwell it fo high, as to make it 
navigable at all times by fhips of forty or fifty tons burthen. 
It likewife fplits itfelf into a variety of ftreams, which are 
again re-united to it, and form before their junftion a num- 
ber of large iflands, well filled with towns, villages, and 
inhabitants, fome of which are erefted into potent nionar- 
cliies, guarded on all fides by a deep river. It likewife o/*/^^ 
forms leveral noble rivers, which in their courfe receive dif- ifiandsand 
ferent names, fuch as the Sangvirai, that breaks from tfiie cataraBs 
Senegal a little below Ouetefour, and after a fouth-weft^/^^Se- ' 
' courfe for the fpace of fifty or fixty leagues, joins itfelf to negal ani 
another river, when the mingled waters of both take the name Niger. 
Gios. This again branches out into a third ilream, called 
Little BraCy and rejoins it at Guidon^ after having firft formed 
a number of fmall iflands. 

The moft remarkable ifland formed by thefe rivers is, 
Beguio or Bi/echo, a kingdom greatly refpefted for the num- 
ber of its people, towns, and greatnefs of its trade. Thi? 
ifland ftands between the great Ilream and the branch of its 
name,, otherwife called Corow river. It is about 35 leagues 
in length, and 12 or 15 broad, interfered with a great 
number of fmall ftreams or canals, which give it the ap- 
pearance of a groupe of fmall iflands, covered with palm and ^ 
other fruit trees. This ifland reaches, fays Labat, almofl: 
to the mouth of the great river ; arid above it is another, 
called Morphily taking its name from the river that inclofes 
it, and is no lefs than eighty, miles in length, and only 
parted in the middle by a natural canal of about five miles, 
which joins the rivers Morphil and Senegal, Notwi thflanding 
its vaft length, the ifland of Morphil^ where it is broadefl:, 
does not exceed eight or ten leagues over, and in moft places 
not more than five or fix. It is well peopled and filled with , 
villages, the inhabitants of which trade confiderably in ivory, 
which the negroes call Morphil^ and from whence the ifland, 
or at leaft the river, took its name. Adjoining to that, and 
only parted by a canal, is fituated another ifland, called by 
the inhabitant Balbus, about thirty leagues long, and five or ' 
' • . - fix 
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fix broad. It is rich and populoos, the inhalntants cnltiYat- 
log the ground with great care, but commerce with fiill maore 
attention, as in this th^ place their chief wealth. The 
commodities they deal in are ivory, gold doily or flatted, 
plates of pure gold, of different fizes and fhapes, ufed by the 
women for ornaments, and fold by the men to the Europeans^ 
as often as they can lay hands on xhbai. Labat iays, that 
the iOands dP Morphil and BaUms belong to the kingdom of 
Foulii though we have reafoa to believe that they are each 
of them independent ftates, under princes who pay no tri- 
bute, and acknowlege no fuperior. The prince, nobility, 
and people, are all civil and obliging to ftrangers, happy in 
themfelves, affiduous in procuring property, which they are 
in no danger of lofing, under fo mild, fo juft, and fo. 
equitable a government as this is fald to be. Beiides the 
populoufnefs and fertility of the iflands, they are rich in me- 
dicinal herbs, fruits, roots, and a number of other produc- 
tions valuable to the natives, but too indiftin^Jy defcribed 
by voyagers, and intircly omitted by a late excellent French 
naturalift. They likewife breed great variety of cattle 
and other animals, fowls in abundance, befldes plenty of 
cotton, which they manufaflure and fell to confiderable 
advantage. 

About four or five leagues eafl of Balbus, is a fmallUland 
called Sude!^ belonging, as we have before remarked, to the 
French Senegal company. This therefore, with what we have 
mentioned in general when we treated of the commerce of 
this river, will fufEce fbr the idands formed by it, and the 
branches flowing from it. 

The Senegal^ like the Nile^ has feveral confiderable ca« 
tarafts, the moft noted of which are thofe of the rock called 
F^liij and that of Govina, The firfl: of thefe is almofF per- 
pendicular, and about iiKty yards high, the flream growing 
narrower before it reaches this precipice, being pent in be- 
tween two rocky mountains, and here rufhing down with a 
force and ^loife no lefs aftonifliing than dreadful, into a large 
bafon or refervoir, from whence it flows in a fmooth gentle 
flream in the ufual courfe. It would indeed appear to have 
forced its way through the mountains above Felu, as it pafTes 
them with incredible rapidity ; and the inundation feafon 
carries away great parts of the rock, which it tumbles down 
the cataraft in a manner terrifying to the fpeftator. That of 
Govhia is flill louder and more beautiful, as the cafcade is, 
higher, aad the water beautifully fpread in a continued 
fmooth cryftal furface, that exhales a mifl upon which the 
fun beams play, andarereflefted in all the colours of the rain- 
bow. 
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bow. There could not indeed be a more pleafing fcene thaa 
is reprefented by this cataraft, did not the horror of the • 
noife in fome meafure diminifli the fatisfa^lion of the beholder, 
and ftrike him with terror, where he would otherwife be ab* 
forbed in pleafing admiration. 

We have frequently taken notice of two great lakes, Ofiif 

either formed by the Niger and Senegal^ or, as we think iaiom 

more probable, giving origin to thefe rivers ; befides which^ ^ 

there are feveral others aftually formed by them, by means 

of rivers that branch out, and then terminate in a lake (K), 

JVlabeira lies under the 1 2th degree of north latitude, and 

fecond of eaft longitude, on the weftem mouth of which 

is feated the city Tumby^ though this may more properly b» 

called another lake. That of ^or;w« lies under the i6th 

degree of north latitude, and loth of eaft longitude, in the 

kiagdom of Bontou, and near the capital of that name. , The 

lake which the French call Panierfoulh n^ar the mouth of the 

Senegal and the kingdom orFow/z, is but fraall and of an oval 

figure, about five leagues in length from north to foutli, and 

three in breadth, the mouth of the river connefting it with 

' the Senegal, being almoft blocked up on the fouth end by ^ 

an ifland. At the time of the inundation, this lake, like that 

of ^i£g/(?r,.refembles an ocean more tjian a frefh water lake; 

but when that fubfid^s, it finks into its primitive littlenefsy 

when compared with fome of the other lakes. All the fands 

round it are rich and prolific in corn, grafs, fruits, and 

roots, being ftrongly manured by the ooze and mud left by 

the drained waters; and this authors produce as a reafoa 

why good tobacco grows here, though we never before 

knew that a wet rich foil was proper for raifing that plant,. 

Near Panierfoul't is a large wood of ebony, which the 

natives call Jalam Boan ; of this wood great quantities are 

hewn down and let drive in floiits down the river, where it 

is fold cheap to the Europeans, As to the lake Kayor, we 

(hall only add to what we have related, that it ftands about 

CO leagues from the mouth of the river Senegal, and is joined 

to it by a canal which, the Europeans endeavoured to render 

.jiavigable ; but fuch is the indolence of the natives, and the 

number of rulhcs and weeds that choak up the paflkge, that 

(K) It may be ^yorth re- r^t.Lahat with all his argu- 

marking, that all the neigh- ments has made the contrary 

l^ouring negroes look upon Ma- very evident, any more than 

ieira as the fource of the SeTtC' Ludolphus and the Nubian gco- 

gali and Bornou as thefpring of grapher have proved them to 

die Niger-, fior da we think be branches of the iV/7/. 

we 
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we may well defpair of ever feeing this work accotn{3li^ed| 
tKdugh" nothing coald more facilitate the trade into the ad- 
jacent countries, or leflen the price of commodities trought 
from thence by an expenfive and tedious land carriage, thro* 
difficult and hazardous roads. ^ 

To conclude this account of Senegal^ we fliall add, that 
" the Europeans^ as well as the natives, have, for a fcfies if 
years, obferved the bad confequcnces of a dry feafon m 
Ethiopia^ and thofe parts where the Senegal and Niger are 
fuppofed to have their origin ; for if they fkil of overflowiDg 
in the ufual manner, the country on both fides is that year ren- 
dered barren, and the inhabitants ftarved for want of the ne- 
ceflaries of life. Neither grain, grafs, or fruits are prodfuced, 
and cattle as well as men are afilifted with famine and peffi- 
lence, the latter either in confequence of the former, or of a 
change in the air, charged with grofs vapours, exhaled by the 
fultry heat of the fun, and not purified by the high winds 
and rains that always accompany an inundation. On the 
other hand, when it overflows regularly, they are no Jefe 
peftered and afflifted with the fwarms of vermin, engendered^ 
in the mud, and the flights of graflioppers that darken the Iky, 
and eat up the produce of the earth before it comes to matu- 
rity. Thus are the unhappy natives tormented on the owi' 
hand by a drought, and on the other by a wet feafon ; and yet 
experience has never diftated to them the forcfight of efta- 
"• bliihing granaries in a fertile year to guard againfl the incon- 
venience of bad feafons. Locufts in particular are, as we 
obferved from AdamfoUy the pefts of all thefe countries, tho* 
the natives turn this calamity to the beft advantage, by ufing 
them for food inftead of the grain they defl:roy. But it is ' 
time we fliould haften tt) Bikdzilg'erid, and not fatigue the 
reader with dry geographical defcriptions of countries, the 
inhabitants of which are almoft in tire ftrangers to us, in 
civil policy, government, religion, cuftoms, and every thing 
befides the complexion. ^ 

Biledul- BiLEDULGERiD, or the ancient Nwnidiay we have feen 
gerid^/^- defcribed in our ancient hiftory; but as the modems all- 
Jcribed. agreee that its limits have been greatly contrafted, we flialJ 
endeavour to determine its boundaries by , the moft accnrate 
maps. To the Romans it was known by the name of Numi- 
dia, and was then divided into two large provinces, whofe 
inhabitants were diftinguifhed into Majfalians and Maffyli^ins^ 
the former fituated to the eaftward, and the latter farther 
weft. Both were in friendftiip with xht, Romans^ till they 
found means to fall upon Jugurtha^ whom Caius Maritts de- 
feated and made prifoner, at which time they feized upon 

Numutia, 
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Numidiai though they did not ereft it into provinces bcfof^t ~ 
the ufurpation of Julius Qafar. Then Majiliana alone was 
called Nwmdia^ and MaffaJyana included under it, by the 
name of Mauritania. Cajarienjts. It is not our bufinefs to re- 
capitulate in this place .the particulars regarding this fubjecr 
tioHj diviiiouy ^nd tl^e boundaries affixed to each province. 
We fhould ipdeed be contented, could we inconteftibly fettle 
the limits 9f the modern Numidia, which are yarioufly adjufted 
by almoft all the authors we have perufed. There was, it 
muft be owned, an univerfal confufion in all their maps and 
writings, before the geography of M. De Lijle appeared, who. 
firft b^an to reduce it to its natural boundaries, by divefting 
\t of a number of provinces, which he with great accuracy, 
and upon better authority, places under other divifions. It 
"was before a huge chaps of kingdoms jumbled together, 
vrlthout order, conneftion, or the finalleft ray of reafon; 
now it is reduced to moderate limits, and made to fiU up 
that fpace that ffparates the deferts on the north of Saraii, 
from Barhary ™. 

According to the older geographers, Biledulgeridy or 
the Land tf Dates ^ was one of the general provinces into 
which the whole continent of Africa was divided ; and 
Biledulgerid Proper appears, in faft, to be only a fmaU part 
of what was comprehended under that general name,* to 
which they addfed no lefs than fev^n provinces, a variety of 
towns and cities, uppi^ no better foundation than the vaft 
extent they have given it, efpecially from eaft to weft, that 
is, from the frontiers of Egypt quite to the Atlantic ocean ; 
or, accQrdinp to their calculation, 2500 miles. Nor were. 
Its boundaries on the north and fouth, though much more, 
moderate^ J^fs wild and erroneous; for they made Mount, 
Atlm the frontier between Biledulgerid mA Burhary^ on the , 
north; and the deferts of Libya a^d Sarah Its fouthera, 
limits. This the reader may fee from the maps and defcrip- - 
tions oiLeOj Marmol, SanJoHy TiUemont, zndiBaudrand, who^ 
feem to have copied each others errors implicitly ; and they, 
again to be followed with the fame blma ignorance, faith, and 
indolence, by moft late geographers, particularly Moll and 
Salmon, A little attention to the above authors would have, 
i^hewn them fuch a contrariety of fendments, not fo much 
with- each other as with themfelves, a;5 y(Q?jld' fufljigiently 
deftroy the weight of their authority, and conyipce, a. judi-. 
^Qus reader, tha.t h<? mu^ eith/^r think for hipafeU; op eyei^^ 

A Bavdrakd, fubvoc. Marmo^ p. 24. Lko« fU4«^, 
^OD, PisT. Vq:^. XVH. F f ^^cjoaaij^ 



rem^ja v^ obfcurity aod em>r« \i^ith lefpeA to-(})|& £i%ifutf^ of 

this large diftria (L). 

Leo AFRicANUSy who is much more cUAia^ Uu^ Miu-- 
,m>l or hl$ traaflators, has plainly conuaded {%. 4^Sf^?§s 
of Bilcdulgerid oq the eaft aad weft £de§> Uupwftg pff a 
number of provinces^ whkh Baudroiid apcp bis pdiete]^ 
authority joins to ^t, ' A qircumHaoce q( wbicK w^.^pg^ 
it oeceflary to apprii^ the reader, in apology fqr,0}:|r dic- 
ing fo greadjr with late geographers ia cp^d^r^^p I'cpiHr, 
if we m^y be allowed to judge from ti)e aumb^ ^ ^^fif^ 
of their worlds wl;iich have pail^d. 
Error of Acpop-piNO to Moll and fome other ia^ Sf^^^k^ 
modem Biledulgerid covfLpr^eM^ the following eig^t,l^i^ trg^<)r 
giogra- provii^e$» viz. Bg,rca^ to be described ^L£^wi^€re, BOf^- 
fr/r"£^r^ P^^i^^f ^^g^t^I^s Tqfilei, rigararin, Ze}, pc^i^, 
MDe ^^^ ^d/^^9 befides a number of ipferior ones, i^hic^ (^ 
2jj|^ xneatioa under the naiQes of Ogueluf F^Jf^n, aod.^^icd^^, 
,&c". Pe JJfley however, piore juftly coafii^s U io dje 
pro^nce properly called Biledulgerid^ or that fpace of hjj^ 
lying fouth of Tunis y and, ilridiy fpe^iqg, poly a part of it, 
fcparated by a ridge of moiigtaius oiUy, while the lorm «f 
government is oe^ly the fam^. This province is ^dj^^ 9f 
a iquare form, aad expends itfe^f more th^ ^j^Y 4^9S>I? 
i^very way» or from 28 degrees 30 minutes, to 3^ 5^ n^- 
liutes north latitude; and from 5 degrees 3p sa^uf^, jo 
1 1 degrees 50 minutes ^ lopgiw^e. U i$ bp^ii^isii ofi ^ 
fs^ by a ridge of lofty mountains, which divide i( fr^jf^ ^ 
kingdopiof Tripoli and part of Gydavusj on the \y^ by tlj^ 
GQiuitries of Xeb and Mezek, on th^ foi^t)i |>,y ^ pro^cegf 
Vcrghfila ; and this is all that cap wi^ Pf ORf'l^y !^ ^^P^FF*^' 
headed within thp Ari^ limits of Bikdulgqrid^ tho^^ it ^ 
uiual to iaclude 4U fhpi^ proviacQS which wq ha:^ c^U^ Its 
fr<)ntier8 ^. 
D^/m>. . Th.£ whqie W^fttry of Bikd^I^rtd is &i4y, l^rej^ as^ 
//0« e/* fbe, mwi^taiapus^ produ^iiiig Utt{e Qr ap fuAeo^^c^ M( <i^9 

*> ]y<(oi'L, Gepg. Afric. ? £)e ^slx Gf^rap|(. vid. 

Afric. chart. 

(L) We |nay ^44, that the' fep^n gref^tly auj;ffi^ptp4 by 

Zeo Jfricanuj 2iii^ Marmoi have their copiers, who 'would feem 

defcribed this country in a very eitjief not to uaderftand the oci- 

indiftin^t and confufed man- ginals, or at leaft to have; cx- 

aer, and advanced saany tilings plained tiiem according to their 

without the flighted authority, own inclinations. 
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vAsSt^ git># hieve in &eh profefioB, that illc #ar cif Wf ftjCiT^iv/ fro* 
proriniee is ccHwred oirer with finos iMfBiog this^tf^. Tbc^^^^f/* 
Glknateis^ot asd aal|eakb)r; rise po^ie lean, fwaMrlhy^ 9fM} ^'^f^^n^^ 
'ArivdiMUa ttek comffaxio&s, witl^ tfarir ejtts laflstoori', owiqiig 1^^™ ' 
4& die reftefteO'ftf the fon besms ircnn the irhite hard foil; 9S^ 
^^ fliowers^f daft itad And driven hy the h^b wiudis, dsft 
-'^ktv here at certaki leafeoe^ fo ?ipknd j as fire^o^y 10 \m9 
«aeo and etittle itoder heaps of fiiod. ABodHor iocfifiv^eiHse 
<^th 'vAmki iikey ape^ffflifted, tcor vMch no deafen has induik 
f^en, bdides the mating of drnts, h ao iovstentts fenryy fil^ 
Beralfy 'm the gums, ^eoee their whqjie tseth drop tw, ihp' 
It li^qneatly fpKads ever their 'vvhole hodies> by vriiich thfly 
iMscoaM tfie moft uahappy, p|tiahla» and ioathftKiie of i^ 
«tje^s, Ifii other fefpe^s the mtives are vlgorpo?, hodt^^y, 
Md fogod, Ihri&g to a good old age, ^ithimt Gdunffs tr 
4ika(e; thou^ it 18 obferv^e, that thef t&koytr afiif- 
Fowed Qott&tenasce, flmvetied fldn, l)oaryh>ofc«y aii4 oth^ 
''<3ena»Eiitams of old age, very early ia lift, -^d before IQ* 
feaity, decrefdtude, or any checay of their (gt£nk3fi$, begia %0 
<q>pe'ar. The plague^ that peft of Barbaaty^ is o^ knowfi^ 
and fcareeev^r heard of in Sikdu^€rid, BotwhhftaQdfaig this 
contiguity of the countries, and the oosftaat lafierainffe fif 
llie iflliabitants at all Ibafeos ; whence pne wonld be ii^cod 
to believe that this terriUe diiaafe is lefs tnfipdUQffie thao it 
has ufually been reported. The fasae inay &id ^ the Apall- 
pox, a difeafe no lefs coQtsgioas and fatjd so.hot iiHtmries 
than the plague itfelf. 

As to the character of tHe natives of Bibfh^lgeri^, thef 
are r^eprefented as a lewd, treacherous, th^erifli, and faV^s 
people, that deiight in murder, blood, and rapine. . They 
sare moftly; as we before meadoned, a mixture of old ^ri* 
cans and wild y^rahy who mangled themfelves w|th them ; thf; 
former living with more regularity and dvii order in a ki^^ 
of villages compofed (^ a number of littk huts ; the latttf* in 
tents, ranging from place to plaee in queft of food and plua- 
der. In the whole country, befides Teuzar and Tmfpra^ ofi 
the frontiers of Tunis and €ajfay there is not a towd wcHrth 
mentioning ; and thofe are placed by feme geographers with- 
in the limits of Tunis. It is no lefs deftitute ol river?, there 
being fcarce a ijng}e ftream in all this large territory that 
merits notice, or that is not dried up half the year p. 

The j^rabsy'^fho pride theinfelves upon their fuperiority of 
birth and talents over the primitive inhabitants, are wholly 
Uidependeut and free, frequently hiring themfeives in the 

a Leo Aeric, p, 242. 
; . r f a fervict 
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iervioe of ndighboiiring princes at war, from wUc^ pp]yu;y 
Arife their moft valuable branches of thd pnUlc crefeai^ ^ 
any thing can be called cominpn or pttbUc,rin a ii»d|9& a6 
lawlefs rovers ; the reft porfqe na other ocisupadyctfis beikks 
hunting and plundering,- the firft of which, is oae^<tf tja^ 
Bobleft diverfionsy efpedally oftrich huzuing, which ia this 
o^nntry are iiiid to be of a prodigious ftature, and as high is 
a man mounted upon a tall horfe. We have ^Uiewheie 
^ven an accoimt of the manner in which ihefe animals ai« 
hunted, killed, anddrefled for food, by the Jn^hns^ ip their 
own proper country; nor do thc^ apply them 1q& to .u& 
Drefsof here. They eat thdr flefh, barter their featherj^ for eoro, 
thenativis fftilfe, and oth^ things they want, ufe tbdr heai^s.ia ^icr 
an J the ufe oecromandc and reBgious rites, thdr fat or (»1 as a QK^idQe 
^^fjh ^f prime virtues, thrir talons for ear-pendants and other £Sr 
^' naments, and their ikins they convert into pooches and knap- 

facks, fo that not a pai:t of the animal is left unemployed in 
fome uf<^ul purpofe* Befides dates and oftrkhes, the 
Arabs live likewife upon the flefli of goats and camels, drink- 
ing either the liquor or broth in which that fleih is boiled^ or 
the milk of their camels ; for they feldom tafie .waiter, that 
dement bdng more rare than milk itfelf, at leaU: what is fit 
to be ufed, it being in general brackifli and uawholeiba^ 
prodlidng a great variety of chromcal dtfeafes ^ (A). 

' The Arabs have fome horfes whi<?h they ufe in the cbace, 
upon which occafion .perfons of better fafhioa are attended by 
their flaves of the negro kind, and the reft by their women, 
no leTs obfequious than the flaves themfelves, looking after 
their horfes, and performing all the moft fervile aqd laborious 
offices. They have likewife fcboois, to which aU* the boys 
of diftindion are fent, to be infVruded. in that kind «f 
knowlege faftiionable in the country, and raifed £roni thrsnce 
Of the to the high dignities of cadis and marbuts^ judges or ^iefl^, 
friefit andm proportion to their genius, and the proficiency they h^ye 
marbuts, made in their ftudies. It is true, indeed, that learniug is 
here at the loweft ebb, it confifting wholly in acquiring a 
dexterity and flight of hand^ by which they may be enabled 
to juggle and cheat the people by holy artifice, the marbuts 
being more properly conjurers, than jthe teachers and pro- 
fe^rs of morality, or any kind of religion. . Some indeed 

1 Marmol, p. 28, 39, 30. t. i» 

(A) It is probable, that the little to the malignancy and frq- 
bad quality of thfe water of qucncyofthatfcorbutici//tf/i&^ 
this country contributes not a an4 habi^ we have mentiQne4« 

addift 
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addift cheaifdves to poetry, for which all the natives of this 
country, like the eafterns^ (hew a very estrly propenfity and 
genius; nor is it uncommon to fee a perfon rife to the 
higheft diftinftions, by means of this talent, which they fome- 
times carry to an amazing pitch of fublimity and fweetnefs, 
confidering the rude ignorance of the people in general. 
Xhdr invention is, furprifingly fertile ; nor can any thing 
exceed their talent in weaving in the keeneft fatires, the molt 
afieAing elogies, and the warmqft exhortations, in their fables 
and parables, an which Kind they efpecially excel. There 
are others^ among them who purfue the mechanic arts; but 
in general the people defpife them as mean, fervile, and in- 
finitely below the dignity of their birth, which is a privi- r 
lege for. idlenefs and poverty : where any of them think it 
worth while to cultivate the earth, thi^ employment they 
l^ve to thdr wives and flaves % 

. Tub jirabs hzvt fo difperfed and fpread themfelves' over 
all the countries, acquired fuch a fuperiority over the ori- 
ginal inhabitants, and exerted' it with fuch infolence' and 
tyranny, that the native Africans, have been forced to retire: 
more towards Negroland^ and leave them to range at liberty 
in this. Some of them wander from one end to the other, 
With their herds of cattle, without acknowleginga fuperiori^ 
others have their particular cheyks^ or cKith.i and a third - 
fort are either tributary or fubjefl:, fome to the Turksf who 
poflefs fome parts of NurnUiay others to other Aates, as 
particularly thofe towards the weft, to Fez and Morocco* ; 
They are profeflbrs of the doftrine of Mohamfned} bu t equal- 
ly negligent in acquiring a competent knowlege of its tenets, 
and in praAifmg the little they do know. Indeed theirreli* 
>gi<Hi) if it deferves that name, feems to be a mixture of the 
Pagan, Jewifb, 2^d Mohammedan, of which they neither 
have, nor. are defirous of having, any diftin6l ideas, which 
might only be clogging their condud with what they efteem 
an unneceflary reftraint «. . . • 

As to the city of Teufera, Which we have placed with Of the city 
De Jjfie within the limits of Biledulgerid^ we. have theTcufera. 
following account by MarmoL It was built, he fays, by the 
Rjsmans, upon the banks of a fine river, that flows down 
from fome of the mountains on the fouth, and w^s fortified ' 
with high walls, the ruins of which are ftill to be feen : 
however, it would appear to be beyond the true limits of 
BUedulgerid Proper, Which De Lljle defcribes without one 

* Vide Au£l. citat. ibid, • LaCicoix relal. univerf. 

de TAfrique, t. iiM. 3 . 
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** beyond the lake Bornou. But if we fuppofe it to fpriiig 
" from the fame origin as the A7A?, it will tiien almoft crofs 
*' the whole continent of yifrica^ where it is ,of the greateft 
*' extent, and will have a coiirfe of near §fty di.egrees from 
*' eaft to weft, excluiire of its windings. The entrance to 
" it is difficult, on, account of its bar, fandy fhoals, and 
" feveral iflands that in a manner block it up.*' For the 
fpace of five or fix leagues from its mouth the country is 
fandy and barren, the reft in general on the fouth fide, fertile, 
well covered with fruit trees, and refreftied with water ; for 
like the N'lh it overflows its banks annually, leaving a flime 
and mud behind that greatly enriches the ground. Its inun- 
dation happens about the fitme time as that of the .NiU^ 
and arifes from the fame caufe, viz* the great rains that fajl 
between the tropics, and laft from the beginning of June 
to the end of Sept ember ^ fometimes without internjif- 
fion, and fo violent, that thofe who are unacquainted 
with them, would reafonably expeft that a fecond deluge 
threatened to deftroy mankind. Thcfe rains the i^haoi- 
tants forefee time enough to provide againft them, by 
Ihutting themfelves up in their huts, flopping every creviqe 
that admits water, making provifion of fire, brandy, tobacco, 
und other things to correft the unwholefome damps which 
would other wife prove mortal. The earth having been in- 
crufted for the fpace of eight months with the thick and dry 
fcurf left by the laft inundation, the violence of the rains 
which diffolves this cover, and gives free vent ^o the vapours 
fo long pent up, muft necefllirily occafion a ftench no lefs 
fatal than difagreeable, and intolerably naufeous. At the 
fame time all manner of reptiles and ififefls are produced in 
this filth, toads,.' frogs, feypents, vipers, and' the whole bif- 
fing tribe. Violent and impetuous winds frequently arife 
during the rainy feafon, that fometimes overturn. the little 
cabins of the natives, in fpite of all the precautions they are 
able to take ; and thefe are rendered ftill more horrible by 
the prodigious flafhes of lightning and claps of thunder, that 
render the fcene more tremendous, though they are thoug^M: 
to be ufeful in purging the air of its grofs exhalations. 
During all this, feafon, the Senegal is navigable all the way 
from the fea to the firft cataraft, by fhips of burthen, and 
they are affifted in their voyage by a brifk wefterly wind, 
that drives them on againft the ftream with great rapidity. 
It here branches out into a number of other rivers of a fmaller 
. fize, ditches, ponde, and lakes, which have no other waters 
than what they derive from this fource. The moft con- 
fiderable of the lakes are, Cayor and Panionfouk^ befides a 

2 gr^^t 
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ptevince. Itk MarihoPs tiihe Capfa w^s very populoiir, 
aboil ndittg With ftitely tiibfques and otha: flriiftores, of' 
fupurb and itgular worknianfhip : bat sit -prefeht it is occti-* 
pied by a podt- indigent people, fleeced* and opprefled by 
the Tufiefe government In the very center of the city ftands 
an iftclofed fountain, which fuppUes the town at thefanie' 
tkne with Watfcf, arid a bath of a fine cool element. The' 
afljaceht country aboundsf with citrons, palnis, olives,' and ' 
oth^r fruits ; but the climate and inhabitants are unhealthy; 
to which Writers attribute the pcevifli churlifhnefs of the 
latt6r. Both men and women 4refs handfomely, except' 
their ftet, T^Hich they cover with coarfe flioes of bungling 
vrorkmafiftiip, and made of the rough fldnis of wild beafts, 
equally iricoritehient and unbecoming. As to the fituatioa 
of Capfa^ authors are difagreed ; but the mod probable is, 
that it fta^ds iti the latitude of thirty-three degrees fifteen 
Hltnutes tiotth, and in the call lohgitude of nine degrees' 
three minutes, thirty leagues froiti Tetifera ' (M). ' • 

That ndthing niay be wanting to give the reader am- 0/ the ^ 
pie fatisfadMon cbftcernitig a country fo imperfeftly known, divifion of 
we will ndt confine him inflrely to our own ide^^s of it, Biledal- 
btrt gratify him \<^ith a defcriptioh of all the provinces in- S^"^ ^*- 
cteded WitHiii' the general name of Btledulgerid by other ^^.^''*"' 
writers. Firft ftatids the province of Suz, or SouZy bounded ^'"^^^» 
oft the eSift by the ocean, oh the* fbuth by Liiyay or the ^^^^a'*'*^ 
deferts of Sdrdhf 6n the eaft. by the province of Dara^ and Croix. 
on the iKM-th by the province of Suz in Barbary. fsLjs La Croix, jj^ Souz; 
as if there were tWo contiguous provinces of mis name. 

NiiXTj-eaftwafd, is fituated the province of Z>artf, wh?ch, zd.pro- 
accofdiflfg to Ld Croix arid other moderns, CQmpores a great 'vince of 
part of Silednlgerid. It takes its naiflc from a large river of ^*r*' 
this name, that Mifcharges itfelf into the ilf<?rfrVi?rr/zn^<:2« fea, 
and ett'dbfes a gfeat part of that cotintry called Mauritania 
Cvfitrienjis. On the north it is feparated {torn Morocco by 
the greater MaSy on the weft rt hath the provinces of Siiz 
^nd' Gizala^ on fhe eaft Segelfneffa,. and on the fbtfth the 
ddferts of Sdtdb 6t' Libya ; being in all about an hundred 

* Marmol, & Leo Afric. ubi itipra. " 

(W) La Croix places Caffay according to this fituation^ it 
wTiich he calls Capaj under could not be in Btledulgerid 
forty d'dgrees of e^ft longitude, Profery in which province he 
aMJ'twcTnfyJtr^eft 'degrees and' defcrlbesit (&). . - 

te'rimhliateshGrrtfthtitude; bat, 

{%) Ktdi r, il, p, 310. 
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leagues ia length. This province contains a nuvpbex of 
caiUeSi fort8» and ftrong holds, iituated od.the banks of the 
Dahi. One of the chief towns is Bem/abii^ or Mucabai, . 
after which the traveller falls in with ^uiteoa, about aoo 
paces from the river, well defended by walls, and fortified 
by a citadel. Next occurs the little town of Tatarinf with its 
citadel ; and about twenty leagues from ^uiteoa Hands Tnya* 
tnadertf famous for the birth of their Cherifs^ Turzela and 
Margala are alfo cities iituated upon the river Dard ; die 
former fo large as to contain four thoufand houfes, a caftle, 
and atx>ve four hundred Jewijb families. Tinztilin,. die 
larged town of the whole province of Dora, ftands twelve 
leagues from JaragalUf and is ar place of g^eat ^Uent, ford- 
fied by a ftrong citadel and walls. Befides a^ number of 
lefler placesi La Croix makes mention of Tlmejguit, as one of 
tiie chief places, fituated on the confines of Gezula, and 
' containing within its walls about three thoufand fires, befikies 
two hundred families inhabiting the fuburbs. 

Th£ province of Data, like almoft all the other provinces 
of this country, is in general barren, though Ibme parts of 
it are, capable and do produce grain, efpecially after the 
river has overflown its banks, and enriched the adjacent 
fields with its fertile mud. However, the whole province 
does not afibrd fufficient nouri(hment for the inhabitants ; 
whence they exchange their dates at Fsz for corn and oth^ 
neceifTaries of life. Moft of the people aire of a very dark com- 
^ plexion, few of them bordering upon white ; a circuxnffamce 
that is attributed to their, allying themfelves fo fiiequendy 
with the negroes, and intermingling their blood. Thdr 
women are reckoned handfome; but inclinabte to a grds 
habit. Their diTpoTition is fweet, and tinflured \^ith lefs 
of the favage than is to be found among mofl females of this 
country. In general, the inhaUtsmts of Dara acknowl^ 
the fbvereignty of the emperor cf Morocco, though they are 
governecif by their own Cheyks. 
. Ytata Next ftand the provinces of TaphUet and Ttafa, v^ch 
^ * * we (hall defcribe under their proper heads in the next vohunea 
though they are here placed by La Croix among the pro- 
vinces of Biledulgerid^ 
Alb S T*^^ province of Segehnejfa is watered by die river Zis^ 

eclmcflk ^"^ extends from the ftrcights near GherjuUin to the dcfitts 
• * of Sarah ^ north and fouth, and from Data to Jeffel onikt 

\veft and eaft. Its metropolis, of the fame name, is wafhed 
by the ZiL It was formerly powerful; and one fees by the 
Teftiges of its walls that they had been high, beautiful, and 

ftrong J 
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flroDg ; but on occafion of fome^ ttoubles the iilhabitants 
defcrtcd it, and retired to the furrounding vUlages. How- 
ever, Gramay af^rms, that it^was repeopled in the year 
1 548 ; tho' for this we have no other authority. La, Croiic 
fays^ tllat along the banks of the Zis there are three hundred 
and fifty walled towns, befides a great number df villages : 
whence we may conclude, that this province muft be ex- 
ceeding populous. The fame author adds, that the method 
of living hete, and the general manners df die people, differ 
tiothing from what we have defcribed ; that the heat prd- 
dnces a great number of fcorpions and lerpents ; that in the 
fummer the natives are always troubled with inflammations 
and defluxions of the eyes ; th^t they dre ignorant, credit- 
lous, and fuperftitious, to a d^ee df abfurdity. 

Along the river Zis ftands the province of ^mneg^ or ^tb. Qtia- 
^uanana. Between Fez and Segehnejfa it has feveral con- nana, 
itderahle fcntrefles, of which the chief is Zebel^ fituated on 
jk high inacceflible rock, whofe fummit is hidden among the 
clouds. It is indeed an epitome of the country, than which 
nothing more bare, barren, rocky, and defert can be ima-^ 
ginedi 

South of ^uanana lie the provinces of Metagara and 6tb. M«- 
Retel^ filled with towns, villages, and othet* marks of their tagara« 
bdog well inhabited and tx^ialthy. The'chief towii of the , 
fcamer is called Hsleia, where refides a Cteyk, who draws 
30,000 ducats yearly from dudes impofed upon merchandize 
• brought thidier. Ifor is the province of Retel lefs populdus ; 
but the people are covetous, - and much addiifted to thieving, 
at leaft fuch of them as ferve the Arabs in quality of flaves : 
a vice they may poflibly have learnt under fo experienced 
mafterst 

The proidnce of Togda has three ciries, and a number of 7/i&. Toj{» 
Tillages; but is lefs populous and wealthy than the preced- da. 
ing. It is divided into the four following diftrifts, Farcella, 
Togda, Tezariftf and Bunigami ; all of thdm inhabited by 
diffisrent nadons^ independent on each other, and yet con- 
Qefted by a certain polidcal de in one intereft, and under 
.one head; 

Next fdlows the territory cf Tegorari, or Tagurzri, Stb. Tc- 
confifling chiefly of a defert, forty/niles in length ; however, gorari^ 
it is not all fo, ^asi appears by the number of of caflles, which 
aiHouht to fifty<»three, and more than one hundred villages. 
Of thefe La Croix places the chief in 28 degrees of eafi longi- 
tude, and 30 of north latitude. The natives are rich, by 
.^gleans of their e^^teofive commerce with the negroes ; and it 
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IS befidoe afErmed, that gold id found pknialMf in this 
country ; yet ib barren ai^ df)r is it, that tt: fcarce prddtGc^ 
any grain, or indeed any otb^r ytg^ttMcs^ .withmi hdng - 
ivatered, with ftreat labour and ex|jence, by water br-oi^t 
from a great diftance. For tbt3 reafoo it £9 thsc they per^ 
mit firangers who travel the cbtintry to pa)r iiothit^ for 
lodgihga, thinking it a Ati^cknt eqnitaknt that they h&yner 
the dung of their cattle^ \irhteh Aey piAtt as gok|^ and the 
labom of their horfea to fet«h stater durihgf.their fhiy. Vic- 
tuals of all kinds are exteedidg dear, not only on accotint of 
the farcity of grain, btic of ffa&} whkh nskkes them unable 
to maintain their iheep and comps, or render tfaofe they hai^e 
valuable for their milk w Qtdii^ Belkles date9^ the chkf 
aliment is horfe and camel's Beftij which they purchdfe whctt 
old and paft wcMrk of th& /iroMoHSy who deal largely in 
. . fuperahnuated cattle. With ^ its (tifadraBtagds^ the Jrws 
* have eftabliflied themfdves in this countty, and were equally 
remarkable for thdr numbers and ricHes, bfefbre- they weii 
pillaged, at the inAigatiefn of a marcAota b( Tramkahi, by the 
people, on the vef y iaine year they were .d^jivm oat of Spain, 
viz. in 1492. La Croix fays, that they were not only phifl^ 
dered but maflacred by the TgigoraYint^ very few of thein 
efcaping out of the kiilgdom. 
q/i&. Me- There is Jtoothtr country, . calldd Meneznty about 100 
nezal. leagues eaft of Tegorariy aftd the fame diftande fhsm theiWr- 
diterranean fea on the north, whkh ha Croix ranks among 
the provinces of Biiedulgerid. This territory cofitads fix 
walied towns, a gre»t varieiy df large vtlkges^ dthomgh the 
land is defert and barreny the inhabitants making up the na- 
tural diiadvantJCgesof thccoufitry, by a redouUed arppKcation' 
to trade, which they pufh a great way into the negroklifg- : 
doms. The misfortune is, that, being fufcgeft to the ytrSs, 
. they are grievoufly opprefledj and compelled to pay hex¥f 
tributes to thofe idle and infolcnt xrfdrpers* 
fOfH} the ^^ ^^ ^^^^ P^*^^ ^ linett. with the kingdom of Tycsirf^y 
kingdom of^^ Gramaye calls it, and Tecarty ateCMrdhig toLdCnotx^. aad- 
Ty carte, other French writefs. What rcafoDS coirld inducft .thefe- 
authors to rank this among the Biledulgerid provinces we- 
know not : certain it is, that writers of aa olAhr date, aid 
tfieTwr^i themfelves^ place it in the Interior p^ts of Jl^^rs, > 
However, We ftiall here give a jfhoi^t account of it undap tlid 
former divifion, as we ind.it in La Grbix atd O^tmt. 
^ TjQarte^ the capital^ which givfes its appelktioir tathe Idftg-- 

"^ dom, It^nds at the dtftafice.df an hmidred Icagtesf frtifi • 

Tegorariy and an h«indi*ed and fifty frofe the Mta&t&ram^tm' 
S (ea. 



fci, mider Airtf-tlto ddgfccB fifty' rtiirfutes eaft longitocfe, 
, and- twenty-fevefl dcgrdes ten imntit^ north latittidc^ Herd 
is the ancient city calle* Turaj^tyhn by Ptoleiny, built by 
the ATibnniiam upoii a moimtainy^ th^ fodt of, which is waih^d 
by a fmall rhrer, oVcr ^hkh ftandi a draw-bridge. Here it 
is fot'tifiedby goiod ftrong ftone w^Us, and oa the other iid^- 
by the rugged precipices of an inacceffible rock. It contains 
abotit t^Q thonfand five hundred' honfes* bmlt of ftocte, 
lime, aikl brick, with a baadfome mctfque'id the center^ 
corniced ^ith fione. 

In the ^hdle Idhgdoni of TjcarU arc about forty ftrong^ 
hol^kjj and an hundred and fifty villages, wh6 pajr t con- 
fiderafaie taxr or revemie. to the fnperioMr, wBoin we db aot . 
find called a king^ thetngh the country has the appellatkni 06 
kktgdmi^ The people confift of nobility and artificers : thej! 
are rich in dates^ bit pobr. in corn and.oth^r graia, ^hich 
t^\sf\m^n'fi[omConJimtinai givihg in esehaB^ theu* £tuit& ; 
they ar6 fond of flrangers,.and fo hofpttabte, that they lodge, 
them for inonth^ without otpefting any return^ and prefer 
marrying, ifadr d^gfater&.to them than to tiieir oWn n«ig^« 
bottrs« When, bowevefy no fuch aiUaoces happen to. be 
ixKtddy and timt their giwds are. going away, without asy' 
expectation or tie upon them ever to return,- they load them 
with prefent^, which imp-efs* the higheft ideas of theit 
generotts liberality. 

Next is the lordftfip of ^erqu^hm winch is in flrift n/^ 
propriety no more than a province of the kingdom of Qs*'- 
Ty carter At p^efint* &y. capital gifts its naine to the conn- V*^^*^ 
try, though PttHemy defcri&e» it tmdcr the appeHatJon of 
Tamarca. It was buih by the Nihmdi(ms in the middle of 
die ddferts,' under thirty-feven degrees thirty miniltes edft 
longijtudey and twenfy-fire degrees fifty zfiiiniites ildrth lati-i* 
tude. The country produced a- great abundance of dates, 
but ft::^rce any grain or oLttle,- or indeed miitaisi esicept 
ckmeld and oftriches. Moft of the natives ^te n^oes,^ both 
is complexion and feature ; not owing, it. is thought, to 
the cliiiiate, but to the conaeKion they have with the bktks^. 
and* the frequent interinarriages, by ^itbv in time, thci 
chtidfes acquire the exterior of the mother ; for feftccdy tsaiy!'- 
bbch men marry the. NufftuRan w6fecfli. The. counti*y ii' 
.filled with. artHans aiad nierchwit*; the- flrft fuppl^iag tli^' 
toter with materials for tKade, and recetvii^ la retbm the 
necefTdries df life. The^ are opbn, frte, generoi^s, dn4^ 
hof^ft^ble io) ftrangefs, iodiiftriemi in their oecupatioad^ 
ii2fom»ch that by di4t of tode they hate rendered this bsr*:.. 
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reo eountry rich, and abounding with all the hixuries of 

life, though hardly any of them are indigenous. They have 

a fuperior, mdth the authority, but without the name and 

badges of majefty, who has a revenue of an hundred and 

fifty thoufand ducatli ; but it is probable; that dut of this he 

pays a tribute to the Arabs ^ as he certaiidy does to the Biy 

oi AlgQrs. 

\2th fro- Zr^ is the next province; and it is remarkaUe, that 

vimci of Proccpius dUUiiguUfaes it by the fame appellation. On die 

Zcb. fouth it i^ indofed by the great road Idling from Tecortto 

^arquekn \ dn the north, by the mountains of Bugie% on 

the eall, by the province of BileduigeridPropir^ aitd on the 

weft, by the deferts of MazUa. Leo j^ricanus reckons fi?c 

fine cities, befides towns and large ^ages- innumerable, in 

this province. The city of Bifcare^ fituated in thirty degrees 

ten minutes north latitude, and thirty-four degrees cf long^ 

tude, is a place of great antiquity, built by the Romansi and 

deftrcqred by the Arabs ^ who afterwards rebuilt it. Atpre- 

fent it is but indifferently peopled ; but the inhabitants are 

in general a dvil, good-natured people; tho' their honfes 

are of all others the moft inhofpitable, on account of the 

fwarms of fcorpions, vipers, and poifonous reptiles, which 

crawl about in every comer. Hence it is that the iaba- 

bitants defert the city in the fummer, when thefe noxious 

animak chiefly prevail, retire into the country, and feldom 

return till the approaching cold has cleared their houibs of 

thefe hifCng guefts. 

About five leagues from Blftare ftands Borgie, a town 
much better peopled, and the refidence of a great number of 
merchants, mechanics, and labourers of all kinds. 

Not far from hence fbnds Nefta^ a town fepacated into 
three divifions by flone walls, and each inhabited by a peo- 
ple of different manners and cuftoms from any of the o^ers, 
notwitbftanding the continual intercourfe among them. 
They are all ftridlly prohibited to intermanj ; and if any > 
man leaves his own divifion to fettle in one of the others, he 
and his pofterity are oudawed. In Nifta is a fortrefs, the. 
ftruAure of which fhews it to be of Roman workmanfiiip : 
as to the inhabitants, they are covetous, thievifh in thdr 
difpofidon, and intolerably infolent to fhangers, whom they 
infult and opprefs by every method in their power. 

The laft province, according to thb (tifbibution, is that 
\ of Biledulgerid P roper ^ which we have defcribed fo fully as 

affords room for no addition ; La Croix*^ account being taken 

iatirely from the authors we then dted, and fo implidtly 

4, that 



that he has not corrected one of the numberlefs errors with 
which they abound, tho' he has not fidled to fupcradd egre* 
gious blunders of his own. Thus the res^der has I)ad.a com- 
plete view of the coaft, from the gulgh of Benin to the borders 
oi Bariary, the manners, cuftoms, and religion of the inr 
(labitants ; th^ produce of the countries ; their trade with the 
Europeans ; and every other particular regarding that v^ 
traifl, which we imagined could contribute either to his in- 
Arudion or amufemenu It was necellkry to be extremely 
minute in the topography, by reafon of the imperfeAion c£ 
all our charts ; and the fame nriay be fa^d of the whole 
Jiiftory of this part of Afrifa^ which has unfortunately been 
treated by writers the moft illiterate, iaun^thodical, cre- 
dulous, and falff> of any we have hithertp had occafion to 
perqfe. Wf (hall make no other apology for the labour 
^ith which we have endeavoured to chara^erize the man- 
no's of fuch a variety of different nations, fince we are fen** 
iible that every difcerning reader wU think this method 
infinitely preferable to the beft written general hiftory, ia 
which a thoufand interefting curious particulars miift uecef» 
iarily be omitted, ^' f^"^ . 



End af the Seyenteeutth Volume. 
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